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kLsp  for  one  man  to  judge  of  ike  mefH 
idl  fedings,  industri/,  or  $lotft,  ojt  ^^ 
other  (and  this  on  the  other  hetnd  shotdd 
ednoajfs  make  us  cautious  of  supposHfig  ihaf 
others  do  not  feel  the  good  whicK  wif 
feel  J;  neoertheless  U  is  quite  consistent  liith 
aw  principles  to  beHeve  that  a  sense  mq^tf  h& 
given  ta'  the  atteniitelif  waiting  mifi4y  of  th6 
spiritiml  siiUation  qf  its  companions.  But 
he  if  even  as  such  may  he  induced  fo  suppose^ 
is  it  not  still  a  great  encouragefkent  fd  seeK 
e^er  thc^  state-  of  true  hunger  and  thirSfy 
which  hm  a  quick  relish  of  the  lea^  degree 
of  spiritu^al  sustenance;  and  to  bear  with 
persevering  patience  tho^e  smsmus  of  spifi^ 
tual  poverty,  which  excite  us  to  seek  aright  ? 
*^  Blessed  are  thiy  who  hunger  and  thh^st 
€^er  righteousness;  for  they  shod  b& 
fUed/*  '^  Bitssed,''  (also,  c(^  the  same 
evangelist  relates  our  Ijord  to  have  said  just 
b^tej^-^"  Nessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit yfof^ 
^^  tJieirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven/' 

Another  prominent  feature  in  the  subse-^, 
quent  pages,  is  the  frequency  of  the  author's 
private  retirements;  which  may  possiblif 
induce  others  to  seek  the  same  means  of 
eomolaUon  and  instruction,  which  seem  to 


Jime  hem  dngvlavly  Messed  to  her.  There> 
is  reason  to  believe  that  retirement  is^  one 
mode  pointed  out  by  the  good  Shepherd,  ia 
'wean  tenderly  visited  persons  from  associates. 
Tvho  would  impede  their  advancement  in  the 
'way  of  the  cross  ;  and  to  induce  them  to  lei 
their  affections  centre  in  spiritual  gratiji'^ 
cations  J  and  permanent  treasures :  and  much 
is  it  to  be  desired  that  such  as  at  times  feel 
the  gentle  attractions  of  heavenly  love,  thus 
''  to  sit  alone,  and  keep  silence,"  would  yield 
to  the  salutary  intimation.  They  would 
surely  thus  experience  the  Lord  to  be 
strength  in  weakness,  a  needful  supply  in. 
want,  a  safe  conductor  in  the  path  to  sal^ 
vaiion. 

It  is  fwped  that,  among  the  various  de^ 
scriptions  of  readers  into  whose  hands  these 
sheets  may  fall,  the  newly-awakened  may 
derive  encouragement  to  yield  up  their  wills 
in  simple  obedience  to  the  requirings  of  the 
Lord,  by  observing  how  much  is  here  exem- 
,plified  that  description  of  the  ways  of 
Wisdom^  "  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasant-^ 
'^  nessy  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.**  And 
the  deliverances  from  temptation,  the  conso-^ 
lotions  in  affliction^  xmd  the  support  in  trials:^ 


t 

and  difficulties^  here  recorded,  may  ahimatB 
the  more  experienced  traveller  still  to  hold 
on  his  waff,  trusting  to  the  Lord  alone,  to 
nothing  short  of  the  arm  of  Omnipotence. 
For  though  the  writer  appears  often  to  have 
had  a  more  ready  access  to  the  healing 
V)aters,  than  many  think  themselves  to  have 
attained,  yet  she-  was  often  deeply  humbled 
wider  a  sense  of  her  infirmities,  and  unwor- 
thiness  ;■  taught  that  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  nofiesh  can  glory;  and  that  He  alone 
is  able  to  begin,  to  carry  oUy  and  finally  to 
accomplish  his  own  work^ 

Of  probably  the  most  vcduable  part  of 
Mary  Waring' s  life,  the  Diary  itself  is  an 
accurate  account  so  far  as  it  goes ;  and  it 
goes  to  make  the  reader  acquainted  with  the 
imvard  recesses  of  her  mind.  Of  her  births 
hei^  youth,  her  general  habits,  and  of  her 
closvtrg  moments,  let  maternal  love  declare, 
as  follows : 

*'  My  beloved  daughter  Mary  Waring  was 
horn  the  mth  of  Third  Month,  1760.  From 
a  child,  she  was  of  an  amiable  disposition  ; 
but  being  naturally  of  a  ^^ery  lively  tarn, 
she  appeared  fond  of  company,  and  dis^ 
cohered  some  inclination  for  gaiety  ;  though 


vrif 

Jbrsi&yirPof  dtbers^of  her  intimate  acqua^^ 
ance;  and  more  readUfj  submitted  to  pa^ 
rental  authority  and  advice  than  most: 

^' About  the  ^thycar  ofhei^  age  (accord-* 
ing  to  her  own  account,  in.  a  little  narrative 
tjohich  she  wrote  of  her  spiritual  progress} 
she  was  favoured  with  a  precious  and  hum-- 
hling  visitation^  which  she  readily  and  hap^ 
pihj  assented  tOj  and.  became  circumspectly 
concerned  to  fill  up  the  religious^and  othen 
duties  called  for  at  her  hands. .  For  tJiough 
sAe  ims  not  placed  in  an  eminent  station^, 
^either  in  the  church  or  in  the  world,  yet  as 
far  as  her  circumscribed  abilities  extended, 
she.  discovered  the  excellency  of  the  Christian 
character: — in  filial  duty,  in  sisterly  office 
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tkm^  in  tender  love,  to  her  friends,  and  in  a 
desire  to  be. helpful  to  aU  around  her.     To 
attend  the  chamber  of  sickness,  and,  by, 
every  endearing  consolation  in  her  power, . 
to  smooth  the  bed  of  death,  appeared  to  be, 
her  peculiar  province.  Nor  were  these  duties 
confined  to  her  relatives  and  friends ;  Jirf 
she  sought  out  the  wretched  abqdes  of  po^ 
verty,  sickness,   and  distress;  wtd  admu 
nistered  advice,    comfort,  and  substantied 
relief.    And  where  her  own  ability  was 


inadequate  to  S7ipph/  their  necessities,  she^ 
advocated  their  cause. with  the  more  qffluent, 
in  uhich  she  seldom  failed  of  success;  so 
that  I  have  sometimes  been  ready  to  satf 
with  Job^  '^  When  the  eye  saw  her,  then. 
''  it  blessed  her ;  and  when  the  ear  heard 
"  her,  it  gax^e  tesiimony  to  her." 

'^  She  was  a  secret  mourner  for  the  deso^ 
hUions  which  appear  in  our  Zion ;  and 
1  believe  faithfully  discharged  her  duty 
as  an  overseer.  Her  diligence  in  attending, 
meetings  was  exemplary ;  and  her  solid 
sitting^  therein^  often  under  the  tendering^ 
influence  of  Divine  love,  was  helpful  and 
encouraging  to  others  ;  and  her  vacant  seat 
is  sincerely  regretted  by  her  friends,  who 
were  feelingly  united  to  her,  and  have,  divert 
of  them^  emphatically  expt^essed  not  only 
their  own  loss,  but  also  their  tender  sym- 
pathy  with  me,  under  the  very  close  trial  I 
liave  sustained  in  my  declining  years : — to 
lose  such  an  qffectionate  child,  who  had  been 
for  a  number  of  years  my  endeared  com- 
panion^ my  ready  assistant,  and  true  sympa- 
thizer under  various  qfflictive  dispensations 
which  it  has  been  mp  allotment  to  pass 
through.    Buty  although  nature  was  ready 


IS 


t9  shrink  from  iJic  hitter  cup,  yta,  at  sea^ 
S071S  to  sink  under  it,  yet  in  a  finri  belief 
ihat  her  day's  work  was  done,  and  her  re- 
demption sealed,  I  have  at  times  hcen  favoured 
to  feel  a  degree  of  humMc  resignation,  and 
to  Mess  the  holy  hand  that  both  gave,  and 
has  taken  away;  attended  with  a-  secret . 
animating  hope,  that  1  may  ere  long  be  mer- 
cifully permitted  to  rejoin  her  spirit  in  the 
peaceful  abodes  of  unalloyed  harmony  aztd 
bliss. 

^^  She  had  for  a  considerable  ti)ne  been  ih' 
a  debilitated  state,  but  there  appeared  no 
dkirming  symptoms  till  about  the  middle  of' 
the  Third  Month,  1805,  when  her  com- 
plaints increasing,  mysdf  and  her  other 
friends  became  very  anxious  about  her,  and- 
tte  prevailed  on  ht^r  to-  go  over  to  Staines,., 
and  consult  her  broker  William  TothUL* 
She  set  out;  -accompanied'  by  her  btotken 
Kidd,  on  First-day  mornf.  taking  a  mosP 
affectionate  faTevotl  of  me,  thought  I  believe' 
tCiC  neither  of  its  believed  it  would  be  the  lastf 
unbrace;  but  so  it  proved:  For  thaugh- 
the  medicines  seemed  to  take  the  desired 
^ect,  and  on  the  following  Sixth-day,  she 

^  J:  medival  man^ 


XI 


mppeared  rather  defter,  had  walked  in  the 
garden,  and  next  morning  spoJce  cheerfully 
to  her  fritnd  Syhilla  Tumour  *  (who  had 
kindly  gone  ever  to  see  her,  and  lodged  with 
her  J;  yet,  as  her  friend  was  getting  up,  she 
thought  she  lieard  her  iiiake  an  uncommon 
moise  in  her  threat,  ran  to  her,  and  called  her 
brother,  who  came  immediately,  and  had  just 
raised  her  in  his  arms,  when,  alas!  she 
breathed  her  last  in  the  eqsiest  and  quietest 
mannei\  without  one  struggle. 

''  Her  remains  were  brought  to  Godalming^ 
^nd  solemnly  interred  in  our  burying  ground 
the  SOth  of  Third  month,  1 805,  attended  by 
a  respectful  number  of  her  friends  and 
neighbours :  agedforty-five  years. 

^'  And  now,  that  her  beloved  nephews  and 

nieces,  who  revered  her  living,  and  lamented 

her  dead,  and  for  whose  welfare  in  the  most 

important  concern  she  was  earnestly  exer* 

cised,  may  rememember  the  advice  she  hatt 

bestowed  on  them,  *  and  the  example  she  has 

set  them  of  submitting  to  the  cross ;  that, 

like  her,  they  may  become  ns^ul  in  their 

Jivesy  and  close  their  days  in  perfect  peace, 

ds  the  ardent  desire  of 

,      S.  WARING.': 

♦  iScc  Third  monihy  IW!^. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


THOUGH  this  is  called,  and  not  wholly 
without  propriety,  a  Diary,  the  reader 
may  at  once  perceive  that  the  memoran- 
dums .presented  to  his  notice  are  not 
those  of  every  day.  .  The  relation  who 
first  transcribed  them,  aware  of  the  cha- 
racter of  sameness  already  hinted  at, 
suppressed  the  remarks  of  many  days, 
which  differed  in  nothing  or  little  from 
those  which,  remain;  and  also  others, 
where  family  occurrences  were  detailed 
in  a  manner  not  necessary  to  be  published. 
Successive  revisions  of  every  remaining 
part  have  occasioned  some  further  dimi- 
nution; most  of  the  verbal  inaccuracies, 
which  were  likely  to  slip  into  remarks 
incidentally  made,  have  been  rectified; 
some  few  redundancies  of  expression 
retrenched;  and  the  texts  of  Scripture, 
which  are  here  and  there  introduced, 
probably  only  from  memory,  generally 
inserted  as  they  stand  in  the  Bible. 


A  BIARYj  &c- 


t.  IHiS  being  tlie  first  day  of  tt  neiiFyeaf,  t 
%ave  felt  new  diesiica  raised  in  my  mind,  that  V 
might  double  my  diligence  in  pursuing  those  thingr 
^hich  make  for  peace ;  and  spend  each  day  allotted 
me  here  in  the  pure  fear  of  Almighty  God» 
Though  it  hatli  been  my  practice  for  some  years  tcf 
Tetire  almo^  daily,  to  feel  after  renewed  strength 
to  walk  uprightly,  gs  well  as  to  see  where  I  havo' 
^ssed  my  way,  and  how  my  accounts  stood  with 
the-  Father  of  mercies  (a  practice  which  I  have; 
^ause  to  believe  hath  been  blessed  to  me) ;  yet  |' 
thought  it  might  not  be  unprofitable  to  keep  somej 
little  account  in  writing  of  my  progress  Zion-wards.' 
The  looking  over  past  failures  may  tend  to  keep 
icne  humble ;  and  if  blessed  with  some  good  days^ 
the  remembrance  may  sometii^^es  serve  to  reviye 
eiy  drooping  faith. 

2.  Attended  both  meetings.  In  the  morning^; 
after  some  conflict  with  a  temptation,  which  pre- 
sented itself  on  my  first  sitting  down,  was  enabled" 
in  some  measure  to'^'overcome  it;  and  to  approach 
Him  in  whoae  presence  is  fulness  of  joy :  the  after* 
oooa  Yatfacr  duU^  yet  not  without  some  degree  of 
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life.  On  going  t6  bed  a  sense  of  my  manifold  infir* 
mities  humbled  me  much. 

4.  Went  to  meeting  this  morning.  Methought 
it  was  a  low  stripping  season,  which  though  not 
pleasing  to  the  creaturely  part,  is  doubtless  benefi- 
cial to  our  souls :  that  seeing  our  own  insufficiency, 
^we  may  with  .more  fervency  seek  help  where  alone 
it  is  to  be  fpund. 

10.  My  mind  is  pained  under  an  apprehension 
that  I  have  spoken  too  freely  of  an  absent  friend. 
May  it  prove  a  lesson  of  caution  for  the  future. 

.II.  Went  to  meeting  under  much  discourage- 
ment, and  seemed  surrounded  with  infirmity; 
when,  contrary  to  expectation,  the  great  Physician 
jof  value  was  pleased  to  appear,  to  my  help  and 
great  refreshment.     What  a  favour  ! 

19^  I  was  much  humbled  at  meeting  to-day, 
under  a  prospect  of  some  little  ser\'ice  that  I  be- 
lieved would  be  required  of  me,  and  was  desirous 
that  I  might  be  qualified  for  it:  well  knowing 
that  of  inyself  I  can  do -nothing  right ;  it  seeming 
as  if  there  was  scarcely  any  so  weak  or  poor. 

20.  I  found  some  evil  dispositions  arise  to-day, 
■^hich  I  had  to  war  with  for  some  time.  O,  that 
every  plant  which  is  not  of  my  heavenly  Father's 
planting  mi^ht  be  rooted  up  and  destroyed ;  that  I 
might  be  made  more  pure  than  gold.  This  is  what 
my  soul  at  times  is  led  to  aspire  after,  more  than 
riches  or  length  of  days. 

28.  My  time  so  much  taken  up  with  nursing 
mj  dear  father,  and  with   family  engagements. 


that  1  hare  had  scarcely  any  time  for  retirement 
these  few  days  past:  yet  was  favpured  to  keep 
pretty  much  in  a  state  of  quiet. 


Second  Month,  i  791, 

1.  My  mind  was  sweetly  affected  to-day^  Oil 
looking  over  the  journal  of  my  beloved  niece,  to 
see  bow  honestly  she  mention^  her  faults..  O 
may  this  employ  be  blessed  to  her,  and  her  mind 
influenced  by  divine  wisdom  to  distinguish  right 
from  wrongs  and  strengthened  to  pursue  the 
things  tliat  make  for  peace. 

2. ..  Wrote  some  remarks  to  my  dear  niece^  en* 
couraging  her  to  proceed  in  so  profitable  an  em- 
ployment. O,  while  I  am  overlooking  others 
vineyards,  that  I  may  not  neglect  my  own. 

.  7.     Many  trials  of  patience  to-day.     Doubt  I 
did  not  bear  them  with  that  meekness,  that  be-  • 
Cometh  a  professed  follower  of  a  crucified  Saviour ; 
yet  in  the  evening  my  mind  was  sweetly  drawn  to 
aspire  after  purity.  . 

8.  Received  some  affecting  accounts  of  the 
sudden  death  of  some  of  my  acquaintances.  May 
I  be  also  ready,  not  knowing  how  sobn  the  mes- 
senger may  be  sent  to  my  house.  O,  that  it  may 
be  set  in  order, 

18.  A  heart-tendering  season  at  meeting  to-day. 
How  sweetly  is  that  saying  of  our  blessed  Saviour 
verified^  even  in  this  day  of  degeneracy  and  deep 


revel V  ^  Whdre  tw^  qt  three-  are  gathered  td** 
^'  gather  in  my  naine>  there-  anv  I.  in  the^  nudait 
**  of  them.'*  Oh,  what  a  favour  to  feel  this  gatfaei^ 
ing  arm  of  divine  power  extended  for  our  help  ! 

ao.  A  time  of  much  poverty  in  the  fore-patt 
of  the  meeting,  bat  zst  I  ajbocfe  in-  a  good  degree  of 
patience,  was  favoured  with  a  little  of  the  inbreak- 
iag  o£  light  sdnd  life, 

2^.  N(^  time- these  two  days  fdt  retirement; 
yet  my  mind-was:  preaenred,  I  trust,  in  a  good  de- 
gree'o£  ^attthfulness  ajpd  patience  i  uader  ^vq€ 
jupple^tsant  cirqumstanGes^ 

7q,  Poor  and  weak;  yet  desiri^ua  of  renewed 
strength  and  faithfulness^ 

^.  Some- reminding*  of  my  heavenly  Father's 
love-*  HiQw^e  his  n^reiies  renewed-every  morning. 

%^  My  mind' too.  easily  dlnawai  iqto  a.  winder- 
ii^g  state  at  meeting  to-day,  out:  of  the  hearing  of 
ibe  true  Shepherd's  Foice ;  which  hiiought  me  into 
a^statQ  a£  mourningrand  abasement. 

a6i  A  titoe:  of  sweet  refreshment  in  my  re^ 
ticement  to-day •  May  t  be:  tbamkf ol  enough  for 
^3uch  a  favour. 

:2^..  tSitaid  at  hosie  &bm  meedng  tOMby),  from 
ne^ie^sity^  not  firom  choice;,  yet  waa.fair^uned  to 
fei^l  Hifii  neaC'  nie^.  who  iar^omnipotenti  and  dees 
mot  orarlooh  hiS/poor  little- oruss,who' am  hiu9gef«> 
ang  for  the  bread  of  life  even  in  tlleil^  solitary' 
«]|iia:tion9»  ^hr  i$  wiih:^,  £ea«  atid  humility  that  I 
liaprethi^s  dar«d;t^  rank  myaolf  of  that:  number.; 
ihpii(^.aiiret]i:QM»Q£thft>hiadesmD8l^c£tb6  flftc]e« 
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4.  ftenew^d  affliction :  was  tliankful  to  feel 
40Rie  degree  of  Tes^nation,  and  my  hope  and 
faith  wer&  a  little  strei^thened  in  «  sktaog  in  te 
liunily,  ^  the  evening. 

.  3*  Ff esb  accounts  cf  ^  ^^tve^ng:  natuve^  0^ 
«nay  we  be  j)i'o«ight  to  an  entine  ^etianoe  ^n  thuC 
Irvine  tsLvm  of  istrfength,  ^hich  c«n  suppeift  and 
sustain  through  a  sea  of  conflict :  surely  else  ^tt 
should  faint  by  <he  Vvay^ 

5 .  My  afflictions  renewed  diis  «ren iflHg  6y  f i^eelb 
•intelligence  -of  9  'dis^iiessiiag  i^ature;  flsidy  beiq{ 
^ee^y  humbled,  I  wais  |>e^niittcd  to  apppoach  tbt' 
4hrone  ^f  igraoe,  and  eweetiy  ^freshed  iinder  j^ 
helkf  iikzt  the  'Lord  woiild  (in  bis  t>vm  time  hoaf 
and  bind  up  the  broken-hearted. 

6.  A. favoured  time  at  meeting  this  morning. 
My  mind  deeply  ibumbled  *with  the  consideratiQi^ 
of  the  goodness  of  the  Abni^ty  towards  me,  in 
ftis  gentle  {dealings  with  me 4  not  according  to  my 
deserts,  but  his  adorable  mercy,  Shxli  tod  heavy 
sn  -the  afternoon^  yet  ttruist  ^e  warfare  wafly  io 
^gteej  matntaiiied* 

7.  i  tiiiiist  this  4ay  jxas  not  j»een  spent  wholly 
in  vani<;  lianring  an  opportunity  thrown  in  my  way 
ti  doing  a  poor  neighbour  some  eerwbe.  I  am 
IJiank^  that  ability  was  gi^en. 

9.  Many  occurrences  erowdied  in'|jdimng  this] 
4ayr  «nd  my  poor  mind,  I  doiibt,  too  ^uch  :re- 
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8«nbled  the  inn  of  old,  being  taken  up  ^xrith  many 
guests,  yet  I  would  hope  not  to  the  entire  exclu- 
sion bi  the  blessed  babe. 

12.  My  mind  a  little  strengthened  and  ani- 
mated to  press  forward,  by  reading  the  expcrienec 
of  a  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord. 

13.  A  time  of  sore  conflict  at  meeting;  yet, 
being  reduced  to  a  child-like  state,  methought  I 
was  permitted  to  approach  Him  who  said,  **  Suffer 
•*  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid 
"  them  not.**- 

16.  Taken  up  these  few  days  past,  attending  a 
,  dying  friend :  though  my  feelings  were  tried,  yet  I 
thought  the  Comforter  was  near,  preserving  our 
•minds  in  a  degree  of  sweet  composure  \  believing 
Aat  when  the  conflict  with  death  was  over,  the 
grave  could  have  no  victoiy ;  the  sting  being 
taken  away. 

1 8.  I  was  much  humbled  at  meeting  this 
4norning,  under  the  prospect  of  desolation  in  our 
Zion.  How  few,  how  very  few,  burthen  bearers. 
Was  desirous  that  I  might  be  fitted  for  one,  and 
not  shrink  from  it. 

"  20.  A  time  <rf  much  favour  this  morning  at 
meeting;  yea  my  cup  was  made  to  overflow.  The 
» Lord's  banner  over  me  was  love,  and  his  fruit  was 
sweet  to  my  taste.  How  unworthy  such  adorable 
condescension  I  In  the  afternoon  some  conflict 
with  the  Spirit  of  heaviness,  but,  through  mercy, 
was  enabled  to  overcome  it. 

24.,   A  day  of  much  bustle,  yet  found  a  little 


leisure  to  retire  out  of  it ;  and  centering  dovm 
to  the  pure  gift,  my  mind  was-  sweetly  refreshed 
under  a  sense  of  the  Lord's  continued  goodnest 
to  one  so  unworthy. 

.27«     Our  preparative  meeting,  and  though  my 
mind  was  led  into  mourning  at  the  low  state  of  our 
discipline,  yet  thought   it    a  seasoa  of  renewed 
favour^ . 

Fourth  Month,  179I» 

3.  Our  quarterly  meeting  began.  My  mind 
wa^  affected  on  seeing  a  remarkable  change  in  a 

.young  man,  who  I  believe  had  entertained  notion* 
bordering  on  deism,  and  I  was  led  in  silence  to 
adore  that  goodness,  which  had  thus » mercifully 
extended  this  extraordinary  visitation  to  him. 
**  Joy  shall  be  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that 
**  repenteth  more  than  over  ninety  and  nine  just 
-**  persons :''  and  surely  every  sensible  mind  that  ig 
.witness  to  it  is  made  a  partaker  in  this  joy. 
.Blessed  privilege ! 

4.  To-day,  in  die  meeting  for  discipline,  I  was 
called  upon  to  expose  myself  as  clerk,  none  else 
being  willing.  It  was  with  much  fear  and  trem- 
bling that  I  submitted. 

7  •  My  mind  sweetly  drawn  this  morning  into 
silence,  where  I  was  favoured  to  experience  that 
"  They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  shall  renew 
•*  their  strength  5  they  sKall  mount  up  with  wiiigs 
«  as  eagles  j  they  shall  ruu^  and  not  be  weary^ 
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'^^cndihej  -rfiafl  walk  and  not  faint.''  O,  to  he 
enabled  to  Kold  on  my  way. 

II.  Wrote  a  letter  to  a  young  woman,  who  ift 
apparently  hastening  fast  to  her  •dissolutien.  Wafs 
fearful  sh^  did  not  thii^  so  herself,  ^he  received 
it  kindly.  O,  that  it  n&ay  induce  her  to  turn  iiw 
ly^ard,  and  «ee  how  her  accounts  stand. 

13.  Too  much  .encumbered  about  manythuigs^ 
some  of  which  did  not  materially  concern  me* 
Was  taken  in  the  night  with  such  a  violent  palpi* 
tation  of  the  heart,  that  I  scarcely  expected  to 
(survive  the  struggle^  but  diou,0  Lord,  wast  near 
fmCf  and  sustainedst  me,  and  in  adorable  m^ercy 
heardest  and  relievedst  me*  O,  make  me  thankful 
(Cnpugh,  and  humble  enou^. 

i4«  Low  and  humble  to-day,  and  desirous  of 
.being  kept  so.  In  the  evening  met  with  a  sever*' 
•hock  to  my  feelings. 

17.  A  time  of  travail  in  tJiie  morning 4  yet 
secret  counsel  was  vouchsafed  v  for  which  I  wai. 
humbly  thankful.  They  that  would  he  e^oused 
to  Christ  must  be  chaste,,  both  in  thought,  word^ 
find  deed,  and  entertain  nothing  dxat  would  defile 
ihe  temple  which  .he  is  pleased  at  times  to  visit. 

18.  <;)&  3  review  of  this  day,  I  feel  no  cofOt* 
demnation ;  but  hope  I  hav«  been  .^labled  to  «tep 
along  safely. 

31.  CoasoiouB  of  some  weakness.  Paid  m 
irildit  to  a  friend  in  affliction,  in  wfeich  i  had  satis- 
faction. 

:da*    Whik  wsutii^  this  morning  at  meeting. 


tfii  i  ffifouj^t,  it  Wisdom^j  gate,  an  anenpecteil 
and  strong  temptation  was  presented  to  my  mhiil 
t)y  the  grand  adversary ;  but  I  trust  I  did  not  in 
any  meastire  join  in  therewith :  and  my  isecret  cry 
to  the  Lord  was  for  preservation,  and  that  he 
<would  be  pleased,  in  his  irtfintte  mercy,  Tather  to 
cut  shout  the  thread  df  my  *Kfe,  than  that  I  shotiU 
ftve  to  dishonour  his  holy  name.  Oh,  tlie  distress 
k  brought,  lest  I  should  be  separated  from  'flie  hm 
•cf<;od4 

a3.  My  mind  itenewcdly  humbled,  tinder  % 
Btnse  df 'my  own  wealeness,  and  the  subtilty  df  the 
unwearied  adversary;  of  which  t  had  a  paitrfuS 
proof  yesterday,  O,  to  be  enabled  to  draw  near 
him,  who  can  alone  preserve  from  the  devourer. 

26.  This  day  mucli  given  up  to  family  con* 
cferns  and  company,  I  think  1  may  say  in  ^  cross 
to  my  own  will,  feeling  some  pantdngs  after  hea* 
vcnly  bread.  A  little  refreshment  before  I  retired 
to  rest.  Oh,  the  privilege  of  reposing  our  cares  . 
in  Him,  who  alone  is  able  to  sustain  the  poor 
drooping  soul  amidst  the  many  conflicts  it  has  had 
to  encounter,  in  its  passage  to  (I  trust)  a  better 
country  ! 

30.  Though  a  silent  meeting,  yet  to  my  mind 
a  very  favoured  one,  far  beyond  my  deserts :  yet 
towards  the  conclusion,  attacked  with  sleepiness  ^ 
which  1  had  Teason  to  fear  had  prevailed  with 
Some,  much  to  their  hurt.  Oh,  the  supineness  and 
indifference  of  some  who  ou^t,  from  thair  ad- 
vanced age,  to -stand  as  pilhr©  in  ihe'drorch^  an^ 
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strengthen  the  weak  hands  9f  us  who  are  so  much 
younger! 

Fifth  Month,  1791. 

3.  A  wrong  disposition  got  up  this  morning, 
(even  something  of  murmuring  and  complaining) 
on  comparing  my  situation  with  some  others  who 
are  more  favoured  with  the  company  of  valuable 
friends.  Was  thankful  to  feel  it  corrected,  and 
«elf  brought  into  abasement,  on  considering  the 
many  blessings  I  enjoy  beyond  thousands  *,  and 
that  the  best  of  teachers,  who  can  never  be  re- 
moved into  a  comer,  is  ever  near,  and  all--sufHcient 
to  those  that  trust  in  him.  Surely  he  hath  dealt 
bountifully  with  me,  far  beyond  my  deserts.  How 
ungrateful  then  to  repine  at  his  dispensations  !  O, 
my  soul,  be  thy  clothing  dust  and  ashes. 

4.  More  quiet  and  comfortable  to-day,  but  no 
time  for  retirement  till  after  I  went  to  bed ;  when 
I  sought  Him  whom  my  soul  loveth  5  and  he  was 
pleased  to  refresh  my  wearied  soul. 

8.  A  favoured  time  at  meeting.  How  is  the 
Lord  pleased,  at  times,  to  make  the  .desert  blossom 
as  the  rose  1        . 

9.  Poorly  in  health,  and  apprehensive  by  my 
feelings  that  I  should  be  quite  ill ;  yet  favoured 
•with  resignation  to  whatever  the  Lord  shall  be 
pleased  to  dispense,  either  sickness  or  health,  be- 
lieving it  will  be  all  ordered  in  best  wisdom. 

10.  Better  to-day,  which  is  cause  of  thankful- 
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ness ;  and  what  ^s  still  more  so^  that  I  was  fa- 
voured to  approach  Him  **  who  is  the  health  of 
•*  my  countenance." 

11.  A  beautiful  morning!  I  rose  early,  and 
methought  my  mind  being  perfectly  calm,  re- 
sembled  the  cloudless  sky ;  but  meeting  with  some 
cross  events,  was  not  enough  on  my' guard,  but 
suffered  it  to  be  ruffled,  which  brought  me  into 
humiliation;  and  I  was  desirous  of  repairing  to  the 
washing  pool,  that  I  might  be  cleansed  from  every 
defiling  and  hurtful  thing. 

12.  Spent  good  part  of  the  day  in  profitable 
reading,  which  tended  to  draw  my  mind  heaven- 
ward. How  much  of  my  time  have  I  squandered 
in  the  fore  part  of  my  life,  in  reading  books  of  a 
pernicious  tendency ! 

23.  My  mind  too  much  outward,  which  surely 
bringeth  with  it  its  own  punishment — a  sensible 
deprivation  of  the  presence  of  God.  What  greatcj^ 
punishment ! 

24.  My  mind,  having  suffered  hunger,  was  led 
to  pant  after  heavenly  bread :  which  was  graciously 
vouchsafed  in  my  retirement  to-day.  Oh,  this 
best  of  blessings !  Nothing  short  of  it  can  satisfy 
the  quickened  soul.  * 

29.  A  tim^  of  labour  in  the  morning :  yet  not 
deserted  by  the  good  Husbandman.  Went  to 
meeting  in  the  afternoon  in  great  weakness  j  when 
quite  unexpectedly,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  break 
in  upon  my  soul  with  his  life-giving  presence,  and 
by  removing  the  spirit  of  heaviness,  to  array  it  with 
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the  garment  of  praise  :  and  Iljeliere  others -were 
Inade  partakers  of  the  same  inestimable  tflessing. 


Sixth  Month,  i79if* 

I.  No  time  for  retirement  to-day;  yet  in  my 
-soKtary  walk  met  with  the  beloved  of  souls,  who 
^Sweetly  attracted  me,  and  mekcd  me  into  tears 
tinder  a  sense  of  his  goodness  and  my  own  nothing- 
ness:  feeling  at  that  time  that  all  good  proceeded 
■from  him,  and  that  it  is  only  as  we  receive  ability 
from  him,  that  wc  can  do  any  thing  aright. 

5.  A  tim^  of  sweet  encouragement  at  meetings 
this  morning.  O,  that  such  seasons  may  be 
rightly  improved.  Staid  at  home  in  the  afternoon^ 
ijBrom  necessity. 

7.  No  time  for  retirement  to-day;  though  I 
Itrove  hard  for  it,  and  was  as  often  disappointed  : 
yet  the  sweet  quiet  I  felt  in  the  evening  induced  - 
me  to  believe  that  my  desires  were  accepted  by  the 
father  of  mescies.  How  much  better  is  it  to 
Spend  one  hour  in  thy  courts  than  a  thousand  else- 
where, yea  preferable  to  the  most  refined  delights 
ibis  world  can  yield  ! 

10.  A  tfme  of  labour  at  meeting,  being 
humbly  desirous  of  being  directed  aright  in  a  little 
service  which  I  believe  was  required  of  me. 

11.  Wrote  a  letter  to  a  young  man,  who  I 
believed  had  been  favoured  with  an  extraordinary 
TisitatioDi  and  who  I  was  fearful  was  going  back* 
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^"Xvtird,  fbrnid  Tpcf?rcc  -in  ffischsrrgmg  What  I  be- 
'RereA  to -be  -nry  dtrty,  leaving  the  event. 

12.  A  time  of  digging  deep,  yet  laboured  not 
•in  Tain,T>erng  faivoured  tp  drmk  a  lirtle  at  the  pure 
fountain  of  life.    Afternoon,  an  uncommonly  labo-^ 

*Tiaus  meeting;  and  though  my  mind  was  deeply 
exercised  for  ihe  arisings  of  life,  I  could  scarcely 
feel  «ny.  Times  and  seasons  are  in  the  -Lord** 
hand ;  and  no  doubt  4>iit  'these  stripping,  proving 
ones,  aire  intended  for  a  ^ial  cf  our  £aith  ^aiad 

patience. 

13.  The -rest  of  thi«  week  confined  by  illnea(|^ 
"Under  Mrhich  J  was  preserved  in  a  good  degree  •«>£ 
composure  and  resignation  to  the  divine  will ;  s^d 
was  favoured  at  seasons,  to  feel  tll^ Physician  of 
Value  near,  whose  heavenly  presence  can  sh^d 
peace  and  comfort  even  on  the  bed  6t  sickness. 

19-  Well  enough  to  get  to  meeting,  which  I 
^^steemred  a  favour,  and  i^hich  proved  a  precioui 
fceart-ttendering  season* 

*2o.  A^hort,  but  sweet  refresTiing  season  to-day, 
which  I  thought  helped  to  support  me,  through  ah 
unpleasant  conference  with  the  young  man  to 
wliom  I  had  written.  I  fear  he  is  in  an  unsafe  spot. 

21.  My  mind  a  little  relieved  (though  by  no 
means  wholly)  from  the  burthen  thrown  on  it  yes- 
terday, and  is  deeply  humbled,  fearing  I  havfe 
done  wrong  in  giving  him  my  advicej  yet  thouglft 
I  did  it  in  much  simplicity,  and  ^under  an  appre- 
hension of  duty.  O,  to  be  rightly  directed,  is  Urn 
f incere  prayer  of  my  lieart. 
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22.  Rather  comforted  under  a  belief  that  I  did 
right  in  writing,  though  it  had  not  the  desired 
effect, 

25.  On  a  review  of  this  day,  think  my  mind 
has  been  too  much  outward,  yet  found  time  for  a 
little  retirement,  in  which  it  was  drawn  to  aspire 
after  a  bettej  state,  even  perfect  holiness. 

28.  No  suitable  time  for  retirement.  Caught 
myself  entertaining  vain  and  silly  thoughts.  Was 
desirous  they  might  be  taken  from  me,  which  was 
granted  me ;  and,  though  in  company,  my  mind  was 
sweetly  attracted  upwards,  feeling  sensibly  that  all 
.was  lighter  than  vanity  when  compared  with  the 
joys  of  God's  salvation. 

Seventh  Month,  1791. 

3.  Our  quarterly  meeting  not  large :  I  thought 
the  forepart  of  the  meeting  heavy,  yet  not  wholly 
deserted  by  the  great  and  good  Husbandman,  who 
is  still  mindful  of  his  little  ones. 

4.  The  meeting  this  morning  I  thought  a 
favoured  season  j  a  fresh  extension  of  heavenly  re- 

fgard  to  the  backsliders  in  our  Israel.  My  poor 
mind  was  earnestly  turned  to  the  Lord  for  help  and 
strength,  which  was  graciously  given  me  to  go 
through  the  service  of  the  meeting  as  clerk. 

6.  A  close  trial  this  morning  in  parting  with 
.a  beloved  sister;  and  the  prayer  of  my  heart  was  to 
the  Father  of  mercies,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
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be  with  her  in  the  way  that  she  goes,  and  be  unt# 
her  as  a  wall  of  defence  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left. 

14.  Felt  sweetly-  peaceful  this  morning,  and 
something  of  the  hovering  wing  of  antient  good- 
ness, even  while  employed  in  the  business  of  the 
day :  but,  alas  !  for  want  of  watchfulness  missed 
my  way;  and  though  it  is  whgt  many  would 
esteem  a  small  thing,  yet  I  felt  it  to  be  wrong.  O 
for  more  stability.  How  doth  the  soul,  measurably 
redeemed  from  the  pollutions  of  the  world,  feel 
even  small  crimes !  I  am  .thankful  to  feel  it  so^ 
and  earnestly  desire  that  this  swift  witness  against 
every  appearance  of  evil,  may  be  my  constant 
companion  through  time. 

15.  A  hard  struggle  with  a  spirit  of  indiffer-^ 
cnce  and  lukewarmness,  which  beset  me  at  meet* 
ing  to-day;  but  with  thankfulness  may  acknow- 
ledge that,  in  degree,  I  obtained  the  victory, 
through  the  gracious  assistance  of  Him  who  saw 
my  feeble  endeavours  and  blessed  them :  to  whon^ 
be  the  praise. 

19.  Felt  comfortable  to-day  notwithstanding 
some  unpleasant  circumstances.  Favoured  with  a 
little  access  to  the  throne  of  grace;  where  in 
deep  prostration,  my  poor  wearied  soul  begged  a 
renewal  of  strength  to  hold  on  its  way. 

22.  A  favoured  season  at  pieeting  this  mom* 
ing ;  which,  methi^ks,  should  have  proved  a  suffi- 
cient incitement  to  keep  my  heart  with  all  dili- 
gencej  ,&c-   instead   of  w)iich  gave  way  in  the 
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'itfterAOon  to  «  wandering  divposition,  Bird  €trcftvg 
lights  of  imagination,  which  surely  lead  from  thtit 
peaceful  and  quiet  habitation,  which,  methougbt 
my  soul  enjoyed  this  morning.  O,  may  it  be  fa- 
voured to  get  again  into  the  valley,  where  there  fe 
safety. 

27.  Favoured  in  my  retiirement  to-day;  yrt 
was  guJlty  of  a  weakness  in  the  evening,  in  saying 
Sunday  to  a  person  not  a  Friend,  for  which  I  feh 
tondemnation,and*desire  to  abide  humbly -under  it. 

28.  This  day  passed  I  trust  in  humility  anfl 
fevLTi  and  I  was  favoured  in  the  evening  fer 
?>eyond*my  deserts,  with  -sweet  access  to  the  throne 
of  grace,  .where  I  implored  forgiveness  and  more 
stability  for  the  future. 

29.  Was  desirous  this  morning  at  meeting  of 
iwtting  like  Mary  of  old,  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  j  an4 
to  be  taught  of  him  ;  when  it  was  shown  me 
that  I  was  not  enough  pure;  that  the  warfare 
must  be  continued,  and  that  daily.  O,  that  I 
tmgfat  be  thoroughly  eleansed* 


3&GHTH  Month,  rygi. 

*2.  Was  favoured  in  my  retirenaent  to-day  tf^ 
recur,  as  it  were,  to  Bethel  (where  the  Lord  was 
"first  pleased  to  visit  my  soul),  and  gratefuMy  to  call 
to  mind  his  gradous  dealings  with  me.  Thouglx 
bis  appearance  was  at  first  very  low  and  smsdl^ 
even  as  it  b  compared  to  a  grain  -of  mustsrd  ^ed^ 
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j^  he  wa«  pleated  to  incline  my  heart  to  priie  ik, 
and  in  abundant  condescension  hath  been  pleased 
to  encreaae  ray  store  ;  and,  blessed  for  ever  .be  his 
/holy  na<)e.»  hath  kept  me  alive  to  this  very  day^  Q^ 
liiat  I  may  never  turn  aside  to  the  right  band  or 
the  left}  but  deeply  ponder  the  path  of  my  dfeet» 
«nd  let  my  ^eye  look  straight  forwards 

6. .  A  sweet  ref ceding  season  this  erenhigi) 
j^^g  favoured  to  partake  of  thsct  stream  whidi 
4CDakes  glad  ijie^whole  heritage  of  JGod.  How  unii» 
twoitby  such  ^goodness !  Did  not  choose  to  goxMt 
•diis  evening  le^  I  should  lose  die  ^w^et  savismr^  ; 

'8.  De^ly  liiimbkd  to>-day  under  a  sense  tof  tstf 
cwn  tinworthinesG,  and  a  fear  that  «iy  love  w  ^ot 
•sufficiently  purf  ^nd  chaste  towards  Christ,  wh# 
is  alone  worthy  of  our  afiections.  O,  to  be  moit 
vreaned  from  the  world. 

12.  A  very  favowed  heart-t^nderlog  seasoil 
this  morntng  atimeeting;  but  toAvards  the  close  4i 
scheme  df  benevolence  caught  my  attemion*; 
^hichy  though  there  was  something  ^pecious^  in  itH 
appearance,  dvew  my  mind  off  its  proper  w«rtch. 
Thus  can  the  enemy  transform  him^^lf  as  inito  aa 
•on^el  /of  light,  in  order  to  gam  Ibis  ends. 

1 7^  Shook  off  sloth,  and  rose  eavly^  lAat  € 
might  have  a  little  time  for  retirement  befose  the 
rest  of  the  family  were  stirring  ^  that,  waiting  at 
Wisdom's  gate,  my  mind  might  be  influenced  sa 
as  tO'Step  safely  Aroiigh  the  day^  yet  did-^not  fed 
the  divine  preaense  so  jsensibiy  as  many^  ticoeju 
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May  I  be  sufficiently  humbled  ^  not  doubting  bui 
the  deficiency  was  on  my  part.    , 

23.  A  sweet  cloudless  morning.  I  rose  with 
a  tranquil  mind,  being  desirous  of  prdservation 
through  the  day  ;  and  surely  I  had  need  of  it,  find- 
ing fresh  exercise  for  my  patience. 

24.  A  refreshing  time  this  evening,  under  4:Tie 
belief  that  it  was  nothing  short  of  the  good  hand 
of  God,  that  first  inclined  my  heart  thus  to  reli- 
gious retirement.  It  was  not  from  any  imitation, 
not  knowing  any,  at  the  time  I  began,  that  were  in 
the  practice  ;  but  I  can  with  thankfulness  acknow- 
ledge, that  it  hath  been  abundantly  blessed  to. me. 

28.  I  sensibly  felt  the  divine  presence  this 
morning  at  meeting,  and,  under  a  ^ense  of  my  mai> 
nifold  infirmities,,  was  led  to  aspire  after  a  greater 
degree  of  holiness  and  renewed  strength  ta  watk 
uprightly;  seeing  some  who  had,  I  belie;ve,.made 
a  good  beginning,  turning  aside  from  the  narrow 
way;  not. being  {I  fear)  humble  enough  to  teceive 
the  babe  Jesus  in  his  lowly  appearance;  but  per- 
haps expecting  great  things,  and  looking  as  some 
did  formerly  for  signs  and  wonders. 

31.  Very  well  in  my  bodily  health,  yet  fa^ 
loured  with  a  renewal  of  strength  to  press  for- 
Irard. 

NiNT  H  Month,  1 7  9 1  • 

I.  A  very  trying  day,  and  my  spirits,'  bciilg 
weak  ^rom  i^dispositidn,  could  hardly  bear  Qp 
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under,  it;  ,yet  earnestly  desired  an  increase  of 
patience  and  humble  resignation  under  every  zllctr 
ment,  however  trying. 

2.  A  stripping  time  at  meeting.  I  felt  weak, 
poor,  and  helpless,  like  a  little  child ;  having 
nothing  of  my  own,  and  scarcely  strength  to  ask  for 
a  little  help. 

4.  A  precious  meeting  in  the  morning.  Ih 
the  afternoon,  after  labouring  for  about  an  hour, 
without  gaining  what  my  soul  longed  for,  these 
words  opened  livingly  in  my  mind,  "  He  trod  the 
•*  wine-press  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  w^^ 
"  none  with  him,"  which  tendered  me  exceedingly: 
and  the  language  of  .my  soul  was»  that  I  might  not 
be  like  those  formerly  who  followed  him  for  th^ 
«ake  of  the  loaves  and  fishes ;  but  that  I  might 
be  willing^  to  be  his  faithful  companion  in  tribu- 
latton,  believing,  that  .if  ever  I  entered  the  kingdom 
it  must  be  through  suffering. 

13.  Went  a  journey,  and  poorly  in  health,  so 
that  I  could  not  have  retired  but  with  difficulty : 
and  am  fearful  of  appearing  more  in  shew  than  in 
substance;  yet  thought  I  felt  good  near,  and  was 
preserved  in  a  degree  of  quiet  and  (I  trust)  ipno- 
c^nce.  , 

21 .  **  The  heart  knoweth  his  own  bitterness  >*' 
and  were  it  not  that  I  am  sometimes  favoured  to 
partake  of  that  joy  with  which  the  stranger  cannot 
intermeddle,  surely  my  heart  would  have  fainted 
long  ago. 

24*    A  favoured  season  this  morning!  Surelj 


the  erftcnei"  wb  Tcpair  to  the  fountain,  t£e  tfto«f 
4ikaly  we  are  to  keep  our^garixients  unspotted  of  dte^ 
world. 

25.  A  time  of  labour  the  forepart  of  the  meet-^ 
ing-;  yet  being  desVvous  of  patiently  abiding  under 
it,  ^he  clouds  at  length  were  drspelled,  and  the 
Lord  was  pleased  to  arise  with  healing  vmier  h» 
^ings;  for  wtrich  favour  may  all  that  is  withia 
<ne  maghtfy  his  adorable  name. 

27 .  A  severe  struggle  this  morning  wirfi  initial 
f>osition»  What  a  favour,  in  such  :8ea8ons  ^ 
^distress,  to  feel  the  Physician  ^of  *vahie  near.;  anft 
Oh,  what  an  unspeakable  favour  to  have  a  weH- 
^ounded  hope,  that  when  this  earthly  tabemacle 
"dfaall  decay,  we  shall  have  a  better  mansion  pv6^ 
-pared  for  us,  even  a  house  eternal  in  the  heavens  ^ 
.  29.  No  time  for  retirement  to-day ;  yet  fek  nay 
tnind  sweetly  attracted  upwards,  several  times  in 
the  course  of  the  day;  -especially  in  the  evening 
^hen  in<:ompany,  so  that.I^ould  scarcely  sefrain. 
from  tears^. 

TfewTH  Month,  1791  r 

• 

3*  Our  quarterly  meeting  at  Esher.  A  jpRf^ 
Ctousheart*tendering  time  at  meeting  this  mormng^ 
iRfter  eome  conflict.  At  the  conclusion  of  ^ 
ineeting  for  woi^hip,  teceived^he  affecting  intelli«> 
^ence  of  the  death  of  in-y  beloved  uncle  Jeremiafc 
Waring,  which  affected  most,  if  not  all  friends 
present:  ;hia  removal  being  considered  a  publick 
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1m8«.  Maff^  siodv  ^  We  h^e-  lost  a  fad^;!  fb)^ 
fnch  he  was  to  the  meeting  he  belong^  to*  Als^ 
who  is  there  likely  to  fill  the  vacant  seats-  of  th« 
^irorthiesremovBdf  .May  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
be  pleased  t3o  raifie  up  some;  for  surely  ther  atatef 
<if  dkiags  id  this  quarter  ja  lamentable4 

6w.  Have-  dwelt  iBUf:h'  m  the  valley  these  l^iet 
three  days);  thoii^  I  met  with  some  interruptioasyi 
from  company),  yet  k  hatb  seemed  a  weaning  time, 
O  for  srmoTe.  per£eet  dedic^on  of  heart  to.  the 
Lord  and  his  service. 

9. .  Went  fo*  Akoiiy  to  the  funeral  of  my  be- 
hoved uncle ;  the  company  much  smaller  tlian*  it; 
would  otherwise  have  been,  owing  to  the  verywelj 
'wea'then  The  fore-part  of  the  meeting  I  thought 
nmch  favoured  V  feeling  that  which  is  beyond< 
words.  A  solemn  pause  at  the' grave,,  notwith'^- 
standing  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.. 

12.  Was  at  Alton  week-day  meeting;  at 
'vriiich  though  i  found  enough  to'  do  to  keep  my^ 
mind  upon  the  watch,^  yet  I  think  on  tlie  whole  iti 
was  a  favoured  season.  Returned  home  in  the^ 
afternoon;  found  aU  well;  fresh  cddse  for  tliank*- 
ftflnes&and  bwlmessi! 

14*  **  Stand  in  awe,  and^stn  not,!'  wasi  sweetly 
impreased  00  my  mind  soon  softer  my  firs^  sitting 
dt^wn  in  meetifig^.  and  a^  refreshing  sea^aofi^  itr 
proved,  my  soul  being  led  as  into  fresk  and  greeot 
pt6turee.;.yea^.I  was  maide  to  He  down  and  rest  as 
at  noon-day..  Oh».  that  Qoe;so  lusworthy  sbooJck 
bcL  faYouxed:  wMiu  thi&  bleat  oil  esperieace !  H^lin^ 
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withstanding^  before  the'  meetmg  closed^  I  got  off 
my  watch :  such  is  the  instability  of  human  nature 
when  left  to  itself. 

1 6.  A  time  of  close  exercise  this  morning  at 
meeting,  in  which  I  had  to  believe,  that  my  feet 
would  be  turnei  into  a  narrower  path  than  I  had 
hitherto  walked  in,  and  that  the  day  of  the  Lord 
must  come  upon  all  pleasant  pictures.  O,  may  I 
be  enabled  to  dwell  with  the  consuming  fire,  and 
freely  give  up  to  the  sword  that  which  is  appointed 
for  destruction. 

22,  My  strength  a  little  renewed  this  morning 
in  my  retirement.  How  sweet  and  profitable  are 
these  seasons ! 

23.  A  refreshing  season  at  meeting  this  morn- 
ing :  yea,  I  thought  the  -stone  was  rolled  from 
the  well's  mouth,  so  that  my  soul,  with  some 
others  present,  was  favoured  to  drink  flreely  of  the 
waters  of  life.  O,  that  all  were  gathered  to  this 
fountain  ;  then  would  there  not  be  so  many 
barren  ones  amongst  us,  as  is  now  sorrowfully  the 
case. 

26*  Received  the  affecting  account  of  the 
death  of  a  relation,  who  hath  left  a  wife  with  four 
small  children.  It  hath  shown  to  my  mind  the  ne- 
cessity of  digging  deep;  that  when  afflictions  like 
,  these  are  permitted  to  come,  we  may  know  a  safe 
hiding  place  from  the  storm. 

29.  Surely  my  mind  resembles  the  dove  after 
making  excursions  from  the  ark  (that  place  of 
•afety)  j  but,  finding  no  rest  for  the  sole  of  her 
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foot,  retorna  wearied,  yet  with  delight,  to  It.  And 
Oh,  the  adorable  goodness  of  God  !     How  is  he» 
as  it  were,  putting  forth  his  hand  and  receiving  me^ 
hito  this  quiet  habitation !     O,  that  I  may  nerer 
•tray  from  it; 

31.  My  mind  a  little  animated  to  press  for- 
ward in  the  heavenly  race,  by  reading  a  sweet  ac- 
count of  a  youth  but  sixteen  years  of  age  ;  yet  who 
had  far  outstripped  me.  O,  may  it  excite  to  en- 
creasing  vigilance  and  circumspect  walking  j  that 
I  also  may  at  the  conclusion  of  time,  have  an  inhe- 
ritance among  the  saints,  and  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect. 


Eleventh  Month,  1791. 

2.  Company  and  visiting  have  tiiken  up  much 
of  my  time  to-day  :  yet  could  not  go  comfortably  to 
bed  without  feeling  after  the  divine  healing  virtue, 
and  taking  a  solemn  review  of  the  day^  in  which  I 
felt  no  condemnation  :  so  went  to  bed  in  pieace. 

4.  Strengthened  in  thy  solitary  sitting  to-day  ; 
being  favoured  to  partake  of  the  water  which  it 
freely  offered  to  those  that  seek  it.  Oh,  that  so 
many  should  slight  so  great  a  blessing  ! 

7.  Have  spent  my  time  to-day  in  good  and  pro-  . 
fitable  company,  and  my  mind  much  occupied  in 
an  affair  of  some  importance ;  yet  upon  a  review, 
think  I  might  have  stolen  a  little  time  for  retire- 
ment, that  I  might  have  had  the  more  full  enjoy-  v 


mcMEift  of  hh  preseiice  ^vlricb  I  ough^  to  pf«£ev  to 
e^cevy  consideration  aod  which  I,  someciniesy  hcfp€ 
Ldo:  but  through  the  ips^bility  of  nature,  ofttmnei' 
TkisB  my  way. 

II.  A  ^precious  season  at  meeting-  this  moni- 
iugi*  tho«gh  a  silent  oae>  and  but  very  few  there  ; 
y.0t.  surely  we  were  favoured  to  feel  that  gracious 
pKOmlse  ve^Fified,  that  where  two  or  three  arc 
gathewd  in  the  name  of  Christ,  there  will  he  be  in 
tl^e  inidst  of  them, 

13.  Another  favoured  meeting ;,  and  notwith- 
standing, as  Benjamin  Kic-d  had  to  express,  many^ 
considering  our  small  numbtT,  are  sick,  and  weaklyj 
and  some  asleep;  yet  the  Lord  is  still  graciously - 
remembering  Zion,  and  satisfying  her  poor  with 
bread. 

20.  Confined  these  two  last  days  by  indispo- 
sition. It  was  some  trial  to  be  kept  from  meet- 
ing*, but  knowing  whence  all  good  cometh,  and 
waiting  in  my  solitary  sitting  to  feel  him,  who  is 
omnipresent,  near  to  sustain  my  feeble  mind,  he 
was  graciously  pleased  to  revisit  my  soul  with  his 
life-gtving  presence.  In  the  afternoon  I^ad  a  little 
conference  wi'.h  a  dear  niece,  in  which  I  imparted 
seme  spiritual  advice;  being  anxiously  concerned 
that  she  may  seek  die  God  of  her  Fathers,  now  is 
her  youthful  days*. 

aF.  Poor,  weak,  and  low,  both  as  to  my  out- 
ward and  inward  state.  How  do  I  long,  like  the 
pt)or  woman  fjrmerly,  to  touch  but  the  hem  of 
iii/.garment|  that  I  might  be  made  whole. 
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'  aj,  A  Httle  revived  iind  comforted  to-day,  in 
the  belief  that  I  am  still  preferring  Jerusalem  to 
'my  chief  joy.  O,  may  "  my  right  hand  forget 
*•  her  cunning,"  and  "  my  tongue  cleave  to  the 
**  roof  of  my  mouth/'  rather  than  I  should  de- 
sert a  cause  so  precious.  -  "  • 

25.  In  my  siknt  sitting  at  meeting  this  mom* 
ing,  some  clear  openings^  How  is  tfie  Lord 
hiding  the  mysteries  of  his  kingdom  now,  a$ 
formerly,  from  the  wise  and  prudent  of  this  wo^d, 
and  revealing  them  to  babes  and  sucklings  J  For- 
•ever  blessed  be  his  holy  name! 

27.  When  I  brought' my  gift  to  the  altar  to- 
^ay,  I  saw  that  I  had  done  something  which  was 
to  be  removed  before  it  could  be  accepted ;  yet, 
endeavoured  to  reason  it  away,  thinking  it  was 
too  trifling  to  be  required;  but  it  was  clearly 
shown  me,  that  I  was  not  to  look  at  the  smallness 
of  the  sacrifice,  if  the  Lord  saw  meet  to  require  it . 
at  nay  hands,  who  "  seeth  not  as  man  seethe"  I 
am  thankful  that  I  was  enabled  to  take  up  the 
cross  and  yield  obediences  in  which  I  found 
peace.  May  I  ever  thus  attend  to  the  ^ure  dis- 
coveries  of  this  divine  teacher. 

29.  Spent  the  fore-part  of  the  day  profitably  5 
but  walking  out  in  the  evening  met  with  several 
acquaintances,  with  whom  I  conversed  ;^  and  my 
mind  got  too  much  into  the  spirit  of  the  world 
which  separates  from  the  spirit  of  Christ.  Feeling 
this  to  be  my  situation,  endeavoured  to  turn  in«. 
ward  and  feel  after  that  wbid^  crucifies  to  die 
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3^.  Another  afFectlng  instance  of  the  unceiv 
tMtity  of  time,  in  the  sudden  removal  of  dear 
Mary  Merry  weather,  a  mother  in  our  Israel.  A 
iMripping  time  surely ! 

4*  How  frequently  necessary  are  the  opera* 
tiO»s  of  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  to  separate  be- 
twixt the  precious  and  the  yile  j  and  though  it  19 
painful  to  the  creaturely  part,  yet  am  thankful  to 
fcel  this  work  going  on.  O,  that  it  may  re- 
moT-e^  (though  it  may  divide  as  betwixt  the  joints 
jmd  the  marrow) 'every  thing  that*  is  contrary  to  the 
pure  mind  and  will  of  the  Lord,  is  the  sincere 
prayer  of  my  heart. 

6.  My  mind  sweetened  and  refreshed  by  the 
'  ftnewed  visitation  of  the  heavenly  Father's  love, 
very  early  thi^  morning  before  day-light,  as  I  lay 
cfn  my  pillow  5  so  that  I  can  say  from  some  de- 
gree of  living  experience,  good  is  the  Lord  and 
worthy  to  be  feared  and  served  for  ever.  - 

II.  A  favoured  season  at  meeting,  both  morn- 
ing and  afternoon.  It  was  ishown  me  that  I 
dieiild  dwiell  more  in  the  meekness ;  and  my  heazi; 
was  affected  wiA  the  recollection  of  our  bJessedT 
&viour^  example  of  meekness  and  padenee  under 
•ufiering.  O,  that  I  might,  indeed,  be  enabled 
i»  foHow  itrm  wludicTioeYer  he  is  pleaded  to  lead; 
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14*  ttave  been  confined  tbese  three  days  by  in^ 
disposidon^  having  had  another  attack  of  t}\e  pal- 
pitation; The  struggle  was  so  violent;  that  had 
not  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  underneath,  I  think 
I  never  could  have  survived  it;  but  though  the 
bilk>wi  rose  high  they  were  not  perimitted  to  over^^^ 
whelm  me.  I  still  feel  weak  and  low  every  way^ 
yet  have  not'tast  away  my  confidence^  believing 
the  Lord  is  still  near,  though  be  is  pleased,  at  tilnep^ 
to  hide,  as  it  were,  his  face  from  me. 

15.  A  sweet  refreshing  season  to-day,  at* 
tended  with  an  earnest  desire  that  I  may  not  be 
found  in  an  unprepared  state  to  meiBt  the  Brid^ 
grooni  of  souls.  O,  that  I  may  be  preserved 
chaste  in  my  love  to  him  is  the  earnest  breathing 
of  my  soul.    - 

18.  In  the  fore  part  of  the  meetiug  the  enemy 
was  near  spreading  his  sns^res,  and  seeking  to  dravr 
my  poor  mind  otf  its  watch  ;  but  my  eye  and  cry 
being  to  the  Lord,  who  beheld  the  conflict,  he  was 
pleased,  iir  gracious  condescension,  to  appear  for 
my  help,  and  the  renewal  of  my  strength.  May  I 
walk' more  worthy  such  unmerited  goodness. 

19.  "  Strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way^ 
**  which  leadeth  unto  life,"  I  find  it  so;  but,  O, 
may  I  never  grow  weary  of  striving  to  enter  in^ 
nor  faint  in  my  mind ;  ever  keeping  in  remem- 
brance that  the  crown  is  at  the  end  of  the  race. 

a  I .  Let  the  day  pass  over  without  retiring,  sut 
fexing  little  things  to  prevent  me:  but  not  feeling 
tasy  under  this  omission,  when  I  retired  to  rest,  I 


besought  the  Lord  to.  forgive  me,  and  strengthen 
me  in  fixture  to  follow  him  more  faithfully,  being 
desirous  to  wash  mine  hands  in  innocency,  that  so 
I  might  encompass  his  holy  altar.  t 

26.  Oh,  the  daily  warfare  that  must  be  main* 
tained,  if  we  would  run  the  Christian  .race! 
nothing  short  of  a  frequent  supply  of  divine  nou- 
rishment can  enable  us  to  endure  the  combat. 

31.  And  now  I  am  come  to  the  dose  of  the 
year,.  On  looking  back  I  am  a  little  revived  with 
the  hope,  that  if  I  have  not  made  much  progress  I 
have  nof  been  going  backward ;  and  though  I  stil) 
feel  myself  a  poor  weak  creature,  yet  I  have  abund- 
ant cause  of  thankfulness  th^t  I  am  still  preserved 
in  the  land  of  the  liviqg,  notwithstanding  the 
snaiiy  assaults  of  an  unwearied  enemy.  Though 
I  k;iow  i;iot  what  trials  may  await  me,  yet  I  desire 
Hot 'to  be  anxious  about  the  future  ;  but  rest  in  ^, 
firm  reliance  on  the  Lord,  that  whatever  he  may 
see  meet  to  dispense,  will  be  for  my  good,  even  a^ 
for  jdaily  bread,  ^ay  I  be  preserved  in  it,  and 
then  let  come  what  wi/l  come,  I  believe  it  will  be 
fvell  with  me..  Ph !  this  state  of  humble  depends 
i^noe  is  very  pre^cious  in  my  sight,. 


First  Mokth,  179^. 

4:  i  am  truly  derirous  that  I  may  not  be  more  in 
ihow  than  substance.  A  specious  outside  may  im» 
pose  on  men>  but  the  Lord  i»  a  heart- searchbg 
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tJo4;ry^/'he  trieth  the  reins.*'-  Seardh' riie, 
O  Lord,  and  know  my  ways,  and  if  iniquit/  be 
found  within  me,  be  pleased  to  take  it  away ;  it  is 
in  thy  sight  I  desire  to  stand  acquitted,  let  others 
*  think  of  me  as  they  will. 

6.  A  silent  meeting,  yet  to  me  a  season  of  re- 
freshment, being  favoured  with  a  little  of  the  ce-, 
lestial  rain.  How  precious  are  these  watering  sea- 
sons !  surely  they  are  intended  to  encrease  fruit- 
fulness,  may  mine  bAr  some  proportion  to  the  la- 
bour bestowed  by  the  good  husbandman,  who  is  so 
frequently  raising  good  desires  in  my  mind  ;  but, 
alas !  how  are  they  often  weakened  by  the  lower- 
ing concerns  of  this  world  ! 

12.  My  mind  was  led  in  my  retirement  to-day, 
to  press  after  heavenly  treasure,  which  alone  can 
enrich,  and  is  not  subject  to  decay ;  nor  will  it 
ever  wax  old^  like  a  garment.  Oh,  the  excellency 
of  divine  Jove :  how  far  doth  it  transcend  even  the 
most  refined  delights  of  this  world ;  antient,  yet 
ever  hew  !  May  I  dwell  under  its  holy,  preserving, 
sweetening  influence. 

1 6.  **  He  which  soweth  sparingly  shall  reap 
**  also  sparingly,"  **  but  the  hand  of  the  diligent 
"  make th  rich  ;*'  may  I  be  of  this  number. 

1 8.     How  do  I  love  to  feel  self-abased,  and  my. 
soul  reduced  to  a  child-like  state,,  believing  it  to 
be  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies I 

ao.  A  humbling  time  at  meeting,*  under  a 
belief  that  something  would  be  required  of  me. 


ivhich  %ould1>e  a  great  cross  to  my  natural  disj^ 
litlon ;  yet  zm  desirous  of  dwelling  low^  and,  if 
the  concern  should  xontinue^  thatlmay  be.enabh4 
to  do  it  faithfully)  though  it  shpuldconjwe  the  re^ 
iprd  of  the  person  reproved. 

24*  A  dreadful  alarm  of  fire  in  the  night  <^ 
jout  premises ;  but  through  the  unape^able  goodii* 
ness  of  FroYJ^ence^  it  was  got  under  without  any 
material  damage.  O^  how  do  I  desire  to  he  madt 
thankful  enou^.  for  this  renewed  instance  <^  dip. 
vine  preservation  I  But  alas  !  I  feel  so  poor  and. 
exhausted,  both  in  mind  and  body,  th^t  I  fear  my  . 
gratitude  is  not  enough  lively  and  fervent :  yet  a 
little  hope  revives  my  drooping  soul  that  our  mer* 
ciful  Creator,  who  knows  the  weakness  of  our 
frame,  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  integrity  of  my 
heart. 

25.  I^till  indisposed  and  poorly  from  the  lat» 
shock  ;  yet  having  bieen  favoured  with  a  little  of 
the  freiih  incomes  of  heavenly  love,  which  ia 
s^we^ter  to  my  taste  ^'  than  the  honey^  and  tha 
•*  honey-comb,"  I  could  desire  nothing  further^ 
this  enjoyment  being  more  than  a  counterbalance 
for  every  trial. 

28.  Have  been  taking  a  review  of  the  former 
part  of  my  life,  which  was  mostly  spent  in  fo^Iy 
and  vanity,  few,  I  think,  exceeding  me  therein,  as 
far  as  I  dared ;  yet,  I  remember  I  frequently  felt 
remorse,  and  had  at  times  good  desires  raised  in- 
my  mind  after  a  better  state,  but  having  a  wrong 
^isample  in  some  unprofitable  associates,'  I  becaoMi 
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gb^atljr  escraaged  and  wandered  for;  yet  ki  uiv> 
speakable  love  the  good  Shepherd  remembered  me, 
when  I-  had  forgotten  him  days  without  number  ; 
amd  atout  the  twenty-serenth  year  of  my  age  he 
stretched  forth  his  crook,  and  gently  drew  me 
back  into  his  fold.  How  is  my  heart  tendered 
widi  a  sense  of  his  goodnesis  as  I  write,  that  he 
shottkl  preseive  my  life  until  he  had  brought  me 
acquainted  with  himself,  and  shown  me  the  jjof9 
•f  his  salvation..  May  these  "^ings  sitik  deep  in 
nny  hearty  &e()uently  pondering  how  mttch  I  6fi^ 
to  the  Lord.' 


Second  Month,  1791. 

1.  Suffiffed  my  mind  to  be  iruffled  and  soured 
ky  some  cross  occurrences  this  morning;  which, 
however,  I  strove  to  suppress,  and  believe  it  was 
Hot  discovered  by  others ;  but  that  did  n6t  satisfy 
aae,  not  foding  that  sweet  peace  which  I  prize 
ibove  every  other  enjoyment.  I  retired  awhile, 
and,  centering  down  out  of  the  cumbers  and  cares 
which  had  perplexed,  was  favoured  to  feel  some- 

.  thing  of  that  healing  virtue,  which  now,  as  for- 
ftierly,  heals  every  malady,  and  alone  restores 
peace  and  tranquillity  within  our  borders. 

2.  A  pretty  comfortable  day,  and  I  hope  not 
5pent  in  vain.  Agreeable  tidings  in  the  evening  of 
some  ministering  friends  likely  to  come  this  way ; 
which  humbled  me  under  a  sense  of  the  goodness 
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•f  the  Abmghty,  who  had  thus  inclined  their  heaw 
to  visit  this  poor  spot. 

5.  When  I  brought  my  deeds  to  the  light  inr 
my  silent  sitting  at  meeting  this  morning,  me* 
thought  I  discovered  in  myself  an  eye  too  quick-' 
lighted  to  the  faOings  of  others>  and  not  enough 
to  to  my  own;  and  begged  that  eye  might  be 
plucked  outj  with  every  thing  that  is  of  an  offen- 
sive nature. 

II.  On  a  review  of  this  day  think  I  may  ven«r 
ture  to  say  it  hath  been  usefully  and  profitably 
spent. 

13.  A  bustling  day,  being  that  of  Godalming 
fair,  yet  I  endeavoured  to  keep  my  mind  as  much 
out  of  it  as  Ixould;  and,  finding  a  little  leisure^ 
took  a  solitary  walk  out  of  the  noise  and  bustle  v 
01  which  my  mind  was.  sweetly  impressed  with  a 
lively  sense  of  the  many  blessings  I  enjoyed  beyond 
thousands.  It  melted  me  into  tears,  and, my  heart 
overflowed  with  gratitude  to  the  bountiful  Author 
of  them  to  one  so  unworthy.  The  day  being  very 
fine,  ana  these  impressions  rendering  my  walk 
truly  delightful,  it  viraa  with  reluctance  I  quitted 
the  tranquil  spot  for  the  hurry  and  noise  of  the 
town. 

17.  I  found  it  hard  work  this  morning  at 
meeting  to  keep  my  poor  weak  mind  from  roving 
hither  and  thither,  not  could  I  find  a  resting  place, 
though  I  sought  it  with  many  tears,,  till  near  the 
conclusion,,  when  I  got  more  stayed,  and  felt  a» 
degree  of  sweetness  cover  my  mind. 
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^^3.  Rose  this  morning  a  Jittle  after  two  o'clocfe 
to  watch  with  my  dear  uncle  Kidd,  who  having' 
several  fine  sleeps,  I  was  desirous  of  improving 
this  season  of  solemn  quiet  to  my  own  advantage, 
by  repairing  to  the  inexhaustible  fountain  of  all 
effectual  help,  feeling  afresh  my  inability  to  do 
any  thing  aright,  even  to  direct  my  pwn  thoughts  j 

'  for  alas  !  are  they  hot  evil  continually  unless  pre- 
served under,  the  pure  influence  of  his  holy  fear? 
O,  that  my  soul  might  be  arrayed  therewith  as 
with  a  garment,  to  defend  it  from  the  various 
assaults  of  an  unwearied  enemy.  My  mind 
sweetened  and  refreshed  by  this  opportunity. 
24.     In  our  little  silent  gathering  to-day  my 

'  mind  was  replenished  with  celestial  showers,  yea, 
I  was  enamoured  with  the  goodness  and  loving 
kindness  of  God,  thus  extended  to  the  meanest  of 
his  woAs.  What  an  unspeakable  favour,  that  we 
finite  creatures,  should,  while  in  the  body,' be  per- 
mitted to  feel  in  degree  the  weight  of  that  glo- 
rious crown  which  is  reserved  for  those  that  hold 
out  to  the  end;  but  these  seasons  are  rare,  and 
intended  doubtless  to  animate  our  faith  ;  not  that, , 
we  should  tabernacle  here,  but  press  forward  for 
the  mark  J  O  may  I  move  on  in  fear  and  humility, 
and  so  witness  preservation  in  heights  as  well  as. 
in  depths. 

Third  Month,  i792r 

.  4.    When  I  sat  down  in  meeting  this  morning 
a  prayer  arose  in  my  heart,  that  X  jnigibt  be  prer 
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terved  from  forming  to  myself  any  likene$s\.Qr 
image,  and  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  worship  the. 
living  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  which  petition, 
I  trust,  was  measurably  granted.  The  afternoon 
!  thought  rather  heavy,  yet  not  altogether  unia-* 
gtructive,  it  being  shown  me  that  there  is  but  one 
path  which  leads  to  life.  Oh,  what-nieed  then  of 
'  CRcreasing  watchfulness! 

5.  Though  by  no  means  an  idle  day,  yet  I  let 
.  tjrifling  thoughts  put  By  my  retiring  awhile  to  feel 
after  a  renewal  of  strength.  Felt  uneasy  at  thia 
Qmission  on  going  to  bed,  nor  could  I  give  sleep 
to  mine  eyes,  till  I  had  humbled  myself  before  the 
Almighty,  and  craved  the  continuance  of  his 
fatherly  protection. 

8  &  Q.  Comfortable  as  to  the  outward :  when 
that  is  the  case  I  have  often  had  to  remark  the 
enemy  is  most  busy  with  his  assault?  5  yet  by  fre-. 
.  quently  retiring  inward  to  Him,  whose  nam^  is  ^ 
Strong  tower,  I  hope  he  hath  not  prevailed  so  as  to 
destroy  the  good  seed  of  the  kingdom :  strong  have 
been  my  cries  to  the  Lord  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  preserve  me  from  this  devourer. 

II.  A  searching  time  this  morning  at  meeting. 
Oh,  how  did  I  desire  that  every  unclean  thing 
might  be  brought  fortli  and  slain :  that  nothing 
might  be  spared,  which  was  appointed  for  de- 
struction; that  the  temple  of  my  heart  being 
made  cleaft,  the  Lord  might  delight  to  take  up 
his  abode  there !  I  felt  his  love  afresh  extended 
towards  m^  *»  and  my  ^oul  was  prostrated  before 
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him  under  a  sense  of  hb  matcblesa  gbodMis,  and 
my  own  vnworthiness.  ^ 

14.  Was  thankful  to  feel  a  wrong  dispositkm 
corrected.  O^  may  I  erer  attend  to  the  secret  1^ 
proofs  of  thia  divine  Instructor^  who  wonld  s»- 
suredly  lead  out  of  all  error  and  guide  nie  into  aU 
truth;  byt,  alas>  how  often  do  I  miss  my  way, 
for  want  of  a  more  steady  adherence  thereto;  and 
so  multiply  crosses  and  difficulties,  which  mofe 
watchfulness  might  prevent  f 

23.  My  mind  affected  this  morning  with  the 
account  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  a  relation,  who, 
I  fear,  is  not  fully  prepared  for  the  solemn  change; 
and  the  prayer  of  my  heart  was,  that  she  might  be 
spared  a  little  longer;  in  hopes  she  might  improve 
so  great  a  mercy  to  her  everlasting  benefit, 

24.  Feit  weak  and  poor  in  my  solitary  sitting 
to-day,  yet  no  room  for  repining,  believing  it  my 
due,  having  idled  away  several  hours  before  in  fri- 
volous readings 

275-  The  quarterly  meeting  at  Alton  ;  which  I 
believe  was  a  season  of  renewed  favour  to  many 
minds :  but  being  indisposed  with  head-ache,  and 
meeting  with  many  Friends,  unsettled  my  mind. 
I  found  it  hard  work  to  keep  on  the  watch,  so  that 
I  partook  but  in  a  small  degree  of  divine  good: 

'  yet  in  the  meeting  for  discipline,  was  sweetly  ten- 
dered at  the  reading  of  the  testimony  concerning 
dear  Mary  Merryweather ;  and  Jiving  desires  arose 

.  in  my  mind  to  that  gracious  Power,  which  had 
preserved  her  through  the  vicissitudet  of  omcy 
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and  at  length  centered  her  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
enemy,  that  he  would  also  be  pleased  to  preserve 
me  to  the  same  happy  conclusion.  Nor  can  I' 
doubt  his  watchful  providence^  who  hath  hitherto 
supported  me  and  poured  unnumbered  blessings  on 
my  head)  it  is  my  own  weakness  I  fear>  know- 
ing the  frailty  and  deceitfulness  of  my  own 
heart,  left  I  should  one  day  or  another  fall  by  the 
way. 

29.  My  mind  sweetly  refreshed  in  my  silent 
sitting  to-day  on  reading  the  two  last  chapters  in 
the  Revelations,  as  it  hath  often  been*  O,  that  I 
may  so  walk  95  to  become  an  inhabitant  of  that 
excellent  city  where  nothing  that  is  defiled  or  can 
annoy  shall  ever  enter. 


Fourth  Month,  i792» 

1.  Our  quarterly  meeting  begun.  Soon  after 
I  sat  down  in  meeting  I  was  made  sensible  that 
Divine  Good  was  near,  by  the  sweet  quiet  I  felt 
my  mind  drawn  into,  which  holy  covering.  I  be- 
lieve spread  over  many  minds,  if  not  all,  in  the 
meeting,  so  that  it  proved  a  heart-tendering 
season. 

2.  In  the  meeting  for  worship  ^he  extending  of 
heavenly  regard  was  renewedly  felt,  and  I  believe 
some  who.8e  minds  were  deeply  centered,  went 
away  richly  .laden ;  I  also  partook  in  degree,  but 
being  too  much  like  Martha^  encumbered  about 
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ilhany  tHings,  I  foiind  it  hard  work  to' keep  my 
mind  stayed,  so  that^  believe  I  suffered  loss:  yet 
was  enabled  to  get  through  the  business  of  th^ 
meeting  to  admiration  y  which  is  cause  of  thank- 
fulness, that  I  should  be  at  all  fitted,  or  in  any 
degree  qualified^  for  service  in  the  church ;  yet  I 
well  know  from  whence  my  help  cometh. 

6.  Our  monthly  meeting,  which  I  attended, 
and  in  it.  my  strength  was  a  little  renewed,  not- 
withstanding the  confirmation  of  a  painful  occur- 
rence, the  grievous  fall  of  one  who  had  been 
signally  favoured. 

10.  A  little  encouraged  to  hold  on  my  way, 
having  had  renewedly  to  believe  that  the  Lord  is 
still  graciously  near  for  my  preservation  and  help. 
A  fresh  incitement  to  love,  fear,  and  trust  in 
him.  In  the  evening  falling  into  company  my 
mind  was  too  much  leavened  into  the  spirit  of  the 
world. 

1 1 .  Went  to  Guildford  to  meet  two  Friends  in 
the  ministry.  They  were  led  (in  meeting)  in 
close  searching  testimonies.  O,  that  it  might 
awake  the  careless  and  lukewarm,  some  of  whom 
seem  settled  as  on  the  lees.  An  encouraging 
time  in  tl  friend's  family  to  the  young'  folks.  In 
the  evening  meeting  here,  as  well  as  in  several 
sittings,  they  were  led  to  encourage  and  animate 
us  to  press '  forward  for  the  mark  for  the  prize 
of  the  high  calling,  which  is  Christ  Jesus.  Oh„ 
how  was  my  soid  prostrated  in  deep  reverence  and 
thankfulness,  under    a  renewed  sense  that  the 
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liord  had  not  forgotten  Zion^  buf  was  diits  sendK* 
ing  his  faithful  servants  to  comfort  her  waste 
places,  and  cause  the  solitary  to  rejpice :  my  soul 
was  nearly  united  to  them  and  humbled  thsU:  I 
.should  ever  be  counted  worthy  to  feel  this  pre- 
vious unity,  which  is  surely  the  bond  of  peace^ 
and  still  remains  the  badge  of  discipleship. 

13.  Another  favoured  heart- tendering  season 
in  our  little  gathering  to-day;  yea,  my  cup  was 
made  to  overflow;  but  before  the  meeting  closed 
I  let  in  a  fear  that  some  trial  might  succeed  this 
enjoyment  (having  before  found  it  so),  and  so  it 
proved;  but  keeping  uear  the  centre  and  safe- 
hiding  place,  my  mind  was  preserved  in  a  good 
degree  of  peaceful  quiet  under  it,  so  that  I  hope 
the  enemy  had  no  advantage. 

15.  A  heavy  meeting ;  in  which  my  min^  was 
much  exercised  that  I  might  not  give  way  to  the 
slothful  disposition  which  I  believed  too  much 
prevailed  over  the  meeting  in  general  (a  very  few 
excepted),  and  I  was  strengthened  to  maintain  the 
watch  for  some  time  ;  but  afterwards  lost  ground, 
and  before  the  meeting  closed  got  from  the  true 
centre  into  a  wandering  disposition. 

25.  Gave  way  too  much  to  a  roving  dispo- 
.vsition,  for  which  I  was  humbled  in  the  evening-: 
in  other  respects  a  weU-spent  day.  Surely  it  is 
profitable  thus  often  to  retire  and  see  whereabouts 
we  are.  I  find  it  so,  and  believe  it  has  been 
blessed  to  me ;  yet  how  many  do  I  see  running 
^n  iixf^  months,  a^d  yeafs^  without  seeming  to 
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take  any  account  how  they  spend  their  time. 
Alas  !  I  often  think  how  will  they  b«  able  to  stand 
so  long  a^  reckoning  with  that  God  whom  they 
have  forgotten  days  withput  number!  I  find 
enough  to  do  to  keep  my  accounts  clear  by  short 
reckonings, 

27.  A  season  of  renewed  favour  in  our  little 
silent  gathering  to-day.  O,  that  some  of  our  care- 
less profession  would  come,  taste,  and  see  for 
th^:nselves,  how  good  the  Lord  is  to  them  that 
fear  him.  Then  would  they  not  let  trifling 
things  hinder  them  from  attending  week-day  meet^ 
ings,  as  is  now  sorrowfully  the  case. 

29.  I  sat  down  in  the  afternoon  meeting  unde^ 
.  discouragements^  thinking  we  had  a  poor  com- 
pany ;  but  my  eye  and  cry  being  to  the  Lord  (who 
is  alone  able  to  help  us)  that  he  would  be  pleased 
to  enable  me  to  maintain  the  watch,  he,  in  great 
condescension,  granted  my  request,  and  sweetly 
tendered  my  spirit  before  him.  May  I  walk 
worthy  such  unmerited  favours.  I  sometimes 
think  when  I  sit  thus  broken  in  our  meetings, 
that  I  am  as  a  gazing-stock  to  those  who,  for 
want  of  coming  under  the  operation  of  truth  09 
their  own  minds,  are  ready  to  account  it  a  strange 
thing;  but,  O,  may  I  ever  count  it  matter  of 
rejoicing  to  bq  thought  a  fool  for  Christ's  sake. 
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Fifth  Month,  i79af. 

6.  Called  on  dear  uncle  Kidd  before  I  w^nt 
.  to  meeting,  who  is  confined  to  his  bed  by  indis- 
position. He  enquired  if  I  was  going  to  meeting  j 
I  told  him  I  was ;  he  then  desired  I  would  think 
of  him  when  it  was  well  with  me ;  which  greatly 
humbled  me  even  to  tears,  considering  my  weak- 
ness and  infancy,  and  how  much  m.ore  I  stood  in 
need  of  his  prayers,  who  appears  near  the  end  of 
his  pilgrimage,  whil|  I  poor  creature,  have  made 
but  few  advances  in  the  heavenly  race.  Under 
these  considerations  I  went  to  meeting,  which 
proved  a  season  of  encouragement.  In  the  after- 
noon felt  soiri^thing  that  would  have  exalted  self, 
for  which  I  felt  gently  corrected.  Oh,  how  did 
it  humble  me  !  and  yet  I  secretly  rejoiced  to  find 
the  best  of  guides  and  instructors  so  near,  inclining 
mine  ear  to  hearken,  and  mine  heart  .to  receive  in- 
struction. With  what  delight  did  I  sit  under  his 
teachings ! 

13.  Deborah  Darby,  Rebecca  Young,  and 
Frederick  Smith  attended  our  meetings,  both 
morning  and  afternoon.  In  the  former  they  bore 
living  testimonies  to  the  excellency  of  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus ;  encouraging  those  in  whose  hearts 
the  day-star  had  arisen  to  follow  on,  and  not  shrink 
from  suflFering ;  and  inviting,  in  persuasive  lan- 
guage, those  who  were  at  a  distance  to  come  and 
see  for  themselves  how  good  the  Lord  is.    Tb« 
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Sheeting   concluded   in   heart-tendering  supplica^ 
lion. 

14,  Accompanied  our  beloved  friends  to 
Guildford.  Another,  favoured  meetings  and  a 
precious  opportunity  in  a  friend's  family^  not 
60on»  I  hope,  to  be  forgotten  by  some  present; 
and,  by  one  in  particular,  to  whom  I  believe  a 
merciful  invitation  is  extended.  ][  gave  up  to 
what  I  believed  a  small  pointing  of  duty  in  cau-^ 
tioning  th^  person  in  question  not  to  suffer  his 
present  impressions  to  be  easily  effaced. 

16.  Preparing  for  attending  the  yearly  meet- 
ing, my  mind  was  unexpectedly  tendered  under  the 
consideration,  that  though  I  was  now  leaving 
home  in  full  health  and*  strength,  yet  I  might 
never  live  to  return;  which  thought,  however, 
was  not  distressing  to  me,  but  the  prayer  of  my 
heart  was  that  I  might  be  preserved  in  innocence, 
and  prepared  to  meet  the  awful  summons  when- 
ever it  should  please  the  Father  of  mercies  to  send 
it  to  my  house  ;  that  so  the  solemn  messenger  may 
not  prove  a  king  of  terrors. 

21.  Our  women's  yearly  meeting  began  this  af- 
ternoon ;  and,  I  think,  I  never  felt  the  divine  cover- 
ing more  evidently  spread  over  a  meeting  [than] 
soon  after  our  first  sitting  down,  so  that  many 
were  broken  into  tears  before  a  word  was  spoken. 

Sixth  Month^  1792. 
•  4,    No  suitable  time  for  retiring  tp-day,  yet 


mz$  pfreserred  n  much  quiet ;  and,  I  trusty  hi'l 
good  degree  of  the  Lord's  holy  fear, 
^  II.  A  busy  day;  yet  I  still  retain  a  lively 
tense  of  a  sweet  impression  with  which  my  mind 
was  favoured  while  employed  in  outward  occu* 
pations.  A  circumstance  occurred,  whtch  led  ni^ 
a  little  to  look  forward  to  some  trials  which  miglkt 
aiwait  me ;  and  the  thought  struck  me,  how  I  should 
be  su^orted  under  them ;  when  I  fek  sndi  an 
unusual  sweetness  cover  my  mind  as.  seemed  ba 
remove  every  anxious  fear,  and  my  faith  was 
strengthened  to  believe,  that  the  JLord,  who  was 
thus  graciously  caring  forme,  would  not  permit 
any  thing  to,  befal  me  but  what  he  would  enable 
me  to  bear. 

12.  On  setting  down  the  above  remark,  which 
I  had  lio  time  for  yesterday,  my  mind  has  been 
renewedly  humbled^  under  a  sense  of  the  Lord's 
goodness  i  and  methou^t  I  could  do  no  less  thap 
set  up,  as  stones  of  memorial,  such  signal.  bies» 
tings  vouijisafed  to  one  so  unworthy.  O,  may 
they  never  ri^e  in  judgment  against  me. 
*  -21.  A  busy  morning:  went  in  the  afternoon 
to  Guildford  t9  meet  dear  Martha  Howarth,  and 
Priscilla  Hannah  Gurney,  who  had  an  evening 
meeting  there,  which  to  me  was  rather  a  laborious 
one  ;  partly  owing  perhaps  to  ^  bad  sick  head-ach, 
which  I  had  to  struggle  with.  Martha  Howarth 
was  led-to  describe  the  true  foundation,  and  the  ad- 
vantage  of  building  on  it,  and  how  unhappily  some 
kad  o^ifsed  it  for  want  of  digging  deep  enough,. 
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and  so  had  built  oa  the  sand,  which  could  not 
i^tand  fhe  day  of  trial. 

.25.  A  beautiful  morning.  Rose  early,  yet 
found  the  tempter  near,  spreading  in  my  view 
pleasant  pictures  nevdr  likely  to  be  realized.  May 
tihey  be  stained  in  my  view,  and  every  roving 
diought  and  imagination  bounded  by  the  Lord's 
pure  fear.  Oh,  this  daily  warfare !  I  desire  not 
to  shrink  from  it,  but  to  be  renewedly  9treng)tb^ 
itned  to  maintain  the  combat. 


Sev^^tii  Month,  1792. 

1.  Went  to  Croydon  and  attended  the  qnar^ 
terly  meeting.  According  to  my  feelings  it  wa9 
a  teasoo  of  renewed  favour,  believing  the  <:rook  of 
£vine  love  wis  still  held  out  to  a  backsliding 
y«q[)lo.  O,  that  diey  mi^t  be  wise  enough  to 
dose  in  with  such  repeated  gracious  invitations^ 
while  the  day  of  merey  is  lengthened  out. 
•  S.  .A  humbling^  se^ison  at  meeting  y  not  only 
under  a  renewed  sense  of  my  manifold  weak- 
aessrs,  but  my  former  sins  being  set  in  order  as  h 
vrere  before  me.  I  saw  afWsh  that  where  iVt 
habits  had  taken  deep  root,  it  Qiust  be  a  work  of 
time  entirely  to  extirpate  them;  yet  a  little  en- 
cOuraged  with  the  belief  that  thijj  work  was  gra- 
dually going  on.  O,  may  the  Lord  (who  is 
alone  ablej  be  pleased  to  perfect  it  to  his  own 
pnifSCj  whatever  sufferings   I  undergo  m  order 
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for  its  completion.  My  mind  sweetly  tendefed  in 
the  evening  on  hearing  that  some  of  our  yoimg 
folks,  who  are  setting  out  in  life,  are  taking  up 
the  cross,  not  only  in  their  appearance,  but  also  ia 
the  furniture  of  their*  houses,  coming  back  to  pri- 
mitrve  simplicity* 

ID.  Poor  and  weak,  yet  have  believed  at  thii 
time,  that  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  thus  stripped  and 
abased,  that  no  flesh  may  glory  in  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  seeing  our  sufficiency  is  alone  of  Him^ 
who  is  worthy  of  all  praise  and  adoration. 

12.  This  day  I  think  not  unprofitably  spent^ 
and  my  faith  a  little  animated  to  press  forward, 
though  nothing  to  boast  of, 

1 8 .  Too  easily  put  by  retiring,  yet  endeavoured 
to^ep  safely  along,  though  in  much  weakness. 

28.  A  busy  day,  my  mind  too  much  encum* 
bei^d,  and  pettish  with  a  dear  child  who  was 
somewhat  untoward ;  yet  a  little  sweetened  this 
evening  under  the  precious  influence  of  Truth, 
^ow  do  I  love  to  hear  as  it  were  the  voice  of  the 
l^vd  in  the  cool  of  the  day ;  nor  do  I  wish,  Jike 
Adam,  to  hide  myself  from  his  pure  eye,  desiring 
to  bring  my  deeds  to  the  light;  and  to  feel  judg- 
ment pass  over  the  transgressing  nature :  for,  Oh, 
he  is.rich  in  mercy !  * 


Eighth  Month,  179^. 

13.  '  Have  given  way  t90  much  to  a  roving  dis* 
position  ^o-day,   which  I  feel   wrong,  and  Ofa^ 
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• 

how  have  I .  desired,  in  this  my  retirement,  to  ht 
enabled  to  mouxit  a  little  upward  above  this  low 
«id  lowering  world  5  to  shake  myself  from  the  dust  . 
.of  the  eajTth,  and  feel  my  mind  renewed  ly  strength- 
ened to  press  forward,  laying  aside  every  weight 
and  burthen !  This  surely  is  a  great  attainment^ 
yet  it  is  what  my  poor  soul,  amidst  all  its  weak«^ 
nesses  and  imperfections  often  aspireth  after> 

14.  I  trust  a  well  spent  day. 

15.  Have  renewedly  experienced  the  truth  of 
that  assertion,  **  A  man's  foes  shall  be  they  of 
his  own  house ;"  having  been  much  tried  to^ay 
with  a  wrong  disposition  of  mind,  \^hich,  I  fear,  I 
too  much  yielded  to  in  the  first  place ;  but  feeling 
the  gentle  reproofs  of  my  good  guide,  who  en^ 
abled  me  to  turn  td  him,  through  his  gracious  as- 
sistance, they  were  measureably  put  to  flight. 

26.  Our  preparative  meeting,  previous  to  the 
quarterly  meeting.  When  I  sat  down  I  felt  so 
poor  s^d  destitute  of  diviae  good,  that  the  enemy 
would  have  persuacled  me  it  was  in  vain  to  press 
after  it ;  but,  as  he  was  a  liar  from  the  beginning 
so  I  fovnd  him  in  this  instance ;  for  after  some 
confllqt  with  .a  lukewarm  spirit,  I  was  enabled  to 
draw  near  to  the  fountain  of  living,  waters,  and  was 
aweetly  re&eshed. 


Ninth  Month,  1792. 
4,    A  painful  feverish  mght.    Rose  weak  and 
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languid ;  yet  after  a  while  got  better :  renewed 
cause  of  thankfulness !     O,  that  I  may  be  made 
enough  so,  for  even  this  disposition  is  not  at  our  . 
command,  but  as  we  receive  it  from  God  who  Is 
the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift. 

5.  Some   unpleasant  circumstances;    and  my 

mind  not  so  coihfortable  as  at  many  times,  having 

let  in  some  doubts ;  yet  I  trust  desirous  of  being 

directed  aright  even  in  what  may  appear  trifling 
things. 

6.  Still  embarrassed;  yet  have  concluded  to 
do  what  appears  safest,  though  contrary  to  my 
inclination. 

7.  My  mind  seems  relieved  by  doing  what  I 
believed  right,  yet  found  it  hard  work  this  morn- 
ing at  meeting  to  get  at  the  spring,  but  was  at 
length  favoured  with  a  little  refreshment,  which 
my  soul  panted  afben 

10.  Rose  with  fresh  desires  after  heaven  and 
heavenly  treasure ;  and-  that  I  might  be  preserved 
from  every  appearance  of  evil.  In  the  aftemobnt 
when  I  sat  down  to  Work,  I  felt  my  spirit  unex- 
pectedly contrited  before  the  Lord  ;  thankful*  f6r 
this  favour,  I  laid  it  aside,  and  sat  in  much  tender- 
ness before  him  a  considerable  time,  for  sweet  in* 
deed  is  his  love.  O,  that  I  was  a  more  worthy 
partaker. 

17..  Have  been  led  this  morning  to  admire  with 
humble  thankfulness,  the  continued  kindness  and 
long  sufl^ering  of  a  gracious  God  towards  one  so 
unworthy,  and  that  in   aH  my  wanderings,  he 
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V 

tliould  be  pleased  to  watch  over  me  with  a  father's 
love,  and  bring  me  gently  back  again  into  his  fold. 
How  can  I  do  less  than  [thus]  commemorate  hit 
«goodness,  who  hath  dealt  so  bountifully  with 
me,  a  poor  worm  1  - 

i(S.  Made  myself  work  to-day  by  suffering  mf 
mind  to  go  after  trifling  things,  before  I  went  t» 
meeting,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  labour  tor  get  clear 
of  them;  yet,  after  awhile  was  favoured  far  be« 
yond  my  deserts,  even  with  the  liftings  up  of  the 
light  of  the  .  Lord's  countenance  upon  me.  O 
my  soul,  how  vast  is  the  debt  thou  owest !  mayest 
thoi*  walk  in  deep  humility  and  fear  before  him, 

20.  Nothing  particular  has  occurred  these  last 
few  days;  a  portion  of  eadi  has  been  spent  in  re- 
tirement, and,  I  may  with  gratitude  acknowledge, 
that  in  these  solitary  sittings,  I  have  felt  the  over- 
shadowing of  the  Diving  wing,  to  my  great  refresh- 
ment and  encouragement ;  yet  I  also  retatft  a  humb- 
ling sense  of  my  manifold  weaknesses* 

30.  After  some  conflict  with  a  wandering  dis-* 
position,  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon  meet- 
ings was  favoured  to  partake  of  the  hidden  manna 
which  can  alone  nourish  the  soul  up  to  eternal 
life  ;  and  was  led  a  little  to  behold  the  beauty  ainl' 
excellency  of  that  state  of  innocence  in  which  ou|r 
iJjTst  par«At$  were  creafbed^  and  to  aspire  a£ter  it« 
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Tenth  Month,  179a. 


■■>' 


I.     My  mind  disquieted  and   uncomfortable  al^^^ 
meeting  with  a  disappointment,  for  want  of  th^t 
true  resignation  with  which  we  ought  to  -meet 
every  event. 

2.  More  comfortable,  yet  do  not  feel  that  en- 
tire resignation  of  my  will  to  the  Lord's  will 
which  I  have  laboured  after,  having  no  doubt  but 
every  dispensation  is  ordered  in  unerring  wisdom ; 
yet  nature  is  sometimes  ready  to  start  aside.  O, 
that  mine  may  be  brought  into  true  subjection,  is 
the  sincere  prayer  of  my  heart. 

3.  Am  comforted  to  feel  my  mind  restored  to 
Its  wonted  tranquillity.  Being  in  company  in  thft 
evening,  gave  way  too  much  to  the  vivacity  of  my 
disposition,  60  that  it  bordered  on  levity,  for  which 
1  felt  condemnation. 

4.  As  soon  as  I  awoke  this  morning  the  recol- 
lection  of  last  evening  presented  itself  painfully, 
80  that  I  was  humbled  lyider  a  seme  of  my  weak- 
ness befo;;e  the  Lord,  who  I  believe  accepted  my 
penitence  and  restored  pe^ce  to  my  soul.  How 
unmerited  this  favourr  i 

5.  Our  dear  friends  Martha  Howarth  and 
Priscilla  Hannah  Gurney  came  to  pay  ut  a  re<- 
ligious  visit ;  my  heart  rejoiced  to  see  them  ;  they 
attended  our  week-day  meeting,  which  was  also 
our  monthly  meeting ;  the  former  had  a  very  close 
time  in  testimony,  apprehending  the  feelings  giveft 
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her  that  there  was  unfaithfulness  amongst  us ; 
and  was  led  to  speak  of  the  parable  of  the  80wer> . 
and  the  different  kinds  of  ground  the  good  seed 
w%  sown  in,  and  the  various  things  which  pre- 
vented its  growth.  Sec. 

7«  The  above-mentioned  friends  attended  our 
meeting,  Martha  How^th  again  led  in  a  close 
manner  to  expostulate  with  some  amongst  us,  who 
«he  believed  were  not  grieved  for  the  afflictions  of 
Joseph,  but  were  settled  down  in  a  state  of  carnal 
security.  My  mind  was  much  humbled  under 
the  consideration  that  the  Lord  should  in  great 
condescension  thus  permit  his  chosen  servants  to 
plead  wfth  the  gainsayers* 

24«  My  soul  hath  adopted  the  language  of  one 
formerly ',  "  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem,  let  my 
**  right  hand  forget  her  cunning.  If  I  do  not  re*  ^ 
^*  member  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof 
**  of  my  mouth ;  if  I  prefer  not  Jeriisaleni  above 
**  my  chief  joy.**  , 

31.    The  morning  taken  up  with  family  afiairt 
and  attending  my  *  scholars,  and  the  afternoon  in 
visiting,  so  that  I  could  find  no  time  for  retirement^  . 
which  i  r^et,  having  doubtless  suffered  loss* 

Eleventh  Month,  1792. 

^       4«  I  felt  the  renewed  extension  of  the  heavenly 
-    Fathet^a  love  soon  after  I  sat  down  in  meetmg  this 

*  She  for  aooM  yean  kept  a  school  for  about  eight  or  ten  poar 
AUdrea. 

^  c 


so 

-morning,  and  Oh,  with  what  joy  did  I  meettlie 
beloved  of  souls  I  How  vast  is  the  debt  I  owe 
him !  May  I  manifest  my  gratitude  by  a  more  , 
steady  obedience  and  unreserved  dedication  of 
heart.  I  desire  to  do  so  j  but  I  fear  my  own  in- 
tStabilLty. 

6.  My  time  so  fully  taken  up  that  there  seemed  .^ 
:tio  time  for  retiring  these  two  days  \  yet  1  trust 
/the  general  disposition  of  my  heart  hath  been,  right. 
Received  an  instructive  lesson  last  evening  by  the 
'depaUwreof  one /of  whom  I  had  entertained  a  far 
difFei:ent  opdnlon )  from  the  simplicity  which  once 
adorned  her.  My  heart  was  sorely  pained  on  her, 
account,  and  with  tears  I  besought  the  Lord  on 
xny  own,  lest  I  should  also  f^ll  by  the  way,  and  I 
felt  a  willingness  to  be  stripped  of  every  earthly 
,c[elight  rather  than  forfeit  this  best  of  blessings, 
liis  flavour,  which  alone  can  truly  enrich. 

.14.  A  ireih  .scene  of  trial  and  affliction 
♦opened  in  the  alarming  illness  of  my  dear  sister  * 
Lettice  J  and  Oh,  the  prayer  of  my  heart  hath 
1}een>that  it  may  be  brought  into  a  perfect  resig- 
nation to  every  dispensation  of  unerring  wisdom  ; 
•for  "  shall  not  the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth  do 
^<right.'*  ' 

1 8.  A  humbling  time  at  meeting  this  morn- 
ing, feeling  afresh  my  inability  to  take  one  step 
aright,  without  divine  assistance  i  yet  my  faith  and 
'^trjength  a  little  renewed  in  the  all-sufficiency  of 

^  Wife  of  Jeremiah  Waring,  AltQP,  H^ntc 
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that  arm  of  power  which  had  hitherto  preserved 
me. 

2X  My  soul  bowed  under  a  sense  of  the 
Lord's  goodness  in  permitting  me  still  to  ap- 
proach his  holy  footstooli  amidst  my  manifold 
infirmities. 

26.  Much  affected  this  morning  by  .my  be* 
loved  father's  finding  something  of  a  paralytic 
-at&ction^  looking  on  it  as  a  gentle  warning.  O9 
•that  I'  may  be  truly  resigned,  and  patiently 
submit  to  the  Lord's  will^  without  a  Tepiniag 
sthought. 

arj.  Abundant  cause  of  thankfulness  to-day; 
my  dear  father  bettor,  and  a  'more  favourable  ac- 
count from  Alton.  May  my  gratitude  bear  «ome 
proportion  thereto. 

30.  Our  weekday  meeting.  A  baptizing 
season.  Methought  my  lamp  was  afresh  trim- 
med^ and  replenished  with  heavenly  oiL 

Twelfth  Month,  1792. 

1-.  A  busy  day ;  yet  found  tiftie  to  visit  the  sidk, 
mnd  administer  a  little  help.  I  am  thankful  that 
ability  was  given. 

6.  Have  been  led  to  look  back  a  little  and 
recount  the  Lord's  mercies,  and  my  heart  hath 
cvefBowed  with '  gratitude  for  all  his  blessings^ 
both  spiritual  and  teinpoi^al. 

7«     Went  to    our    monthly   meeting,  which 
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p^ved  an  instructive  seasoni  noti^nthstandihg  l 
had  something  to  war  with,  having  too  much  given 
wiiyto  a  wrong  disposition.  O,  that  I  may  suffi- 
ciently profit  thereby, 

H..  My  ^strengtbia  little  renewed  this  evetiJng 
in  my  solitary  sitting  in  my  chamber.  Precious  Jo 
1X1&  are  these  seasons :  yea  more  than  the  increa^ 
-of:  torn,  wine,  or  oil, 

.16.  An  instructive  reason  at  jneeting-:  was 
ilesirbus  of  sitting  in  poYerty  and  dryness,  rather 
•than  .oflSaPi  any  thing  polluted .  O,  to  be  preserved 
xlean-handed. 

18.-  A  well  spent  morning.  In  the  afternoon 
did  s<mietbiDg  with  a  good  intent,  yet  am  not 
qu^e  satisfied  in  4ny  mind  that  it  was  right,  whidh 
brought  heaviness  and  a  cloud. 

19,;  Mora  comfortable,  yet  the  cloud  not 
totaUy  renwved.  X3,:that  every  motive  ;as'well  at 
action 'may  be  "brought  to  the  measuring  Jine,' 

ft  I*  A  humbling  season  at  meeting,  and  trust 
I  felt  something  of  the  healing  waters.  Q,  to  be 
cashed  •<:leany  that  no  impurity  migkt  remaiiu 
yhis  was  the  prayer  of  my  heart. 

T^r-  Thdse  *wo  days  have  passed  quietly  awayi 
and!  trusty  have 'b^en  spent  profitably,  yet  in  m^^ 
retirement  uncommonly  poor  and  stripped  j-  under 
which:  I  felt  in.  a  good  degree  resigned.  An  affec- 
ting acconnt  of  die  ininreasing^  mdisrposttliyn  of  inj^ 
^dea^r  lister  Xiettke* 
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First  MoKTH,  r793. 

.  t«  Another  year  begon^  and  I  doubt  but  small 
^Khlvance  in,  the  heavenly  race;  yet  it  ts-cauise  of 
.^tumble  thankfulness,  amidst  my^manifcdd  -weak- 
.nesses  as  a  creature,  that  I  am  $t!^{)reserved'aiiTe 
m  the  truth.  Have  retired  twice  tch-day  to  feel 
.softer  that  blessing  which  alone  can  enrich  thesoul^ 
.but  felt  u»cpmmonly  stripped  amd  poo?.;  satbatsr 
sigh  and  V A  tear  were  all  I  could  offer:  yeft  pre^* 
^served  ina  geod  degree  of  quietude, 

4.  Oh,  my  self-love!  I  have  bad  caiise  tir 
nUMjim  on  this  account  to-day.  How  many' 
^ictionSy  which  appear  specious  in  the  sight  of 
4nei),  fpring  from  this  corruptroot  i  Great  are  the 
juivant^ges  of  a  daily  examination*  What  num^ 
Jberleas-fj^les!  have  1  discovered  '■>  in  myself  since  I 
Jiave  boen  in  the  pit^actice  of  it^  which  ^before 
;pas8ed  unobserved* 

9.  Paid  a  .xmt  to  a  ;i«]ation,  who  shewed  nie 
Hiuch  kindness  y  but,  alas  !  my  heart  was  pained 
at  beholding  the  deviation  from  the  simplicity  of 
truths  and  what  9  snam'&ere  is  in  riches:  how 
few  can  withstand  them,  or  are  watchful  enough 
i0  pv0¥ent  their  ^ndue  influence. 

12*  ^^nt  cto  Xongforii  meeting,  wherie^  lifter 
waiting  at  Wisdom's  gate,  my  soul  was  sweetly 
lefre^hed  with  ^e  fresh  flowings  of  Shibh's 
IOPeani#c  yet,|K>or  jmsts^le  creatiure  as  I  «sa !  |;ct 
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off  my  watch,  and  in  a  great  measure  lost  the 
sweet  savour  thereof. 

19.     My  time  fully  occupied  in  attending  my 

4ear  sister:  and,  though  I  have  had  no  suitablc^ 

time  for  retirement,  yet  have  frequently  felt  the 

tendering  influence    of  truth  on- my  mind  while 

thus  engaged  ;  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  the- 

Lord  prefers  njercy  to  sacrifice. 

,     24.     These  several  days  taken  up  (aa  heretofore) 

,in  a  close  attention  to  my  dear  sister  y  yet  a  fresh 

'teinptation  hath  presented,  to  which  my  mind  has^ 

too  much  yielded  at  times,  it  being  pleasant   to 

look  at ;  but  at  others,  by  retiring  inward  I  have 

been  favoured  with  ability  to  get  fsom  under  it^;. 

and  the  prayer  of  my  heart  has  been,  that  I  might 

;feel  every  desire  limited,  and  a«k  nothing  but  what 

the  Lord  saw  meet  in  his.  infinite  wisdom  to  dis^ 

.pense.    O,  that  I  could  rest  here^  humbly  thank*-^ 

ful  for  the  many  blessings  I  enj<>y  beyond  thou« 

sands,   and  how  unworthy  thereof  I  cannot  but 

acknowledge  with  confusion  of  face* 


Second  Month,  179^.- 

'  2.  Came  home,  on  hearing  my  dear  father  wat 
confined  with  the  gout:  found  him  better  than  I 
expected,  which  calls  aloud  for  gratitude. 
-  9.  Another  week  passed  away,  yet  I  hope  not 
«pent  in  vain.  My  time  has  been  pretty  fully 
Qccupied  in   attending  my  dear  father  and   my 
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tdiolars,  visiting  the  sick,  and  in  family  affairs  f 
yet  amidst  these  various  occupations  have  not  lost 
sight  of  that  better  part  which  Mary  chose  5 
having  my  mind,  at  seasons,  sweetly  attracted  to 
feel  after  that  living  spring,  which  can  alone  fur- 
nish with  ability  for  every  good  word  and  work. 

14.  Felt  the  pure  influence  of  truth  on  my 
mind  this  morning  as  soon  as  I  awoke,  for  which 
I  fek  thankful,  and  was  desirous  of  retaining  this 
precious  savour  through  the  day  5  but  the  many 
encumbering  things  have  too  much  prevailed,  so 
tjiat  i  feel  poor  and  dry,  yet  quiet,  and  I  hope 
humble  :  much  need  have  I  to  be  so. 

21,  Came  to  retire  with  a  heart  panting  after 

the  refreshing  stream  of  Shiloh  j  but,  alas !  dry- 

'ness  and  poverty  is  my  portfon,     I  desire  to  be 

Tlumble  and  patient  under  this*  dispensation,  and 

iearn  what  it  is  to  want  as  well  as  to  abound. 

22.  After  struggling  .awhile  this  morning  at 
meeting,  had  to  set  up  icny  Ebenezer,  and  say, 
•*  hitherto  hath  the  tord  helped  me,"  Blessed  be 
his  worthy  name  for  ever. 

26.  Amidst  air  my  weaknesses  fresh  aspirations 
'after  purity  and  perfect  holiness  arose  in  rny  retire- 
ment to-day,  and  I  was  favoured  with  a  iittl^ 
access  to  the  fountain  of  living  waters. 


TiHiRD  Month,  1793 • 

3.    A  precious  season  at  meeting  thia^orningv 
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May  thl^  renewed  favour  excite  to  more  virilancfe 
and  circumspection,  for  surely  the  Lord  looketh  t^ 
fruit  proportionable  to  labour  bestowed. 

9.     A  day.  I  think  profitably  spent  as  to  action^ 

and  I  trust  my  mind  pretty  nniuch  preserved  ifrpm 

"hurtful  ^things ;  yet  am  truly  desirous  thait  every 

motive  may  be  brought  under  the. purifying  9pe- 

'  rations  of  truth. 

14.  Answered  my  dear  .father  impatiently. 
Surdy  I,  who  have  so  many  weaknesses  6£  mj 
own,  ought  to.  bear  with  patience  those  of  an  aged 
parent. 

1 6.  Too  unguarded  in  my  conversation,  speak* 
ang  cen^riously  of  an  absent  person,  not  enoiign 
keeping  in  yiew  the  golden  rule  of  doing  as  ^I 
would  be  done  by.  O,  for  more  watchfulneti 
that  I  might  escape  condemnation,  yet  am  thank* 
Jul  to  feel  the  reproyernear*  May  he  never  leave 
er  forsake  me. 

21.  Hastened  to  Alton  ta  see  my  dear  si^t^ 
Lettice;  foimd  her  rather  better  again,  \)\ik  m  th^ 
evening  she  altered  for  the  worse,  and  a  trying 
night  succeeded;  she  was  for  a  considerable  time 
speechless  and  convulsed ;  but  after  awhile,  re^* 
"viving,  called  us  separately  to  her,  and  took  an 
affecting  farewell ;  saying  as  she  pressed  us  wim  * 
fervour  to  her  bosom,  it  was  like  rending  her 
asunder,  and  that  it  seemed,  from  the  nearness  she 
felt  for  u$,  **  as  though  3he  could  drink  in  our 
**  spirits.**  She  gave  n^uch  advice  to  the  servants, 
respecting  their  care  of  the  dear  children,  .begging 
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them  not  to  leave  them  to  strangerr;  adding  **  Oh. 
"  how  they  chng  around  my  heart!*' 

22.^  A -most  trying  day:  my  beloved  sister's 
gam  excruciating  j  but  getting  easier  towards 
evening  we  ventured  to  go  to  bed,  as  she  re- 
quested it* 

24.  Called  up  between  three  and  four  o'clock 
this  morning)  my  dear  sister  altering  for  the  worse^ 
and  as  we  apprehended  dying:  yet  the  alKwise 
Disposer  of  events,  who  cannot  err,  though  to  us 
his  ways  are  unsearchable  and  past  finding  out, 
did  not  see  meet  to  finish  the  work:  she  again 
revived  a  little,  and  took  nourishing  things.  In 
the  evening  sitting  in  silence  round  her  bed,  our 
minds  were  made  sensible  of  the  overshadowing 
wing  of  heavenly  love,  when  a  friend  was  engaged 
in  supplication  by  the  bed-side :  soon  after  this, 
the' dear  suffering  creature  was  deeply  tried  with  a 
severe  cpnflict  of  spirit,  fearing  the  hope  she  had 
entertained  was  not  well  grounded,  which''  wa§ 
very  exercising^  to  our  nainds,  when  these  words, 
[alluding,  to  Isaiah  liv.  80  sprang  livingly  in  my 
mind,  ^nd  iftlso  in  my  brothers,..  ^^  for  a  moment  I. 
**  hid  my  face  from  thee,  but  with  everlasting 
*^  kindness  will  I  return  unto  thee,"  which  was  a  . 
relief  to  us,  although  she  was  permitted  to  struggle 
with  her .  fears  for  some  time:  but  after  awhile 
broke  out  thus  *  O,  praise  the  Lord,  I  shall  now 
'  soon  have  to  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and 

•  full  of  glory.    Oh,  the  peace  that  I  feel,  it  passes 

*  aU  .understanding  I  O^  sing  praiseS}  sing  praises  1 
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*  To  feel  this  rock,  at  such  a  time,  how  comfort- 
^  able,  &c/ 

25.  Sister  Lettice  lay  pretty  quiet  most  of  the 
day ;  in  the  afternoon  asking  her  to  have  a  little 
"wine,  she  said,  *^No,  my   dear  sister,  no  more 

*  wine,  till  I  drink  the  new  wine/     Was  nearly 
cold  for  several  hours,  yet  again  revived. 

'  26.  A  dull  quarterly  meeting^ay,  several 
afflictive  events  rendering  it  unusually  small ;  and 
all  of  us  engaged  in  the  solenfn  employment  of 
watching  round  the  dying  bed  of  my  beloved* 
sister,  who  could  not  clearly  artiCulkte,  yet  made 
us  sensible  of  her  wants,  and  frequently  prayed  to 
be  released;  which  awful  event  took  place  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  evcnmg,  leaving  on  our  minds 
no  doubt  of  her  glorious  change  irom  pain  and" 
sorrow  to  everlasting  joy  and  rejoicing:  which 
aftministered  to  us,  who  had  seen  her  inexpressible 
sufferings,  rather  cause  of  humble  thankfulness 
than  excessive  mourning;  though  we  painfully 
felt  the  separation. 

29.  The  remains  of  my  beloved  sister  interred; 
and  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  a  favour  that  we  had 
the  company  of  some  valuable  friends  on  this 
solemn  occasion,  particularly  dear  Job  Scott,  whose 
company  was  truly  acceptable. 


Fourth  Month,  1793. 
I.     Our  quarterly   meeting    (at    Guildford}. 
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0ear  Job  Scott  bestowed  much  labour.    May  the 
fruits  appear  after  many  days.     I  was  enabled  to; 
get  through  the  business  of  the  meeting  as  cjerki 
^  to  my  humble  admiration. 

.4.     I  trust,  amidst  my  manifold  weaknesses  as 

« 

a   creature,  I   still   love   the   appearance   of  our. 
blessed    Redeemer,    however   small   and   lowly  j 
either  as  a  reprover  or  comforter*     May  I  ever 
cherish  it  as  the  best  of  blessings  a^- 

lo,  A.  fatiguipg  day ;  yet  thinkj  in -the  even* 
ihg,  I  might  have  found  time  for  retirenjent,  if  I 
had  not  been  lukewarm.  Content  not  thyself,  O- 
my  soul,  with  making  this  remark,  bat  be  willing 
to  abide  under  condemnation. 
.  i-i.  Whatman  inestimable  favour  that  there  is, 
to  this  day,  a  Bediesda,  for  the  Lord's  children  to 
repair  to  and  wash;  jthat  they  may  feel  their 
health  renewed  as  from  day  to  day  ! 

14.     Seasons  of  conflict  between   nature  and 
grace,  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon  meet- 
ings; yet  trust  I  may  add,  with  thankfulness,  that 
the  latter  prevailed  in  some  degree.    Oh,  how  was^t 
my  poor  mind  tossed  from  wave  to  wave! 

16.     Too   much    outward  in   my   mind,    and- 
dwelling   on  things    unprofitable  j    but,   retiring: 
awhile  in  the   evening,  have  endeavoured,  with 
divine   assistance^   to   shake  myself  a  little  from, 
earthly  desires,  and  to  cast  my  whole  care  on  Him 
who  hath  hitherto  blessed  me  ;  indeed  far  beyond 
my  deserts.     Oh,  the  sweet  peace  which  I  feel 
when  enabled  to   repose  all  my  cares  on  him  ! 
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crenr  aiudous  tlwught  subsides.  O,  d»t  I,  could 
dwell  in  this  quiet  habitation :  but  alas^  how  great 
18  my  instability ! 

23.  How  beautiful  does  the  outward  q'eatioh 
appear !  What  resemblance  does  my  soul  bear  to 
it?  I  trust  there  is  a  little  greenness,  which  ia 
«  sign  of  life  at  the  root ;  though  I  doubt  but  little 
frtSt.  Oi  that  encreasing  faithfulness  may  appear. 

24*  Felt  a  wrong  disposition  rising  this  even^ 
Ing)  but  was  enabled  to  suppress  it:  envy  at 
hearing  the  praise  of  another,  at  which  I  ought  to 
rejoice ;  and  I  hope  I  now  do ;  at  least,  I  desire  to 
do  it. 

30.  Another  busy  morning,  and  the  afternoon 
*$pent  in  visiting  some  relations ;  and  though  far 
from  iibprofitable  company,  yet  I  always  find 
visiting  about  dissipates  the  mind. 


Fmptk  Month,  1793. 

1,  Was  at  the  weel-day  meeting  [at  Alton], 
this  morning,  in  which  I  trust  the  watch  was  in  a 
good  degree  maintained;  yet  think  I  scarcely  ever 
remember  a  more  exercising  time ;  a  sigh  and  a 
tear  seemed  all  I  could  offer. 

3.  Came  home.  My  poor  thirsty  soul  abun- 
dantly replenished  this  morning,  in  our  week-day 
meeting,  with  celestial  rain.  It  is,  I  trust,  with 
a  degree  of  humble  gratitude,  that  I  make'  this 
.rem»rk«    May  I  ever  be  enabled  to  number  ^ 
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blessings  which  I  am  favoured  with,  and  may  it  be 
my  daily  concern^  to  improve  them. 

8.  Still  struggling  with  my  frailties.  What  an 
unspeakable  favour  that  the  Lord  should  still  con* 
descend  to  aid  me  with  his  Spirit^  in  limiting  the 
desires  and  thoughts  of  my  vsun  heart.  O,  that  it 
Were  wholly  conformable  to  his  divine  will,  and 
my  will  wholly  slain.  Then  **  instead  of  the 
**  thorn  woufd  come  up  the  fir-tree,  and  instead  of  . 
**  the  brier  would  come  up  the  myrtle-tree,  &c." 
Blessed  exchange! 

10.  A  fresh  scene  of  trial  and  affliction  opened 
on  us  to-day,  under  which  I  was  favoured  to  feel 
a  degree  of  humble  resignation. 

15.  My  poor  weak  mind  disquieted  with  some 
cross  occurrences  this  morning,  for  want  of  keep- 
ing on  the  watch:  never,  sure,  had  I  more  need  of 
it  than  at  this  juncture,  when  adverse  winds  blow 
from  different  quarters.  O,  to  keep  in  the  patience. 

25.  Since  the  last  remark,  have  been  to  London 
to  attend  the  yearly  meeting,  which  I  esteem  a 
great  favour :  and  though  my  poor  mind  has  at 
times  been  greatly  depressed  on  account  of  a  very 
afflictive  event,  and  prevented  from  much  enjoy- 
ment in  company,  even  of  valuable  friends,  whom* 
I  loved  and  esteemed,  yet  I  have  with  sincere 
gratitude  to  acknowledge  that  the  staff  hath  evi- 
dently accompanied  the  rod ;  and  some  seasons  of 
sweet  refreshment  been  mercifully  vouchsafed. 
May  renewed  vigilance  and  circumspection  denote  . 
the  deep  sense  I  tetaio  of  such  unmerited  favours. 
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Sixth  Month,  1793. 

3.     Have  been  favoured,  in  my  solitary  sitting 
this  evening,  to  see  some  of  tlie  various  stratagem* 
of  an  unwearied  enemy  to  destroy  and  lay  waste 
the   good  seed  of  the  kingdom.     How  cuniiing,.. 
how  subtile  is  he,  transforming  himself  at  times, 
into  an  angel  of  light!  0,"may  I  dwell  near  that 
divine  Power,  who  alone  can  preserve-  from  this-- 
devourer. 

5.  Have  been  led  this  evening  to  look  back  a 
little,  and  number  some  of  the  many  blessings  re- 
ceived. A  humbling  yet  profitable  employ;  as  it 
tends  to  reduce  self,  and  strip  it  of  every  fancied 
excellence. 

8.  Took  a  walk.  Was  too  light  and  airy  irt 
my  cpnversation,  for  which  I  quickly  felt  gently 
corrected,*  which  humbled  me ;  and  when  I  re- 
turned, sought  retirement;  when  I  wat  enabled 
to  approach  Him  whom  I  believe  I  had  offended  ; 
and  believe  my  penitence  and  tears  were  accepted. 

14.  Indisposed.  Staid  from  meeting ;  but  did 
not  let  the  time  pass  u^'nmproved :  during  my 
silent  sitting  before  the  Lord,  the  remembrance 
of  my  dear  departed  sister  Lettice  was  unexpect- 
edly brought  to  my  mind,  with  so  much  sweetness 
and  brokenness,  that  it  seemed  as  if  our  spirits 
were  afresh  united.  The  impression  left  is  plea«« 
eant. 

i^o.     Sat  up   last   night   with  a    sick  friend'^ 
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which  was  an  instructive  season  tome.  O,  my 
^oul,  mayst  thou  sufficiently  improve  by  these 
Wessons;  line  upon  line,  &c.  Am  thankful  in 
believing  that  my  faith  and  confidence  in  the  Lord 
does  increase. 

21.  A  sweet  refreshing  time  at  our  week-day 
meeting,  though  silent.  Oh,  what  an  unspeak- 
able favour  to  feel  an  evidence  at  times  that  we 
are  not  following  cunningly  devised  fables^  but 
the  eternal  living  substance! 

30.  Went  to  our  quarterly  meeting  at  Wands- 
worth ;  thought  the  morning  meeting  rather  dull ; 
the  evening  and  next  morning  favoured  seasons : 
and  though  dear  Samuel  Emlen  and  Richard 
Baker  were  led  in  close  searching  testimonies,  yet 
they  seemed  fully  to  believe  that  the  arm  of  divine 
ct>mpassion  and  regard  was  Afresh  extended  to  a 
backsliding  generation.  Marvellous  love  and  con- 
cfescension  I  O,  that  it  might  prevail  on  some,  who 
I  believe  have  strayed  far  from  the  true  sheep-fold, 
to  rctimi  while  the  day  of  mercy  lasts. 


Seventh  Month,  1793. 

3.  Have  felt  the  attacks  of  an  unwearied 
etiemy  to  draw  my  mind  from  its  true  centre, 
and  to  lay  waste  every  good  resolution  5  insinuat- 
ing that  a  state  of  perfection  is  unattainable :  but 
was  he  not  found  a  Har  from  the  beginning  ?  So 
doth  he  still  remain.  > 


9*  Have  felt  the  attractive  influence  of  tnitht 
divers  times  to-day ;  and  once,  in  particular,  sup- 
pressing a  wrong  disposition,  and  enabling  to  fiee-' 
to  that  name  which  is  a  strong  tower.  O,  that  I 
could  dwell  ever  there;  then  would  nothing  be, 
suffered  to  annoy.  But,  alas,  I  have  often  to- 
mourn  my  instability ! 

a^*  Fresh  trials  of  patience,  under  which  was 
preserved  in  a  good  degree  of  quiet;  which  I 
esteem  a  favour  :  and  have  also  had,  this  evening 
renewedly,  to  Believe  'that  it  was  nothing  short  of 
divine  regard  which  first  drew  my  mind  to  these 
frequent'  retirements ;  and  am  well  convinced  that 
it  hath  been  a  means  of  preservation. 

ag.  Sat  up  last  night  with"^  a  sick  child.  My. 
mind,  both  then,  and  to-day,  was  too  much  in- 
.  clined  to  dwell  on  a  subject  which  I  think,  if  too 
much  indulged,  may  be  hurtful  to  me;  yet  have* 
frequently  breathed  to  the  Lord  for  preservationr 
within  the  limiting  power  of  Truth. 


Eighth  Month,  1793. 

2.  Went  to  our  monthly '  meeting  :  whicK 
proved  (notwithstanding  some  un watchfulness)  a 
baptizing  season.  Among  other  things,  dear  uncle 
Kidd  was  led  to  mention,  in  the  course  of  his  testi-s 
mcmy,  that  passage  in  scripture,  **  And  1  will  turn 
•*  my  hand  upon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away  thy 
5<  dt09Sy  and  take  away  all  thy  tin."    How  did  it 
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pfdstrate  my  soul  before  the  Lord,  with  fervent 
desires  that  he  would  indeed  thoroughly  purge  my 
heaft  of  every  defiling  thing !  Often  am  I. made 
sensible  of  its  impurity. 

1 3 .  Not  idly  spent^  as  to.  action ;  but  my  xmnd 
jtoo  much  outward^  and  too  easily  yielding  ,to 
^$inxious  thoughts.  How  jpuch  work  does  unwatcl^ 
fiUness  make!  Humbled  this  evening  with  the 
retrospection  of  my  various  mfirmities  as  a  crea<- 
turej  and  how  often  they  get  the  ascendancy,  over 
xny  good  ^solutions. 

iS.  A  precioiis  watering  s^son  this..mpniin^ 
at  n^^ng.  , What  can  I  reader  unto  the  rLord.  f^r 
all  his  benefits?  Staid  at  home sfrpm  meeting  ift 
\he  afternoon  from  necessity,  not  dioice. 

25.  The  rest  of  last  week  confined  by  iUpess  I 
jet  was  gently  dealt  with*,  and  so  far  recovered  s^s 
to  -get  down  s^^irs  to-day  ^-^rene^w^ed  cguae  of 
Jl^[?>l}^e  ^nkfjilw^s.  <Am  fear^l  J  havje,  not ,  y^ 
learned  sufficjept  ,meelfi}e^  ^nd  f^tienpc  :]pi4er 
9uffe|ring.  O,  f qr /m  Jnc^ea^e  of  it  aijd  eyery 
other  virtue.  What  a  poor  creature  am  I  :^h€t|jt 
left  to  myself,  ^pd  from  under  |Ive  ^easpping 
yirtii^  and  efficacy  of  ^uth,  which  can  ^n^jptjs^ 
aervecfrom  th^  sna;res  of  deafh. 

3 o.  These  1  ^  few  days  Aave  rbgiaii  in^cti  tdji^ 
pp  in  prepa;r\i^  and  jcopping  \tq  B^ristpli  y^t  my 
{Dipd  has>  at  ^time^s^  been  enabled  to  retire  to  tht^ 
true  centrpj  \if}^er^  I  iluve  felt  quiet. 
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Ninth  Month,  1793. 

II.  Spent  too  much  time  to-day  in  unprofff- 
able  reading.  Was  made  renewedly  desirous  this 
evening,  in  my  little  solitary  sitting,  of  having  my 
will  made  subservient  in  all  things  to  the  divine 
will.  Oh  !  this  is  a  great  attainment ;  but  am 
thankful  at  times  tp  feel  my  soul  pressing  after  it 
as  the  first  of  blessings'. 

14.  Met  with  a  circumstance  which  tried  my 
poor  weak  mind  j^  yet  laboured  after  a  state  of 
true  resignation  and  quiet>  which  was  in  some: 
degree  attained  to.       , 

15.  l  trust  truly  abase  J  in  my  sittings  at 
meeting  this  day,,  under  a  renewed  humbling- sense 
of  my  weaknesses  5  y«t,  in  the  evemhg  meeting^^ 
my  p66r  vessel  seemed  for-  a  season  the  sport  of 
wipd  and  waves ;  but  was  at  length  favoured  witH 
a  calm,  which  led  me  to  believe  that  the  gc)od 
pilot  was  still  near  in  order  to  preserve  from 
wreck. 

26.  The  greater  part  of  tfes'  day  spent  in  com- 
pany $  so  that  r  was  glad  when  the  evening  came 
to  go  to  meeting,  where  my  thirsty  panting  soul 
was  replenished  w\jh  celestial  rain. 

29.     Slather  poorly  in  the  morning:    felt  re* 
lieved  after  I  got  to  meeting,  which  I  hope  I  was 
truly  thanjtful  for  j  as  well  as  for  renewed  ajsist-^^ 
ance  to  approach  the  alone  Physician  of  value.. 
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Tenth  Month,  179J. 

12.  Reached  London  after  a  fatiguing  journey 
all  night}  yet  favoured  to  get  along  without  acci- 
dent :  and  the  fore-part  of  the  journey  rendered 
pleasant,  by  rtiy  mind  being  profitably  engaged  in 
Tc  retrospection  of  the  Lord's  gracious  dealing! 
with  me  J  and  in  a  renewed  belief  that  he  was 
•till  caring  for  m«,  and  watching  over  me  for 
good. 

24'.  Was  at  Devonshire-liouse  meeting ;  wKicHy 
'fliough  nearly  silent,  was  an  instructive  season  to 
my  poor  «oul.  I  was  made  thankful  in  believing 
that  my  will  was  in  some  degree  conforming  to 
the  divine  wilL  Q,  that  I  was  wholly  conformed. 
What  encouragement  have  Tto  trust  in  the  LorxT, 
Vho  is  dealihg  thus  graciously  with  me !    ' 

25.     Was  afresh  enamoured  with  the  beauty  of 
fiblihess,  in  our  littlfe-  silent  gathering  to»-day  j,  so 
that  I  thought  it  was  good'  to  be  there.. 

31.  These  last  few  day^  have  afforded  bu^ 
HtUe  time  for  religious  retnrement  5  but  though  I  fear 
•ome  part  of  them  has:  not  been  spent  so  profitably 
ss  it  might  have  been;  yet  at  times  I  have  found 
my  mind  secretly  attracted  by  divine  lov6  to  its 
proper  centre  5  and  can  thankfully  acknowledge,  I 
have  been  preserved  in  a  good  degree  of  quiiet 
dependiance  on  Him,  who  can  alone  preserve  from 
Ae  various  snares  which  hourly  await  us ;  and 
Irho  best  knows  how  to  dispense  suitably  to  VAl 


dependant  creatures.  He  is  indeed  an  inexhausti- 
ble fountain ;  and  in  his  hand  are  the<  hidden 
treasures  of  wisdom. 


EtEVEN-TH  MoKTH,  1793. 

7.  This  last  week  confined  by  illness ;,whicfi 
I'fear  I  did  not  bear  with  that  full  resignation  an4 
meekness  of  spirit  which  I  should '  have  done^v 
though  it  was  often  the  concern  of  my  mind  to- 
press  after  it,  even  in  the  silent  watches  of  the 
night.  During  this  time  of  my  confinement  I  met 
with  a  trial  which  none  knew  of  but  the  Lord| 
whose  compassionate  eye  is  over  all  his  works  (yea^ 
t}ie  very  meanest  of  them,  or  else  I  had  perished 
long  ago).  He  sustained  my  poor  feeble  soul  an4 
enabled  me  in  some  degree  to  adopt  the  langaagi^ 
4)f  *^  Thy  will  be  done.'*  Gracious  condescension! 
\of  myself  I  was  wholly  unequal  to  this  attainment.  > 
It  is  thou  alone,'0  Lord,  who  canst  set  bounds  to 
i^e  ocean  that  it  cannot  p^ss;  andc^say  ^  hithertQ 

*  thou -shalt  come  and  no  further,  ,and  here  sh^R 

*  thy  ;proud  waves  be  stayed.*  Hadst  thou  nc^ 
graciously  rsuperintended  the  vessel,  how  pftqp. 
yrould  it  haye  been  wrecked* 

9.  Got  out  agjiin  ,to  .our  veek-day  meeting^ 
in  which  my  ppor  min^  was  sweetly  replenishe4 
with  celestial  rain.  At  the  close  of  it,  a  com*- 
^Utee  vras  held  to  nominate  women  overseers,^  ^t 
l^bic^  I  "yr/i^  proposed  as^one.    Oh  Lit  brought^- 
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^tzt  weight  over  inc.;  and  I  venturea  to  object  t5 
<ii\  but  do  Jiot  know  whether  my  objection  will  be 
accepted.  If  I  am  chosen,  I  desire^  with  much 
sincerity,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  set  a  double 
watch  over  my  conduct,  while  watching  over 
others ;  that  I  may  so  walk  as  to  preserve  my  gar- 
ments free  from  spot  or  any  such  thing. 

I5t  Went  to  Staines  to  see  my  dear  relations 
jthere,  an  opportunity  offering  j  yet  it  being  our 
week-day  meeting,  was  not  quite  easy  about  it: 
but  feeling  that  my  mind  was  sweetly  centered 
^nd  contrited  on  my  return,  I  hope  I  do  not  pre- 
sume too  far  in  believing  that  I  did  not  offend  - 
Him,  whom  I  desire  to  love  above  all. 

21.    'A  Tcfreshmg  time  this  afternoon  in  my  • 
chamber ;  in  which  I  -was  led  to  view  the  •excel- 
lency of  truth  »nd  its  peaceable  fruits. 

24.  Gave  way  to-day  to  anger,  about  a  trifle 
in  itself;  as  I  have  several  times  of  late  j  yet  was 
thankful  to  feel  myself  corrected,  O,  for  more 
sweetness  of  disposition,  and  strength  of  mind  to 
bear  the  cross  occurrences  of  life.  This  I  often 
ial>6ur  after;  and  sometimes,  when  IJceep  on  the 
'watch^  am  enabled  to  bear  trials  of  patience  with- 
out quitting  my  quiet  habitation :  would  I  could 
^ways  dwell  there  f 

26.  Much  affected  with  the  sorrowful  tidings 
<tliat  Job  Scott  had  taken  the  small-ppox  in  Ireland ; 
and  it  is  supposed  that  he  is  by  this  time  removed. 
He  was  a  valiant  in  Israel ;  one  whose  bow  abode 
ist  itr^ttu  I  caxmbt  but  mourn  the  church's  losst 
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and  his  dear  childreiTs,  though  nifknown  to  me : 
y^t  we  must  not  call  in  question  the  dispensations 
of  Providence,  though,  to  us  finite  jcreaturesj  they 
^ay  be  past  finding  out* 


TwELTTH  Month,  1793. 

# 

'6.  Oh>  the  crucifying  power  of  Jesus,  hiow  . 
hard  to  flesh  and  blood  !  But  remember,  O,  my 
soul,  that  is  the  part  which  can  never  inherit  the 
kingdom.  Yet  I  can  truly  say,  with  a  servant  of 
the  Lord  formerly  (to  wit,  Mary  Peisley),  that  so 
trequent  and  necessary  are  the  operations  of  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit,  to  separate  betwixt  the  pre- 
cious and  the  vile,  that  at  times  it  make^  me  weary 
x)f  this  emT)odied  state.  The  Lord  alone  knows 
my  secret  probations;  no  mortal  is  acquainted 
therewith :  and  it  Is  he  alone  that  can  sustain 
through  every  conflict  and  give  victory.  Praised 
be  his  name  !  a  degree  -of  living  faith  at  this  time  . 
arisesL,  that  as  I  keep  my  eye  single  to  him,  he  will 
be  near,  and  preserve  me  from  th«  fury  of  the  de- 
vourer, 

JO.  Jily  mind  sweetly  refreshed,  and  anima- 
ted to  press  forward,  by  reading  an  account  of  dear 
Job  Scott's  triumphant  exit. 

15.  A  preciouJs  season  at  meeting  this  morn- 
ing. 'Was  led  to  believe  that  the  work  of  the  new 
creation  was.  carrying  op,  even  new  heavens  and 
diew  eart^;  zai  that  the  old  were  passing  awaj« 
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O^  that  ttis  glorious  work  may  be  perfected  to  tlie 

/praise  of  Him  who  alone  is  able  to  perform  it. 

20.  Staid  from  meeting  to-day  to  nurse  my 
little  niece,  who  lies  ill  with  the  scarlet  fever  and 
sore  throat:  and  though  I  am  very  apt  to  take 
disorders  of  this  kind,  yet  feel  easy  and  quiet  about 
it ;  having,  I  hope,  my  trust  in  the  Lord ;  who 
-can  sustain  through  every  dispensation  which  he 
is  pleased  to  allot  to  the  workmanship  of  his  hands. 

-Can  I  doubt  Him  who  hath  so  abundantly  blessed 
and  sustained  to  this  very  hour  ?     Oh,  no  !   I  feel 

my  confidence  renewed ^  for  which   I  bless  hit 

■iioly  name. 


First  Month,  179+. 

3.  Attended '  our  monthly  meeting  to-day. 
TThough  held  in  silence,  the  meeting  for  worship 
-was,  to  my  poor  thirsty  soul,  a  season  of  conso- 
lation and  refreshment :  a  favour  I  esteemed  my- 
self unworthy  of.  A  committee  from  the  quar- 
terly meeting  attended  this  meeting.  The'  ap- 
pointment of  overseers  took  place.  O,  that  the 
importance  of  such  an  appointment  may  dwell  ". 
inrcightily  on  n[jy  mind. 

J.     Though  the  good  Sheph^d  of  Israel  was,.; 

*  near  to-day,  both  in  our  morning  and  afternoon 

-meetings,  yet  I   found  the  enemy  also  present, 

endeavouring  to  dtaw  niy  mind  from  its  proper 

^ei^tr^  ^fV^^^f  >^'V^^S  pictures  to  catch  its 
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attention ;  and  he  too  much  prevailed  ^  under  x 
sense  of  which  I  was  humbled,  and  prayed  that  I 
might  be  enabled  to  maintain  the  warfare* 

II.  A  day  for  the  greater  part  spent  profi- 
tably; yet  was  desirous,  in  the  evening,  thajt  I 
might  attribute  nothing  to  the  creature  5  for  if  I 
was  enabled  to  do  any  thing  aright,  the  sufficiency 
was  of  God.  O,  my  soul,  be  willing  to  be  strip- 
ped of  every  filthy  rag  of  thy  own  righteousness,* 
that  thou  mayest  be  like  the  king's  daughter,  "  all 
^ "  glorious  within." 

13.  Our  quarterly  meeting  at  Kingston^  Sa- 
muel Emlen  and  James  Graham  appeared  in  tes- 
timony ;  the  latter  inviting  the  backsliders  to  re- 
turn to  their  first  love.  I  was  humbled  under  a 
sense  of  the  continued  kindness  of  a  long-sufiering 
God,  in  thus  sending  his  faithful  servants  amongst 
us.  In  the  meeting  for  discipline  -an  appointment 
of  women  friends  took  place,  to  join  a  committee 
of'  men  friends  to  visit  the  monthly  meetings ; 
when,  in^  compliance  with  my  friends  wishes,  and 
from  a  iPear  of  discouraging  others,  I  was  pr^ 
vailed  witfh  to  set  down  my  name  ;  yet,  alas  \  I 
feel  verjr unequal  to  such  an  undertaking;  and 
expect,  if  i  do  go,  to  go  as  a  fool.  O,  that  .1  * 
may  be  preserved  in  simplicity,  and  ^iiigleiicss  of  "^ 
he&tt^;  tfiat  self  iriay  he  laid  low ;  that  so  I  may 
mdte  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord* 

ao.  Took  leavfe'  of  m?  dear  friends  and  re- 
tuftoed  home^s^ds :  founcT  mjr  deat  parents  and 
suHer^^eUi  -and  $6ax6  tehd<m  nrfio'^Ha^  hMk'^ 


Visited  with  sickness,  on  the  recovery ;  «o  that  i" 
hare  renewed  cause  of  thankfulness  :  yea  1  what 
hour  of  my  life  does  hot  afford  it  ?         ' 

25.  A  time  of  eweet  solace  in  my  chamber ; 
io  that  my  soul  had  to  acknowledge,  Good  is  the 
Lord,  and  worthy  to  be  praised  ;  and  that  by  the 
whole  house  of  Israel. 

28.  Went  to  the  week-day  meeting  aft  Guild* 
ford.  Here  was  painfully  brought  to  my  temem* 
brance  my  having  spoken  enviously  of  a  person  ; 
tnd  with  confusion  of  fajce  was  I  humbled  before 
the  Lord,  beseeching  forgiveness,  and  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  enable  me  to  walk  more  per« 
fectly  before  him  in  future.  O,  may  my  sint 
iver  go  before-hand  to  judgment.  Being  at  this 
6me  made  willing  to  come  under  hi«  purifying 
hand,  I  wa^  fay6ured  with  the  return  of  sweet 
peace. 

31.  The  parable  ot  the  publican  and  pharisee 
was  brought  to  my- remembrance  this  morning  at 
meeting ;  and  the  prayer  of  my  heart  was,  that 
,the  Pharisaical  disposition  might  never  be  enter- 
^ined  by  mei  poor  creature  as  I  am,  much  inore 
iieed  have  I  to  exclaim  with  the  publican,  ^*  Goji 
•*  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner/* 


Second  Month,  1794. 
2.    Felt  the  overshadowing  ©f  heavenly  love, 
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•eon  after  I  sat  down  in  meeting  this  morning  \^ 
yet,  through  unwatchfulness,  sulFered  my  mind  to 
be  scattered ;  recovered  in  some  degree  my 
strength  before  the  meeting  concluded,  but  not 
wholly.  Read  this  afternoon  an  excellent  little, 
book  written  by  George  Keith.  What  need  have 
they,  who  think  they  stand,  to  take  heed  lest  they 
fall*;^  since  one  who  made  so  good  a  beginning, 
and  even  suiFered  imprisonment  for  the  testimony, 
did  grievously  fall. 

3.  Much  of  my  time  devoted  to  the  service  of 
others. 

5.  A  quiet  tranquil  day,  both  to  body  and 
mind,  r; 

10.  Confined  with  a  sorp  throat  and  fever  these 
several  days  past :  had  the  disorder  very  favour- 
ably 5  for  which  have  been  humbly  thankful : 
yet  have  been  uncommonly  tried  with  poverty  of 
spirit ;  yea,  I  sought  him  whom  my  soul  loveth  ; 
I  sought  hino  on  my  bed,  but  found  him  not. 

12.  Pretty  much  spent  in  profitable  reading : 
fresh  desires  arose  after  a  more  perfect  establish- 
ment on  the  Rock  of  ages,  against  which  neither 
4eath,-  hell,  nor  the  grave  shall  ever  prevail. 

to.  Mostly  devoted  to  the  poor  and  sick ;  so 
that  I  hope  it  has  been  well  spent:  yet  am  fully 
lensible  there  is  nothing  due  to  the  creature, 

23.  Favoured  with  the  fresh  descendings  of  hea- 
venly^ rain  at  meeting  this  morning.  O  my  soul, 
*ft  not  ike  recording  of  the  Lord's  mercies  satisfy 
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tfieci  but  let  it  incite  thee  to.  a  more  earnest  piir^ 
suit  after  heavenly  treasure:  that  s6  increasing > 
faithfulness  may  appear. 

.  26*  So  much  taken  up  with  visiting,  and  divert 
other  engagements,  that  I'  could  find  scarcely  an]^ 
dme  for  retirement.  How  tasteless  and  insipid. i^ 
every  enjoyment,  that  is  not  crowned  with  thy 
presence^  O  Lord ! — I  am  thankful  to  feel  it  to. 


Thirb  Month,  1794. 

t.  Wrote  a  letter  of  advice  to  a  friend ;  it 
doing  which  I  have  discharged  •  an  apprehended 
duty  :  the  rest  of  the  day  much  taken  up  in  serving 
others. 

2.  On  my  first  sitting  down  at  meeting,  got 
mus*ng  on  a  subject,  which,  though  a  profitable 
one,  was  beside  the  proper  business  :  yet  no  soonef 
did  I  endeavour  to  dismiss  it,  and  get  on  xny  watchf 
than  I  met  with  Him  whom  my  soul  lOveth,  gra* 
ciously  waiting  ,  to  bless  the  workmanship  of  hit  * 
hand.  May  he  be  pleased  to  instruct  me  how  to 
make  suitable  returns. 

3.  Doubts  and  fears  have  been  the  compa* 
nions  of  my  mind  to-day,  about  sending  the  lettef 
which  I  had  written ;  so  concluded  to  wait,  \vA 
try  it  longer  j  have  also  been  afraid  of  spreadinjj^ 
too  much  into  branches,  and  not  dwelling  enougb 
in    the  root.      Oj   may  this  jealously  increase. 

Da 


Vader  die  pressure  of  these  feelings  I  bare  poured 
ODt  my  soul  before  the  Lord,  beseeching  him  to 
preserve  me  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left. . 

€•     Ventured  with  fear  to  send  the  letter  I  had 
written  ;  so  must  leave  the  event. 

23.  Much  discouraged  at  the  prospect  of  the 
approaching  visit  to  the  monthly  meetings ;  and 
the.  more  so  as  my  companion  Sarah  Birkbeck  is 
likely  to  be  prevented,  by  illness,  from  going  with 
ine.  This  is  no  small  trial  of  my  faith.  O,  that 
It  were  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  pure  and  un» 
mixed ;  then  doubtless  it  would  lessen,  if  not  re- 
BEiov^,  this  mountain.  Had  a  visit  from  a  kind 
sympathizing  friend  :  and  dear  Elizabeth  Moline,  . 
seeing  my  extreme  weakness,  voluntarily  offered  to 
accompany  me.  Oh,  what  a  poor  creature  am  I« 
jfiow  i^9,worthy  such  unmerited  favour !  Awoke 
in^lhe  night,  and  felt  my  mind  sweetly  bounded  l^y 
^e  fear  pf  the  Lord..;  yet  methought  something 
][ike  a  geiitle  reproof  Jfoj  giving  way  so  .much  to 
my  feats- 

9,6^.    -^ent  fto  Dorking  to  joiii  the  committee^ 
I:hope>pur  going  was  not  altogether  in  vain. 

30^  ,A  refreshing  season  at  meeting  this  momi-^ 
ifigf  though  not  ^iiattended  with  labour  :  the  after- 
noon was  tl|e  pr«^parative  meeting.  Some  weighty 
counsel  dropt^  yet  I  thought  the  queries  an^ 
SWered.  too  fully.  In  the  evening  spoke  detract- 
singly  of  an  absent  person ;  to  my  shame  I  mention  ^ 
jf;»    O  my  soul>  when  wilt  thou  Jear^i  wisdona  ? 
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jr.     Low,  and  I  trust  humble,  unJer  a  scinaifl 
©f  my  failing  yesterday^    wth   renewed  desired 
after  more  stability. 


Fourth  Month,  1794. 

It.  A  renewal  of  strength  at  our  silent  Week- 
day meeting.     How  do  I  love  these  seasons ! 

15.  Company,  &c.  again  to-day:  something, 
is  certainly  due  to  our  friends  ;  yet  i  should  gladly 
have  retired  awhile  to  feel  after  that  meat  which 
the  world  knows  not  of. 

16*  Renewed  desires  after  divine  preservation^ 
yet  but  little  time  for  religious  retirement.  Am 
diankful  to  feel,  when  this  is  sometimes  the  case, 
the  limiting  power  of  truth  near  me  y  preseivin^f 
me  iii  a  watchful  frame  of  mind. 

17.  *It  was  opened  tamy  understanding,  in  my 
silent  sitting,  how  ofi<ensive  a  lukewarm  state  is  in 
the  sight  of  God ;  and-  the  prayer  of  my  heart 
was,  that  I  might  be  preserved  from  it ;  and  I  wat 
led  a  little  to  number  my  blessings.  . 

18.  Renewed  encouragement  -to  follow  the 
Lord  in  the  way  of  his  leadings,  at  our  week-day 
meeting.  What  a  loss  do  those  sustain  who  miss 
these  opportunities ! 

20.  Beset  with  vain  thoughts^  to  which  I  too 
much  yielded ;  so  that,  when  I  went  to  meeting, 
I  thought  myself  unworthy  tp  approach  Perfect 
Purity :  yet  such  was  his  grabious  copdescensioii^ 
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■ 

th^t  lie  stretched  forth  his  sceptre,  and  drew  me 
near  to  him  ;  and  blessed  me  with  his  life-giving 
presence.     Unmerited  mercy ! 

24.  Was  truly  desirous  that  the  work  (which 
I  believe  the  Lord  hath  graciously  begun  in  my 
heart)  might  not  be  marred,  on  the  wheel;  but 
there  is  surely  no  safety  but  in  unceasing  watchful- 
Besi^ 


FriTH  Month,  1794. 

3.  This  morning  rose  early ;  and  spent  some 
hours  in  my  chamber,  profitably  and  pleasantly^ 
in  reading,  writing,  and  communing  with  my  owli 
heart :  favoured  with  the  fresh  descendings  of  hea* 
venly  rain...  Frctcious  privilege,  and  delightful 
employment !  O,  that  the  votaries  of  pleasure 
could  but  taste  these  refined  and  superior  enjoy* 
ments ;  surely  they  would  be  willing  to  part  wit^ 
th^«r  perishable  and  sin-pleasing  gratifications  fof 
|his  pearl  of  great  price. 

X4.  S?t  up  p^rt  of  last  night  with  my  belove4  , 
pareAl  i  and  my  feelings  much  tried  with  an  ap* 
prehension  of  his  disorder  settling  in  childishness. 
I  fagve  endeavoured  to  labour  after  an  entire  resign 
nation  to  the  divine  will,  under  this  trying  allots. 
ra^  I  and  though  I  cannot  say  I  have  attained  to 
it^rl[ectly>  7^^  methinks  I  feel  the  sustaining  arm 
of  diving  power  underneath,  as  an  anchor  to  my 
Vcaxiedsoul*    Mj^j  I  be  tbimkfui  enough.     . 
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t$.  My  dear  father  something  better  to-day, 
having  in  a  great  measure  rec<Jvered  the  use  of  his 
faculties.     O^  may  I  be  thankful  enough ;  but  it  it 

the  Lord  alone  who  can  enable  me  so  to  be. 

» 

1 6.  My  dear  father  gradually  recovering;  so 
ventured  to  meeting  to-day,  where  my  poor  ex- 
hausted mind  was  led  as  into  fresh  and  green  pas- 
tures. What  can  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
his  blessings  ? 

a6.    A  sweet  contriting  season  in  my  chamber. 

30.  Though  I  travelled  for  awhile  as  in  a  wii-»* 
derness;  yet  at  length  was  favoured  with  the 
springing  up  of  the  well  of  life^  to  my  great  re< 
freshment  this  morning  at  meeting. 


Sixth  Month,  1 794. 

3.    Felt  sweetly  peaceful,  when  I  awoke  this 
mornings    methought    the    good  Shepherd  was 
near;  notwithstanding  which  favour  was- too  un--' 
guarded  in  my  conversation  in  the  evening :  to  my 
^hame  I  record  it. 

5.  Went  to  Guildford  to  meet  Phebe  Blakes 
and  Elizabeth  Copeland,  two  friends  travelling  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry :  was  made  renewedly 
sensible  of  my  own  insufficiency  for  every  good 
work, 

6.  The  above  mentioned  friends  at  our  month- 
ly meeting  to-day :  Phebe  Blakes  led  in  a  close 
line ;  yet  believe  was  aiuch  favoured :   as  for  poor 
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»ie,  to  struggle  with  my  own  weakness,  seem^J 
all  I  could  attain  to  :  perhaps  my  laind  was  too 
outward ;  yet  endeavoured  to  set  a  double  watch 
en  that  hand. 

7.  Have  been  desirous  this  morning  of  arising 
and  shaking  myself  from  tlie  dust  of  the  earth : 
for  surely  we  are  often  clogged  with  it  in  our 
passing  along^^  How  does  k  retard  our  progress 
Zion-ward  ! 

10.  My  dose  attention  to  my  dear  father  these 
•everal  days,  with  otlier  family  engagements,  have 
left  me  but  little  leisure  for  retirement  5  yet  trust 
I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  near  my  good  guide, 
who  hath  graciously  stayed  my  mind  under  some 
inquietudes  whicji  have  occurred. 

12.  Our  dear  friends  Mary  Ridgway  and  Jane 
Watson  came;  an  unpleasant  evening  owing  to  aiv 
illumination :  the  people  very  noisy  and  riotous* 
Was  favoured  with  much  quietness  and.  calmness 
on  the  occasion^  though  they  broke  many  of  eui 
windows. 

13.  Our  week-day  meeting,  which  the  afore- 
said  friends  attended,  and  a  precious  season  it 
proved  to  my  mind,  and  I  hope  to  many  others  t 
Mary  and  Jane  appeared  excellently,  especially 
dear  Maty,  who  'laboured  in  much  gospel  love 
amongst  us,  inviting  those  who  stood  idle  in  the 
market-plade,  to  enter  into  the  vineyard  of  their 
own  hearts  and  work . 

15.  Went  to  Guildford  to  meet  our  dear 
Iriendd   Mary  Ridgway  and    Jane  Watson,  yetv 


felt  rather  unfeasy  in  leaving  our  own  nieefting^t 
which  brought  me  intO'  deep  contrition.  O,  xngif 
lever  cherish  this  religious  sensibility.  The  Lord 
was  pleased  in  great  condescension^  to  visit  me^in 
my  low  estete^  reviving  my  fiiith  and  hope  in- 
him.  Dear  Mary  and  Jane  appeared  exceU 
lently,  though  in  a  close  line.  Returned  to  our 
evening  meeting,  which  also  proved  a  reason  of  re* 
fireshment. 

1 8.  I  accompanied  my  dear  father  to  AUon,. 
where  we  again  met  with  oor  dear  friends  Mary 
Ridgway  and  Jane  Watson. 

ip.  Was  at  a  meeting  appointed  for  the  afdre« 
said  friends :  I  sat  down  in  much  weakness  and 
emptiness;  yet  being  enabled  to  maintain  the 
warfare,  truth  arose  into  dominion  in  my  heart 
before  silence,  was  broken.  Before  we  parted  wer^ 
favoured  with  a  sweet  cementing  opportunity,  ia 
which  dear  Mary  appeared  in  testimony,  and  heart- 
tendering  supplication  that  the  Lord  would  be 
pleased  to  be  with  diem  in  the  way  they  should 
gOi  and  also  with  us  that  staid  behind  j  and  that 
we,  might  be  as  epistlea  written  in  eacL  others^ 
hearts  > 

2 1 .    Came  home^  had'a  pl^asanr  safe  joorney  )' 
renewed  cause  of  thankfulness  r 

25.  My  dear^father  not  quite  so  well  :^  my  fears 
much  alarmed ;  yet  endeavoured  to  keep  quie^ 
and  near^  that  Rocky  which  alone  supports  under 
every  triaU 

27»    ify  beloved  father  feelmg  Kimaelf  footly^ 

05' 


€Xmchxied  not  to  go  to  meeting  5  but  aftcrwatrdt 
V?€nt,andl  with  him :  though  late,  it  proved 
#^6eas6n  of    divine    refredunent;   silent  as  to 

tw>rds. 
3a.  ;  Tried  wiih'  the  heat  of  the  weather:  yet 
several  times  in  the  day  felt  the  attractive  influence 
of  divine  love^^^tjb  that  L  trust  I  am  notibrsaken» 
Encouraging  belief  r 


»'<• 


Sevbkth^Moktk,  1794. 


.'I.  Some  trials  of  patience  occurred ;  which  I 
^  not  bear  with  that  meekness  I  might  have 
done:  O,  for  an  increase  of  it  as  well  as  of  every 
cither  virtue ;  surely  I  stand  much  in  need  of  it,, 
.and  it  is  often  the  en^gement  of  my  mind  to.prest^ 
after  it. 

6*  Set  piT  at  half  past  four  o'clock,  for  our 
quarterly  meetings,  got  there  but  a  little  before 
Itteetingy  had  not  time  sufficient  to  refresh  our-* 
^lVe&,  and  the  weather  extremely  hot,  so  that  it 
was  no  easy  matter  to  get  my  mind  sufficiently 
abstracted  from  outward  things:  yet  was  not 
wholly  forsaken  by  die  Shepherd  of  Israel,  who  is 
still  watclung  over  his  little  ones  with^  fatherly 
kindness;  were  favoured  with  the  company  of 
Kveral  valuable  friends*  • 

7.  A  precious  season  to-day  to  my  poor  soul : 
in  which  my  strength  and  confidence  in  the  Lord 
,was  veiiew^d :  notwithstandiQg  the  extreme  heat 
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of  the  weather  and  smallness-of  the  meeting-house* 
Dear  Thomas  Scattergood  attended  whh  many 
other  valuable  friends:  I'  was  enabled  to  get 
through  the  business  to  my  humble  admiration, 
yet  trust  the  praise  was  rendered  where  it  was 
atone  due,  well  knowing  from  whence  ability  was 
received.  Set  out  for  home  in  the  evening,  which 
we  did  not  reach  till  midnight. 

13,  Though  I  sat  down  much  emptied  of  all 
good  this  morning  at  meeting,  yet  was  the  Lord 
graciously  pleased  as  formerly  to  fill  the  empty 
vessel.  The  evening  meeting  poorly  attended,  and 
alas  !  but  too  few  of  the  few,  I  fear,  spiritually 
awake,  so  as  to  unite  in  labour  for  the  arising  of 
Itfe. 

15.  Feeling  the  bubblings  up  of  the  well- 
gyring  of  life  this  evening,  I  retired  into  the  gar* 
den,  where  I  was  enabled  to  sing  unto  it  t  inesti<» 
mabk  favour !  • 


NlKTH  MoKTH,  1794.' 

.27.  Have  been  confined  eight  weeks  this  day^ 
with  a  nervous  i^ever  y  seven  of  which  td  my 
chamber,  and  mostly,  to  my  bed.  The  forepart 
of  my  illness  was  tried  with  poverty  of  spirit;  my 
mind  seeping  to  partake  of  the  weakness  of  my 
body,  so  that  I  had  scarcely  strength  to  look  to- 
wards the  Lord's  holy  habitation.  Yet  I  have 
reason  to  beUeve  he  was  not  unmindful  of  me^ 
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for  one  night  when  I  could  not  sleqp  from  extr^ne 
restlessness^  and  feelings  as  I  apprehended,  the  dia^ 
order  increasing  on  me,  I  felt  more  than  commott  ' 
anxiety  as  to  the  event :  desiring  if  the  solemn 
change  was  near,  I  might  have  an  evidence  of  it* 
In  that  trying  season,  it  was  graciously  intimated 
that,  however  my  sickness  terminated,  it  would  be 
well  with  me.     I  write  not  this  boastin^y ;  but 
then,  as  well  as  now,  was  deeply  humbled  under 
a.,  sense  of  my  own  unworthiness  of  so  great  9 
favour.     Tet it  was  an  anchor  to  my  soul,  not 
only  at  that  time-,  but  during  the  rest  of  my  illness^ 
forbidding  every  anxious  thought,  and  increasinf^ 
my  faith  and  confidence  inliis  holy  name,  who  j» 
for  ever  worthy  to  he  feared  and  praised.  .  An*- 
aow  he  hath  b^n  graciously  pleased  to  restore  in 
some  degree  my  health  and   strength,  which  in*^ 
creases  daily,  may  I  be  enabled,  through  his  holy 
assistance,  to  live  to  his  honour,  who*  hath  thu» 
poured  un,numbered  blessings  on  my  head :  yet  I 
am  often  led  to  feel,, and  at  times  to  mourti,  mj^ 
lukewarmness    and  my  pfoneness  to  enter  toa. 
much  into  the  spirit  of  this  world  ;  so  that  I  see  our 
blessed  Lord's  injunction,  to  watch  and  pray,  was 
never  more  necesdary  than  at  the  present  time» 


Tehtb  Mokth,  1794.        * 

6.     (Alton)  Several  days  have    again  elapsed 
without  any  remark,  partlf  owing  ta  indisposition. 
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partly  to  want  of  suitable  opportunity.  I  have  stilf, 
at  times,  to  lament  my  lukewarmness,  at  others 
have  been  favoured  with  the  fresh  descendings  of 
heavenly  rain,  to  the  great  refreshment  of  my 
weary  mind.  O,  that  increasing  fruitfulness  may 
dpi^ar.  During  this  time  my-  dear  aunt  Townsend 
departed  this  life,  at  Edinburgh,  where  she  wias 
on  a  religious  visit. 

13.  This  day  my  beloved  father  was  seized 
with  an  apoplectic  fit ;  under  which  severe  trial  I 
was  supported  beyond  expectation :  and  through 
divine  favour,  before  night,  he  was  so  far  recovered 
as  to  speak. 

14.  My  dear  father  much  better.  Thomas 
Scattergood  paid  a  religious  visit  to  our  family ; 
which  was  a  stengthening  opportunity  to  my  poor 
weak  mind  $  what  abundant  cause  of  thankfulness 
does  each  day  aflbrd  f 

itf.  Have  been  humbled  to-day  under  an  ap- 
prehension that  my  gratitude  for  past  favours  has 
not  been  enough  lively,  and  that  I  have  been  too 
much  oflT  my  watch  to-day. 

ji.  Favoured  with  near  access  to  the  throne 
of  grace  this  morning  in  our  silent  gathering  at 
meeting  $  and  corhfcnrted  in  the  renewed  belief^ 
diat  die  glory  is  not  yet  departed  from  our  IsraeL 


Eleventh  Month,  1794. 
2»  '  Sat  down  at  meeting  this  morning  in  much 
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pof erty  and  weakness ;  yet  He  who  was  pleased^ 
formerly  to  fill  the  empty  vessels,  and  remains  to " 
be  the  joy  and  song  of  many  generations,  also 
graciously  condescended  to  make  my  cup.  to  over- 
flow. 

7*    A  humbling  season  at  meeting  this  mom-^ 
ing;    yet  think   I.  hurried  over   the  business  too 
fast.)    and   divers    friends   calling,  in,  my  mind^' 
too  much  dissipated,  so  that  on  a  review  of  this 
day  I  feel  much  dissatisfied  with  myself. 

13.  Though  a  sense  of  some  weaknesses  at<^- 
tended  me  in  these  last  two  days,  yet  think  theyr- 
have  not  been  spent  vainly  or  whoUy  unimproved. 

16.  I  did  not  eat  the  bread  of  idleness  this  v 
morning  at  meeting;  though  have  no  doubt  but 
my  labour  was  increased  by  my  un watchfulness 
at  first  sitting  down,  suffering  my  mind  to  wander, 
hither  and  thither  ;  so  that  I  could  not  easily  get^~- 
it  centred ;  yet  the  Lord  was  not  unmindful  of 
me. 

24.  This  day  spent  mostly  in  the  service  of -^ 
the  poor.  I  mention  this  not  as  any  thing  meri--- 
torious,  being  well  convinced  how  imperfectly  I  ? 
perform  my  duties,  both  religious  and. social. 

28.    Favoured  with  the  .fresh  descendings  of 
celestial  rain^  in  our  little  silent  gf^bering^tbis. . 
morning. 
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Twelfth  Month,  1794. 

3..  **  Let  him  that  thinketh  he  standeth  take 
**  heed  lest  he  fall ;"  never  was  this  advice  more 
necessary  to  me,  than,  at  this  juncture;  who  hut 
yesterday  was  comforted  in  the  belief  that  through 
the  assistance  of  divine  grace,  I  was  gaining  some 
ascendency  over  the  adversary  of  our  souls'  hap- 
piness, not  only  in  a  more  circumspect  walking, 
but  in  watching  over  my  mind,  naturally  prone 
to  a  roving  disposition.  But  alas  !  am  renewedly 
convinced,  that  the  warfare  is  not  completed. 

5.  •  Dwelt  much  in^  the  valley  j  yet  methought 
Ae  dew  rested  on  my  humble  habitation.  , 

9.  These  two  days  much  occupied  with  com- 
pany, waiting  on  my  dear  father,  attending  my 
girlsy  &c.  so  as  to  leave  but  little  time  for  religious 
retirement* 

12.  Staid  at  home  from  meeting  with  my  dear 
father;  and  the  Lord,  who  is  not  confined  to  place 
or  space,  broke  u»upon  my  soul  with  his  life-giving 
presence,  to  my  great  comfort  and  refreshment. 
Eor  ever  praised  be  his  excellent  name,  who  i|i 
alone  worthy.  ^ 

I5«  Fresh  cause  to  moan  my  instability,  p 
my  soul,  when  wilt  thou  learn  wisdom  i 

1 6.     Peaceful  and  quiet. 

19.  My  dear  father  seized  with  another  apo- 
plectic fit  I  but  not  so  violent  as  the  former,  nor  oi 
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80  long  duration.     I  was  favoured  to  feel  calnd^ 
under  this  trying  dispensation. , 

20.  Sat  up  with  my  dear  father  last  night  5 
111  which  season  itiy  mind  enjoyed  sweet  solacei 

TZ.  My  beloved  father  favoured  with  a  good 
night ;  awoke  refreshed  this  morning-,  and  his  fa* 
culties  much  restored.  O,  that  I  may  be  thanks 
ful  enough 'for  this  renewed  favour. 

24.  My  beloved  father  vpry  low  this  evening  } 
fearing  the  work  had  not  kept  pace  with  the  day  r 
my  mind  sweetly  contrited  before  the  father  of 
Mercies,  and  encouraged  in  the  belief  that  he 
would  find  acceptance. 

28.  Measurably  owned  by  Him  (vt^o  is  the 
crown  of' all  ourTeligicHis  assemblies),  both  in  our 
morning  and  afternoon  meeting  ;  but  got  off  my 
watch  too  soon  in  the  latter. 

3*.     And  how  I  am  come  to  the  close^of  ano^ 
ther  year.      What  progress,  O  my  soul,  hast  thou 
hiade  in  the  heavenly  race  ?     What  increase  of 
spiritual   strength  f     I  fear  not  much ;'  yet  am  ' 
thankful  in  believing  I  am  presisrved  in  a  gboA* 
degree  of  spiritual  health:  and  thus  much  cait  I*^ 
8^y  on  behalf  of  a  merciful  Creator,  that  hithert<r,'' 
nothwithstanding   my  manifold    weaknesses,    he 
liatb  helped  me. 
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First  Month,  1795. 

1.  And  now,  O  my  Soul,  mayest  thou  begin 
this  year  with  renewed  dedication  of  heart  to  the 
Lord's  service.  I  desire  so  to  do.  Strengthen 
my  feeble  endeavours,  O  Lord,  if  it  be  thy  will. 

9.  A  precious  season  this  morning  in  our  lit- 
tle silent  gathering,  my  soul  was  prostrated  before 
the  Lord  in  deep  reverence  and  thankfulness  that 
he  should  deign  to  lift  up  the  light  of  his  gloriou$ 
couBtenance  upon  one  so  unworthy. 

13.  Have  been  favoured  at  times  to  commune 
with  my  own  heart  and  be  still.  By  this  means 
we  are  favoured  by  the  light  bf  truth  to  see  what 
need  we  have  of  a  merciful  Kedeemer. 

15.  Not  spent  idly  as  to  action,  but  gave  way 
to  tain  and  roving  thoughts^^for  which  I  deservedly 
feel  condemnation^ 

18.  A  precious  season  this  morning  at  meet* 
ing*  was  favoured  to  ^eel  something  of  the  seal  of 
adoption  on  my  spirit,  for  which  unmerited  mercy^ 
all  within  me  magnified  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
vbo  lires.  and  abides  for  ever. 

2Z,  My  apprehen$ipn8  afresh  awakened  on 
my  dear  father's  account ;  a  poor  account  also  of 
a  dear  sistejr  who  is  confined  with  a  fever ;  and 
what  increases  my  distress  is,  I  cannot  leave/  my 
dear  father,  to  go  and  see  her. 

27.  The  cares  and  perplexities  of  this  world 
luve  too  much  occupied  my  miudj  some  of  wl^jich 
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I  fear  I  have  not  borne  with  that  patience  and  sub* 
mission  I  ought  to  have  done  \  yet  think  I  hav€ 
laboured  after  this  attainment, 

30.     A  good  account  of  my  dear  sister* . 


Second  Month,  1795. 

2.  A  thoroughly  busy  day,  leaving  the  mind 
but  little  leisure  for  spiritual  improvement. 

6.  A  precious  season  this  morning  in  our'Ht* 
tie  silent  week-day  meeting.  O,  that  our  luke* 
warm  professors  would  but  come,  taste,  and  see 
for  themselves,  "  that  the  Lord  is  good  :"  surely 
they  would  not  be  negligent  in  the  attendance  ol 
these  religious  opportimitiea. 

11.  Have  been  confined  these  several  days  by 
indisposition.  I  felt  poor  and  weak  every  way^ 
yet  in  a  pretty  quiet  frame  of  mind. 

12.  Have  this  morning  waited  at  Wisdom*5j- 
gate,  where  I  have  been  renewedly  instructed  and 
shown  my  own  insufficiency  for  every  good  word 
and  work.  I  Jove  to  be  thus  emptied  and  stripped 
of  every  filthy  rag  of  self-righteousness,  and  to  feel 
the  Lord  reign  whose  right  it  is,  and  who  is  aloiier 
worthy  of  all  praise,  dominion,  and  majesty* 

ao.  Favoured  to  feel  the  best  of  teachers  nealr 
this  moiiiing  in  our  little  silent  week-day  meetings 
dispensing  the  bread  of  life  to  the  hungry  soul,    t 

21.    Too  impatient  with  my  dear  father  to* 
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day.     O,  for  an  increase, of  this  excellent  virtue  j 
which  enables  to  bear  all  things  with  meekness. 


Third  Month,  1795. 

I.  Methought  my  mind  resembled  the  barren 
heath  or  wilderness  when  I  sat.  doyn  in  meeting 
to-day  5  neither  dew  nor  fields  of  offering  :  yet  was 
the  Lord  graciously  j)leased  to  bestow  both  these 
divine  blessings  after  waiting  awhile,  to  him  be 
thct  praise  who  is  alone  worthy. 

5.  My  close  attention  toniy  dear  father,  and 
frequent  visits  to  the  sick,  joined  to  family  con- 
cerns, hath  not  left  me  much  time  for  religious 
retireAient  this  week,  yet  hare  believed  I  was  ia 
the  way  of  my  duty. 

<J.  Went  to  monthly-meeting  this  morning 
under  much  depression  of  mind  (occasioned  by 
my  dear  father^s  and  uncle  Kidd's  illness),  where 
my  strength  and  confidence  in  the  Lord  was  re* 
newed;  and  I  was  in  a  good  degree  enabled  to  say 
«*T&ywiIlbcdone.''   . 

9.  A  precious  heart-tendering  season  at  meet^ 
ing  to-day,  though  no  ministering  friend  present  | 
methought  the  minister  of  the  sanctuary  ,waf 
known  amongst  us  by  the  breaking  of  bread, . 

II.  These,  several   days  too  much  occupied 
with  outward  things,  so  that  the  better  part  hath 
t5otbeen  iniproved  as  niuch  as  it  probably  might, 
kadi  been  more  retired  in  my  mind. 


13.  My  soul  thirsted  this  mornmg  for  tht 
living  God,  who  in  great  ccmdescension  appearerd 
to  my  comfort  and  refreshment,  may  I  walk  more 
worthy  such  unmerited  favours.  • 

15.  Though  tried  with  a  roving  disposition 
when  I  first  sat  down  at  meeting  this  morning,  yet 
the  Lord  was  pleased  to  bless  my  feeble  endeavduris 
to  maintain  the  warfare,  and  graciously  to  lift  tip 
the  light  of  his  gtorious  countenance  upon  me^ 
and,  removing  the  spirit  of  heaviness,  to  give  me 
the  garment  of  praise, 

21".  This  week  hath  been  pretty  fully  occupied 
in  close  attention  to  my  dear  father,  who  hath 
been  and  continues  very  ill. 

t2i  My  dear  father  better;  cause  of  diankful- 
iiess.  When  I  sat  down  in  meeting  this  rnqming 
methought  I  felt  the  hovering  wing  of  azMrient 
Goodness,  but  getting  off  my  watch  lost  ground^ 
and  was  left  for  a  while  in  a  «hry  and  barren  spot> 
Yetl  wa»  desirous  that  I  might  not  be  tenapted  itt 
•the  absence  of  my  spiritual  Moses  to  make  to  my^ 
ielf  a  calf  and  worship  it,  as  the  Israelites  did  foff^ 
merly,  and  He  who  saw  the  sincerity  of  my  heait 
was  pleased  to  appear  again  with  healing  under  his 
wings.  O,  may  I  be  enabled  to  make  a  suitable  re* 
turn  for  such  unmerited  goodness  and  mercy* 

27.  Favoured  with  a  little  of  the  brook  by  thft 
way,  in  my  solitary  sitting  this  morning  in  my 
icfaamber. 

,    %g.    Was  led  this  niorning  at  meeting  to  nua|^ 
ber  my  blessings,  and  to  acknowledge,  in  the  ^p&L 


««f  humility,  my  uitcr  unworthiness  of  tKe^manifold 

kindness  and  condescension  of  the  Lord  towards 

« 

me  i  and  also  to  crave  a  continuance  of  his  fa- 
therly care  and  providence  over  me,  well  know- 
ing^ from  a  fresh  feeling  thereof,  that  Jbe  was  the 
centre  of  all  good. 

31.  JSIy  dear  father  seized  with  epilepsy,  so 
that  for  many  hours  we  had  not  the  least  expecta-* 
tk>n  of  his  recovery.  In  this  season  of  sore  con- 
flict I  found  it  necessary  to  rep^r  to  the  Rock  of 
my  strength,  and  had  not  he  graciously  sustained 
me,  surely  I  had  fainted.;  but  in  his  wonted  good- 
ness he  was  plea3ed  to  walk  on  the  sea,  and  com- 
mand a  calm,  so  that  my  poor  mind  Was  brought 
into  great  qiuetness,  and  could  in  a  good  degree 
^opt  the  language  of  Thy  will  and  not  mine  be 
^one* 

JauRTH  Month,  X795- 

-^.  My  dear  father  worse  again ;  has  heen  de- 
Kfious  all  night,  and  still  remains  so :  so  that  there 
.fl  fresh  need  to  apply  for  renewal  of  strength  and 
lesignation  to  the  divine  will. 

3.  Felt  the  hovering  wing  of  ancient  Goodness 
^  I  sat  by  my  dear  father's  'bed-side  to-day ;  and 
iWas  comforted  in  believing  he  was  made  a  partaker 
lof  the  blessing. 

6.  Went  to  Guildford  to  attend  the  quarterly 
mteting,  beset  with  many  fears  lest  I  should  not  be 
tjfcie  to  go  through  tKe  business*    The  meeting  for 
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worship  I  thought  a  low  season,  but  was  helped  fn 
the  meeting  for  discipline  to  get  through  the  busi* 
ness  to  tolerable  satisfaction  ;  to  the  Lord  be  the 
praise,  to  whom  my  soul  bows  in  humble  gratitude 
for  all  his  mercies  both  ancient  and  new. 

9.  The  two  last  days  taken  up  with  company^ 
Sec,  yet  when  in  company  my  soul  hath  at  seasons 
fio^Ti  to  the  ark  of  its  rest,  finding  none  in  any 
thing  short  of  the  divine  excellency. 

26.  Though  I  sat  down  at  meeting  this  morn- 
ing in  much  poverty,  yet  through  the  goodness  of 
the  Shepherd  of  Israel  my  little  store  was  increased, 
and  my  soul  satisfied  with  his  living  presence.  Un** 
6peakable  favour ! 

28.  My  mind  sweetly  encouraged  and  anima- 
ted to  press  forward  towards  the  mark,  by  reading 
the  account  of  my  dear  aunt  Townsend's  last 
journey  into  Scotlaud.  The  perfect  dedication  of 
heart  that  appears,  is  comfortable,  as  well  as  her 
peaceful  close.  May  I  so  walk  that  my  latter  end 
may  be  like  hers.  , 

30.  Had  to  feel  and  lament  my  natural  prone-, 
cess  to  evil.  Surdy,  I  often  think,  none  more  so,, 
so  that  unless  the  Lord,  who  hitherto  has  preserved 
me  (blessed  for  ever  ^be  his  name!)  be  still  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  watch  over  me,  I  shall  yet,  I  fear, 
fall  by  the  way:  Hove  to  feel  my  dependance,  a.n4 
from  whence  my  help  cometh. 


m 


Fifth  Month,  1795. 

3.  Staid  at  home  with  my  father  in  themorn* 
ing.  In  the  afternoon  laboured  according  to 
ability ;  when,  after  a  while,  the  stone  was  rolled 
'from  the  well's  mouth,  and  my  thirsty  soul  re- 
freshed with  living  water.  Others  also  I  believe 
were  partakers  with  me  in  this  unmerited  blessing. 

8.  Under  much  depression  on  account  of  a 
fresh  scene  of  trial.  O,  that  He,  who  hath  seen 
meet  to  afflict,  may  be  pleased  to  sustain  through 
this  trying  dispensation. 

9.  My  mind  sweetly  encouraged  this  morning 
at  meeting  with  a  renewed  evidence,  that  thougl^' 
the  Lord  afflicts  he  hath  not  forsaken.     For  ever 
blessed  be  his  holy  name. 

II.  A  time  of  close  inward  exercise  this  morn- 
ing, at  meeting  j  was  desirous  I  might  not  get  from 
under  it,  or  off  my  watch,  which  I  was  enabled  to 
maintain  till  the  meeting  broke  up. 

15.  Humbled  deeply  under  a  sense  of  some 
failures ;  yet  was  desirous  of  abiding  under  the 
purifying  hand,  that  the  wound  might  not  be 
healed  deceitfully. 

ai.  These  several  days  have  been  fully  taken 
up  with  company  and  attending  my  dear  father  % 
who  has  had  another  alarming  seizure. 

24.  A  time  of  sweet  solace  in  my  solitary 
sitting  in  my  father's  chamber;  while  the  family 
were  at  meeting  this  morning. 


fj,  A  time  of  much  anxiety,  my  dear  father 
continuing  in  a  very  tried  situation ;  I  laboured, 
though  I  fear  but  feebly,  after  a  thorough  resigna- 
tion to  the  divine  will. 


4SsxTH  Month,  1795. 


4*  More  co>mfortable  and  quiet,  for  which  fa- 
vour I  think  I  have  been  truly  glad, 

5.  I  sat  down  in  great  weakness  this  morning 
«t  meeting,  but  after  waiting  patiently,  the  Lord 
was  gracjously  pleased  to  arise :  then  were  his  ene* 
tnies  scattered,  and  my  soul  permitted  to  enjoy 
divine  communion  with  him,  whom  I  desire  t« 
love  better  than  .riches  or  length  of  days. 

7.  I  found  the  adversary  busy  to-day  at  meet- 
ing in  endeavouring  to  draw  my  attention  from  it» 
proper  centre  ;  but  received  strength  to  overcome 
his  stratagemc,  and  was  enabled  to  draw,  water  out 
of  his  reach.  For  ever  blessed  and  praised  be 
Israel's  Shepherd  :  who  leadeth  and  feedeth  his  de*- 
pendant  children,  yea,  tiie  least  and  meanest  of  h£i 
flock. 

II.     A  quiet  and  comfortable  day. 
*    li.     Divers  caHing  in,  I  was  too  light  in  con- 
Tersation  5  in  other  respects  [a  day]  not  ill  spent. 

18.  My  niind  affected,  on  hearing  of  the  de-» 
viatibn  of  several  who  stood  in  the  foremost  ratil, 
tnd  ought  to  hare  been  as  way  marks.  Surely  it  is 
enough  to  make  one  pf  the  hindermost  of  the  flock 


tremble,  when  the  standard-bearers  faint  and- 
give  way.  Double  thy  watch  therefore  my  soul,^ 
lest  thou  also  fall  a  prey  to  the  devourer.  A  sweet 
contriting  season  in  my  chamber  in  the  evening. 

19.  I  think  I  did  my  best  to-day  at  meeting  ; 
but  thought  it '  a  low  season,  to  which  bodily  in- 
disposition contributed. 

21.  Discharged  an  apprehended  duty,  in  writ- 
ing to  a  friend,  who  I  believe  is  straying  wide 
from  the  true  fold. 

25.  Think  I  have  been  enabled  to  step  along; 
in  safety  these  few  last  days,  having  frequently 
felt  my  good  guide  near. 

26.  Though  our  meeting  was  silent  to-day  (as 
is  often  the  case),  yet  I  thought  it  was  good  to  be 
diere,  and  could  say,  Better  is  an  hour  spent  iq 
thy  courts  than  a  thousand  elsewhere. 

27.  Discharged  my  duty  to-day  as  an  over« 
seer,  in  giving  an  affectionate  cautidn  to  a  young 
woman  of  whom  I  had  heard  a  painful  circum- 
stance^ which  she  resented  highly.  However^ 
was  favoured  to  feel  tolerably  peaceful  under  it; 
believing  I  had  not  moved  in  it  in  my  own  will, 

28.  My  mind  strengthened  in  the  belief  that 
I  had  acted  in  the  above-mention^  affair  as  be- 
came my  station,  though  it  met  with  so  unfriendly 
a  reception.  I  was  desirous  of  keeping  quiet  under 
it,  and  of  being  preserved  from  harbouring  any 
resentment,  yet  keeping  firm,  as  the  cause  was  not 
mj  own,  and  worthy  suffering  for. 
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Seventh  Month,  1795. 

2.  Have  dwelt  much  in  the  valley  these  few 
days,  yet  have  cause  to  believe  the  blessing  hath 
rested  upon  me  in  my  lowly  situation,  so  that  the 
language  of  my  soul  has  been,  Return  to  thy  restj 
for  the  Lord  hath  deilt  bountifully  with  thee, 

5.  Went  to  Wandsworth  to  attend  the  quar-. 
terly  meeting. 

6.  The  meeting  to-day  I  thought  unusually 
favoured,  a  divine  visitation  seemed  afresh  ex- 
tended to  the  backsliders  in  our  Israel.  My  soul 
was  deeply  bowed  under  a  sense  thereof.  Oh! 
the  condescending  goodness  of  Infinite  Wisdom 
tow-ards  the  workmanship  of  his  hands ;  the 
meanest  of  "which  I  often  conclude  myself.. 
Many  strangers  attended,  among  them  Sarah  Har- 
rison and  Sarah  Birkbeck*  Returned  home  hum-* 
ble  and  peaceful.  Found  nvy  dear  father  as  well 
as  I  left  him.  *^  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord 
'"  for  all  his  benefits?"     .     . 

•   7.     I  fear  I  have  not  felt  sufficiently  grateful 
to-day  for  the  favour  conferred  yesterday. 

12.  Staid  at  home  in  the  morning  with  my 
dear  father  5  went  to  our  afternoon  meeting,  where 
after  some  close  labour  I  was  graciously  favoured 
with  access  to  the  throrie  of  grace ;  when  my  mind 
was  WJiBxpectedly  drawn  to  supplicate  for  my  dear 
father,  fhat  the  Lord  would  be  pleased  to  sustain 
him  in  the  solemn  hour  of  death,  whenever  per- 
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mitted,  s^nd  finally  admit  him  to  the  mansions  of 
eternal  fel'city. 

13.  My  dear  father  seized  thi^  morning  with 
another  epileptic  attack. 

17,     My. dear  father  again  better  though  low, 

23.  This  hath  been  hitherto  a  very  tryipg 
week,  which  I  have  sometimes  borne  with  a  good 
degree  of  patience  and  resignation  ;  at  others  not 
so  much  so,  as  I  should  have  done  y  poor  nature 
being  overcharged :  yet  desire  to  labour  after  it, 
and  that  no  repining  thought  may  find  room  in 
my  heart. 

24.  Saw .  in  the  light  to  which  I  desired  to 
bring  my  deeds  this  mornfeg  at  meeting,  that  I 
had  acted  disingenuously  in  a  circumstance  that 
had  occurred  in  the  morning  ;  though  the  motive 
that  induced  me  was  to  spare  another  pain,  yet 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  was  justifiable.  However, 
notwithstanding  this  failure,>  was  graciously  ad- 
mitted to  the  mercy-seat,  where  the  sceptre  of 
love  was  stretched  forth. 

26.  Sat  down  at  meeting  this  morning,  uncom* 
xnonly  encompassed  with  infirmity,  having  given 
way  too  much  to  unprofitable  thoughts ;  yet  being 
enabled  to  press  through  the  crowd,  and  touch 
the  hem  of  the  garment  which  communicate^^ 
healing  virtue,  found  it  as  infallible  as  ever,  to 
my  comfort  and  thankfulness. 

31.  Sat  the  forepart  of  the  nieeting  in  a  de- 
sert land  where  I  could  discern  no  path  for  my 
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feet ;  but  after  waiting  a  while,  light  was  gra- 
ciously vouchsafed,  and,  the  spirit  of  heaviness 
being  removed,  my  soul  became  arrayed  with  the 
garment  of  praise.  Yet  even  in  this  state  found 
the  enemy  near  with  evil  suggestions,  but  keeping 
my  eye  single,  think  he  gained  ru)  advantage  over 
me. 

Eighth  Month,  1795^      , 

5.  Went  with  Elizabeth  Molinc,  by  appoint* 
ment  of  the  monthly  meeting,  to  read  the  yearly 
meeting's  epistles  in  those  friends'  families  wha  do 
not  attend  meetings  for  discipline.  We  were 
enabled  to  give,  I  trust,  a  little  suitable  counsel 
on  the  occasion^' 

^2.  Fully  dissatisfied  with  myself,  and  had 
to  exclaim  with  one  formerly,  "  The  heart  is  de- 
**  ceitful  above  all  things :"  under  a  bumbling 
sense  of  which  I  was  deeply  contritcd,  and  beg- 
ged for  an  increase  of  strength  and  wisdom. 

14.  Had  much  rubbish  to  dig  through  this 
morning  at  meeting,  before  I  could  get  to  the 
pure  spring,  yet  had  to  acknowledge  it  was  well 
worth  my  pains ;  and  that  I  was  an  unworthy 
partaker  of  such  an  inestimable  blessing. 

19.  Renewedly  desirous  this  morriing  of  doub*** 
ling  the  watch,  that  nothing  may  be  permitted  ta 
enter  and  defile  the  temple,  which  the  Holy  Lord 
God  is  at  times  graciously  pleased  to  visit. 
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2r.  Was  afraid  I  had  done  wrong  tliis  even- 
ing in  omitting  an  apprehended  duty,  giving  w?v 
to  creaturely  reasoning  and  fear. 

24.  My  mind  sweet  and  peaceful  under  some 
disquieting  circumstances. 


Ninth  Mjonth,  1795^. 

!•  These  several  days  pretty  fully  take  up 
with  my  beloved  father,  who  had  another  alarm* 
ing  seizure :  under  which  trial  I  have  felt,  as  here* 
tofore,  divine  support  near  to  sustain. 

a.  An  unexpected  sweet  little  opportunity  to^ 
day  in  my  dear  father's  chamber :  ia  which 
George  Dillwyn  had  to  exp;[«s«  his  belief  that  the 
hope  my  father  entertained  of  his  future  well- 
being  would  never  be  p^miitted  to  perish.  In  a; 
sweet  and  encouraging  manner  he  enlarged  a  little 
oh  the  duty  and  advautage  of  full  resignation  to* 
the  divine  will.  He  had  a  public  meeting  tliis^ 
inoming,  which  was  'to  my  apprehension  a  fa-- 
voured  season.  I  spent  the"  rest  of  the  day  in" 
tweet  society. 

4*     Our  monthly  meeting.     In  the  silent  part - 
of  the   meeting  for  worship,   my  spirit  sweetly 
tendered  under  the  consideration  of  the  many  fa- 
vours vouchsafed.     George  Dillwyn  appeared  ac- 
ceptAIy  in  testimony.     Went  in  the  evening   to » 
Wanborough  with  some  friends,  where  I  spent  the 
day  with  them,  I  trust,  in  innocent  cheerfulness^- 

E3 
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6.  Went  this  morning  to  Arundel  with  Morris 
Birkbeck,  jun.  and  the  aforesaid  friends,  where 
we  met  with  many  friends  assembled,  and  think 
it  was  a  season  of  renewed  favour.  George  Dill- 
wyn  appeared  in  testimony  and  supplication. 
After  meeting  parted  with  my  friends,  and  re- 
turned home-in  the  evening. 

8.  A  fatiguing  day,  yet  found  a  little  leisure  in 
the  evening  to  retire  to  the  fountain  of  sure  mer- 
cies, where  my  spirit  was  sweetly  contrited,  and 
refreshed  under  the  fresh  feeling  of  the  extension 
of  divine  regard. 

13.  A  precious  little  season  in  my  dear 
father's  chamber,  while  the  family  were  at  meet- 
ing this  morning. 

16.  These  last  few  days  spent  well  as  to 
action,  except  some  little  impatience ;  but  have 
too  much  given  way  to  unprofitable  thoughts,  SO 
that  at  times  I  hare  deeply  mourned  my  instabi* 
lity ;  yet  have  again  relapsed  into  the  same  dispo- 
gition.  Again  I  have  sought  after  that  Word 
which  maketh  clean,  and  though  so  unworthy^ 
have  felt  it  to  purify  my  vessel.  I  make  this  re**- 
mark  by  no  means  boastingly,  but  to  show  the 
loving  kindness  of  the  Lord,  who  willeth  our 
vanctification, 

24.  Rather  a  bustling  day.  Retired  in  the 
evening  to  Wisdom's  gate,  where  I  sat  in  much 
poverty  and  weakness,  and  was  afresh  convinced 
that  nothing  short  of  the  key  of  David  could  give 
access  to  the  fountaiu  of  life« 
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27.  The  en^my,  ever  busy  to  betray,  drew  mc 
off  my  watch  today  at  ipeetingj  so  that 'I  sus* 
tained  loss,  which  I  lamented. 


Temth  Month,  1795. 

1.  The  recollection  of  some  weaknesses  ac-- 
companied  my  mind  in  looking  over  yesterday 
and  to-day;  but  at  tinier  I  have  felt  the  secret: 
touches  of  my  heavenly  Father's  love  in  which  I. 
had  to  rejoice. 

2.  Was  favoured  to  sit  under  the  Lord's  teach- 
ing this  morning  in  our  little  silent  week-day  meet- 
ing ;  for  wjiich  blessing  I  desire  to  improve.  The 
rest  of  the  day  fatiguing,  and  attended  with  a  pain- 
ful circumstance  to  my  mind,  ^o  see  youth  trained 
up  in  the  way  they  should  not  go;  and  too  wise  ia. 
their  own  eyes,  to  receive  instru<:tion  from  those 
who  have  had  more  experience. 

4.  Went  to  Esher  to  our  quarterly  meeting, 
kut  was  too  ill  to  attend  either  of  the  sittings. 

9.  Much  better.  A  little  renewal  of  strength 
this  morning  in  my  sitting  in  my  father's  chamber. . 

14.  ■   Had  frefih  occasion  to  lament  my  prone- 
ness  -to  evil,  and  to  see  the  subtilty  of  self-love, 
how  it  creeps  into  the  most  trifling  actions  of  our: 
lives. 

16.  A  swdet  coritriting  and  instructive  season 
in  our  little  silent  week-day  meeting.  Gave  way 
to  impatience  in  the  night  with  my  dear  father^ 

•  £4 
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which  cost. me  some  tears,  and  I  earnestly  besougpt 
an  increase  of  strength  proportioned  to  the  trial  of 
the  day. 

20,  Renewedly  desirous  of  rising  above  the 
weakness  of  nature,  and  that  I  may  know  every 
thought  and  desire  brought  into  subjection,  and 
under  the  government  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

23.  Gave  way  to  anger  on  a  trifling  occasion^ 
*for.  which  I  feel  condemnation  5  nor  has  the  rest  of 
jthe  day  been  so  much  improved  as  it  might  have 
been. 

25.  Rather  low  times  both  morning  and  after- 
noon meetings.  Mary  Stacey  had  a  strengthening 
opportunity,  to  my  mind  at  leasts  in  our  family 
in  the  evening. 

29.  My  time  has  been  so  much  taken  up  thia 
week  with  company,  attending  on  my  dear  father^ 
&c.  as  to  afford  but  little  opportunity  for  religious 
ihiprovement ;  yet  think  I  have  been  enabled  to 
«tep  along  with  a  good  degree  of  circumspection, 

30,  This  moining's  meeting  a  season  to  be 
remembered,  for  the  fresh  descending  of  heavenly 
dew;  under  which  precious  influence  my  soul 
was  secretly  and  unexpectedly  drawn  forth  to 
petition  the  Lord  on  my  beloved  father's  account, 
that  he  might  be  his  in  the  day  that  he  made  up 
his  jewels ;  and  the  sweetness  which  accompanied 
tny  mind  gave  me  reason  to  hope  my  prayer 
vcould  be  answered.  It  is  with  a  heart  replete 
with  gratitude  that  I  thus  commemorate  tlie  gra- 
ciQUS  dealings  of  the  Lordt 


106 


Eleventh  Month,  1795.- 

6.     My  beloved  father  again  seized  with  epi-^ 
lepsy. 

8.    My  strength  and  confidence  a  little  renewed-^- 
this  morning  at  meeting,  which  I  esteem  an  inesti-  - 
'  mable   favour.      My   dear   father   gradually   re- 
covering. 

,  r^.  Have  had  but  little  opportunity  for  reli-- 
giou$  retirement  these  few  days  past;  and  when  I 
have  found  and  embraced  it,  I  have  thoiight  my 
mind  much  resembled  nature  as  to  the  outward,  a 
winter  season.  I  could  find  but  littte  verdure,  or 
pleasant  fruit  j  yet  at  other  times  -  have  felt  the 
restricting  power  of  truth  near,  which  has  drawnt 
my  mind  into  peaceful  qviet;.which  1  esteem  a^ 
favour. 

15.      A  roving  lukewarm  disposition  too  muchh 
prevailed  ip  the  early  part  of  the  meeting;  but  the  ' 
good  Shepherd  graciously  condescended  to  stretch  • 
forth  the  crook  of  his  love,  and  gently  draw  me  ' 
tewards  him.     He  was  in  abundant  mercy  pler.ged 
to   animate   my   feith,   by  afresh   disclosing   the 
beauty  and  excellent  order  of  the  new  creatii  n  ;» 
with  what  perfect  •  harmony  every  duty  might  be 
fulfilled,   did  we  dwelt  enough  under  the  pure  ■ 
principle  of  ^ruth;  no  clashing,  no  interfering  one - 
with  ^oiether,  but  each  performed  in  its  allotted^ 
seasoit.'    Then  indeed  should  we  know  Jerusaleni  a 
to  be  a  quiet  habitation  and  a  safe  hiding-place^:- 

E5 
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20.  Was  favoured  to  lie  down  as  tesicle  the 
still  waters  this  morning  in  our  little  silent  week- 
day meeting.  How  unworthy,  I  must  still  repeat 
it,  of  such  a  blessing  !  the  rest  of  the:  week  I  fear 
not  much  improved,  yet  in  reviewing,  it  do  not 
feel  much  condemnation, 

.27.  This  week  hath  been  so  fully  occupied  in 
attending  my  dear  father,  working  for  the  poor, 
and  visiting  the  sick,  as  to  allow  scarcely  time  for 
religious  retirement  5  yet  I  have  believed  from  the 
peaceful  state  of  my  mind  that  I  have  been  in  my 
proper  allotment.  .  Should  these  remarks  ever 
meet  any  eye  but  my  own,  I  hope  the  reader  will 
not  think  that  they  are  mentioned  as  any  thing 
meritorious.  Far  be  it  from  me!  well  knowing 
how  very  imperfectly  I  fill  up  my  various  duties  } 
and  that  the  best  of  us  are  but  unprofitable 
servants. 


Twelfth  Month,  1795. 

^.  Favoured  with  near  access  to  the  throne  of 
grace  this  morning  in  our  silent  meeting.  When 
thus. permitted  to  ascend  the  mount,  how  are  we  . 
like  Peter  wishing  to  tabernacle  there,  unwilling  to 
return  again  to  the  earth;  but  remember,  O  my 
soul,  this  is  not  thy  resting  place,  and  that  the 
full  fruition  of  the  crown  is  reserved  for  those 
who  hold  out  to  the  end.    Let  the  foretaste  of  it 
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slTiimate  thee  to  press  forward^  that  thpu  mayst  so. 
run  as  to  obtain. 

-  12.     The  duties  of  this  week,  I  trust,  in  a  good  ' 
degfee  fulfilled.  ~  On  a  strict  scrutiny  I   do  not 
feel  any  thing ^  condemn  me>  but  some  little  im-- 
patience. 

'  17.  When  I  awoke  this  morning  I  found  my  ' 
mind  drawn  into  sweet  quiet.  '  I  was  soon  after  ■* 
summoned  to  my  dear  father,  who.  was  seized  ' 
with  another  attack,  which  was  very  severe  in-- 
deed:  under  which  fresh  trial  I  was  preserved  in  i 
a  good  degree  of  calm  resignation,  and  was  thank-^- 
All  that  my  mind  had  been  prepared. 

20.  Attended  the  general  mcetirig  at  Guild — 
fl>rd-5  which,  though  unusually  sniall,  was  owned  i 
by  Him  who  is  the  crown  thereof.  To.him  be^* 
the  praise  ascribed,  who  is  alone  worthy. 

-  27.     A  favoured  season  this  morning  at  meet-^  - 
ing,  though  no  outward  ministry.     Yet  those  wh(>> 
centred  to  the  gift  ilv  themselves  were  favoured  to 
know  a  teacher,  that  cannot  he  removed  into  a^ 
domer.     Blessed  privilege! 

•  31.  This  week  hath  I  think  altogether  been^- 
spent  in  the  service  of  others  hitherto.  I  have  had  I 
but  little  leisure  for  religious  retirement,  yet  trust  t 
I  have  been  in  my  place. 


I  . 


FllL§T  Mp,NTH,  1796. 


6.     These  two  days  well  spent  as  to  action ^i 
It  my  mind  in  too  lukewarm  »  state*- . 


but 
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y.  Took  a  solitary  walk  in  the  field,  where 
the  mildness  of  the  season,  and  the  beauty  of 
the  creation  gilded  by  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun 
(notwithstanding  it  was  mid-winter),  awakened 
my  soul  to  gratitude  in  contemplating  the  various 
blessii^s  bestowed  on  poor  fallen  man,  by  the 
bounteous  Author  of  all  good }  who  is  so  little 
teen  and  acknowledged  in  his  works.  And  though 
contemplating  his  perfections  made  me  feel  my 
own  nothingness,  yet  there  is  something  so  in- 
expressibly sweet  in  this  humble  state  of  mind  (and 
the  tears  which  accompanied  it),  that  I  am  often  led 
to  covet  it  in/preference  to  any  other ;  for  it  i^  not 
.  at  our  command. 

8.  Was  desirous  this  morning,  as  is  frequently 
fiiy  concern,  to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the 
sanctuary^  that  so  I  might  be  favoured  to  see  my 
various  deficiencies,  and  improve  the  future  ;  that 
at  the  solemn  close  I  may  not  be  found  wanting. 

10.  In  my  silent  waiting  before  the  Lord  this 
morning  at  meeting,  I  was  comforted  in  the  belief 
that  notwithstanding  my  various  weaknesses,  love 
to  him  and  his  cause,  had  the  pre-eminence  abov^ 
every  worldly  consideration. 
.15.  I  believe  there  vere  a  few  gathered  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  to-day  at  meeting,  who  wett 
favoured  to  feel  him  preside  amongst  them.  How 
much  to  be  lamented  that  any  should  miss  so  great 
a  privilege  for  want  of  centring  to  the  pure  gift  m 
thenxselves ! 

17.    The  morning  not  spent  profitably  j  and> 
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having  company  to  dinner,  my  mind  was  so  dissi-' 
pated  that  when  I  sat  down  in  meeting  I  found  it 
haril  work  to  get  it  stayed.  Mourning  and  self- 
abasement  were  my  portion ;  in  which  humbled 
state  I  was  favoured  to  feel  the  healing  waters  flowj^ 
to  my  great  consQlation  and  .encouragement.  An 
unmerited  mercy  K  * 

ao.  On  recounting  the  varied  blessings  I  enjoy 
(this  morning),  the  query  revived.  What  lackest 
thou  yet  ?  The  grateful  acknowledgment  of  my 
heart  was,  Nothings  Lord,  biit  a  more  perfect  dedi- 
cation to  thee,  and  resignation  of  my  will :  in 
which  I  am  fully  satisfied  our  peace  and  safety 
consist. 

.    22.     My  dear  father  sleeping  while  the  family    ' 
were  at  meeting,  I  had  a   comfortable  time   in 
retirement  in  his  chamber. 

24.  Had  a  lukewarm  spirit  to  combat  with 
the  forepart  of  the  meeting  5  but  after  wrestling 
a  while  was  enabled  to  flee  to  Him,  whose  name  is 
a  strong  tower. 

29.  Have  been  much  indisposed  this  week^ 
and  my  dear  father  very  restless  5  yet  my  faith  and 
strength  a  little  renewed  this  morning  at  meetings 
l^hich  I  esteem  a  favour.  ^- 


Second  Month,  1796. 

.  2.  Attended  our  monthly  meeting,  which 
proved  a  sweet  instructive  season,  though  held  i« 
sileQce* 


no 

-  6.  My  dear  father  had  another  alarming 
seizure  this  evening,  under  which  trial  was  fa- 
voured to  feel  divine  support. 

II.  Came  to  Wanborough,  in  order  to  recruit 
a  little  my  health ;  having  suffered  by  long  con- 
finement and  close  attention  to  my  beloved  father. 

15.  On  reviewing  the  last  few  days  find 
nothing  to  boa.st  of,  but  my  many  infirmities  both 
of  body  and  mind)  my  feelings  having  been  uncom- 
monly trying. 

•  20.  Have  spent  the  last  few  days  pleasantly 
in  the  society  of  my  kind  friends,  and  feel  myself 
better :  cause  of  thankfulness  ! 

23.  A  small  company  of  us  to«-day  at  meeting  ; 
but  was  renewedly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  that 
declaration,  "  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered 
**  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst 
wofthem/' 

28.  Was  favoured  this  morning,  in  bur  silent 
meeting,  to  sit  under  the  teachings  of  the  great 
Minister  of  the  sanctuary,  who  is  verifying  his 
promise  of  teaching  his  people  himself.  Gr^icious 
Condescension  I 


Third  Month,  1796. 

6.  My  dear  father  visited  with  another  attack. 
That  the  afflictbna  which  surround  us,  and  are 
doubtless  allotted  in  infinite  wisdom,  may  all  work 


togetlier  fot  good ;  and  patience  have  its  perfect 
work,  is  the  smcere  prayer  of  my  heart, 

n.  Was  in  hopes  while  the  family  were  at 
meeting  to  have  communed  with  my  own  heart 
and  been  still ;  but  was  so  much  indisposed^  chat 
I. could  not  get  my  mind  centred.  Poor  creature 
as  I  am ! 

13.  Not  wishing  to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness, 
1  laboured  according  to  my  measure,  this  morning 
at  meeting,  and  my  hungry  soul  was  satisfied  with 
the  presence  of  him,  who  is  invincible.  In  the 
afternoon  was  beset  with  roving  thoughts  to' which 
I  too  much  yielded. 

17.  A  sweet  solitary  walk  in  the  field  this 
evening,  rendered  so  by  feeling  something  of  the 
divine  unction  resting  upon  my  mind. 

18.  Sat  at  meeting  this  morning  in  a  good 
degree  of  holy  silence,  where  secret  instruction 
was  conveyed  to  my  hungry  soul,  to  my  humble 
admiration. 

26.  This  week  hath  been  so  fully  taken  vp 
with  company,  &c.  as  to  leave  me  but  little 
leisure,  yet  trust  the  better  part  has  not  been 
wholly  neglected. 

-27.  On  a  review  of  this  day,  do  not  feel  satis* 
fied  with  myself,  though  favoured  with  a  degree 
of  divine  enjoyment  in  both  our  meetings,  yet  did 
not  keep  stedfastly  on  th^  watch. 
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foDRTH  Month,  1796. 

1:  A  .precious  ba^ptizing  season  in  our  little 
"week-day  meeting,  may  I  walk  worthy  of  such 
unmerited  favour-s.  ^ 

3,  *  Found  it  hard  work  to  get  my  poor  weafc 
mind  to  any  degxee  of  settlement,  so  that  on  look- 
ing over  the  day  find  that  nothing  was  due  to  the 
creature,  but  blushing  and  confusion  of  face. 

4.  At  meeting  this  rooming  my  mind  was 
favoured  to  renew  its  strength,  and  enabled  be- 
yond expectation  to  get  through  the  business,  I- 
hope  to  tolerabk  satisfaction.  No  praise  due  to 
the  creature,  well  knowing  from  whence  my  sufc 
ficiency  cometh ! 

8.     An  humbling  sense  of  my  manifold  infir- 
mities is  the  companion  of  my  mind  this  day.' 
How   unable   we   are  to  preserve  ourselves  one 
.  moment !  Surely  then  there  is  need  to  watch  unto 

prayer.    , 

12,  I  often  feel  ^  the  imperfections  of' my 
nature  so  forcibly,  that  the  enemy  is  ready  to  sug- 
gest that  it  is  in  vain  to  maintain  the  warfare ; 
but  I  remember  he  was  a  liar  from  the  beginning, 
and  that  he  is  still  seeking  whom  to  betray.  The 
good  Shepherd,  whose  mercy  is  over  all  his  works, 
still  graciously  extends  it  to  me  (the  meanest  of 
them  I  am  at  times  ready  to  conclude),  and  ani- 
mates my  faith  to  press  forward,  through  the 
lualTy  encumbering  things  that  retard  my  progress 
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'Zion-wardJ  What  return  can  I  make  for  all  his 
benefits  ?  O,  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  enable  me 
to  make  straight  steps  to  my-  feet,  for  he  w^U 
knows  my  Inability  to  take  o»e  aright  without  his 
assistance. 

ai.  My  dear  father  much  worse  for  a  week 
past ;  and  having  company  almost  dally,  my  time 
has  been  much  engrossed ;  yet  think  it  has  not 
befsn  spent  vainly. 

22.  Found  a  little  leisure  this  morning  while 
the  family  were  at  meeting,  and  my  dear  father 
asleep,  to  retire  to  the  Fountain  of  all  good :  when 
my  mind  was  mercifully  replenished  with  the  sweet 
influences  of  divine  regard. 

29.  An  humbling  season  this  morning  at  meet- 
ing to  my  poor,  very  poor  mind. 


FXFTH  Mo^NTH,   1 796.      ' 

2.  A  thoroughly  busy  day.  How  often  do  I  turn 
disgusted  from  the  world,  meeting  with  insincerity  i 
May  it  have  its  proper  effect  and  wean  me  from 
it,  and  induce  me  to  press  with  more  eamestnest 
after  a  city  which  hath  foundations. 

4.  Sweetly  and  profitably  spent !  My  mind 
being  preserved  in  a  watchful  state,  was  f^tvoured 
to  feel  the  good  hand  near. 

8,  My  belbved  father  gradually  drawing  to- 
wards the  solemn  close.  In  this  time  of  trial  am 
thankful  to  feel  my  mind  preserved  in  awful  quiet* 
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9*  Th^s  day  at  half  past  four  in  the  afternoon, 
'the  solemn  scene  closed;  and  the  spirit- of ^ my 
beloved  father  forsook  its  afflicted  tabernacle ;  and 
is,  I  doubt  not,  become  an  inhabitant  of  that  city 
where  sighing  and  sorrow  cease.  Blessed  ex- 
change !  How  ponsolating  is  the  prospect ! .  This 
belief  sustained  my  mind  amid  the  pangs  of 
separation  ;  but  hearing  in  the  evening,  the  weak 
state  my  dear  sister  was  in,  it  increased  the  tide 
of  grief  so  much,  that  my  feeble  nature  seemed 
sdmost  overwhelmed. 

13.  Graciously  permitted  access  to  the  heal- 
ing fountain  thia  evening,  from  wlience  I  was 
sweetly  refreshed. 

14.  Several  .of  our  relations  and  friends  came 
in  order  to  attend  the  funeral  of  my  beloved  father. 
After  supper  George  Dillwyn  appearea  in  an: 
encouraging  testimony,  informing  us  of  the  sweet 
persuasion  he  entertained  that  he  was  landed  safe 
in  the  heavenly  mansions,  exhorting  those  present 
go  to  ke^p  their  eye  to  the  divine  compass,,  that  iu 
the  end  we  may  all  arrive  at  the  same  port.  - 

15.  Took  an  affecting  leave  of  the  remains  of 
my  beloved  father,  whose  placid  countenance 
looked  sweet  even  in  death*  It  was  followed  to 
ihe  grave  by  a  large  nu.nber  of  relations,  friends, 
and.  acquaintance.  The  forepart  of  the  meeting 
I  thought  uncommonly  solemn,  considering  the 
inixed  company  it  was  composed  of.  The  silence 
which  prevailed  was  remarkable ;  yet  my  poor 
mipd  was  much  deserted  till  towards  the  conclu- 
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•ion  ;  and  at  the  grave  the  healing  balm  was  dis- 
pensed to  my  humble  admiration  and  thankful- 
ness^ After  dinner  our  dear  friends  left  us, 
parting  under  a  solemn  covering  in  sweet  fellow- 
•hip,  my  mind  being  deeply  bowed  under  a  sense 
gf  the  ipianifold  favours  conferred  on  us. 

1 8.  These  several  days  spent  in  quiet  j  I 
believe  the  good  Shepherd  hath  been  near.  I 
have  felt  something  of  the  extension  of  his  divine 
crook  both  in  my  uprisings,  and  lyings-down.  O, 
that  I  was  more  worthy  of  such  continued  con- 
descension. 

2©.  Our  week-day  meeting,  a  season  I  loriged 
for;  yet  on  my  sitting  down  felt  encompassed 
with  poverty;  but  after  a  patient  waiting,  the 
ttone  was  graciously  rolled  away  from  the  well's 
mouth,  and  as  [the  spring]  arose,  I  was  enabled 
to  sing  unto  it.  I  write  not  these  things  boast- 
ingly  :  but  as  memorials  of  the  loving-kindness  of 
the  Lord  to  such  an  unworthy  creature. 

31.  Went  to  Guildford  to  our  monthly  meet- 
ing, where,  after  a  time  of  drought,  my  soul  was. 
fwectly  refreshed,  as  by  a  brook  by  the  way. 


Sixth  Month,  1796. 

5.  The  forepart  of  the  meeting  sat  in  dryness^ 
but  -having  my  eye  single  to  the  Lord,  he  was 
graciously  pleased  to  make  the  desert  rejoice  and 
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blossom  as  the  rose,  by  his  life-giving  presence. 
The  afternoon  a  dull  heavy  meeting. 

12.  Though  not  favoured  with  so  sensible  aH 
enjoyment  of  the  divine  presence  as  at  some  oth€fr 
seasons;  yet  Mras  preserved  in  a  quiet  frame  of 
mind,  and  in  a  good  degree  of  watchfulness :.  m, 
which  I  believe  I  was  accepted.. 

i8w  Though  I  have  had  but  littlie  leisure  for 
retirement  this  week  past,  yet  have  been  favoured 
t€^  feel  good  near  me  at  times. 

19.  Seasons  of  renewed  favour,  both  morning 
and  afternoon  meetings ;  in  the  former  something 
of  the  vision  of  the  holy  waters  was  opened  to  my 
understanding.  "^       . 

22.     Feel  low  and  poor  every  way.. 

26.  Methought  the''  spring  lay  low,  requiring 
deep  labour  to  get  at  it;  which  however  was 
'    blessed,  being  favoured  with  a  little  of  its  arising..  * 


Seventk  Month,  1796. 

3.  Thomas  Scattergood,  with  other  friends^ 
atteilded  our  quarterly  meeting  to-day  [at  Wands- 
worth], which  was  a  deeply  baptizing  season,  not 
soon  to  be  forgotten  by  some  present.  Oh,  the 
long-suffering -of  a  merciful  God,  who  is  still 
extending  his  visitation  to  a  backsliding  generation! 
How  was  my  soul  bowed  under  a  sense  of  it  !♦ 

4.  The  divine  sweetness  which  attended  mjr 
mind>  soon  after  my  sitting  down  to-day  at  meet- 
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Ibgi  I  thought  was  worth  coming,  so  far.  for  j  had 
I  been  favoured  with  no  other  enjoyment  5  and  the 
prayer  of  my  heart  was  that  I  might  be  preserved 
'Under  its  precious  influence,  during  the  sittings  of 
^e  meetings  both  for  worship  and  discipline; 
which  Was  in  good  measure  the  case. 

5.  Came  to  town  in  the  evening,  called  on 
George  -Dill  wy  n  to  take  leave  of  him,  before  his 
embarkation  for  Germany.  We  had  a  sweetly 
contriting  season  together,  and  parted,  I  trust, 
under  the  influence  of  best  love  j  not  knowing  we 
should  evpr  meet  again  in  mutability. 

6.  [Went]  to  Chelmsford  in  the  afternoon, 
desirous  to  retain  a  grateful  sense  of  the  favours  I 
have  been  made  a  partaker  of. 

10.     Was  very  desirous  that  the  great  work. of  ^ 
.  redemption  might  ]be  carried  on  to  the  praise  of 
Him  who  is  able  to  effect  it. 

18.     Went  to   the   monthly  meeting  at  Col- 
chester I  which  appeared,  like  many  others,  in  a    ' 
weak   low  state ;   yet  was  favoured  with  a  quiet 
refreshing  season  in  the  meeting  for  worship. 

22.  Wept  this  evening  to  Stortford,  to  attend 
a  public  meeting  appointed  for  Thomas  Scatter^ 
good,  the  silent  part  of  which  was  a  season  of 
sweet  solace  to  my  miad ;  yea,  it  seemed  for  a 
short  space,  as  though  it  was  swallowed  up  in  the 
divine  immensity  j  and  was,  like  Peter  fornierly, 
desirous  of  tabernacling  there,  unwilling  to  return 
again  to  earth  and  earthly  things,  to  a  state  of 
warfare. 
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•  23.  Thomas  Scattergood  came  to  Stansted,  I 
had  some  of  his  company,  but  was  so  unwell  I. 
could  not  enjoy  it  as  I  should  otherwfee  have 
.  done.  I  began  to  consider  the  enjoyment,  I  had 
l^en  favoured  with  the  evening  before,  as  a  pre- 
lude to  a. severe  illness,  or"  my  final  change,  undep 
which  I  was  favoured  with  a  quiet  resignation. 

24.  Feel  much  better  than  I  had  reason  to  ex- 
pect from  tlie  violence  of  the  seizure.  May  I  be 
sufficiently  thankful. 

28.     Thomas  Scattergood   (with  George  and 
Elizabeth  Gibson)   came   again  to   Stansted  this- 
morning,    and  had    a  public   meeting    with    the 
neighbours,  and  was  favoured  in  a  more  eminent 
manner  than  I  had  before  heard  him.     How  did- 
the  bowels  of  divine  compassion  seem  to  yearn 
towards  the  people  !  The  gospel  was  truly  preached 
to  the  poor  in  spirit;  but  Oh  !  I  found  it  was  to 
many  only  lilce  a  pleasant  song.     How  discoura- 
ging this  must  be  to  the  poor  exercised  messengers; 
who  are  thuf  evidently  sent  to  the  highways  and 
hedges  with  an  invitation  to  the  marriage-feast.     I 
think  I  sat  amongst  them   in  humility  and  fear, 
desirous  that  if  I  was  not  in  any  degree  able  to 
assist  these   favoured   instruments   by  the  exer-. 
cise  of  my  spirit,  as  I  concluded  I  was  not,  that  h 
might  not  add  to  their  burden  by  unwatchfulnesf. 
Spent  the  rest  of  the  day  in  sweet  society. 
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Eighth  Month,  1796. 

6.  Came  home,  and  found  all  relations  gene- 
rally well,  which,  with  the  many  other  favours 
bestowed  oil  me,  I  desire  to  live  under  a  grateful 
sense  of,  and  improve  to  my  eternal  advantage. 

f  I.  On  a  retrospection  of  the  last  few  days^ 
think  they  have  not  been  spent  altogether  unpro* 
fitably ;  yet  have  sometimes  given  way,  as  usual, 
too  much  to  a  roving  disposition  ;  at  others  have 
felt  the  restricting  power  of  truth  near,  sweetly 
bounding  my  thoughts  and  desires. 

12.  Was  enabled  this  morning  at  meeting, 
through  adorable  mercy,  after  a  time  of  labour,  to 
offer  up  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving  for  mercies 
both  ancient  arid  new. 

18.  •  Afresh  humbled  under  a  sense  of  my 
weaknesses ;  and  sincere  desires  arose  for  preser- 
Tation  and  renewed  strength  to  walk  uprightly 
before  the  God  of  my  life. 

23.  Having  a  word  of  reproof  to  hand  to  a 
delinquent,  it  induced  me  to  turn  inward,  and  see 
how  things  stood  there,  which '  humbled  and  con- 
trited  my  spirit  before  the  Lord,  desiring  him  to 
search  out  every  thing  offensive  in  his  pure  sight : 
being  afresh  convinced  that  the  work  belongs  to 
him,  for  without  him  we  can  indeed  do  nothing. 

31.  Feeling  some  wrong  dispositions  arising, 
found  it  safest  to  recur  to  the  Fountain  of  living 
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mercies  for  strength  to  subdue  them,  and  to  im- 
plore the  continuance  of  his  protecting  providence^ 


Ninth  Month,  1796. 

14.  These  several  days  pretty  much  taken  up 
with  company,  and  preparing  for  a  journey,  and 
my  mind  too  much  occupied  with  trifles. 

16.  A  temptation  presented  on  my  first  sitting 
down  at  meeting,  which  my  weak  mind  was  too^ 
much  inclined  to  join  in  with  ^  but  happily  seeing 
the  snare,  I  was  enabled  to  flee  to  Him,  whose  name 
is  a  strong  tower,  who  graciously  condescended  to 
bless  my  feeble  endeavours,  and  -  give  ability  to 
mount  a  little  upward,  and  render  him  the  praise 
of  his  own  work,  who  is  for  ever  worthy  thereof. 

25.     After  some  exercise,  my  mind  was  ga- 
thered in  a  good  degree  into  the  silence  of  all 
flesh ;  where  the  Father  was,  I  humbly  trust,  wor-- 
shipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 


Tenth  Month,  1796. 

6.  Had  humbling  views  of  myself  to->day  at 
meeting ;  yet,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  I  love 
these  stripping  seasons,  love  to  see  self  laid  low^ 
and  of  no  reputation  at  all,  that  the  Lord  may  be 
alone  exalted,  who  is  worthy  thereof  for  ever. 

8.    Have  felt  something  of  an  unusual  sadnest 
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this  day  or  two  past,  which  hath  caused  tonie 
4cai:chiog  of .  heart.  O,  that  it  abode  more  fully 
under  divine  influence^  that  its  goings  might  be 
(established. 

12.  Sitting  down  in  a  good  degree  of  humility, 
•nd  nothingness,  my  vessel  was  replenished  with 
heavenly  oil,  which  greatly  cheered  my  drooping 
mind,  and  encouraged  me  to  hold  on  my  way. 

1 6.  Though  I  went  to  meeting  in  much  po- 
verty, and  beset  with  unprofitable  thoughts,  yet 
was  soon  favoured  to  feel  an  awful  solemnity 
cover  my  mjnd,  under  which  was  preserved  the 
greater  part  of  the  meeting. 

23.  Think  I  did- not  eat  the  bread  of  idleness 
to-day  at  meeting,  having  to  struggle  with  my 
manifold  weaknesses :  yet  am  thankful  at  times  tO 
feel  the  warfare  maintained. 

26.  Reached  Bristol  late  this  evening  after  a 
fatiguing  journey^ 


Eleventh  Month,  1796. 

3*  Dear  Sarah  and  Hannah  -Stephenson  called 
on  us,  and  we  had  a  comfortable  sitting  together 
in  my  dear  sister *s  chamber.  Sarah  was  led  in  an 
encouraging  manner,  and  had  to  mention  the  bles* 
sing  whkh  rested  on  the  head  of  Josepll,  desiring 
it  might  be  ours. 

6.  Was  enabled  to  break  through  a  host  as  it 
vrece,  and  drink  a  iittle  of  the  ^ster  that  is  [byl 
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4ire  gate  of  Bethlehem;  for  which  unmerlfsM 
favour  my  soul  praised  the  Lord,  who  is  ak>t4 
worthy  for  even 

10.  At  the  evening  meeting,  my  poor  soul 
fnuch  encompassed  with  weakness  and  iniirmity^ 
but  waiting  patiently  and  humbly  at  Wi>doni*« 
gate,  the  clouds  were  at  length  dispersed,  and  tke 
Lord,  in  his  great  goodness,  blessed  me  with  th|^ 
iiftihg  up  of  tlie  light  of  his  glorious  countenance. 
15.  A  time  of  poverty  and  desertion  this 
morning  at  meetings  so  that  my  poor  soul  was  led 
to  crave  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  tl^e  table,  like 
the  poor  Gentile  formerly,  if  unworthy  to  parw 
take  as  a  child  of  the  heavenly  family. 

25«  Having  omitted  to  minute  down  the  stve- 
ral  last  days  for  want  of  suitable  opportunity,  I  do 
not  recollect  particulars;  but  this  I  knew  that  I 
never  had  more  humbling  views  of  myself  than  of 
late  J  aad  strong  desires  have  been  raised  at  times^ 
that  I  might  be  enabled  to  walk  more  faithfully  in 
the  path  of  self-denial  and  the  daily  cross. 

28.      Called  on  several   friends^   intending   to  , 
leave  Bristol  in  a  day  or  two,  and  spent  about  an 
h  )ur  profitably  and  pleasantly  with  dear  Hannab 
Stephenson  and  her  aged  mofther. 


Twelfth  Month,  179^5. 

R.    These  last  few  days  spent  pleasantly  in  the 
society  of  Ifeloved  relations  \  and  would  hope  not 
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'flltogc^dier  anprofitablf.  *My  brother  and  sister 
Waring  left  us,  my  dear,  mother  and  selfi  now 
sitting  down  together  in  our  quiet  habitation^ 
thankful,  I  trust*  for  the  many  favours  we  are  made 
partakers  of. 

15.  These  last  Tew  days  spent  well  as  t# 
action,  9S  far  as  I  know ;  but  have  given  too  much 
latitude  to  my  roving  mind> 

i6«  A  time  of  great  desertion  and  poverty  this 
morning  at  meetings  which,  I  trustj  profitabl]^ 
jhumbled  my  poor  mind. 

2{.  A  trying  time  this  morning  at  meeting.  It 
seemed  as  if  the  severity  of  the  weather  ha<I 
chilled  all  hearts.  Mine  was  too  lukewarm,  I 
fea; :  under  an  humbling  sense  ef  wliich  I  went  to 
the  afternoon  meeting,  which  unexpectedly  proved 
a  sweet,  contriting  season^ 

^S*  Part  of  this  week  hath  been  much  take  a 
up* in  endeavpuring  to  establish  a  fund  for  the 
relief  of  poor  women  in  child-bed;  and  hitherto 
liave  met  with  encouragement  and  success,  beyond 
expectation 4  It  hath  been  humbling  to  my  poor 
mind,  that  my  ii^eble  endeavours  should  be  blessed^ 
and  that  so  mean  an  iiytpmem  should  find  favour 
with  the  people;  whjgj^  I  considered  the  Lord's^ 
doing,  and  have  eamWtlj  desired  t))at  I  might  not 
attribute  any  thing  to  the  creature ;  but  might  be  ' 
preserved  from  this  sriare,  weil  knowing  that  I  c^n 
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^-«  It  should  seem  that  her  brother  and  sister  rtturatd  ffWk; 
hn'irwa  Bristol. 
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^io  nofliing  bright,  witliout  tTie  assistance  of  that 
ti^isdom^  which  is  alone  profitable  to  direct. 


PiRST  Month,  1797- 

T.  I  was  enabled  this  morning  at  meeting  l# 
cast  down  every  crown  as  at  the  footstool  of  Jesus* 
The  afternoon  was  a  season  of  poverty :  owing,  I 
fear,  to  ittkewarmness.     Poor  unstable  creature  ! 

5.  This  week,  like  the  last,  has  beert  mostly 
spent  in  the  service  of  the'  institution  I  have  been 
endeavouring  to  promote  5  and  which  has  been 
successful  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 
It  has  been  truly  pleasant  to  see  with  what  che«r«^ 
fulness  most  of -the  subscriptions  have  been  given. 
Yet  even  here  I  h  »ve  found  abundant  cause  o£ 
watchfulness.  Self,  busy  self,  would  fain  put  in 
for  a  ^are:  which  hath  caused,  I  trust,  a  godly* 
jealousy,  lest  I  should  attribute  any  thing  to  the 
creatute ;  and  a  fear  hath  also  prevailed,  lest  I 
fhoidd,  in  any  respect,  balk  my  testimony  in  my 
frecjuent  intercourse  with  the  gentry  j  which  must 
necessarily  occur  in  the  establishment  of  such  an- 
institution  j  but  think  I  have  hitherto  been  enabled 
tcf  steer  pretty  clear  (though  not  without  my  buffet-' 
ings^  which  is  cause  of  humble  thankfulness* 

•9'.  *  -"Attenj^^d  our  quarterly  meeting  at  Kings*, 
ton,  which  was  very  small,  and,  I  thought,   an 
afiecting  low  season;  the  weakness  of  our  situ- 
ation being  so  apparent,  and  yet  no  way  seemed 
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*to  open  to  mend  it.  It  seemed  to  me  as  if  the 
few  sincere- heajtecl  amongst  us  we.re^ot  sufficient- 
for  these  thingSr 

15.  A  season  of  encouragement  this -morning 
at  meeting  ;=  being  favoured  with  a  renewed  evi* 
deace  that  I  had  an  interest  in  Him,  who  is  ^he 
beloved  of  souls.  The  afternoon,  the  little  whilt 
I  got  my  mind  stayed,  was  humbling. 

17,     This  week  hath  mostly  been   devoted  to 
the  service  of  others,  and  I  would  hope  not  spenl 
unprofitably  j  yet  fears  and  doubts  do  at  times  §p 
encompass  my  ppor  mind  that  I  am  ready  to  fear^- 
I  do  nothing  aright. 

22.  Times  of  proving  again  to-daj ,  both  morn- 
ing.- and  afternoon,  yet  my  mind  a  little  relieved 
from  the  pressure  it  lay  under. 

25.  I  haye  endeavoured  tq  perform  the  duties, 
of  these  several  days  past  faithfully,  in  lowliness 
and  a  good  degree  of  fear.  That  I  may  be  pre- 
served 80  to  the  end  of  time  is  my  sincere  desire. 

27.  A  time  of  sweet  encouragement  afforded 
me  this  morning  at  meeting,  so  that  my  soul  leaned^, 
as  1^  were,  on  its  beloved.'    Inenimable  favour ! 

29.  My  strength  and  faith  ia  the  Lord  re- 
Dewedy  so  that  I  could  put  my  trust  under  the 
shadow  of  his  wings ;  yet  the  close  exercises  of 
min^p  which  have  of  late  attended,  have  not  yet 
wholly  left  me,  nor  do  I  wish  it  (J  think)  till  the 
Lord's  time,  which  is  ever  the  best.  Too  uik 
watchful  in  the  aftemopn  meeting. 
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Second  Month,  179^. 

3.     Though  I  had  to  wrestle  awhile  for  the 

blessing,  this  morning  at  meeting,  yet  was  not  sent 

empty  away:  such  is  the  continued  Icindness  of  t 

gracious  Provideijce  to,  I  am  often  led  to  thinks  the 

^meanest  of  his  works. 

5.  Again  plunged  into  the  deeps.  May  thesif 
frequent  baptisms  tend  to  my  purification  ;  and 
enable  me  to  endure  with  patience  and  rewjgnatiott 
eVery  dispensation  of  unerring  wisdom ;  until  I  ank^ 
made  conformable  to  his  holy  will  in  all  things. 

9.  Methought  the  language  of  the  poor  publ£<» 
can  became  me  bestrthis  n?orningat  meeting;  yet 
at  times  my  mind  has  been  a  little  cheered  with 
the  belief,  that  He,  whom  I  desire  to  serve,^hath 
not  only  seen  my  lowly  walking  before  him  of  latCf 
but  that  his  blessing  hath  rested  upon  me  i  though 
at  other  seasons  I  could  not  discern  it. 

19.  My  thirsty  soul  rej;lenished»with  a  little  of 
the  wine  of  the  kingdom  this  morning;  How  un* 
worthy  such  a  favour  I  esteemed  myself ! ' 

26.  The  meeting  I  thought  measurably  owned 
by  Him,  who  is  the  crown  of  all  our  assemblies  > 
«nd  the  prayer  of  my  heart  was,  that  he  would 
be  pleased  to  enable  me  to  walk  before  him  with' 
acceptance.  This  is  what  at  times  I  am  led  ta 
aspire  after  more  than  any  temporat  blessing. 

28.  I  fear  I  have  not  so  fully  boftie  the  crossi 
as  I  should  hare  done. 


187 


Third  Month,  1797^ 

2.  My  mind  more  tranquil  and  comfortable  f 
yet  have  daily  to  experience  that  weakness   and 

.  infirmity-  are  my  companions. 

3.  Though  I  could  only  touch  the  hem  of  his 
garmen^  to-day  at  meeting,  yet  I  found  virtue  in 
it  'f  anJ  thought  it  an  unspeakable  favour  that  \ 
should  be  permitted  to  approach  the  Beloved  of 
souls :  one  so  unworthv  and  so  remote  from  his 
infinite  perfection. 

5.  A  season  of  poverty  in  the  morning  meet- 
ing; thouj;h  I  was  enabled  to  keep  pr.tty  much 
,  on  the  watch.  In  the  afternoon,  on  my  first 
sitting  down,  a  temptation  presented  itself,  to 
which  I  too  much  yielded  for  a  time;  but  the 
good  Remembrancer  being  near,  soon  brought  me 
into  the  valley  of  deep  contrition,  where  I  was 
Savoured  to  experience  reconciliation. 

9.     My  mind  hath  been   much  in  the  valley 

.  these  last  few  days;  where  I  find  it  safest  to  keep. 

lo«     Was  comforted  to-day  (at  meeting)  in  the 

renewed    belief,    notwithstanding    the   desolation 

which  prevails,  t'^^at  there  are  still  a  remnant  who 

are  preferring  Jerusalem  ta  their  chief  joy. 

15.     Am  still  made  to  feel  my  weakness  and 

msufficicncy  for  every  good  work:  yet  frequent 

are  my  desires  to  be  directed  by  a  wisdom  super. 

•  Jior  to  my  own;    even  tliat  wisdom  which  com«i 

.F4  • 
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from   above,    and   is   alone    profitable   to   direct 
through  this  state  of  probation. 

19.  My  mind  felt  this  morning  like  the  barren 
keath  in  the  wilderness,  insensible  when  good 
comes  ;  or,  at  least,  not  in  a  capacity  of  receiving 
it.  In  the  afternoon  the  searching  wine  was  dis- 
pensed, yet  not  wholly  unaccompanied  with  conso- 
bting  oil ;  to  my  humble  admiration,  thinking 
myself  unworthy  such  a  favour. 

24.     A  precious  baptizing  season  in  our  little 
week>?day  meeting,  in  which  my  soul  was  enabled'' 
to  sing  of  mercy  and  of  judgment. 


JourtU  Month,  179?. 

2.  My  mind  gathered  into  a  ^weet  quiet  soom 
after  I  sat  down. in  meeting,  which,  in  a  good 
degree,  remained  during  the  sitting,  notwithitand* 
ing  some  interruption.  The  afternoon  a  painfut 
•eason,  wishing  to  feel  life  more  than  words.  . 

3.  Dear  Sarah  Stephenson  mu^h  favoured  to^ 
day  (I  thought) -in  testimony,  and  upon  the  whole- 
it  was  a  season  of  renewal  of  strength.  ^ 

4^  Accompanied  dear  Sarah  Stephenson  and? 
Mary  JefFerya  to  Guildford,  in  order  to  attend  a 
burial  and  our  monthly  meeting.  Sarah  Stephen- 
son appeared  largely  and  excellently,  arid  I  thought 
the  crook  of,  divine  love  was  once  more,  in 
mbundant  mercy,  stretched  forth  to  thft  wanderera, 
Oj  that  they  would  be  gathered. 
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14-  Have  .spent  this  week  much  alone  in  tran- 
quiUit^)  and  have,  at  times,  felt  my  mind  clothe4 
^th  the  incomes  of  that  peace  which  passeth  th^ 
imderf  tanding  of  the  natural  man. 

1 6.  A  time  of  wading  this  momuigi  yet  was 
enabled  to  maintain  the  watch  with  a  good  degree 
of  faithfulness,  and  had  to  remember  an  expresr 
sion  of  dear  Thomas  Ross,  *  Expect  not  to  rise 
•  high  when  the  seed  lies  low  5'  which  I  believe 
was  th^  cas^e  in  this  meeting. 

23.  Having  my  mind  unsettled  before  I  wenJt 
to  meeting  I  fared  but  poorly  there.  In  the  after- 
noon, going  with  full  purpose  of  heart  to  settle 
(down  in  the  t^uiet^  and  mind  my  own  business, 
"was  favoured  with  a  little  of  thfe  refreshing 
streamjs  of  that  river,  which  maketh  glad  thf 
ii^hole  heritage  of  God. 


Fifth  Month,  1797. 

11.  I  fear  this  week  hitherto  has  not  oees  ao 
much  improved  as  it  ought. 

12.  I  found  the  tempter  near  to-day,  on  my 
first  sitting  down  at  meeting ;.but)  J^fter  struggling 
a  while,  was  enabled  to  close  my  eye,  and  shut  my 
ear,^  to  his  false  suggestions,  and  repair  to  Him 
-who  is. the  healer  of  breaches  and  restorer  of  paths, 

14,  This  morning  proved  a  season  of  sw^et 
refreshment,  though  humbled  under  a  sense  of  my 
iinworthin^ssito  approach  perfect  Furii^y. 

F5 
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IT.  Attended  Gracechurch-street  meeting  both 
morning  and  afternoon,  ,which  were  measurably 
owned  by  Him,  who  is  the  crown  of  all  our  reli- 
gious  assemblies^  though  I  suffered  loss  for  want 
of  more  watchfulness  in  the  latter  meeting' 
.  24,  A  precious  season  this  morning  at  meet-' 
ing,  in  which  the  baptizing  virtue  of  truth  was 
eminently  felt  to  attend  the  gospel  labours  of 
tlivers  of  the  worthies  present. 

25.  Attended  two  sittings  [of  th^  yearly  meet« 
ing}  and  a  committee.  My  mind  humbled  under 
a  sense  of  my  dwarfishness»  seeing  the  beauty  and 
dignity  with  which  the  Lord  hath  adorned  many  of 
jtoy  sisters,  who  hare  trodden  with  more  unerring 
feet  the  path  of  self-denial,  and  more  faithfully 
followed  him  in  the  way  of  his  requirings. 

28.  Attended  Graoechurch-strcet  meeting 
morning  and  afternoon,  the  latter  particularly 
favoured,  through  the  ministry  of  divers  friends  5, 
yet  my  poor  mind  so  stripped  that  I  could  partakt 
but  in  a  very  small  degree  of  the  good  extended  t 
which  was  humbling. 


Sixth  Month,  1797. 

7.  Came  home  and  found  my  relations  well, 
which  I  esteem  an  additional  favour  to  those 
already  received ;  may  I  walk  worthy  thereof. 

16.  Under  a  sense  of  the  manifold  blessings 
and  benefits  conferred  upon  mcj  the  language  of 
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my  soul  to-day  at  meeting  was,  What  '^an  I  ren- 
der unto  thee,  O  Lord,  for  them  i  and  I  returned 
sweetly  refreshed,  believnig  his  continued  regard 
was  still  extended  towards  me ;  though  such  ant 
unworthy  creature. 

22.  This  week  hitherto  spent  mostly  in  the- 
service  of  the  poor  ;  and  though  my  mind  has  not 
been  so  inward  as  it  ought,  yet  the  better  part  has 
not  been  wholly  neglected. 

23.  I  sat  down  at  meeting  this  morning  in  a 
sweet  quiet  frame  of  mind,  from  which  I  hoped  a 
good  meeting  j  but  felt  some  obstruction,  whether 
in  myself  or  others  1  know  not,  that  I  could  not 
move  forward  until  near  the  close  5  when  the  scep- 

.  tre  was  in  gracious  condescension  extended,  and 
my  coul  was  admitted  into  the  presence  of  its  best 
beloved,  to  its  humble  rejoicing. 

25.     Had  to  struggle  again  this  morning  a  con- 

.  siderable  time,  before  the  stone  was  removed  from 
the  well's  mouth;  yet  when  that  is,  through  di- 
vine assistance,  effected,  we  can  acknowledge  it  is 
^ell  worth  all  we  can  do  or  suffer  for  it.  In  the 
afternoon  my  mind  was  much  humbled  and  con- 
trited,  under  a  fear  that  I  should  not  hold  out  to 
the  end  ;  not  from  any  doubt  of  the  sufficiency  of 
a  merciful  and  kind  Providence,  but  from  a  deep 
sense  of  my  manifold  frailties.  I  was  led  to  crave 
preservation  from  the  devourer. 

30.     Was  enabled  to  turn  into  the  vin^ard  of 

^my  own  heart,  where  1  found  still  much  to  do; 

and  also  to  look  over  what  I  apprehended  the  state 
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of  some  others,  where  I  found  cause  of  mourning 
(Oa  their  account  as  well  as  my  own. 


Seventh  Month,  1797. 

3.  Our  quarterly  meeting  at  Wandsworth, 
which  1  thought  a  season  of  precious  favour, 
though  1  was  led  as  into  the  stripping-room ;  yet 
never  find  I  get  through  the  business  of  the  meet- 
ing so  well,  as  when , unclothed  of  all  self-suf- 
ficiency ;  which  was  in  a  good  degree  the  case  at 
this  time ;  being  made  sensible  that  I  performed 
k  in  a  strength  superior  to  my  own. 

7.  Our  monthly  meeting.  The  meeting  for 
worship  rather  a  low  time  to  my  feelings;  which 
was  perhaps  owing  in  part  to  suffering  my  mind 
to  be  disquieted  about  trifles  before  I  went  to  it* 

14.  An  humbling  stripping  time  to-day  at  meet- 
ing 5  wherein  my  righteousness  appeared  as  filthy 
rags,  and  I  saw  a  deficiency  I  had  been  guilty  of 
as  overseer ;  which  I  endeavoured  after  meeting 
to  rectify,  and  though  in  much  weakness,  felt  a 
degree  of  peace  attend  tliis  little  discharge  of 
4uty. 

24*  My  walk  this  evening  rendered  truly  de- 
lightful, by  some  unexpected  proofs  of  gratitude 
in  some  poor  people;  yet  desired  to  attribute  no- 
thing to  the  creature,  but  felt  thankful  for  ability 
afibrded  to  render  any'  little  services  to  those  of 
that  class. 
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2$,  After  struggling  a  while  to-day  at  meeting 
with  a  lukewarm  spirit,  was  favoured  with  accessr 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  where  my  soul  was  re- 
newedly  enamoured  with  the  beauty  and  excel- 
lency of  perfect  holiness,  and  led  to  aspire  aftfer  it, 
zs  the  greatest  of  all  attainments. 


Eighth  Month,  1797- 

9.  The  spring  of  life  I  thought  lay  low  to- 
day at  meeting,  that  it  required  labour  to  get  at 
It  5  but  when  so  favoured  we  can  acknowledge  it 
ail  abundant  recompense,  far,  very  far,  beyond  our 
deserts. 

12.  Felt  the  divine  presence  near  me  this 
evening  in  a  soliRiry  walk,  which  brought  every 
faculty  of  my  soul  into  sweet  quiet,  and  reverent 
thankfulness. 

1 6.  My  sou!  replenished  with  heavenly  bread 
to-day  at  the  little  week-day  meeting;  for  which 
favour  I  desire  to  be  made  thankful  enough. 

27.  Sitting  down  to-day  in  a  good  degree  of 
pas^iveness  to  the  divine  will,  my  vessel  was  re- 
plenished with  a  little  of  the  wine  of  the  kingdom. 

30.  Was  enabled  to  say  to-day  at  meeting, 
from  a  degree  of  living  experience,  •*  I  know  that 
**  my  Redeemer  Hveth."  For  ever  blessed  be  His 
name  who  is  dealing  thus  bountifully.  That  he 
may  be  pleased  mercifully  to  carry  on  and  perfect 
iiis  own  work,  it  what  my.soul  craves. 
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Ninth  Month,  1797- 

I 

V 

2,  How  are  the  Lord's  mercies  renewed  every 
morning  !  I  was  favoured  to  feel  his  sustaining 
arm  near  me4n  the  morning  meeting ;  and  a  com- 
fortable hope  attended  that  he  was  redeeming  from 
every  corruption.  O,  that  I  may  be  preserved  from 
noarriiig  his  excellent  work. 

7.     I  do  not  know  that  my  actions  have  been 
condenrinable ;     but  the    state  of    my   mind  has 
.  seemed  little  else  than  weakness  and  folly.         , 

17.  The  morning  meeting  a  low  season  to  my 
own  particular.  In  the  afternoon  bowed  under  a 
.  sense  of  weakness  and  imperfection;  yet  enabled  to 
crave  help,  and  a  little  encouraged  in  the  belief 
that  amidst  all,  love  to  the  diviixe  excellency  had 
the  pre-enimence  in  my  heart. 

22.  •  Was  favoured  to  sit,  as  under  my  own 
vine  to-day  at  meeting.  Inestimable  privilege! 
may  I  ever  prize  it.  v 

29.     Endeavoiired  to  press  through  the  crowd 
.  of  encumbrance?  to-day  in  our  iittle  sile.nt  meeting, 
which  I  found  hard  work; 'yet  towards  the  con- 
clusion my  labour  was  measurably  blest. 


Tenth  Month,  1797. 
14.     IVty  teilectiooa   on    my«elf  hpmitiating^ 
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yet .  I  trust  my  desires  after  more  stability  were 
and  are  sincere^ 

15.  Found  it  not  an  easy  matter  to  get  my  mind 
centred  beyond  the  fluctuating  things  of  this  life  5 
yet  my  labour  was  not  altogether  in  rain,  blessed 
be  the  name  of  the  Lord, 

17,  That  the  Christian's  life  is  a  continual 
warfare,  is  often  verified  in  my  experience.  It 
seems  to  me  that  mine  will  never  Cease  on  this 
side  the  grave;  yet  I  sometimes  think  if  I  am  but 
enabled  so  to  maintain  it  as  to  reach  the  desired 
port,  all  afflictions  and  trials  will  seem  but  as 
the  dust  in  the  balance,  compared  with  the  joys  of 
eternity. 

22.  It  appeared  to  my  weak  faith  and  patience 
like  the  third  watch,  ere  i  could  meet  with  the  Be- 
loved of  souls,  to-day  at  meeting:  and  even  then 
but  a  small  manifestation  of  his  being  near ;  yet 
that  was  and  is  ever  precious. 

25.  I  sat  down  to-day  at  meeting  in  a  luke- 
warm disposition,  with  which  I  had  to  struggle  a 
considerable  time;  but  the  good  Shepherd  of 
Israel  being  near,  at  length  extended  help  to  those 
'who  had  no  might  of  their  own.  For  ever  blessed 
be  his  holy  natne,  he  was  pleased  to  remove  the 
spirit  of  heaviness^  and  clothe  with  the  garment 
of  praise. 

Eleventh  Month,  1797. 
1  •    I  think  I  can  with  sincerity  say,  that  I  love 
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to  meet  the  Lord  In  tlie  way  of  his  judgments^ 
because  they  have  hitherto  been  mixed  with 
mercy,  sa  that  they  are  sweet  to  my  taste.  Thus 
though  it  was  a  season  of  inquisition,  to-day  a( 
meeting,  yet  it  was  precious  to  my  soul,  which 
aspired  after  that  complete  redemption  whicU 
can  alone  St  me  for  the  society  of  the  spirits  of 
the  just  made  perfect,  and  qualify  to  sing  the 
praises  of  redeeming  love. 

5 .  Though  enabled  in  a  good  degree  to  maintaio 
the  watch  this  morning,  yet  sat  in  much  poverty 
of  spirit,  under  which  I  desired  to  be  resigned  to 
the  divine  will,  not  doubting  but  it  was  most  con- 
venient for  me.  In  the  forepart  of  the  afternoon 
I  was  so  unwatchful  as  to  give  way  to  a  roving 
disposition,  which  brought  sorrow  and  contrition^ 
though  I  believed  weakness  and  lukewarmness 
prevailed  mournfully  over  the  meeting :  yet  that 
was  no  excuse  for  me,  but  ought  tp  have  excite^ 
to  double  diligence. 

7.  On  recounting  my  blessings  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  I  am  favoured  with  both  spirituals  and 
temporals  beyond  thousands-  O,  my  soul,  it  does 
indeed  highly  behove  thee  frequei»tly  to  ponder 
how  much  thoii  owest  unto  thy  Lord.  - 

9,  Though  d  season  of  some  conflict  to-day  at 
m'eeting  (feeling  the  tempter  near  to  draw  vap 
from  my  watch};  yet  witnessing  preservation,, 
was  enabled,  I  trustj  to  perform  that  worship 
which  is  alone  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God^ 
because  it  is  of  his  0^4  prepjwring.^ 
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15.  Sat  nhder  the  teaqhmgs  of  the  best  of  Mi- 
nisters, who  verily  teacheth  as  never  man  taught: 
even  the  precious  anointing. 

28.  Our  monthly-meeting :  in  which  I  was 
led  into  a  state  of  mourning  over  the  desolation 
which  prevails  not  only  in  the  land,  but  in  our 
highly  favoured  society. 


TwELTTH  Month,  1797. 

t.  Sat  in  our  little  silent  week-day  me€%» 
ing,  in  a  good  degree  of  self-abasement. 

14.  This  week,  much  devoted  to  the  service 
of  others^  mostly  the  sick  and  poor ;  yet  have  had 
St  seasons  to  feel  my  own  manifold  weaknesses. 

17,  A  little  renewal  of  strength  to-day  si 
meeting,  yet  humbled  in  the  evening  under  the 
consideration  how  far  I  loitered  behind  many,  ia 
the  heavenly  race. 

24.  Still  bufieted  with  weaknesses,  and 
tshamed  to  appear  a  fool  in  the  eye  of  the  worldly 
wise«  May  strength  be  graciously  afforded  to  give 
up  to  what  I  believe  is  required  of  me ;  though  I 
doubt  not  but  it  will  appear  to  soike  like  straining 
at  a  gnat ;  yet  obedience  can  alone  bring  peace  xa 
amall  as  well  as  great  things* 

29.  A  trying  week  to  my  feelings  divers  waya 
hitherto ;  yet  methought  a  little  li^t  sprang  up 
to-day  at  meeting. 

30.  My  state  of  misd  to-day  seemed  com- 


parable  to    poor  Jonah's   wlien    Ms   gour^  wjmf 
withered  ;  but  more  tratiqail  in  tKe  evening. 

31,  My  strength  and  faith  in  the  all-sufficien<^ 
of  God  a  little  renewed,  in  my  silent,  and  I  think 
I  may  add  humble,  waiting  before  him  at  meeiing. 
Thus  closes  the  year  1797- 


First  Month,  1798* 

1.  Attl^ded  our  quarterly-meeting  at  DorkJng> 
.where  my  poor  mind  laboured  under  So  much 
discouragement  that!  did  not  seem  in  a  capacity 
to  receiv©  good  if  offered  ;  but  it  appeared  to  me 
a  low  time  every  way,  though  no  want  of  words. 

3.  Still  moving  on  under  much  depression^ 
^nd  at  times  my  poor  mind  seems  so  overchai^ed 
that  I  think  my  bodily  health  will  »mk  under  it« 

4*  A  little  revived  to-day ».  having  been  en* 
abled  to  lean  on  my  heavenly  ancbor^  who  can 
alone  command  the  winds  and.  the  waves».  and 
they  obey  Him*. 

5.  .  Our  monthly-meeting ;  m  which  my  confiir 
dence  in  tjn?  Lord  was  sweetly  renewed!. 

12.  This  week  hath  passed  quietly :  I  havd 
measurably  borne  the  cross,  in  which  I  have  found 
peace.  A  season  of  refreshment  to-<iay  in  our 
Kttle  silent  weekday  meeting* 

19.  I  sat  down  in  much  weakness  to»day  at 
meeting ;  yet  after  labouring  a  while,  Vas  gra* 
ctottsjjr  permitted  aocesifr  to  the  fountain  of  living 


.^Waters,  whereby  my  soul  was  sweetly  replenished 
and  encouraged  to  press  forward,  through  the 
many  hindering  things  which  surround  my  pa^th. 

26.  Met,  previously  to  going  to  meeting,  with 
aome  vexatious  occurrences  which  tQo  much  en- 
cumbered my  mind,  that  it  was  a  long  time  before 
I  could  rise  above  it  5  yet  ere  the  meeting  con- 
cluded was  enabled  to  mourn  over  my '  weak- 
nesses, and  seek  help  where  alone  it  is  to  be 
obtained^ 


Second  Momth>  1798. 

a,  I  believe  there  were  to-day  a  few  rightly 
gathered  ^  in  the  name  and  power  of  JesuSf  who 
was  graciously  pleased  to  fulfil  his  promise  of  pre- 
siding amongst  us.  Blessed  privilege  I  How  la- 
mentable that  any  should  slight  it,  and  be  content 
to  feed  on  husks  I 

15*  My  niind  having  been  much  oujlp^d  these' 
several  days  past,  I  sat  down  at  meetu}g<j^  much 
^  Strippedness,  scarcely  expecting  to  be  favoure4 
with  the  overshadowing  wing,  which  however 
was  graciously  extended  to  my  humbling  admira- 
tion ^  and  my  soul  was  led  to  recount' the  X^ord's 
mercies,  and  enabled  to  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise. 
O  may  I  walk  worthy  of  such  unmerited  favours. 

23.     Attended  the  meeting-  at  the  Workhouse, 

^Clerkenwell,  London],  where    George  Dillwyn 

,  and    WiUiam  Savery  were»  and  both  appeared 
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acceptably  [ia their  ministry];  but  tbough  favGik^ed^ 
with  the  company  of  such  eminently  gifted  instriar.: 
mentSy  if  the  best  of  JVIinisters"*  had  not  giFs^io^8l][^ 
pjresided  amongst  us>  it  would  not  h^ve  sati^^d 
the  minds^  of  some :  which  was  mercifally  the  cade*.  • 


Thiri>  Month,  1798* 

I.  Returned  again  to  our  peaceful  haKtatfefr 
in  health,  not  only  bodily,  but  I  humbly  trust 
through  divine  preservatioa  in  a-  good  degree  of 
spiritual  freshness  5  having:  often  of  late  felt  the^ 
sweet  descendings  of  heavenly  love,  which  I  have 
been  led  to  believe  was  the  gracious  reward  of  sotne 
Iktle  acts  of  faithfulness*  Thus  bountifully  dotte 
the  Lord  deal  with  the  meanest  of  his  works. 

13.  Went  to  Guildford  to  see  a  poor  friend 
near  her  close  ^  who^  though  in  a  suffering  state 
as  to  body,^  yet  se«med  calm  and  resigned.  I  waa 
at  diew^dpdday  meeting,  which  I  had  nO  cause  to 
repent,  ileiittj^  the  necessity  of  embracing  every  op* 
portunity  of  renewing  my  spiritual  strength,  by  re« 
tiring  often  to  the  fountain  and  source  of  all  good. 

22%  This  week  hath  been  pretty  fully  engaged 
with  the  company  of  dear  brother  and  sisters  j  yet, 
tiiough  surrounded  with  temporal  blessings  as  on 
every  hand,  have  been  thankful  to  feel  my  happi- 

•  ^ee  Heb.  Yiii  2.    <*  A  minicter  sf  the  sanctuary,  and  of  th^ 
4^ru0  tabccoadfr  which.the  I^rd  pitched,  and  aot  iQaa^" 
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tMS  incomplete  unless  crowned  with  tKat  best  of 
U«sstngs  which  brings  no  sorrow  with  it)  and 
inrhidi  can  alone  »ahctify^  erery  dispensation  of  a 
bountiful  Providence. 

09.  Quarterly  meeting  at  Alton.  I  thought  it 
%  favoured  season,  feeling  Him  to  preside  amongst 
us,  who  remains  the  crown  of  our  religious  as- 
eembfies.  We  had  a  comfortable  sitting  in  the 
evening,  in  which  Thomas  Scattergood  appeared 
pretty  largely  in  supplication  and  testimony,  and 
was  drawn  forth  in  much  gospel  love  to  encourage 
a  state  present  which  seemed  sinking  under  con* 
flict  and  discouragement. 


Fourth  Month,  1798, 

t.  Our  quarterly  meeting  at  Guildford,  Thomag 
Scattergood  appeared  largely'  in  the  meeting 
for  worship,  indeed  he  laboured  abundantly  in 
much  gospel  love.  Things  appeared  v^  low- 
amongst  us  by  the  reports  brought  in  from  son^ 
of  our  mqnthly  meetings.  After  dinner,  wheif 
4ome  of  our  friends  had  taken  their  leave,  a  pre- 
eious  opportunity  occurred,  in  which  Thomas 
Scattergood  appeared  in  a  remarkable  manner  to 
individuals  J  which  I  earnestly  desired  might  be 
'  Messed  to  them,  and  not  pass  away  as  the  morning 
-dew. 

3.  Our  monthly  meetitig, '  HttmWed  iifre^, 
under  a  sense  of  my  own  "vt^aj^nesseil^  md  un-* 
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iRrorthiness  to  partake  of  such  unmerited  blesdingt 
as  had  of  late  been  showered  upon  me  ;  and  de* 
^ired  faithfulness  and  true  dedication  of  heart 
might  be  the  return.  Dear  Thomas  Scattergood 
was  silient.  But  before  he  left  us,  we  had  a  bap- 
tizing season  and  parted  in  sweet  fellowship  one 
with  another.  1  believe  there  was  scarcely  one  in* 
sensible  of  the  precious  influence  wliich  spread 
over  us  like  a  mantle. 

20.  A  stripping  proving  season  in  our  little 
silent  weekday  meeting,  yet  not  unprofitable.  I 
hope  ever  to  be  tUankful  to  feel  the  refining  hand 
near  for  my  preservation. 

22 .  In  my  walk  to  visit  the  siek  this  morning, 
the  beauty  of  the  scene  around  me,  and  the  sense 
of  multiplied  blessings  awakened  my  soul  to  grati- 
tude and  praise :  yet  the  morning  meeting  proved 
uncoinmohly  dull  and  stripped  of  good. 

27.  Though  I  long  strove  with  a  spirit  of 
lukewarmness,  yet  at  length  was  graciously  ad- 
mitted to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  had  sweet  com- 
munion with  my  God.  Inestimable  favour  be- 
Stowed  on  a  worm  ! 

29.  A  query,  Art  thou  nearer  the  kingdom 
than  when  thou  first  believed  i  livingly  sprang  in 
my  mind,  this  morning  at  meeting,  and  after  some 
searching  of  heart,  I  was  comforted  in  the  belief 
that  I  had  made  some  small  progress  in  the  hea- 
venly race;  thpugh  still  weak  and  standing^  in 
daily  need  pf  wpplies  of  strength  and  faith  from 
Him  who  It  the  preserver  of  his  dependant  chii^ 
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4ren^.  In  tlie  afternoon  methought  my  situation 
iBomewhat  resembled  Mary's  of  old,  when  she  sat 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus  washing  them,  with  her  tears> 
and  wiping  them  with  the  hair  of  her  head.  Bles* 
sed  employment,  precious  privilege  !  I,  like  her, 
have  had  much  forgiven.  May  I  also  resembit 
her  in  loving  much. 


Fifth  Month,  179^. 

10.  Felt  rencM^ed  desires  arise,  for  preser- 
iration  from  every  snare  of  an  unwearied  enemy. 

1 1.  Sat  down  at  meeting  in  a  lukewarm  state, 
which  prevailed  too  long ;  yet  after  a  while,  being 
humbled  under  a  sense  of  my  faults,  was  onca 
more  in  mercy  permitted  to  wash  in  tliat  fountain 
which  remains  to  be  set  open  far  Jerusalem,  &c. 
to  bathe  in.     Unspeakable  favour  ! 

21*  Attended  the  first  sitting  of  the  yearly 
meeting.  Thought  it  a  season  of  renewed  favour. 
My  poor  mind  was  bowed  in  humble  gratitude 
before  the  Father  of  mercies,  that  he  had  once 
more  perniitted  me  to  sit  with  his  children  in  this 
large  assembly. 

24.  We  had  this  morning  an  acceptable  visit  in 
the  women's  meeting  from  William  Savery,  &c. 
-who  laboured  abundantly  amongst  us,  chiefly  ad- 
dressing the  youth,  using  much  persuasive  lan- 
guage to  excite  them  to  build  on  the  ancient  foun^  ' 
4»Uon>  wiuch  the  righteous  have  ever  built  upoii|^ 
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in  every  age  of  the  world.  He  also  exhorted  .them 
in  a  particular  manner  to  refrain  from  teading' 
unprofitable  books.  ' 

29.  Two  more  sittings  to-day,  when  the  bttsineai 
was  got  through,  some  weighty  testimonies  borne^ 
and  awful  supplication  put  up  to  the  Father  of 
mercies  for  the  preservation  of  each  other  when 
wi3ely  separated  in  body.  The  meeting  separated 
ander  a  precious,  solemn  covering. 


Sixth  Month,  1798. 

J,  Sat  again  in  our  little  meeting,  I  trusty 
under  a  thankful  sense  of  past  favours,  and  la- 
boured according  to  my  small  measure  therein^ 
in  a  silent  travail  for  the  arising  of  the  well-spring 
of  life. 

12.  My  mind  comforted  and  strengthened  21L 
the  belief,  that  love  to  God  and  good*wiU  to.  men 
were  gaining  the  pre-eminence  in  my  heart,  above* 
every  other  consideration^  weak  and  frail  as  I  am 
often  made  tcnsibic  it  still  is.  The  other  part  of 
this  week,  thoi^h  I  dare  not  say  it  has  been  so 
much  improved  as  it  might  possibly  have  bcen^^ 
yet  think  has  not  been  spent  vainly. 

19.     Attended  our  monthly  meeting.     I  felf' 
weak  and  low,  and  found  it  no  easy  matter  to  get 
at  the  well-spring  of  life ;  yet  was  at  length  fa*  > 
Youred  with  a  little  of  its  arising. 

.a4j      A  discouraging  depressbg   season    tht%. 


Hi 

«iorfiuig'at  me«ttiig»  It  eeeadel  a&  dKW^  I  'xn$ 
feft  a  prey  U>  die  enemy.  The  afternoon  my  hope 
flmd  faith  a  Ultle  reviWd  by  feeKnjg  die  good  hand 
etill  near  for  my  preservation.    What  a  fairout  4 

19F.  This  has  been  a  wecfk  of  no  small  trial  t# 
my  feelings  ^  think  I  have  borne  the  ctfosS'  as  iaidi* 
fully  as  1  well  could. 


Seventh  Month^  i?^'* 

13.  A  day  of  heaviness  on  account  of  a  be* 
loved  bimher  who*  I  li^ve  nea^n  to  fear,  is:d6« 
.  IMirting  from  that  simplicity  and  integrity  of  heai^ 
which  lias  hitherto  characterized  him^  and'  from 
whom  we  had  helped  better  diings :  that  he  wouhl 
have  proved  a  standard-bearer  in  this  poor  county« 
Ah  me ! .  I  am  at  times  dismayed  at  the  prospecti^ 
when  I  see  so  many  fallings  as  on  die  right  handf 
jIfKl  on  the  left. 

i^.  .  Canie  to  Newbury,  on  my  way  to  Btistof; 
To  kxtowthat  our  Redeemer  liveth  is  indeed  • 
great  and  bt^Sssed  experience*;  which  I'  was  fa- 
^^Mired  with  diis  morning.  As  I  sat  solitiiry  at  ditf 
inh|  waiting^  for  the  coach,  he  was  pleased  W 
bicak  m  upoa  my  sonl  wvth  the  overshadowing  tf 
his  life-gititig  presence,-  which  is  more  precion# 
d^  the  increase  of  corny  wine,  or  oil.  May  f 
ever  esteem  it  so^ 

2r.  Attended  the  wcek-<kf  meedng  fjBris(lb|]f 
William  Savery^  led  in  cloie  doctrifie  to  remwir 
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lihe  hypocrite,  which  brought  «i6  to  iniich«6ircb-> 
ing  of  heart,  lest  I  should  be  found  amongst.-  that 
number.  He  stood  up  a  second  ttme^  ssiying  k 
fr^uently  happened  that  deeply  humbled  minds 
took  what  did  not  belong  to  theiHf  and  wjdre  jre^dy 
to  query,  Lord  is  it  I,  who  am  about  to  betray  t^ee  i 
with  more  to  that  effect  3  which  cheered  my  droop- 
ing  souL 


ft 

Eighth  Month,  1 79S. 

a  ^ 

-  I.  Went  with  a  very  large  party  to  cousitt 
George  Fisher's  to  brefakfast  with  William 
Savdry ;  and  from  dience  to  Pill  to  see  him  6iti-» 
bark.  Before  we  separate^i  we  had  a  precious,  con-' 
triting  season  together,  in  which  he  recounted  thci 
liOrd'^  gracious  dealings  with  him,  dudng  hit. 
visit  to  die  contin^t,  and  vtoxhis  nation;  and  saidy 
though  he  was  bound  to  acknowledge  failniself  a  vpry 
impfofitable  servant,  yet  he  was  now  at  part^g 
enabled  to  adopt  the  language,  ^  Retuin  liotQ  tfajr 
'^  rest,  O  my  soul,  f6r  the  Lord  hath  deak  bouii* 
•*  tifuUy  widi  thee  C*  with  much  more  expressive 
of  the  peace  he  felt  to  x:ix>wn  1m  labour  of  love  in 
this  land.  We  parted  'm  near  love  and  fellow-' 
•Up  I  and  though  it  was  trying  to  my  feelings^ 
let  it  ^struly  consoling  to  see  him  so  comfortably  • 
released  from  die  preisent  field  of  labour.  .^ 

7.j^«  Ratheira  low  time  at  meeting  ^  yet  trust  tht 
WsudEiM^  was  meaaurabty  maihtained.^^ 


%} 
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9«      Awoke  tins  mornmg  with  a  flfweet  and 
Ikrely  impression,  that  die  Lord's  merc^  was  over 
aU  his  works,  even  to  me,  ^e  meanest  of  ttiem* 
'    i6.    Wrote  to  a  beloved  brother,  who  I  feaiped 
^ras  departing  from  the  simplicity  of  truth. 

I  J.  Returned  from  meeting  as  from  the  wash* 
ing  pool  sweetened  and  refreshed,  though  I  <aii 
but  account  myself  unworthy. 

20.  -  Received  a  gentle  -correction  from  the  di# 
jrinejiand*  which  I  kiased  with  submission. 

24^  Afresh  encouraged  and  animated  to  prew 
forward  in  die  .Christian  race,  this  Jtioming  at  the 
silent  weektday  meeting. 

25.  Heard  some  affecfiflg  accounts  of  furthet 
^.declensions,  of  ^isome  of  the  high  and  wise  in  ouv 
Society:  enough  to  dismay  such  a  poor  wea3s 
'Creature  as  myself  in  the  prospect,  did  I  not 
know'lhsit.  the  word  of  the  Lord  enctureth  for 


;  31.  A  deeply  humbling  season^to'day  at  meet- 
ing; in  which  however  my  poor  tried  mind  ^wa* 
.  j|VQUj[ht  intasweet  trauquiilitjc 


Ninth  Mowth,  179B. 
•.•-■•.'.■ 

7«  It  was  adow  time  to-day  at  meeftdg^  yet 
ifliink  resignation  -and  humility  were  the  clothing 
<if  my  mind.: 

-  9.     Was    permitted  through  adorable,  conde- 
scension, to  lean  upon  the  Beloved  of  souls, 

Ga 
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fftcaming  tt  meeting  ;  which  I  esteemed  li^  precSotM 
privilege.  The  evemng  meetiag  I  thought  ^  dull 
time. 

2P«  Went  to  take  leave  of  my  kind  friende  in 
this  place  [Bristol.]  Wa&  favoured  with  a  pre- 
cious, cementing  opportunity  at  4ear  Hanhah 
{Stephenson's.)  reasonable  it  .was  to  my  mind,  iisdth 
i>eing  at  a  low  ebb. 

30.  Went  to  Ryegate  in  order  to  attend  our 
quarterly  meeting.  The  covering  of  my  mind 
ikis  day  and  for  several  past  may  well  be  com- 
liaxed  to  sackcloth  and  ashes :  because  "^of  the 
$lain  of  the  daughter  of  the  Locd'«  people.  * 


Tenth  Month,  1798. 

i^  Our.  quarterly  meeting.  A  season  of  close 
trial  to  my  mind  9n  various  accounts. 

13.  This  life  is  truly  «  cup  of  mixtvrjes^ 
Uany  bitters  have  been  infused  into  mine  of  kite; 
tome  of  which  have  been  very  unpalatable  tp  mf 
taste }  yet  I  have  desired  to  drink  it  with  resigna- 
tion :  which  I  trust  I  have  been  enabled  to  do  in 
a  good  degree.  On^  the  other  hand  many  bles- 
sings have  also  accompanied  me,  which  I  desire  to 
l^h^blyjthankful  for,  well  knowing  how  little 
Jtde^^an^e...  .  .        .       •         -      ^  • 

*  17,  My  drooping  mind  ^  little  r^reshed,-.by 
liq^^ilnpg  to  jhie  well-spring  of  life  4  and  renewed 
4fmi^.%f^er  pres^rvjatipni  iEfom  the  vajripus  snartf 


which  sttrroirnd-  my  path,  were  raised  to  Hint 
who  alone  knows  them,  and  how  to  sustain  aad^ 
earry  through. 


Eleventh  Month>  1798. 

4.  An  unsubjected  will  prevented  my  access 
to  the  Fountain  of  sure  mercies  this  morning  :  to 
my  shame  I  record  it.  In  the  afternoon  wrestled 
hard  to  have  it-brought  into  the  state  of  passive 
clay,  which  I  was  favoured  in  a  good  degree  to 
expericQ^;  and  thankful  was  I,  to  feel  every* 
power  and  faculty  of  thie  soul  brought  into  sub- 
jection, and  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  a  merciful 
Saviour. 

7.  I  trust,  I  still  love  above  all  things  to  sit  at 
the  feet  of  a  crucified  Saviour.  Blessed  name  ! 
How  lightly  esteemed  at  this  day,  yea,  set  at  nought, 
sttid  thf  divinity  denied  I  Mournful  truths !  I 
believe  with  my  whole  heart,  that  there  is  no  other 
name  under  heaven  by   which   mankind  can  be 

•  •      • 

toved^- 

•  9.     Sat  up  last  night  ^itfi  a  neighbour ;  yet  di J^ 
"^bt  feel  easy  to  stay  from  meeting,  which  proved 

a  sweet)  solacing  seasc^,  so  that  I  could  say,  it 
was  good  for  hie  to  be  there :  fever  desiring  to  es- 
teem the  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord  the  greatest 
of  all  blessings. 

•  It.     Mourning  far  myself  and  others  has*  been 
imicb  the  portion  of  this  day ;  yet  got  off  my^ 

C3 
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watch  too  soonj  both  in  the  morning  and  aftet^ 
Doon  meeting. 

22.  Received  comfo.rtable  intelligence  re* 
fpecting  a  relation  having  applied .  for  admission 
into  the  societyi  on  the  ground  of  conviiicement. 
Truly  pleasant  it  is,  to  hear  some  are  gathering 
home  to  the  true  fold ;  while  so  many  are  de- 
viating and  wandering  as  sheep  without  a  shep- 
herd, and  endeavouring  to  draw  others  after  them.- 

30.  Though  I  did  not  maintain  the  watch  so. 
steadily  as  I  ought  to  have  donej  to-day  at  meetings 
yet  while  my  mind  was  properly  centred,  I  was. 
favoured  with  the  precious  incomes  of  life  and 
love :  a  favour  I  thought  myself  unworthy  of* 


Twelfth  Month,  1798. 

4*  Our  monthly  meeting  at  Guildford.  My 
mind  bowed  in  the  meeting  for  worship,  under  a 
renewed  sense  of  the  omnipotence  and  omnipte* 
tence  of  God. 

14.  A  day  of  inquietude  and  weakness,  so 
that  I  could  not  get  my  mind  properly  stayed  at 
meeting. 

1 6.  My  dwelling  was  much  in  the  valley^ 
to-day  at  meeting  j  and  through  adorable  good-^ 
ness  was  favoured  to  feel  the  dew  rest  upon  my 
branches.  • 

31.  Thus  -ends  the  year  1798.  A  conscious*^ 
ness  of  nianifold  weaknesses   attends    me;   yet. 


I  feel  humbl;  thankful  that  I  am  itill  pveserveif 
alive*^ 


First  Month,  1799* 

3.  This  has  been  a  wee^k  of  some  trial  of  faidi  ^ 
yet  tliink  I  have  been  enabled  to  bear  the  crost 
with  some  degree  of  faithfulness. 

II.  After  a  time  of  conflict  to-day  at  meeting 
I  was  enabled  to  tise  above  a  wrong  disposition^ 
and  approach  Him  who  is  the  health  of  my  coun- 
tenance ;  before  whom  my  soul  bowed  in  deep 
prostration  and  deep  abasement  of  self. 

16.  My  mind  has  been  too  much  outward  for 
several  days  past,     O,  for  a  closer  walk  with  God. 

19.  Hastened  to  Wanborough,  dear  — =— — 
being  thought  near  his  end.  I  found  an  afflicted 
house  j  yet  was  favoured  to  feel  my  mind  pre-. 
ftetvcd  in  much  tranquillity. 

2&.  What  a  severe  scene  has  again  taken 
place  !     We  had  flattered  ourselves  the  bitteniv?ss 

pf  death  ivas  passed,  when  dear ^  was  again 

plunged  as  it  Were  to  the  very  gates  of  it.  The 
doctors  give  no  hopes  :  one  of  the  poor  lads  dead* 
liow  awful  are  the  approaches  of  such  a  mes- 
senger! 

30.     again  reviving;   and   hope  once 

more  cheers  this  dwelling  ^  though  we  are  almost 
afraid  to  entcrtam^o  welcofhe  a  guett* 

G4 
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Second  Month,  1799* 

15.  Came  to.Godalming.  Attended  our  week* 
day  ipeeting,  which  proved  a  refreshing  season  ta 
my  poor  mind,  which  I  thought  myself  unworthy 
of.  It  was  pleasant  to  sit  again  with  my  friends  after 
such  an  absence  :  indeed  it  was  a  season  of  mu- 
tual rejoicing.  I  was  thankful  to  see  them  again 
in  health,  and  they  expressed  much  gladness  at 
seeing  me  preserved  from  the  contagion,  to  which 
I  have  been  exposed.  I  felt  my  own  unworthi^ 
aess  of  such  marks  of  tender  regard. 


Third  Month,  1799. 

I.    continues    mending.     I  went  to 

•ur  monthly  meeting,  where  I  sat  under  an  humb- 
ling  sense  of  my  weakness,  and  inability  for  every 
good  word  and.  work,  both  in  the  meeting^for 
worship  and  discipline  ^  yet  felt  a  degree  of  hea* 
venly  sweetness  accompany  this  frame  of  mind  | 
which  led  me  to  hope  it  was  not  altogether  unao* 
ceptable  to  the  Father  of  mercies, 

3.  Left  my  dear  friends  at  Wanborough, .  At* 
tended  both  meetings,  which  were  trying  seasons  to 
jne,  for  want  of  more  watchfulness  on  my  part. 

8.    The  accoutrement  of  a  true  Christian  was 
brought  with  freshness  to  my  mind  soon  after  I  - 
«at  down  in  ^meeting  ^  and  fervent  desires  raise4|. 
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after  so  excellent  an  attainment,  that  I  might 
thereby  be  enabled  to  withstand  the  varied  as^ 
sauirs  of  an  unwearied  enemy.  It  was  a  strengtb* 
ening  season  to  my  poor  mind.   •       '       ' 

15.  A  season  of  sweet  solace  in  our  little 
week-iday  meeting.  I  could  not  but  lament  that 
others  should  miss  so  great  a  privilege  by  letting 
trifling  things  keep  them  at  ^ome,  or,  if  at  meet^ 
ing,  suffering  a  lukewarm  disposition  to  deprive 
them  of  this  beJt  of  blessings,  Communion  with 
their  God. 

-23.  The  rest  of  this  week  mostly  spent  in  &i 
service  of  others,'  and  not  wholly  uhprofitabljr^  i 
trust. 

29.  My  tried  mind  instructed  in  my  silenft' 
sitting  to-day  at  meeting ;  and  renewedly  led  to 
number  my  blessings,  and  see  how  much  I  owed 
tmto  die  Lord* 


FoTTRTH  Month,  1799.  ■ 

t.  Our  quarterly  meeting.  I  thought  th* 
meeting  for  worship  a  season  of  renewed  favour  to 
our  youth  in  particular.  The  meeting  for  disci-* 
pHnewas  very  trying  to  my  feelings  from  various 
causes. 

4«  .  Our  friends  Mary  Watson,  Maty  Alex- 
ander, and  John  Kirkham  sat  with  us  this  morn- 
ing. It  proved  a  strengthening  season  to  the 
drooping  minds  of  some.    '^  Blessed  are  they  thart 
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^*  mourn/'  was  the  encouraging  language.  Surely 
we  kave  abundant  cause  of  mourning,  because  of 
the  increasing  desolation  in  our  society  :/  the  prds-^ 
pect  whefeof  is  ready  to  dismay  the  feeble  travel- 
lers Sion-ward.  •• 

8.  A  precious^  contriting  season  this  mornings 
previous  ^>  our  beloved  friends  leaving  us:  in 
whidi  the  dear  young  folks  were  affectionately  en- 
couraged to  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord.  Dear 
W.  T.  was  particularly  addressed,  our  friends  be- 
lieving his  tender  mind  had  been  preciously  visited* 
How  did  all  that  was  within  me  covet  that  the  good 
seed  which,  I  did  believe,  had  been  sown  in  the  * 
liearts  of  some  of  them  might  be  cherished,  and 
bring  fbrdi  in  due  season  fruits  U>  the  praise  of 
the  great  and  good  Husbandman. 

19.    Heaviness  of  spirit  has  been  my  portion 
tlus  day,  discouragements  pf  various  kinds  pres«  ' 
sing  hard  upon  me. 

21.     A  day  of  mourning  because  of  the  deso- 
lation in  our  Sion^  when  those  that  should  have' 
been  standard-bearers  desert  a  cause  so  precious. 


FwtH  M0NTH9  '79>» 

7;  After  a.  season  of  conflict,  my  will  was  once 
more  reduced,  and  I  was  enabled  to  adopt  the 
Jdnguage  of.  Not  my  will|  O  Lord,  but  thine  h% 
done.  '  f 
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5-  Shamefully  lukewarm  this  morning  at  meet- 
ing. In  the  afternoon  a  little  strength  was  given 
to  labour,  which  I  think  I  did  according  t»  my 
small  measure.  ** 

lo.     My  mind  hath  enjoyed  for  several  days, 
past  a  sw6et  tranquillity,  to  which  it  has  of  late 
been   much  a  stranger.     1  feel,  I  trust,  humbly . 
thankful  for  this  favour,  well  knowing  I  cannot  atw 
tain  to  it  of  myself. 


SjxTH  Month,  1799, 

5.'*  Renewed;  desires  after  preservation,  feeling 
myself  much  stri^^d  of  the  sensible  presence  of 
Him,  who  is  I  trust  the  beloved  of  my  soul. 

6.  My  dear.br<other  and  sister  Waring  left  us, 
which  was  no  sniall  trial  to  our  feelings.  We 
parted,  I  believe,  in  best  love,  and  desires  for  each 
other's  preservation. 

7.  Favoured  in  our  little  silent  gathering  with 
sweet  access  to  the  inexhaustible  Source  of  all  good* 
My  heart  overflowed  with  gratitude  for  blessings 
apcient  and  new. 

9.  Baptized  afresh  into  a  deep  sense  of  my 
own  nothingness ;  and  the  need  I  stand  in  oi  re* 
newed  supplies  of  strength  j  which  I  earnestly 
craved,  that  I  might  walk  uprightly  in  humility 
and  fear  all  tny  days.  ^ 

,    1 1  •  ,  Went  to  Guildford  to  lagieet  dear  Del}orab 
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Darby  and  Rebecca  Young.  Was  not  a  littfe 
disappointecl  in  finding  they  had  passed  us  by. 
Sat  with  the  few  in  silence^  where  after  a  dipping 
•eason^  my  soul  was  refreshed  by  the  renewed  ia- 
Conies  of  life  and  love.  How  unworthy  do  I  es-^ 
teem  myself  of  such  inestimable  favours  ! 

1 6.  The  general  meeting  at  Guildford.*  In  the 
fnoming  was  favoured  with  ability  to  centre  deep* 
In  the  afternoon  I  thought  we  .sat  down  a  poor 
company  indeed^  and  found  it  hard  work  to  keep 
€nthe  watch. 

1 8.  Read  a  little  pamphlet^  written  by  a 
German^  a  woman  of  rank  in  life.  Was  humbled 
under  the  consideration  of  her  faithfulness  in  foU 
lowing  d  crucified  Saviour;  whilst  I  with  su- 
perior advantages  remain  but  a  babe>  I  often  fear 
a  dwarf,  in  religion. 

20.  My  weak  niind  being  too  much  off  its 
guard,  r  was  caught  with  a  temptation.  Remorse 
90on  followed. 

0,1.  Mourned  my  folly,  and  renewedly  be- 
fought  forgiveness,  and  future  preservation. 

23.     A  day  of  some  conflict  of  spirit. 

3Q.     Went  to  Wandsworth  to  our  quarterly 
meeting.    The  morning  meeting,  I  thought  a  f*-  • 
Youred  season ;  the  afternoon  heavy  and  laborious.; 
though  towards  the  close  a  little  life  arose.     A' 
committee  from  the  yearly  meeting  attended ;  a 
choice  little  band; 

'^  Oaw&icli  day  Godalmiii^ meeting  is  sotpeodtdi 
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Seventh  Month,  1799^ 

I-  Afresh  did  the  crook  of  divine  love  seem 
extended  towards  a  backsliding  generation,  in 
adorable  mercy  and  condescension.  Our  dear 
friends  laboured  amongst  us  in  much  love  5  and  I 
thought  a  good  degree  of  harmony  prevailed,  and 
I  was  comforted  in  observing  much  more  open- 
ness than  I  expected  in  the  visited  5  so  that  I  think 
the  committee  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  pretty 
clearly  the  low,'  very  low  state  of  things  amongst 
us. 

5.  The  .  above-mentioned  committee  came 
here  [Godalming]  last  evening.  My  soul  renewedly 
humbled  under  the  consideration  of  the  con- 
tinued kindness  of  a  gracious  God,  in  thus  sending 
his  faithful  servants  and  hand-maidens  to  labour' 
amongst  us  ;  which  was  strengthening  to  the  feeble ' 
minds  of  some  of  us.  Spent  the  evening  at  brother 
Elidd's.  The  dear  young  folks  were  afresh  invited* 
to  come,  taste,  and  see  for  themselves  how  good^ 
the  Lord  is. 

•  6.  Gur  dear  friends  left  us.  Samuel  Alexander,: 
John  Abbott,  and  Hannah  Wigham  had  a  sitting 
with  us  just  before  we  parted^  which  proved  a^ 
precious  opportunity,  in  which  our  souls-  weiie- 
nearly  unfted  in  the  heavenly  fellowship,  and 
eweetly  refreshed  together. 

7.      Renewedly  convinced  that  it  would  not' 
luffice  the  soul  to^  feed  on  the  manna  gathered^ 
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yesterday ;  but,  that  it  must  be  daily  waited  for, 
if  we  would  indeed  witness  being  npurished  up 
unto  everlasting  life. 

14,     A  renewed  call  to  faithfulness  this  morn- 
ing at  our  silent  meeting  :  the  afternoon  dull  and 
heavy  in  the  forepart ;  but  towards  the   close  life . 
arose  into  a  good  degree  of  dominion, 

17.  Dear  uncle  Kidd  spent  the  day  with  us; 
the  first  visit  he  has  paid  I  believe  for  near  a 
twelvemonth.  His  quiet,  peaceful  firame  of 
mind  was  instructive  and  encouraging. 

ao.  The  rest  of  this  week  bath  passed  serenely 
away  s  I  would  hope  not  wholly  unimproved. 
How  many  blessings  have  I  to  be  tliankful  for  ! 

a  I.  A  degree  of  favour  attended  both  meet- 
ings, and  I  trust  a  degree  of  right  exercise  was  for 
a  season  maintained  in  each  of  them ;  but,  think  I 
did  not  keep  so  faithfully  on  my  watch  as  I  should 
have  done,  particularly  in  the  evening.  * 
.^  25.  Have  seemed  left  to  myself,  and  as  a  prey 
to  the  cruel  enemy  for  several  days  past  j  yet  have 
been  enabled  at  times  to  bemoan  my  condition, 
being  ready  to  conclude  there  are  few  if  any  more 
propense  to  evil :  humbling  consideration  indeed ! 
.  a6.  Sat  down  at  meeting  this  morning  under 
the  belief  that  I  was  altogether  unworthy  of  divine 
regard)  or  of  approaching  Him .  who  is  perfect 
Purity ;  yet  after  sitting  a  while  in  this  reduced 
state  before  Inm,  he  was  pleased  in  wondrous 
love  and  mercy  to  stretch  forth  the  sceptre  of  his 
Ipve,  and  once  n  ore  .permit  me  to  praise  his  hol|: 
aamef>  whp  is  eternally  worthy. 
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Eighth  Month,  1799. 

2,  Seemed  uncommonly  lukewarm  and  in- 
different on  sitting  down  at  meeting,  to  which  I 
too  much  yielded  for  a  while;  but  after  some 
struggle,  was  favoured  with  near  access  to  the  in- 
exhaustible Source  of  all  good. 

6.  Have  been  led  to  ponder  on  the  depravity  of 
the  human  heart,  and  particularly  of  my  own ; 
believing  few  if  any  have  more  propensity  to  evil ; 
also  led  to  call  ,to  mind  the  gracious  dealings  of  a 
merciful,  long-suffering  God,  who  hath  sustained 
me  and  preserved  me  unto  this  very  hour.  O^ 
that  he  would  also  be  pleased  to  give  additional 
Stability,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  walk  before 
him  with  a  perfect  heart. 

9^  A  time  of  searching  of  heart  to-day  at 
meeting,  a  profitable  employ  !  I  think  I  love  to 
bring  my  deeds  to  the  light,  and  feel  all  the  evil 
brought  into  judgment,  and  sit  under  the  purifying 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  truth :  O,  may  I  be 
careful  to  keep  my  garnjients  from  defilement. 

15.     Brother  Tothill  came,  and  brought  with 
him  a  Kttle  good  tidings  respecting  the  labours  of 
;I>avid  Sands. 

'    i8.    Our  general  meeting  at  Guildford.     My 

mind  measurably  gathered  to  the  true  centre,  in  the 

^momiiig.    In  the  afternoon,  I  tho\ight,    we   sat 

down  a    poor  little   company.'    The  poor  ^oU 
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dier*  wad  present,  which  brought  an  awful  feair 
over  me,  lest  he  should  be  turned  aside  by  ob- 
serving un watchfulness  and  a  lukewarm  dispo- 
sition prevail ;  and  thie  prayer  and  exercise  of  mf 
heart  was  that  we  might  all,  both  he  and  we^  be 
preserved  in  our  different  allotments  and  found 
faithful  therein. 

25.  My  mind  much  tossed  this  morning  at 
meeting :  the  way  proved  deeply  humbling  and 
instructive./        „  » 

30.  Was  renewedly  desirous  that  my  dwelling 
might  ever  be  in  the  low  vale  of  humility,  where 
the  dew  resteth. 


Nl  NTH  MoKTH,  1 799* 

6.  A  day  of  profitable  humiliation,  I  trust.  I 
desire  to  prize  every  dispensation  that  tends  to  re- 
duce self,  howeVer  ha^d  to  the  natural  part. 

7.  Still  learning  the  hard  lesson  of  suffering 
patiently. 

II.  Many  are  the  cogitations  of  my  pfooir 
mind,  sometimes  unprofitable :  at  others  pure  dc* 
sires  after  more  stability  and  holy  circumspectioit 
in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  prevail. 

15.  Could  set  up  my  Ebenezer  and  isay,  Hither- 
to hath  the  Lord  helped  me.  For  ever  blessed  be 
his  name !  In  the  afternoon  the  dreadful  end  of  the 

*  A  soldier  quartered  at   Guildford,  who  frequented  xk^ 
l^eetixigf  of  friends,  a^  appeared  undei  coovinceiviea;. 
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Ifypocrke  impressed  my  mind,  with  stroBg  desirea 
that  I  might  be  preserved  from  it. 

.'  2p*  Rather  ar  low  time  at  meeting,  this^mom^. 
ing>  yet  have  felt  a  comfortable  degree  of  quiet, 
for  several  days  past. 

^  %%.  A  time  of  conflict  this  morning,  in  which. 
I  hope  the  enemy  gained  but  little  advantage.  The- 
afternoon  proved,  contrary  to  expectation,  a  re- 
freshing season. 

27.  Gave  way  to  a  roving  disposition  the  fore^ 
part  of  the  meeting,  which  produced  shame  and 
remorse,  and  the  language  of  the.  poor  publican^> 
•*  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.** 

29.    Lowliness  and  fear  were  in  a  gDod  degree 
the  companions  of  my  nund  this  day. 


TiNTK  Month,  I799« 

7.  Went  to  Ryegate  to  our  quarterly  meeti^ 
ing.  I  think  the  meetings  were  favoured  seasons^ 
though  cause  of  discouragement  still  remaii^ 
The  committee  (John  Abbott  excepted)  were 
there,  also  Phebe  Speakman  and  companion.  .Met 
widi  an  accident  on  our  return,  but  were  preserved 
from  harnv:  which  I  esteemed  a  favour. 

II.    A  time  of  sweet  solace  this  morning  at 
meeting.      My   soul  panted  after  the  refreshings 
streams  of  Shiloh;  and  was  abundantly  replenished. 
Unspeakable  mercy !  .  . 

17.     Fhebe  Speakman  and  Mary  Townsend 
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left  us :  a  day  of  no  small  trial  to  .my  feelings^ 
Seeing  the  depression  the  said  friends  were  undery 
M.  T.  wishing,to  return  home,  and  P.  S»  unwil- 
ling to  '  deta  rt  her,-  I  thought  myself  called  upon^ 
to  offer  to  accompany  the  latter  for  a  few  weekg- 
as  a  servant*  The  sacrifice  is  ofFejed,-  whether  it 
will  be  sfccepted  is  yet  uncertain. 

2a.  .  Was  renewcdly  desirous  that  I  might'  be 
preserved  in  a  single  dependance  on  the  Lord  in 
my  approaching  journey,  for  preservation  every 
way,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh ;  believing 
diat  those  who  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  never  be 
confounded. 

24*  Parted  with  my  beloved  <;onnexion9,  which, 
was  trying  ;   yet  felt  peaceful,  which  induces  me. 
to  believe  that  I  am  in  my  right  place.     Reached 
Chichester  this  evening,  where   I   met  with  dear^ 
P.  S.  who  appeared  glad  to  see  me. 

26.    Left  our  kind  friends  at  Chichester,  and 
reached  Alton  in  the  evening. . 
,  27.    Attended  both  meetings^  which  were  mea*: 
iurably  favoured  with  the  descendings  of  heavenly. 
dew.    I  diought  P.  S.  appeared  exceliently. 

28.   .Parted  with  my  dear  sister,  and  came  to- 
Basingstoke.,    Was  desirous  that  I  might  he  pre^ 
served  in  humility  and  fear;  and -that  my  dieport-, 
ment  might  not  in  any  degree  disgrace  the  c;iuse^ 
dear  P.  S.  is  engaged  so  earnestly  to  prpmote. 
.  30.    Was  at  the  week-day  meeting  at  Whit-, 
churchy  a  little  compaiTy  indeed  5  yet  methought 
the  crook  of  divine  love  was  afresh  ext^nd^d  ia- 
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mrderto  gather  the  outcasts  of  Israel  and  the  dfV 
persed  of  Judah. 

3 1 .  Attended  the  week-^iay  meeting  at  AndoTi^rt 
which  was  to  my  feelings  a  preciously  /favoured 
season*  May  it  prove  so:  to  some  wfaa  were-  pre* 
aent^  and  not  pass  away  like  the  early  dew.  I 
thought  Phebe  eminently  favoured  to  divide  the 
word  aright.. 

Eleventh  Month,  1 799f.r 

4m    Came  ta  Ringwood,  where  my  mind  way- 
dipped  into  a  low  spot,  from  some  discouraging^ 
circumstances.     Was  at  the  week-day  meeting, 
where  I  think  I  was  renewedly  enabled  to  oflSar  up 
my  own  wQl,  desiring  the  Lord's  might  be  done;^^  . 
.  6.     Attended  the  week-day  meeting  at  Poolf' 
SI  season  to  be  remembered  by  me,  for  the  fresh: 
descendings  of  heavenly  dew.     A  laborious  season 
to  dear  Phebe,  who  was  led  m  a  close  line,  to  rouse  ^ 
the  lukewarm'.     Had  a  sweet  little  opportunity  in , 
a  friend's  family  in  the  evening.    Phebe  finding 
we  could  not  go.  to,  Guernsey,  but  in  an  armed: 
yessel,  felt  her  mind  unexpectedly  released  from 
the  voyagej  which  was  a  great  relief  to  my. poor- 
mind. 

15.    Came  to  Sherborne.     Met  unexpectedly, 
and    pleasantly  with  John  Wigham    and    John. 
Abbott,  who  were  on  tbeirjway  to  Guernsey..  Here 
we  got   a  fresh    dip,  respecting    going    thither. . 
Phebe  had  a  meeting  at    the    above-mentioned 
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place :  a  prectous  season  to  my  mind  during  di^ 
silent  part  of  it. 

19.  Went  toSon^rton  ;  dear  Phebe  kiboured* 
abundantly  amongst  the  little  flock  here. 

21.  Game,  to  Bristol,  where  1  had  the  satis* 
fiction  of  meeting  my  beloved  connexions  in 
health,  and  my  dear  sister  better  than  I  had  ex- 
pected J  which  I  esteemed  a  great  favour  added  to* 
the  many,  the  very  many  received  in  my  late' 
journey  J  the  chief  of  which  I  reckon  the 
Lord's  condescending  goodness  in  owning  and 
refreshix^  my  spirit  in  every  meeting  I  sat  in. 

Twelfth  Momth^  i799« 

8.  Sat  in  a  low  spot  this  morning  at  meetings 
vnder  an  humbling  sense  of  my  linworthiness  to 
.iqpproach  perfect  Goodiiess ;  yet  was  favoured  to 
feet  the  healing  waters  administered.  In  the 
evening  shamefully  unwatchful :  poor  unstable 
creaturel 

9.  Parted  with  my  endeared  friend  Phebe  Speak- 
man,  which  was  no  small  trial  to  my  feelings.  * 

1 1.  Attended  the. quarterly  meeting  at  Bridge- 
Water.  I  think  the  meetings  were  favoured  sea- 
sons, biit  I  dldnot  4crive  so  much  benefit  from  them 
as  1  might  have  done,- had  I  kept  rtiort  steadily  on 
the  watch.  David  Sands  gave  us  much  of  his  com- 
.paHyat  the  inn,  and  appeared  several  times  ac- 
ceptably, and  once  remarkably. 

IJ.    I  wrestled  to^ay  at  meeting  as  in  the 


fii^  season,  and  my  endearours  were  not  alto* 
jgether  unblessed. 

1 8.  My  mind  hath  been  much  tried  for  some 
days  past,  yet  this  hath  been  its  humble  language, 
Shall  i  not  drink  of  the  cup  that  thou  handest  me; 
although  its  mixture  be  wormwood  and  gall  ? 

20.  Some  degree  of  sweetness  and  resignation. 
22,  A  precious  season  to  my  poor  soul,  being 
graciously  permitted  to  lean  upon  its  beloved. 
.  24.  A  trying  day  in  taking  leave  of  some  neat 
relations  and  dear  friends  at  Bristol.  A  contriting 
•season  at  dear  Hannah  Stephenson's.  We  parted 
under  a  precious  covering  and  near  sympathy. 

27.  Came  home.  Found  dear  uncle  Kidd  io 
a  very  weak  state,  but  better  than  I  expected. 

31^  Thus  another  year  is  passed  away;  in 
which  I  have,  I  trust,  endured  some  conflict 
with  a  good  degree  of  resignation,  yet  a  sense 
of  manifold  infirmities  is  still  my  companion! 
May  He  who  hath  hitherto  been  my  Rock  and 
my  Shield  be  graciously  pleased  to  preserve  from 
falling,  and  enable  me  to  follow  him,  though  io 
a  crucifying  path. 


JFiusT  Month,  i8oo* 

3 .  Our  Monthly  meeting ;  which  I  thought  a 
low  season.  Afresh  pained  at  the  increasing 
departure  of  a  bdoved  brother  from  the  true  founds- 
^ipH,  all  believe* 


16fl 

8.  Our  quarterly  meeting  at  E^er.  Mburnii^ 
and  lieaviness  of  spirit  were  much  the  clothing  of. 
my  mind,  the  forepart  of  the  meeting ;  yet  after- 
wards  a  little  encouragM  by  the  animating  testi-^ 
mony  of  John  Wigham,  under  a  belief  that  a  renew* 
ed  visitation  was  extended  to  a  backsliding  gene- 
ration. How  excellently  did  he  point  €ut  the  way 
to  life,  and  the  many  stratagems  of  an  unweari^ 
enemy  to  lead  from  it ! 

I4«  Some  disappointments  attending,  I  have 
fek  a  disposition  bordering  on  repining ;  to  which 
at  times  I  have  too  much  yielded  i  at  othersit  liave 
striven  against  it. 

1 6.  Have  felt  renewedly,  pure  desires  begotten 
in  my  heart  after  a  total  resignation  of  my  will  to 
the  Lord's  $  which  I  esteem  a  favour  from  his  bo«in<« 
tifulhand. 

17.  Was  enabled  this  n^orQing"  at  mee^g  to 
cast  down  every  crown  at  the  footstool  of  a  merci^ 
ful  Saviour.:  and  renewedly  to  cravie  preseryatioa 
and -conformity  to  his  will:  which  he  alone:  am 
produce^ 

19.     Again  struggled  after  resignation,  and  was 
enabled  to  ropose  all  my  cares  on  a  merciful  Pro-r 
^dence ;  who  careth  for  the  ravens,  and  who  knows 
1>est  what  to  dispense  to  ihf  workmanship  of  his 
holy  hand. 

2ft.  My  mindh^th  enjoyed  a  good  degree^of 
43uiet  and  resignation  for .  several  days  past.  ; 

^.  Saw  into  the  beauty  and  excellency  of 
walking  by  faith*    O  this  divine  anchor  to  the 
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foul !  Without  its  support  how  often  should  I  have 
fainted  by  thq  way ! 

.  Second  Month,  1800. 

-  /2*-  Am-fearful  my  offerings  were  not  suflScient- 
•ly  umnixed-with  creaturely  zeal;  although  I  think 
jny  desires  were  sincere  that  they  might  be  so- 

9.  This  morning  had  renewedly  ta  number  my 
blessings^  and  see  how  much  I  owed  unto  the  Lord. 
In  the  afternoon  meeting  the  enemy  threw  discou- 
ragements like  a  cloud  over  my  mind :  which  caused 
fne  sore  confiict. 

.  19.  In  my  solitary  walk  to  visit  the  poor,  the 
address  of  the  angel  to  Cornelius,  "Thy  prayers 
^  and'thine  alms  are  come  up  for  a  memorial  before 

**  God/*  sweetly  impressed  my  mind ;  not  that  I 
believe^  it  applicable  to  myself,  well  knowing  how 
improperly  I  perform  my  ^duty  in  these  rejects,  as 
well  as  otheis ;  yet  it  bFOUght  me  into  contrition 
and  aa  hunible  resigned  frame  of  mind. 

04.  My  beloved  uncle  Kidd  appears  hastening 
apac^  tof  die  solemn  close,  crowned  with  fiwejet 
pi^ace.  .He  Said  to-day,  all  would  be  well^  he  never 
before  1^  such  a  prospect  of  it:j  he  .thought  he 
taw  tbeangeb  waiting  to  receive  -him. 

2£^  /Still  drawing  nearer  to  Jiis  everlasting 
habitadon.  We  thought  him  going  diis  evenings 
but  he  revived  again  and  said  he -was-going  to  leave 
a  taroublesome  world.  A  truth  4ve  could  feelii^ly 
^ubscribelo*     . 
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Third  Month,  i8o«. 

7.  A  time  of  wrestling  to-day  at  meeting;  found 
it  hard  work  to  get  my  mind. centred* 

9.  Went  to  meeting  under  depressing  seutt* 
tions  on  account  of  the  increasing  deviation  of  a  bey 
loved  friend ;  yet  have  thankfully  to  acknowledge^ 
my  faith  in  the  divine  all-sufficiency  was  renewed 
by  the  fresh  extensions  of  heavenly  love. 

10.  As  unexpected  as  pleasant  was  the  comps^ 
ny  of  dear  Thomas  CoUey,  who  came  this  afternoon 
and  had  a  public  meeting  in  the  evening :  in  wluch 
he  laboured  abundantly  to  gather  the  people  home 
to  Christ  the  true  foundation  $  inviiing  them  to 
buy  milk  and  wine  without  money  and  without 
price.  These  words  to  me  appeared  fitly  spokeUf 
comparable  to  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver. 

11.  Accompanied  Thomas  Coiley.  to  Guildfordj 
and  attended  the  week-day  meeting.  He  was  again 
led  forth  to*invite  the  strayed  sheep  to  the  true  fbld| 
believing  there  were  present  who  had  been  brought  - 
out  of  Egypt ;  but  because  of  unbelief  had  loitered 
long  in  the  wilderness.  To  these  he  bdieved  tb^ 
call  was  extended,  Come  out  of  the  wilderness  ; 
thou  hast  compassed  this  mountain  kmg  enoi^gh  t 
adding,  ^'  O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didst  thou 
doubt  ?^  A  public  meeting  in  the  evenings  owned 
I  think  by  die  Master  of  our  assemblies* 

^5.  My  revet^d  uncle  Kidd  quietly  departed 
diis  ££e  about  twenty  minutes  past  ten -o'clock  iSM 
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mornings  Peaceful  was  his  close ;  may  my  latter 
end  be  like  his. 

23.  Many  friends  came  to  attend  the  burial 
of  dear  uncle  Kidd^  so  that  the  remains  were  ho- 
nourably attended,  and  borne  to  the  grave  by  his 
friends  who  had  long  known  his  worth.  I  thought 
the  forepart  of  the  meeting  covered  with  solemnity . 

27.  Calm  and  peaceful,  and  I  trust  humbly 
thankful  for  unmerited  blessings. 

30.  My  strength  renewed  in  the  all-sufficiency 
of  him,  under  the  shadow  of  whose  wing  I  (ever 

desire  to  put  my  trust. 

■ 

Fourth  Month,  i8oo. 

I.  Our  quarterly  meeting.  The  meeting  for 
worship  an  exercising  time^  yet  owned  by  him 
who  remains  to  be  the  crown  of  our  religious  assem- 
blies. I  was  enabled  to  get  through  the  business 
of  the  meeting  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction  to 
myself,  and  I  would  hope  to  that  of  my  friends. 
I^y  I  ever  acknowledge  with  thankfulness  whence 
my  help  cometh-,  well  knowing  that  I  can  do  nothing 
-bright  of  myself. 

5.    Think  I  have  been  profitably  employed  most . 
of  this  week  as  to  acdon.  *  I  wish  I  could  add  my 
mind  had  been  equally  soj  but  fear  that  is  not  the 
case. 

10.  My  feelings  have  been  uncommonly  trying 
for  several  days  past.  The  Lord  alone  knows. the 
conflicts  of  a  weak  heart. 

'    H 


II.  Once  more,  after  a  severe  struggle,  I  was 
enabled  to  surrender  my  will»  and  all  that  belongs 
to  me,  into  the  hands  of  ^  merciful  Creator '  well 
knowing  that  he  will  order  all  things  aright  and 
eventually  for  my  good;  although  at  times  faith  may 
be  at  so  low  an  ebb,  I  may  not  be  able  to  see  it* 

13.  Repaired  as  to  the  w:ashing-pool,  from 
"  which  I  returned  sweetly  refreshed. 

15.  Came  to  London  in  order  to  assist  A.  New- 
man in  nursing  her  two  infants  who  are  dangerous- 
ly ill.  Found  them  removed  to  Hampstead.  An 
affecting  scene  presented,  sweet  delicate  Mary 
stretched  on  her  cot,  little  more  than  a  corpse ;  and 
Thomas  almost  as  ill  on  a  bed  near. 

23.  The  sweet  lambs  still  living,  but  the  phy- 
sicians give  no  hopes  of  their  recovery.  How  in- 
scrutable to  us  short-sighted  mortals  are  the  ways 
of  that  wisdom  which  cannot  err. 

30.  Dear  Thomas  breathed  his  last  about  half 
past  six  o^clock  this  morning  without  a  struggle. 
What  a  merciful  release  from  pain  and  sorrow  | 
while  his  darling  sister  is  left  to  struggle  a  while 
liDnger ;  and  her  sufferings  are  a  considerable  addi« 
tion  to  the  grief  of  their  afflicted  parents;  wh# 
bowever  are  supported  to  admiration. 


Fifth  Month,    1800. 

.   9.    Was  at  the  week-day  meeting  at  Chelmsford^ 
and  though  I  bad  nothing  to  boast  of»  yet  have  tm 
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^c]uiowIedge»  that  mj  nund  was  preserrcd  in  ^  de- 
^ee  of  peaceful  quiet* 

12.  Came  to  Stansted  to  the  peaceful  habitation 
of  William  Grover  and  wife, 

I  J.  Attended  their  week-day  meeting}  which 
proved  a  sweetly  refreshing  season  to  my  mind, 

£  Here  some  pages  were  cut  out  of  the  original.  3 

Sixth  Month,   i8©o. 

2.     Came  home  after  attending  the  yearly  meets* 
ing,  which  on  the  whole  was  I   think  eminently 
favoured  with  the  overshadowing  of  heavenly  love 
and  life,  of  which  my  mind  was  permitted  at  seasons 
to  partake ;  though  I  consider  myself  altogether  un- 
worthy such  a  mark  of  divine  regard  ;  yet  at  others 
my  faith  was  tried  as  to  an  hair's^breadth,  and  it 
seemed  as  if  the  enemy  would  have  been  permitted  to  ' 
Jiave  destroyed  every  good  resolution.     The  waves 
indeed  rose  high,  but  the  Lord  in  matchless  mercf 
rebuked  them,  or  else  they  had  gone  over  my  head. 

6.  .  A  precious  baptizing  seascHi  in  our  little 
aireek-day  meeting,  in  which  my  faith  was  renewed 
in  the  all-sufficiency  of  God,  and  my  soul  was 
brought  into  an  humble  acquiescence  to  his  will.;|    • 

8.  Once  more  was  I  permitted  to  lean  as  upon 
the  breast  of  the  Beloved  of  souls,  and  cast  all  my 
cares  upon  him  i  craving  preservation,  and  that  I 
might  be  enabled  to  walk  before  him  with  a  perfect 
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lo.  Affecting  intelligence  indeed  that  defectioa 
of  principle  hath  appeared ;  surely  it  it  a  time  for 
lamentation* 

12.  Much  in  the  valley  j  surely  the  proper  allot- 
hients  for  all  concerned  for  the  precious  cause  of 
truth. 

I  J.  Think  my  mind  was  in  a  good  degree  pro- 
fitably exercised  both  in  the  morningand  afternoon 
fheetings. 

17.     A  degree  of  peaceful-  serenity  hath  been  * 
much  the  covering  of  my  mind  this  day  j  which 
^  ^ath  excited  thankfulness. 

22*  This  day  and  yesterday  have  been  season^ 
of  conflict.  Discouragements  like  a  cloud  have 
come  over  my  poor  mind.  I  think  I  should  have 
.fainted  had  not  the  Lord  sustained  me.  . 

^4*  More  discouraging  circumstances !  Ad- 
verse winds  seem  to  blow  from  all  quarters.  May 
I  be  preserved  in  humility  and  patience. 

29.  Favoured  with  near  access  to  the  Fountain 
of  light  and  life.  Blessed  privilege !  May  I  make 
j^uitable  returns.       * 

30.  Went  to  Wandsworth,  under  very  depressed 
feelings,  hearing  some  wereJikely  to  attend  our 
ijuarterly  meeting,  who  were  opposed  to  the  truth, 
as  it  is  in  Jesus. 


Seventh  Month,  1800. 


I.    I  could  compare  our  sittmg  down  to-day  at 
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meeting  to  nothing  short  of  two  armies  in  battle 
array.  In  great  abasedness  of  soul  did  a  remnant 
approach  the  Lord,  beseeching  that  he  would  arise 
for  the  sake  of  his  oppressed  ieed,  and  surely  I 
thought  he  fought  for  us ;  and  marvellous  it  was* 
in  the  eyes  of  some  of  us,  who  rendered  the  praise  , 
where  it  was  alone  due. 

ID.  The  last  few  days  rather  unsettled,  having 
been  in  daily  expectation  of  going  irdm  home,  and. 
as  often  disappointed,  yet  the  better  part  not  wholly 
neglected,  I  trust. 

!!•  My  spiritual  strength  and  confidence  re-, 
newed  to-day  in  our  little  silent  gathering.  How 
often  do  I  lament  that  so  few  come  up  to  these, 
solemn  feasts,  for  want  of  a  right  exercise  of  mind 
and  attention  to  the  gift  within  themselves.  Came 
to  Alton. 

1 3 .  Dear  Elizabeth  Coggeshall  and  Abigail  Pirn 
came.  A  degree  of  divine  favour  attended  both 
meetings ;  though  the  evening  meeting  was  heavy 
towards  the  conclusion.       ' 

19.  My  mind  sweetly  consoled.  In  the  belief 
that  it  has  of  late  been  a  time  of  increasing  watch-' 
fulness,  and  I  would  hope  of  some  little  growth. 

22.  Rathei;  a^  laborious  meeting  for  want  of 
united  exercise  of  spirit.  Oh  !  what  avails  our  pre- 
senting our  bodies,  if  our  hearts  are  wandering  ? 
Surely  God  will  not  be  mocked.  Such  as  we  sow,' 
such  shall  we  reap  :  an  awful  consideration !  May  it 
exCite  to  greater  diligence. 

H  3 
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2J.  The  enemy  of  all  good  desires  was  busy 
this  morning  at  meeting,  in  endeavouring  to  dravr 
my  mind  from  its  proper  centre  j  yet  trust  he  did 
not  gain  much  advantage  over  me,  I  went  in  the 
evening  under  discouragement,  but  it  proved,  con- 
trary to  my  expectation,  a  sweetly  refreshing  season, 
feeling  the  dew  of  heaven  rest  upon  my  branches. 
Thus  bountiful  is  God  to  the  workmanship  of  his 
hand. 

30.  A  trying  meeting,  in  part  owing  to  the  ex- 
treme heat  of  the  weather,  I  waited  long  without 
obtaining  5  but  before  the  meeting  closed,  the  Lord^ 
in  great  condescension,  satisfied  my  soul  with  hit 
life-giving  presence. 


Eighth  Month,  z8oo. 

!•  A  day  of  trial ;  yet  I  think  resignttion  waft 
in  good  degree  attained  to :  for  which  1  was  thsmk* 
fill,  well  knowing  it  is  not  at  my  command. 

3.  Sat  at  Wisdom's  gate,  where  my  soul  .wat 
secretly  and  sweetly  instructed. 

6.  Favoured  with  near  access  to  that  rirer  the 
streams  whereof  make  glad  the  whole  heritage  of 
God.     Returned  from  meeting  sweetly  refreshed. 

8.  A  degree  of  sweet  resignation  to  suffer  what* 
ever  the  Lord  should  see  meet  to  dispense  to  his 
unworthy  creature,  was  the  covering  of  my  spirit 
this  day. 
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J  7t  The  prayer  of  Agur  was  adopted  by  me  lo* 
day.  Both  morning  and  evening  were  precioii^ 
seasons  to  my  waiting  soul. 

23.  The  last  three  days  have  been  wholly  occu- 
pied in  attending  the  dying  bed  of  cousin  Agnes 
JBlose[of  Alton  j^  who  had  a  Icmg  conflict  j  which  was 
affecting  to  our  affectionate  feelings :  yet  we  had 
the  consoling  hope  that  the  better,  part  was  safely 
centred  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy;  and  that 
she  was  not  sensible  of  bodily  suffering.  She 
breathed  her  last  about  four  o^clock  this  morning, 
and  her  wearied  spirit  I  doubt  not  is  at  rest.  I  trust 
^ofitablyhiunbled  undera  sense  of  some  Weaknesses 
I  fell  into  through  un watchfulness. 

27.  Love  to  God  and  good-will  to  men  have 
)>een  much  the  disposition  of  my  heart  for  severitl 
wdUys  past. 

Ninth  Month  >  i9oo« 

4.  Oh  this  warfare !  When  will  it  be  accom- 
plished ?  May  it  be  faithfully  maintainad  on  my 
part,  is  my  sincere  desire ;  yet  without  divine  assist- 
ance I  know  I  am  unequal,  and  therefore  humbly 
.crave  its  continuance:  for  surely  the  l^ord  hath 
hitherto  helped  me,  else  I  had  long  ago  perished.^ 

10  Met  with  a  trying  circumstance  before  I 
went  to  meeting  this  morning,  which  so  unsettled 
my  mind  that  I  reaped  but  little  advantage  from 
going.  John  Newton  and  his  niece  dined  with  us. 
He  appeared  a  tender  spirited  man^  which  is  ever 

H  4 
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bcinutiful  in  old  age.  He  gave  us  some  interesting 
information  respecting  his  friend  Cowper  j  whom 
he  could  not  mentioh  without  tears. 

13  Came  home  and  found  my  dear  relations 
well,  which  1  esteem  a  favour. 

17.  A  large  number  of  the  labouring  poor 
assembled  together,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred, 
on  Account  of  the  high  price  of  provisions ;  but  were 
prevailed  upon  to  disperse  without  doing  any  mis^ 
chief,  as  they  had  threatened.  It  was  an  awful 
season,  but  my  mind  was  mercifully  preserved 
calm,  trusting  iit  Him,  who,  I  knew,  could  set 
bounds  to  the  wrath  of  man.  Without  this  un^ 
shaken  confidence  where  could  we  flee  for  succour, 
in  the  time  of  conflict  and  trial. 

21.  I  studied  to  be  quiet  and  mind  my  owa 
business,  but  found  it  hard  work  to  keep  in  thk 
frame  of  mind. 

23*  Attended  our  monthly  nieeting  ^  a  humbling 
season  to  my  mind.  Drank  tea  with  a  beloved ' 
friend,  on  whose  account  I  felt  more^than  I  can 
express.  O,  that  he  may  yet  be  brought  back  to 
the  true  fold,  was  and  is,  the  ardent  desire  of  my 
soul  1 

27.  Felt  something  of  a  real  "hunger  after  the 
bread  of  life. 

28.  Was  desirous  of  hungering  and  thirsting 
patiently  to-day  at  meeting ;  believing  it  was  not^ 
season  of  rejoicing. 
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Tenth  Month,  1800.  * 

r.  Attended  our  quarterly  meeting  "t  Ryegatc, 
irhere  I  trust  I  was  enabled  to  bear  my  portion  of 
suffering  without  murmuring.  It  was  in  truth  a 
low  time. 

3.     My  spiritual  strength  ireasurably  renewed. 

16.  **  Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God,"  sweetly 
impressed  my  mind  in  the  morning;  an  injunctioa 
I  was  desirous  of  obeying. 

19.  The  week-day  meeting.  Had  to  remember 
the  Lord's  gracious  dealings  with  me  from  my 
youth,  atid  see  how  vast  my  debt  is  to  the  Lord. 

23.     Had  to  trace  back  some  painful  steps  I  have . 
taken  in  the  crucifying  path ;   when  my  will   was 
once  more  reduced,  yea  all   tl\at  was  within  me 
lx>Wed  at  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  I  had  renewedly 
to  feel  something  of  adoption  rest  upon  me :  an  ex- . 
perience  more  precious  then  rubles  ! 

Eleyenth  Month,  i8bo, 

2.  Had  to  go  again  into  the  stripping-room, 
and  renewedly  to  acknowledge  that  in  me,  as 
a  creature,  dwelleth  no  good  thing. 

7.  My  dwelling  hath  been  much  in  the  valley 
for  several  days  past ;  and  at  times  have  been  fa- 
voured to  feel  something  of  the  dew  rest  upon  me, 
4n  this  solitary  situation. 

9*    An  unusual  sadness,  hath  been  the  covering 
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of  fAy  mind  of  late*  What  it  portends  I  know  not^ 
but  have  desired  to  leave  all  to  the  disposal  of  that 
wisdom  which  cannot  err* 

ID.  How  often  do  I  think  mj  will  slain ;  and 
that  I  desire  nothing  but  the  will  of  God!  Yet 
,  again  and  again  do  I  find  a  disposition  that  would  be 
choosing  and  carving  for  itself.  Oh,  this  continued 
warfare !  When  will  it  be  accomplished,  and  my 
weatied  spirit  find  rest  ? 

14.  Some  little  time  ago,  I  was  favoured  witb 
the  svstaining  belief  that  I  Was  encrea^ing  in  holy 
stability,  and  in  some  degree  in  the  saving  know- 
ledge of  God ;  but  of  late  I  have  seemed  so  left  tO' 
a:  sense  of  my  own  weakness  and  insufficieney, 
that  I  have  been  ready  to  fear  at  times  I  should 
become  a  prey  to  the  devourer.  . 

1 6.     A  little,  of  the  hidden  manna  in  great  mercy 
dispensed  to  my  hungry  soul,  in  my  silent  waiting: 

« 

to-day  at  meeting. 

19.  More  tranquil  and  comfortable;  which  I 
esteem  an  unmerited  favour  bestowed  upon  a 
worm. 

21.  Favoured  with  some  degree  of  heavenly 
communion  in  my  silent  waiting  to-day  at  meeting* 
Inestimable  privilege!  May  I  ever  prize  it,  as  it 

deserves. 

23.     My  state  of  mind  to-day  at  meeting  much  ' 
resembled  that  of  the  poor   publican.     I   was  im- 
pressed with  so  deep  a  sense  of  my  infirmities,  tha* 
Ithotfght  myself  unworthy  to  hold  communioil    . 
^ith  him  who  is  perfect  purity. 


t<).     This  week  hath  passed  peicefulfjr  a\<^y, 
and  I  would  hope  not  wholly  uriimproired. 


TwiLFTH  Month,  1800. 

'2.    Our  monthly  meeting,  a  day   of    exercise 
and  mourning  to  me,  from  the  increasing  deviation 
of  some,  from  whom  we  had  hoped  better  things. 
5»     Was  enabled  to  discharge    my  duty  as  au 
overseer,  though  in  a  cross  to  my  own  will* 

12.  Sat  in  a  good  degree  of  nothingness  to-daj 
at  meeting, 

14.  Was  favoured  with  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  divine  favour,  in  my  silent  waiting  this  morning. 
Rethought  it  somewhat  resembled  the  morning 
-stars  singing  together  for  joy*  I  thought  before  I 
left  the  meeting,  it  was  preparatory  to  some  fresh 
trial>  and  so  it  proved  1  for  soon  after  I  met  with  a 
circumstance  which  severely  wounded  my  bestlif^ 
80  that  heaviness  of  heart  was  my  portion  the  rest 

^  of  the  day. 

15.  Think  I  hav6  faithfully  discharged  my  duty 
towards  a  beloved  friend  j  yet  feel  much  tried  and 
borne  down  with  grief. 

19.  Still  desirous  that  my  dwelling  may  be  ijx 
the  valley ;  and  sometimes  think  how  light  the  afflic- 
tions of  time  will  appear,  if  in  the  end  I  am  but 
favoured  to  reach  the  haven  of  rest:  where  all  tears 
will  be  wiped  away,  and  sighing  and  sorrow  cease* 

a^«    My  fee&igt  afresh  wouodtd,  ^ 
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^i.  My  faith  and  confidence  renewed  in  the  all- 
^uflSciency  of  God.  Without  this  divines  anchor, 
how  often  should  I  have  fainted  by  the  way. 

23.  0>  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  walk  more  in 
the  path  of  simplicity  and  self-renunciation, 

24.  ^  A  day  of  renewed  exercise  and  trial  of  faith 
and  patience. 

29.  Unpleasant  intelligence  from  various  quarters. 
0>  to  keep  quiet  and  patient  under  the  trials  of  the 
day. 

30.  Much  depressed!  And  now  I  am  come 
another  year  nearer  the  end  of  this  probationary 
state:  which  feels  rather  pleasant,  having  little  to 
expect  in  this  life  but  a  succession  of  trial,  every 
pleasant  picture  being  stained  in  view,  doubtless 
for  wise  and  good  purposes.  O,  that  the  Lord 
livho  hath  hitherto  been  my  helper,  my  sun  and  my 
^shield,  may  be  still  pleased  to  preserve  me  in  a  state 
of  humble  daily  dependance  upon  him,  resigning  all 
into  his  holy  hand. 


First  MoNfil,  i8oi. 

1.  Felt  iiflore  tranquil  and  calm  than  for  several 
dlayspast. 

2.  Think  I  missed  my  way  to-day,  which  was  a 
source  of  humiliation.  O,  to  be  enabled  to  make 
straight  steps  to  my  feet. 

6w.  Attended  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Esher. 
We  sat  down  a  pc^r  companyi  and  I  felt  much  di»- 
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cquraged ;  yet  I  thought  truth  arose  into  5ome  de« 
gree  of  dominion :  which  I  esteemed  an  unmerited 
favour. 

1 6.  This  week  hath  mostly  been  devoted  tt> 
the  service  of  others  ^  in  which  I  hope  I  have  bprne 
the  cross,  with  some  degree  of  faithfulness. 

i8.  My  mind  much  encumbered,  so  that  I  fear 
instead  of  being  benefited  by  going  to  meeting,  h 
incurred  condemnation. 

24.  Often  am  I  ready  to  adopt  the  words  of 
the  poet^  "  O,  for  a  lodge  in  some  vast  wilder- 
««ness,"  &c. 

25.  The  petition  of  my  heart  this  day  has  been 
that  ^e  Lord  would  be  pleased  tp  cut  the  thread 
of  my  life,  rather  than  suffer  me  to  live  separated 
from  him. 

30.  Favoured  with  some  access  to  the  ''  foiiir- 
tain  opened  to  the  house  of  David,  and  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerusalem."  Inestimable  privilege  ! 


Secokd  Month,  1801. 

3.  Our  monthly  meeting,  where  though  I  had 
to  moumover  the  desolation  of  our  Zion;  yet  wii* 
also  favoured  with  a  renrwed  evidence  that  my  Re- 
deemer liveth :  an  experience  more  precious  than 
the  increase  of  corn,  wine  and  oil.  ^ 

8.  Methought  I  felt  something  like  a  renewed 
call  to  |ioiiness>  and  more  unreserved  dedii^ation  of 
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heart,  to  which  I  desired  to  yield.  In  the  ifternooi^ 
meeting  shamefully  hikewarm. 

19.  Jacob  Bell  had  a  meeting  with  us«  He 
was  dipped  into  the  low  state  of  things  amongst  us^ 
and  led  to  war«  the  rebellious. 

26.  Much  indisposed  most  of  this  week :  yet 
my  mind  has  centered  far  too  much  in  earthly  things, 
which  at  seasons,  have  led  me  to  mourn  over  mf 
statej  and  crave  deliverance. 


Third  Month,  i8oi# 

6.  Though  poor  and  weak>  and  altogether  un- 
worthy, the  Lord  in  great  condescension  contfited 
my  spirit  before  him,  and  sweetly  refreshed  it. 

8.  Felt  so  stripped  and  destitute  of  good,  that 
I  had  little  more  to  offer  than  a  sigh  and  a  tear. 

13.  ITiough  I  thought  I  went  to  meeting  to- 
day in  a  proper  frame  of  mind,  yet  felt  little  but 
leanness  and  poverty. 

18.  Being  free  frdtn  inquietudes  of  late,  my 
mind  has  been  uncommonly  prone  to  centre  in  out- 
ward: comforta ;  yet  at  times  I  have  felt  desiroOs 
f^  watching  over  myself  with  a  godly  jealousy. 

2a«  Was  rencwedly  desirous  of  being  redeemed 
irom  a  groveling  disposition ;  and  that  my  affec- 
tions might  be  fixed  on  the  alone  substantial  good. 

a6.  Felt  sbmething  of  that  peace  which  the 
"iworld  cftn  neither  give  nor  wholly  destroy:  si 
blessing  far  above  rubies. 
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29-  Thittk  I  sat  in  a  good  degree  of  nothingnesf 
to-day  at  meeting. 

31.  Attended  our  monthly  meeting  at  Guild* 
ford,  though  poorly  in  health,  in  which,  I  think,  I 
laboured  according  to  my  small  measure. 


Fourth  Month,  1801. 

« 

4.  Our  dear  friends,  Mary  Sweat  and  Charity 
Cook,  from  America,  came  in  very  unexpectedly  ^ 
which -I  esteemed  a  favour, 

5.  A  precious  season  in  the  morning,  in  which 
Mary  Sweat,  Charity  Cook  and  Deborah  Molino 
appeared  encouragingly.  A  public  meeting  in  the 
evening  which  I  thought  a  favoured  one,  the  people 
uncommonly  still  and  attentive. 

6.  Accompanied  our  dear  friends  to  Guildford, 
where  we  had  a  public  meeting.  Mary  Sweat 
particularly  addressed  a  tried  state. 

-  7;  Our  quarterly  meeting,  in  which  my  spirit 
was  contrited  under  a  sense  of  my  own  insufficiency 
for  every  good  word  and  work ;  yet  was  enabled 
to  get  pretty  comfortably  through  the  business,  I 
hope,  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  friends. 

26.  Still  poorly  -  in  health,  though  my  spiritual 
Strength  was  measurably  renewed  in  the  morning 
meeting ;  the  eveoiog  meeting  inexpressibly  trying. 
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•  Fifth  Month,  i8ei.      ;  * 

3.  Was  renewedly  convinced  that  it  would  not- 
do  to  feed  upon  yesterdajf's  nianna,  and  I  desired  not 
to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness. 

4.  Took  a  sweet  meditative  walk  this  evening,  i 
9.     Turned  over  some  of  the  past  leaves  of  my 

life,  and  numbered  part  of  the  many  blessings  be- 
stowed upon  me,  by  a  merciful  and  bountiful  Cre- 
ator. O  my  soul,  how  much  owest  thou  ?  May 
this  be  thy  frequent  inquiry. 

to.  Had  this  morning  renewedly  to  set  up  my 
Ebenezer,  and  say, "  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 
me."  **  Krep  thy  foot  when  thou  goest  to  the 
house  of  God,"  was  the  watchword  as  I  sat  down 
in  the  afternoon,  but  I  lost  ground,  and  gave  way  to 
a  roving  disposition,  which  brought  deserved  con- 
demnation and  sorrow. 

12.  Peaceful  and  tranquil. 

15.  Some  renewal  of  my  Spiritual  strength. 
Came  to  Alton  in  ord^er  to  set  my  sister  at  liberty 
to  attend  the  yearly  meeting. 

17.  Precious  heart-tendering  seasons  both 
morning  and  evening,  which  I  esteemed  an  un^ 
merited  favour. 

20.  A  trying  day  from  indisposition  ^  but  di* 
vine  good  was  not  wholly  withheld  at  meeting. 

22.  I  think  tke  duties  of  this  day  hare  been 
measurably  fulfilled. 

27  A  snare  thrown  in  my  way  this  mojming 
to  which  I  too  mdch  yielded  ^  but  humbling  my- 
self before  the  Lordj  whose  compassion  faileth  noty 
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ne  was  pleased  to  restore  health  to  my  soul :  aa 
unmerited  mercy  indeed ! 

29.  A  trying  day  to  my  feelings  5  yet  laboured 
after  resignation,  which  I  was  favoured  measurably 
to  attain  to» 

31.  A  trying  day,  from  indisposition  j  but  not 
without  divine  refreshment. 

Sixth  Month,  1801. 

1 1 .  Days  of  trial  from  extreme  heat  and  debility. 

12.  John  Abbott  and  Samuel  Rundell  were 
at  our  week-day  meeting :  Samuel  Rundell  was  led 
in  a  close  line  to  the  earthly  minded,  and  after- 
wards had  a  word  of  encouragement  to  the  mourners 
in  Zion«  ts  had  John  Abbott.  A  public  meeting  in 
the  evening,  which  I  think  was  more  satisfactory 
dian  such  opportunities  often  are. 

lo.  ^*  The  King's  daughter  is  all  glbriout  within, 
her  clothing  is  of  wrought  geld,''  impressed  my 
mind  at  meeting  this  morning ;  which  led  to  an  exi* 
amination  to  see  how  far  I  resembled  her.  I  fear 
there  is  yet  much  alloy,  much  work  for  the  fire 
and  hammer.  May  I  stand  resigned  to  their  puri- 
fying operations. 

26.  Was  renewedly  desirous  of  washing  my 
hands  in  innocency  ^  that  so  I  might  compass  the 
altar  of  God. 

78.  The  Lord  is  still  blessing  Zion  and  satisfy- 
ing her  poor  with  bread.  Though  this  was  my 
kkssed  experience  in  the  morning  meeting  I  wr  b  in 
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die  afternoon  lukewarm,  partly  o^nng  to  the  op* 
pressive  heat  of  the  weather. 

29.  Retired  pleasantly  a  while  this  evening  out 
of  the  encumbering  things  of  this  world,  which  I 
find  engross  too  much  of  my  precious  time» 


Seventh  Month,  i8oi» 

3.     Rather  a  low  time  at  meeting  to-day* 

4«  My  niece  was  this  day  married.  I  was  s^ 
much  indisposed  that  I  could  feel  little  ability  for 
any  thing  more,  than  some  aspirations  for  her  pre* 
servation. 

9*  Reached  Bristol  about  noon:  found  our 
^ar  rdations  welK    . 

10.  Attended  the  week-day  meeting.  In  iim 
afternoon  went  to  Pill  to  see  if  our  dear  fiiendi 
Saihuel  Smhh  and  Sarah  Stephenson  had  sailed^ 
found  them  on  shore  at  John  Grace's.  Spent  a  p)ea» 
•mt  evening  with  them.  They  were  led  in  an  en- 
couraging line,  in  an  opportunity  after  tea  \  sweets 
}y  exhorting  to  an  encreasing  faithfulness  and  pa- 
ti^it  enduring  to  the  end. 

13.  Their  weekday-meeting  silent,  butaseasoft 
^f  sweet  solace  to  my  poor  feeble  mind. 

19.     A  trying  day  from  indisposition. 

21.  Week-day  meeting;  dear  Hannah  Stephen- 
KOn  appeared  acceptably.  I  was  too  lukewarm  my. 
lelf.    Came  in  the  afternoon  to  "Weston. 

23.    Walked  for  some  hours  on  the  beach,  ad-^ 
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miring  the  majesty  and  beauty  of  the  oc^n  ^  tnd 
the  power  and  wisdom  of  Him  who  created  it  | 
setting  bounds  apd  limits  to  its  proud  waves^  saying 
** Hitherto  shalt  thou  come,  but  no  further/V 

25.  Sweet  and  peaceful  in  this  humble  coltagei 
where  I  see  how  few  things  are  really  needful.  A 
sense  of  multiplied  blessings  hath  bowed  my  spirit 
this  morning. 

26.  Walked  on  the  beach  before  breakfast 
After  it  retired  into  t  field  to  commune  a  little  with 
my  own  heart  and  be  still. 

27.  Retired  a  while;  but  could  feel  fittle  of  that 
life  and  love  which  sustains  and  comforts  the  soul. 

31.  Came  to  Bristol,  attended  the  week»day 
meeting,  which  was  a  season  of  favour  to  my  souh 
I  was  consoled  in  the  remembrance  that  the  sefw 
Tant  who  gained  but  two  talents  to  those  commit* 
ted  to  his  care  was  accepted  as  well  as  he  who 
bad  gained  five* 

Eighth  Month,  i9qu 

2»  A  contriting  season  at  meeting  this  morning 
during  the  tinie  of  silence.  Came  to  Weston  in 
the  afternoon. 

4.  How  are  the  Lord's  mergies  renewed  from 
day  to  day ;' sustaining,  consoling^  and  instructing 
the  attentive  mind ! 

8.  The  rest  of  this  week  spent  in  peaceful  re» 
lirement  at  Weston :  I  hope  not  unimproved. 
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lo.  A  day  to  be  remembered  for  the  fresh  de- 
icendings  of  heavenly  dew,  and  pure  aspirations 
after  holiness. 

14.  Renewed  my  spiritual  strength  to-day  at 
hieeting.     What  a  favour! 

18.  ShamefuHy  lukewarm  at  meeting  this 
morning,  which  brought  deserved  condemnation. 

23.  Some  life  attended  the  morning  meeting  5 
the  evening  I  thought  painfully  dull.  . 

25.  Favoured  with  sweet  acc^s  to  the  throne 
of  grace  5  where  I  craved  the  continuance  of  di- 
rine  regard,  and  preservation  from  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  evil. 

30.  A  time  of  searching  of  heart ;  and  the 
petition  of  it  was  that  the  Lord  would  be  pleased 
to  do  my  work  in  me  and  for  me,  seeing  my  insuf- 
ficiency even  to  regulate  my  thoughts  aright.  Dear 
Geofge  Dillwyn  ministered  unto  us  clothed  with 
best  authority ;  and  I  thought  divided  the  word 
aright.  Had  a  sweet  little  opportunity  after  supper 
ai^nn  Till  Adams'. 

31.  .  Spent  the  day  in  sweet  society:  dear  bro* 
ther  Samuel  with  us. 


Ninth  Month,  1801. 

12.  The  rest  of  this  week  confined  by  a  cold 
and  fever  \  yet  fear  it  has  not  been  much  improved*. 
Attended  the  morning  meeting,  in  which  my  spiri- 
tualstrength  was  sweetly  renewed,  George  Dillwyn 
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appeared  largely  and  acceptably,  and  also  Phebe 
BJakes.  Phebe  Blakes  and  Sarah  Lynes  dined  with 
us.  The  latter  addressed  my  dear  mother  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  and  after  muclf  encourage- 
jncnt  told  her,  that  she  believed  that  after  the  war-  - 
fare  was  compleated,^  she  would  be  gathered  as  a 
shock  of  corn  fully  ripe  into  the  heavenly  garner. 
Then  she  encouraged  poor  me  to  hold  on  my  way; 
believing,  though  I  was  permitted  to  pass  as 
through  the  waters,  the  waves  should  not  overr 
whelm  me ;  and  through  the  fire,  the  flames  should 
not  kindle  upon  me,  &c. 

1 6.  The  quarterly '  meeting  [  for  Bristol  and 
Somersetshire] :  I  thought  it  a  time  of  gathering. 
The  wing  of  antient  Goodness  was  sensibly  spread  , 
over  us,  to  the  rejoicing  of  the  spirits  of  some  of  usj 
dear  Ssgrab  Lynes  and  Phebe  Blakes  appeared  ac- 
jceptably  among  us ;  and  were  agaiQ  exercised  in 

the  meeting  for  discipline,  to  call  the  youth  to  come 
home  and  build  upon  the  alone  sure  foundation, 

Christ  Jesus  the  Rock  of  ages .  4$f 

1 8,     Took  leave  of  my  beloved  relations  and 

friends;  and  came  to  Salisbury.  I  was  very  ill  the 

greater  part  of  the  day  and  the  night  following  \ 

yet  came  on  to  Alton  next  day. 

2o.     Again  laid  upon  the  bed  of  sickness.    Have 

renewedly  desired  that  my  will  may  not  in  any  wise 

oppose  the  Lord's  will. 

25.     The  quarterly  meeting  [for  Hampshire], 

Some  degree  ef  favour  I  thought  attenc(ed   the 
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meeting  to-day.     I  think  I  felt  thankful  thai  I  was 
permitted  to  sit  with  my  dear  friends. 

26.  Returned  home  after  an  absence  of  three 
months. 

29.  Received  the  affecting  intelligence-of  the 
removal  of  my  sweet  nephew  John  Waring ;  yet 
think  it  an  unspeakable  consolation  that  he  is 
gathered  with  the  beauty  of  innocency  upon  him. 
dALttended  our  Monthly  meeting,  a  contriting  season. 


Tenth  Month,  1801.. 

3,  A  day  of  joy  to  th6usands:  peace  being 
once  more  restored  to  this  guilty  land  j  in  addition 
to  the  blessing  of  a  plentiful  harvest.  It  hasrenewed- 
Jy  bowed  my  spirit  before  a  gracious  and  long  suf- 
fering God;  desiring .  such  unmerited  mercy  may 
not  pass  unacknowledged,  or  unimproved. 
■  5.  Methought  the  dew  of  heaven  rested  Upon 
«ie  this  day,  which  sweetly  contrited  my  spirit 
before  a  merciful  God. 

10.  Have  desired  to  bear  my  allotted  portion 
i)f  sufiering  with  patience  and  resignation. 

1 1 .  Was  desirous  that  my  offering  this  mom*- 
ing  might  not  be  polluted  with  self,  but  of  the 

'Lord's  preparing,   well  knowing  it  is    his  own 
works,  which  alone  can  acceptably  praise  him.    - 

14.     Have  had  my  time  pretty  fully  occupied, 
fer  sevesal  days,  and  my  mind  at  times  beset  wttk 
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a  temptation,  from  which  I  craved  deliverance: 
at  other  times  sweetly  tranquil  and  resigned. 

i8.  Instructive  seasons  both  tnorning  and 
afternoon  meetings. 

2^*  Went  to  meeting  with  a  mind  encumbered 
with  care  and  anxiety,  expecting  but  little  conso- 
lation ;  yet  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  lift  up  the 
light  of  his  countenance  upon  me,  which  encou- 
xaged  nie  to  repose  my  all  in  him  ;  who  assuredly  is 
a  God  nigh  at  hand,  and  a  present  help  in  the 
needful  time. 


ELEVrENTH  Month,  tSoi* 

I.  My  soul  sweetly  replenished  with  celestial 
rain,  which  qualified  to  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise 
to  an  all  bountiful  God. 

8.  Sweetly  called  to  mind  the  Lord's  mercies 
in  visiting  my  poor  soul,  when  tlead  in  trespasses 
and  in  sin,  saying,  *^  Let  there  be  light  and  there 
•*  was  light."  O  may  the  work  of  the  new  cre- 
alioa  go  on,  breathing  continixaUy  glory  to  God^ 
and  good-will  towards  man. 

I  a.  This  week,  like  the  foregoing,  pretty  much 
occupied  with  an  afflicted  relation. 
..  /'.     13.      Repaired  this   morning    to  the  healing 
WStess,  which  I  was  favoured  to  feel  flow  like  a 
edream  to  my  thirsty  soul. 

ao*  Another  tcyiag  week;  yet  was  favoured 
^s  morning  to  rise  a  little  above  these  encumbev- 
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mg  things,   and  press  through  the  ^rbwd,  and 

touch  the  hem  of  His  garment^  in  whom  is  HTing 

▼irtue. 

27.     Was   favoured  resignedly  to    lean   u](M)n' 

the  beloved  of  souls,  who  remains  a  covert  from 

the  wind  and  the  storm. 

•       •   •■» 
Twelfth  Month,  1801. 

3.  Poorly  and  disquieted  with  trifles;  yet  was 
enabled  to  overcome  it  in  a  good  degree. 

II.     Spent  most  of  this  week  at  GuiKiford,  I 
-  trust  not  altogether  unprofitahly,  feeling  frequent 
aspirations  after  a  state  of  purity  and  holiness|. 

13.  Was  afresh  dipped  into  close  exercise  on 
account  of  the  wanderers  5  earnestly  breathing  for 
the  restoration  of  such,  and  the  salvation  of  nian- 
kind  universally.  t 

16.     David  Sands  came  to  our  house,  and  had 
a  publick  meeting  in  the  evening,  which  I  thought 
a  solemn  one.     He  was  strengthened  to  preach 
Jesus,  inviting  the  people  to  come  to  him,  the  ' 
fountain  of  living  waters. 

19.  I  accompanied  David  Sands  to  Issingtony. 
[and]  dined  at  Wanborough.  An  opportunity 
occurred  in  which  life  sweetly  addressed  the 
family.  My  mind  was  deeply  bowed  on  their^ 
account. 

20.  Came  to  Alton.  Attended  the  two  tm 
ings,  which  I  thought  favoured  sesrsons,and  David: 
Sands  was  led  to  speak  to  the  state  of  those- 
present.  .  ^    . 


-  ji .  Confined  from  an  acddent,  which  I  fca# 
I  have  not  sufficiently  improved ;  though  I  believe 
[the  time]  not  idly  spent,  yet  my  thoughts  have 
not  been  sufficiently  under  divine  regulati|c)n.  In- 
deed it  has  seemed,  at  times*  as  if  I  was  left  to . 
myself,  to  show  me  what  a  very  weak  creature  I 
am.  Tet  some  aspirations  after  a  better  state 
have  ascended  at  seasons. 

T  ■  * 

First  Mokth,  1802. 

I.  Our  monthly  meeting.  The  meeting  for 
worship  a  season  of  deep  abasement  to  me,  think- 
ing myself  unworthy  to  approach  the  Purest  of 
Beings,  yet  sensible  I  was  indebted  to  him  for  the 
many  blessings  with  which  I  was  surrounded.  In 
the  meeting  for  discipline '  desired  leave  to  with- 
draw as  clerk ;  not  from  a  wish  to  be  less  service- 
able to  society,  but  from  a  belief  that  some  diffident 
mmds  should  be  brought  forward  into  service. 

3.  Was  enabled  to  rise  above  the  corruption  of 
my  nature  and  centre  a  while  in  the  supreme  good. 
Great  indeed  is  the  compassion  of  God  towards  the 
meanest  of  his  works.     O,  that  I  was  more  worthy. 

4.  Our  quarterly  meeting,  a  dull  time.  The 
meeting  for  worship  short ;  and  so  many  words^ 
dM  my  mind  got  hardly  stayed. 

\fOk  Trust  I  was  enabled  this  morning  to  wor- 
ship the  Father  of  spirits  with  some  degree  of  ac- 
ceptance.    What  a  favour ! 

17.    The  desire  of  my  heart  lfa»  day  has  beenr 
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that  we  of  the  middle-aged  might  be  as  way-majk« 
to  the  beloved  youth,  inviting  them,  in  the  language 
of  example,  **  Follow  us  as  we"  are  endeavouring  to . 
"  follow  Christ."     A  deep  sense  of  the  depravity  of 
great  part  of  the  human  race  affected  my  mind,^d  ] 
raised  cries  to  the  Father  of  mercies  that  they  mighty 
be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  himself  and  be* 
saved. 

19.  Have  been  turning  over  some  of  the  past 
leaves  of  my  life ;  and  entering  afresh  into  the 
chambers  of  sorrow  in  my  dear  father's  illness  and. 
my  own,  under  which  trials  the  Lord  mercifully  sus- 
tained me.  A  sense  of  his  unmerited  goodnesa  to 
ipe,  all  my  life*  long  unto  this  very  day,  and  of  my 
own  continued  unworthioess  has  at  this  time  bowed 
my  spirit  before  him. 

.31.  I  was  mercifully  enabled  this  morning  to 
rise  above  the  things  of  this  life,  and  favoured  UN 
partake,  according  to  my  measure,  of  the « joys  of 
God's  salvation.  In  the  afternoon  a  sigh  and  a  tear 
'<vcre  all  Ihad  to  offer ;  yet  believed  it  profitable  to 
know  how  to  want,  as  well  as  to  know  how  to  a- 
bound ;  and  to  be  renewedly  convinced  that .  the 
latter  is  not  at  our  x:ommand. 


Second  Month,  1802* 


>••' 


2.  Our  monthly-meeting  at  Guildford,  in  which 
was  renewedly  desirous  of  repairing  to  the  ancient 
foundation,  yet  foiilid  it  hard  work  to  gee  to  it.    J 


.1 


TO.     The  last  few  days  much  devoted  to  the  ser-*^ 
Tice  of  others^  though  \  fear  not  much  spiritually 
improved. 

12.  I  went  to  meeting  this  morning  in  a  com- 
fortable frame  of  mind ;  but  the  enemy  of  all  good 
soon  taught  its  unwary  attention,  and  l^d  it  into  the  - 
fields  of  imagination,  where  it  remained  for  some  - 
time  captivated ;  but  the  good  remembrancer, 
who  was  also  near,  drew  it  in  mercy  towards  him- 
self, showing  me  my  folly ;  which  cost  me  many 
tears,  and  in,  I  trust,  true  contrition  of  soul,  mea- 
surably effected  the  work  of  reconciliation  :  I  record 
it  under  an  humbling  sense  of  unmerited  conde- 
scension, and  of  my  own  unworthiness. 

13.  That  the  Christian  life  is  a  continual  war- 
fare was  confirmed  in  my  experience  to-day.  I 
trust  k  was  in  a  good  degree  maintained  in  both 
itieetings. 

18.  Shook  off  sloth,  and  rose  early,  fiesiring  a 
seihse  of  the' divine-presence  might  preserve  me  in 
innocence,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  through  the 
tiay. 

•20.  My  mind  exercised  on  account  of  several 
whom  I  love ;  and  was  led  to  petition  for  them  the 
blessing  of  preservation  from  every  hurtful  thing, 
and  that  they  might  be  favoured  to  see  and  em- 
brace the  things  which  will  ensure  their  everlast- 
ing peace* 

a  I.  The  morning  meeting  a  precious  season,  the 
unction  from  above  resting  upon  the  minds  of  some 
m(  us,  which  were  in  a  good  degree*  gathered  into 

la 
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the  silence  of  all  iiesh.  A  painful  circumstance 
occuring  before  the  afternoon  meeting  which. I 
thought  struck  at  the  best  life,  my  mind  was  so 
inyolved  in  it  that  I  could  rise  but  little  above  it* 

23.  Renewedly  desirous  of  keeping  the  word 
of  the  Lord's  patience,  that  so  I  might  be  kept 
from  the  hour  of  temptation. 

24.  Sweet  and  tranquil :  every  care,  and  unpro- 
fitable desire,  measurably  bounded  by  the  limiting 
power  of  truth. 

26.  Desired  to  be  preserved  from  shrinking 
from  the  crucifying  power  of  truth,  which  can 
alone  qualify  for  an  admission  into  the  rest  that  is 
undcfiled. 

28.  Low  stripping  seasons  to-day  at  meeting, 
probably  for  want  of  a  more  unremitting  watch  ;  yet 
thought  I  laboured  according  to  my  small  ability. 

Thikd  Month,  1802. 

5.  Our  monthly  meeting.  Methotrght  rt  was 
a  time  of  wading.  Can  the  true  Israel  sing  when 
the  seed  is  in  captivity?   Verily  nay. 

10.  A  dissipating  day,  spent  much  among  the 
gentry,  respecting  a  benevolent  institution  in  hand, 
yet  do  not  recoUecrbut  the  cross  was  pretty  fully 
borne  by  me. 

1 2.  "  Ponder  the  path  of  thy  feeft,'*  and  "let  thine 
**  eyes  look  right  on,"  was- the  watch  word  to-day  at 
meeting.  O,  that  I  may  be  enabled  so  to^do,  in  all 
my  steppings,  through, the  vicissitudes  of  time. 
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14.  A  circumstance  occured  which  called  for 
the  exercise  of  that  Christian  meekness,  which  wc 
as  a  people  profess.  May  we  be  preserved  in  it, 
and  enabled  when  smitten  to  turn  the  other  cheek 
also.  The  prayer  of  my  heart  has  been,  that  I  may 
be  so  preserved,  and,  if  opportunity  offered,  return 
good  for  evil. 

15.  .  My  mind  much  encumbered  with  the  fore^ 
going  circumstance. 

1 6.  Rose  a  little  above  it,  by  repairing  to  the 
Healer  of  breaches.  What  a  mercy  to  have  such 
a  Rock  to  retire  to  from  the  wind  and  the  storms  I 

21.  Deeply  humbled  under  a  belief  that  I  had 
not  fully  acknowledged  the  Lord  in  all  my  ways 
as  I  ought  to  have  done.  In  the  afternoon  think 
the  wjitch  was  in  a  good  "degree  maintained,  being 
sincerely  desirous  that  the  days  work  might  keep 
pace  with  the  day. 

25.  My  time  fully  occupied  in  serving  my 
neighbours,  even  to  weariness. 

28.  I.  think  the  duties  of  this  day  have  been  in 
a  good  degree  performed,  through  divine  assist- 
ance ;   no  merit  due  to  the  creature. 


Fourth  Month,  1802. 

2.  Was  enabled  to  rise  above  the  encumbering 
things  of  this  life :  and.  to  aspire  after  that  commu- 
nion which  is  with  the  Father  and  with  the  Son: 

13 
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'  •£  which  I  was  measurably  made  to  partake.  Ador- 
able condescension !  ^ 

4.  A  time  of  digging  this  morning.'  Li  the 
afternoon  could  ohce  more  set  up  my  Ebeiiezer,  and 
say,  "  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  me/'  What 
shall  I  render  unto  him  for  all  his  benefits  ? 

6.  Our  quarterly  meeting.  I  thought  the  silent 
part  of  the  meeting  for  worship  measurably  owned 
by  the  great  Master  of  assemblies.  The  meeting 
for  discipline  was  trying  to  my  feelings.  '  ap- 

peared, endeavouring  to  rouse  the  lukewarm,  and 
encourage  the  youth  to  more  faithfulness. 

13.  Read  some  letters  from  those  to  whom  I 
was  once  nearly  united ;  and  who  of  later  years 
bare  deserted  the  precious  cause  of  truth.  My 
soul  was  deeply  proa^ated,  under  a  humbiing  sense 
'  of  the  continued  kindness  of  a  merciful  God,  who 
hath  hitherto  preserved  me  alive  amidst  so  much 
i^'eakness  \  and  renewed  desires  were  begotten  in 
my  heart  for  the  recovery  of  these  strayed  one^ 

16.  Our  week-day  meeting  was  to  me  a  ^trip- 
ping time,  in  which  I  had  renewedly  to  acknow-p 
ledge  that  in  me  asa  creature  dwelt  no  good  thing; 
und  that,  if  I  did  any  good,  the  sufficiency  was  of 
God :  in  whom  dwells  the  fullness. 

1 8.     Think  the  warfare  was  in  a  good  degrees 
maintained  to-day,  nor  were  my  feeble  endeavour 
-unowned    by    condescending    Goodness}   whose 
metcy  is  assuredly  over  all  his  works. 
;  .22.     I  think  the  last  few  days  have  not  been 
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"spent  vainly,  or  idly ;   yet  perhaps  they  might  have 
been  more  improved. 

23.  I  laboured  to-day  at  meeting,  I  believed 
according  to  my  small  measure;  yet  for  want  of 
mpre  united  exercise  of  spirit  the  work  lies  heavily 
on  a  few,  who  I  trust  are  preferring  Jerusalem  to 
their  chiefest  joy.     Taken  suddenly  ill. 

.  2<S.  Had  a  trying  night,  and  was  very  ill  this 
morning.  The  prospect  looked  awful.  I  desired 
that  nothing  might  arise  in  my.  heart  to  oppose  the 
X«ord's  will,  whether  life  or  death:  believing  he 
^^ould  order  all  things  aright.  Under  this  sustain- 
ing conviction  I  felt  calm  and  quiet,  which  I  es- 
teemed an  unmerited  mercy  \  towards  evening  the 
symptoms  were  more  favourable. 


Fifth  Month,  1802. 

»  4*     My  strength  nearly  restored.     How  ib  the 
i  debt  of  gratitude  increased  within  the  last  fort- 
night! May  I  dwell  under  an  humbling  sense  there- 
.  <rf;  deeply  feeling  my  un worthiness,  and  the  gra- 
.  cious  condescension  of  a  merciful  God  towards  one 
of  the  meanest  of  his  worksi 

6.  Had  a  letter  from  my  precious  niece — which 
gave  nie  reason  to  hope  that  the  good-  seed  is  not 
only  sown,  but  likely  to  produce  fruitv  May  the 
liord  in  his  wonted  goodness,  be  pleased  to  pre-^ 
A  serve  this  tender  plant  from  every- noxious  thing  | 
that  it  may  flourish  and  yield  the  peaceable  fruits 

1 4 
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4>f, righteousness,  which  are  quietness  and  assuraace 
for  ever. 

12.     This  week  much  taken  up  with  the  com- 
pany of  my  brother  and  sister,  and  though  truly  . 
pleasant,  I  was  comforted  to  feel  that  nothing  short 
of  heavenly  communion  could  satisfy  the  immor- 
tal part. 

1 4.  Favoured  with  some  access  to  the  sovereign 
Good  in  our  little  silent  meeting. 

19,  This  day  the  yearly  meeting  began.  I 
thought  the  overshadowing  wing  of  that  goodness 
which  is  ancient  and  ever  new  was  measurably 
spread  over  us. 

2  f .  Again  laid  upon  a  bed  of  sickness ;  to  which 
I  was  pretty  much  confined  this  week.  My  feei^ 
ings  at  times  almost  overwhelming;  at  others  more 
comfortables  Many  kind  friends  came  to:see  me^ 
yet  I  have  with  shame  to  record  that  my  eye  was 
not  sufficiently  single  to  the  great  Physician  of 
value;  but  centered  too  much  in  outward  comforts^ 


Sixth  Month,  1802. 

3..  Returned  home,  bore  my  journey  better  than 
could  have  been  expected. 

4.  Ventured  to  meeting,  though  weak,  which 
proved  a  contriting  season  to  my  poor  mind^  which 
was  deeply  humbled  under  a  sense  of  my  manifold 
deficiencies.    Thomas  Clarke  there,  who  paid  mt 


a  visit  in  the  afternoon,  in  which  he  had  to  hand 
forth  a  word  of  encouragement  to  me. 

8.  Still  weak  both  in  body  and  mind ;  yet  some 
aspirations  after  redemption  from  all  evil  have  at 
seasons  ascended  to  the  Fountain  of  all  our  sure 
mercies. 

12.  Was  favoured  to-day  with  a:  renewed  evi- 
dence that  I  am  not  forsaken  :  an  experience  more 
precious  than  rubies. 

1 8.  An  humbling  season  to-day  at.  meeting, 
where  the  language  of  the  poor  publican  was 
adopted,  asappiicabletp  my  state. 

23  Sadness,  was  much  the  covering  of  my  mind 
to-day  from  several  causes,  one  of  which  was  the 
account  of  dear  Sarah  Stephenson's  removal  from 
works  to  rewards,  while  engaged  on  a  family-visit 
in  Philadelphia.  Yet  believe  there  is  no  cause  to 
sorrow  on  her  account,  but  much  need  to  look  to 
our  own  standing,  that  we  may  also  die  the  death 
of  the  righteous.  O,  that  my  latter  end  may  belike 
unto  hers,  full  of  sweet  peace. 

25.  Discharged  my  duty  as  an  overseer  to  the 
best  of  my  ability ;  in  other  respects  weak  enough. 

26.  Returned  from  meeting  this  morning, as 
from  a  washing-pool,  sweetened  and  refreshed ;  hvf 
not  watchful  enough  in  the  aftempon. 

28.  Am  reilewedly  convinced  that  th^  tray  to 
the,  kingdom'  i^  straight  and^  narroil^  iiide^d.  O* 
that  I  may  be  enabled  to  vralk  therein  with  iinerring 
feetv  but,  alas)-  few,  I  believe," ate  so  weakyand 
prone  to  what  is  wrong. 

15 
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^  29U  Temptations  of  various  kinds  hsre  bedet 
my  path  of  late,  to  which  I  hare  too  much,  hx  too 
much,  yielded  at  times ;  at  others,  measuii^ly 
resisted,  and  craved  deliverance  from  theau 


Slventh  Month,  1802. 

2*  Afresh  assaulted  by  the  enemy  of  all  good, 
who  sought  to  lay  waste  every  heavenly  desire ;  but 
in  matchless  love  and  condescension,  the  Lord  once 
more  enabled  me  to  set  up  my  Ebenezer,  and  sfty, 
••  Hitherto  hast  thou  helped  me." 

5.  Our  quarterly  meeting.  I  thought  a  good 
degree  of  solemnity  was. over  the  meeting,  particu- 
larly the  fore  part  of  it.  The  meeting  for  discipline 
was  trying  to  my  feelings,  yet  dear  Sarah  Hack 
was  strengthened  to  kneel  down  and  supplicate  the 
Lord  to  carry  forward  his  own  work, 

10.  Wrestled,  as  in  the  night  season,  and 
obtained  but  little:  the  afternoon- meeting  more 
lively. 

13.  Felt  something  of  the  refreshing  dew  rest 
upon  oif  poor  wearied  mind.  \ 

17.     Had  renewedly  to  number  my  Uessii^s, 

and  acknowledge  they  were  far,  very  far,  beyond 

my  desertjs..    hi  the  afternoon  gave  way  unprofit- 

%h\j  t%.  a  «Dving  disposition,  for  which  I  >aB 

'  fi^vpiukrudtp  {pel  a  degree  of  true  contrition.       * 

,,     tiv    Tbe  last  few  days  much  devoted  to  vt&e 

..     /.-       .     i     :•    .     .    .  .........    '\k^  ■ 
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fcfetvitfe  of  the  poor,  and  I  think  I  have  been  preserved 
►in  a -good  degree  of  watchfulness. 
'  -^  22.     Shamefully  luke-warm  at  meeting,  which 
produced  some  conflict  and  sorrow  towards- the  close 
of  it.     Missed  my  way  in  the  evening. 

23.  Much  in  the  valley,  fearing  I  should  one 
day  fall  a  prey  to  my  potent  enemy. 

24..  Some  renewalof  spiritual  strength  to-day: 
a  favour  I  esteemed  myself  unworthy  of.  May  it 
excite  to  a  more  faithful  walking  before  the  Father 
of  mercies.  * 

27.  That  the  Lord  is  rich  in  mercy,  and  plen- 
teous in  redemption,  I  firmly  believe.  May  It 
deepen  my  gratitude,  and  make  me  careful  not  to 
ofiend  him;  yet  1  am  daily  made  sensible  thit  I 
cannot  take  one  step  aright  in  the  heavenly  race 
.  without  his  divine  aid  ;  for  assuredly  it  is  his  own 
^  works  ak>n^  that  can  praise  him  acceptably :  nothing, 
that  we  can  do  as  creatures. 


Eighth  Month,  r8o2. 

4.  My  spirit  contrited  under  a  grateful  s^n^e  of 
present,  as  well  as  past,  multiplied  ble3sings  be- 
Kowfed  upon  meljy  a  nf^erciful  Creator. 

II.     How  weak  and  inconstant  is  the  human 

heart !  One  day  I  think  I  am  preferring  Jerusalem 

to  my  chiefest  joy ;  and  th^t   the  enemies  of  my 

-  >owii  house  are  measurably  slain  |  then  I  fihd  that  I 

am  again  taken  captive  by  them^  that  they  afo  not 

16 
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onhf^hfe  but  poweifiil.  Again  I  sedc  dcKieiahtfc 
from  them,  and  again  Atej  allme  mj  unwary  Seen, 
yet  the  warfare  is  stiU,  duoa^  divine  assistancet  in 
some  degree  m^ntained.  This  hath  been  modi 
the  state  of  my  mind  the  last  few  days.  May  my 
eye  be  single  to  the  Lord,  who  can  alone  gire 
Tictory. 

15.  The  morning  meeting  I  thought  not  very 
lirely:  the  afternoon,  contrary  to  expectation,  pro- 
ved a  precious  season,  wherrin  divine  instruction 
was  vouchsafed  to  my  waiting  soul.  May  this  re- 
newed and  unmerited  favour  excite  to  a  more  cir- 
cumspect walking  and  unreserved  dedication  of 
heart. 

1 8.  Think  I  have  stepped  along  the  last  three 
days  with  a  good  degree  of  watchfulness. 

19.  Dear  Mary  Sweetapple  removed,  after  a 
few  days  illness :  a  lovely  flower  early  transplanted 
to  a  better  country,  where  I  trust  she  will  bloom  to 
eternity. 

so.  **  Make  clean  the  inside  of  the  cup  and  the 
•*  platter,"  was  what  impressed  my  mind  soon  after 
my  sitting  down  in  meeting,  and  earnestly  did  .1 
tiesire  it  might  be  the  case ;  and  the  petition  of  my 
heart  was  that  the  Lord  would  be  pleased  to  renew 
bis  heavenly  image  in  my  soul,  until  there  was  an 
entire  conformity. 

a4»     Renewedly  desirous  of  having  my  goings 
established  and  my  feet  fixed  on  the  immoveable 
vRo^ofages. 
,  j^M    The  morning  meeting  J  thought  rather 
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thtfi.  In  the  afternoon  missed  mj  wpy^  ,which 
pHKluced  deep  contrition. '  I  was  favoured  in  the 
evening  meeting  to  feel  something  of  the  healing 
water  dispensed  to  my  poor  soul.  • 

30.     On  a  retrospection  of  this  day  fear  it  has 
-passed  away  wholly  unimproved  :  to  my  shame  I 
record  it. 

'  31.  Have  endeavoured  to  keep  my  mind  more 
on  the  watch :  which  I  have  been  favoured  with 
'some  ability  to  perform. 


Ninth  Month,  1802. 

2.  Had  to  lay  aside  all  self-suflSciency :  in 
which  low!y  state  the  Lord  was  j^eased  to  own 
-  me  with  the  overshadowing  of  his  life-giving  pre^ 
9cnce,     Unmerited  mercy ! 

6^  Gave  way  unprofitably  to  a  roving  mind 
this  mornings  afterwards  endeavoured  to  keep  it 
more  stayed. 

7.  The  bent  of  my  mind  this  day  has  b^n  m 
:  a  good  degree  towards  the  Sovereign  gdod. 

8.  The  morning  not  spent  profitably :  in  the  ^ 
afternoon  felt  something  of  a  real  hunger  after 
the, bread  of  life. 

p.  .  A  precious  heart-tendering  season  in  the 
silent  week-day  meeting.  There  is  no  want  of 
words  where  the  best  of  ministers  preside. 

15.  The  monthly  meeting  at  Uxbridjge,  'a 
precious^    favoured   season!    I    thought    Sarah 


Xairiley  favoured  with  near  access  to  the  thronfe  of 
grace. 
*  ^  19.     Renewed  aspirations  after  perfect  purity. 

23.  Received  the  affecting  tidings  of  the 
removal  of  Elizabeth  Heath.  It  seemed  like  a 
renewed  call,  "  Be  ye  also  ready." 

25.  A  season  of  sweet  solace  in  our  little 
silent  gathering.  Oh,  that  any  should  be  slighting 
so  precious  a  privilege  ! 

26.  Instructive  seasons,  both  morning  and 
afternoon,  to  my  waiting  .soul.  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Ashby  appeared  acceptably  in  the 
morning,  and  the  latter  also  in  supplication. 
Spent  the  evening  at  Robert  Moline's.  A 
sweet  opportunity  after  tea,  in  which  Thomas 
Ashby  had  to  encourage  a  state  present  to 
faithfulness. 

28.  Our  monthly  meeting  at  Guildford,  which 
I  thought  measurably  owned  by  the  great  Master 
of  our  assemblies-  After  dinner  Thomas  Ashby 
sweetly  addressed  John  and  Mary  Sweetapple, 
recurring  to  their  late  loss,*  and  expressing  his 
desire  for  their  advancepient  in  the  path  'of 
religipus  usefulness. 

♦    

Tenth  Month,  |8o2. 

i.  Enabled  to  wrestle  a  little  for  the  blessing » 
whic)^  in  great  mercy  was  not  withheld. 


w 


*  See  Idth  of  Eightli  month. 
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vo  ^  Our  .quarterly  meeting,'  which  proTed.  an 
exercising  time  to  my  feelings.  Again  chosefx 
for  clerk ;  nor  could  I  get  at  that  state  of  quiet 
'luy  «ouI  earnestly  desired  and  breathed  after. 
Jt.  wai  perhaps  permitted  for  my  humiliation. 

8.     Some  renewal  of  my  faith  and  confidence 
in  the  divine  All-sufficiency,  in  our  little  gathering. 

10.  Methought  I  was  brought  to-day  as  to  the 
measuring  line,  and  shown  my  deficiencies ; 
which  humbled  and  contrited  my  spirit  before 
the  Father  of  mercies. 

11.  Though  a  busy  day,  found  a  little  leisure 
to  retire  out  of  the  cumbers,  and  feel  after  that 
power  which  tan  alone  preserve  from  falling. 

15.  My  feelings  somewhat  tried,  under  which 
I  was  preserved  in  a  good  degree  of  quiet. 
•  17.  Found  it  hard  work  to  get  at  the  -spring 
diis  morning,  and  I  believed  it  was  for  want  of  a 
more  united  exercise  of  spirit;  yet  the  blessing 
^  wa:S  hot  wholly  withheld. 

.    ji.i.    The  cloud  appeared  to  me  to  rest  upon 
,  the  .^abernacle>  so   that   there   seemed   but  little 
t.abiil^ty  to,  move  forward;  yet  was  favoured  with 
some  degree  of  quiet. 

24*  Much  beset  with  y^eakness  and  tempta- 
tion ;  yet  was  favoured  to  rise  for  a  while  above 
it,  and  repair  to  the  Healer  of  breaches. 

31,  .  Went  to  Guildford  to  me^t  n^y  friend 
'X>avid  S^^nds/  Attended  the  afternoon  meeting, 
in  which  he  had  a  word  of  encouragement  to  hand 
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to  the  mourners  in  Zion.     A  public  meeting  ia 
the  CTening  to  good  satisfaction. 


Eleventh  Month,  1802. 

5.  Attended  our  monthly  meeting.  David 
Sands  appeared  largely  in  testimony,  was  close  to 
-the  lukewarm,  but  encouraging  to  the  sincere 
hearted.  Spent  the  day  at  brother  Kidd*s: 
]3avid  had  an  opportunity  in  the  evening  with  the 
young  folks,  and  was  drawn  forth  excellently  in 
supplication. 

7.  Accompanied  David  Sands  to  Issington^ 
had  a  sitting  in  the  family  in  the  evening.  First- 
day  came  to  Alton,  attended  both  meetings,  and 
had  a  sweet  opportunity  in  the  family  in  the 
evening,  in  which  the  young  folks  were  tenderly 
addressed,  with  which  they  seemed  affected. 

8.  Went  to  Issingten  in  the  afternoon,  H 
public  meeting  being  appointed  in  the  evening. 
About  two  hundred  people  attended  firom  the 
neighbouring  villages,  who  appeared  Mutell  sati^* 
fied,  and  some  afi^ected  with  David'  Sand'»  doc- 
t^he.  I  thought  him  remarkably  clear  and  fa^- 
voured  in  testimony* 

9.  Returned  to  Alton  :  another  public  me^- 
*in  the  ei^nthg^  in  which  David  Sands  was- 1^  to 

explain- theiiature  of  the  gospel  dispenifttiiiul^^anl 
truemittistrfi^.  "  ■^■- 
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43.  We  parted  from*  otir  belbved  friend  in 
near  affection;  my  dear  mother  and  self  re- 
turning home,  David  Sands  intending  for  Ba- 
singstoke. 

14.  W^s  thankful  to  feel  that  th^  dew  of 
heaven  was  not  withheld ;  notwithstanding  my 
mind  had  been  too  much  outward  and  centering 
in  worldly  comforts.  May  it  excite  to  more  vigi- 
lance and  circumspection, 

x8.  Much  of  a  Martha  this  week,  having 
many  things  to  attend  to,  and  my  mind  unprofi- 
tably  outv^ard. 

21.  A  day  of  some  conflict  of  spirit,  and  deep 
humiliation, 

23.  Sat  a  while  as  at  Wisdom's  gatej  when 
the  petition  of  my  heart  was,  that  the  Lord  would 
deign  to  be  my  portion,  and  the  God  of  Israel  the 
lot  of  my  inheritance  for  ever ;  and  then  let  come 
what  will  come,  ail  will  be  well, 

2g*  Think  I  may  venture  to  say  this  day  has 
been  well  spent  as  to  action  ;  but  my  poor  mind 
has  seemed  left  a  pVey  to  its  own  weakness  arid 
frailty,  so  as  to  be  almost  overwhelmed. 

26.  '  Notwithstanding  I  sat  down  at  meeting, 
and  seemed  a  while  stripped  of  all  good  j  yet, 
stfter  some  struggling,  was  enabled  to  sing  a  little 
of  mercy  and  judgment.     What  a  favour ! 

28.  Through  divine  assistance  the  warfare  was 
in  good  degree  maintnined  this  morning  i  though 
tiot  without  considerable  conflict.    In  the  after- 
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tioon  and  evening  too  unwatchfuli  which  brought 
the  deserved  punishment  of  sadness  of  heart. 

29.  Methinks  my  dwelling  has  been  much  in 
the  valley  where  I  desire  to  continue  :  believing 
my  safety  consists  in  a  state  of  humble  watch- 
fulness. 


Twelfth  Month,  1802. 

3.  My  hope  and  confidence  in  the  Lord 
s^^eetly  renewed  in  my  silent  waiting  this  morn- 
ing at  meeting :  for  which  favour  I  desire  to  bless 
his  holy  name. 

5.  Notwithstanding  some  weakness  and  be- 
setment,  was  favoured  to  rise  for  a  while  above  it, 
and  approach  Him  who  is  the  health  of  my  coun- 
tenance, and  my  God. 

8.  Gave  way  to  the  suggestions  of  my  cruel 
enemy,  which  brought  deserved  condemnation  j 
and,  like  poor  Peter,  I  wept  bitterly.  May  I,  like 
him,  be  favoured  to  witness  perfect  reconciliation 
and  forgiveness. 

12.  Renewedly  convinced  from  a  degree  of 
blessed  experience,  that  there  is  still  •*  Balm  in 
"  Gilead,"  and  "  a  Physician  there,"  willing  to 
heal  the  wounds  made  by  sin  and  transgression. 
How  lamentable  so  few  should  avail  themselves 
of  so  precious  a  privilege  I 

13.  A  day  not  wholly  tinimproved,  as  I  have 
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been  enabled  to  afibird  some  relief  to  my  fellow- 
creatures  ;   and  think  my  mind  hath  been  measu- 
%rably  bounded  by  the  preserving  fear  of  the  Lord. 
"What  a  favour ! 

17.  My  poor  mind  sweetly  refreshed  to-dayj 
at  our  little  silent  meeting. 

19.  My  mind  so  beset  with  perplexing,  circum- 
stances, that  I  reaped  but  little  benefit  by  going 
to  meeting ;  though  I  made  some  efforts  ^o  press 
through  the  crowd ;  yet  a  sigh  and  a  tear  were 
the  poor  ofFeriugs  I  had  to  make. 

24.      Have   spent  this  week  with  my  friend 
.  Sarah  Birkbeck  (of  Guildford)  who  is  ill,  and  re- 
quired my  attention  }  and  though  a  consciousness 
of  some  weaknesses  is  my  companion ;  yet  trust 
I  have  not  incurred  much  condemnation. 

^  30.  Have  had  my  mind  encumbered  this 
week  with  many  things;  yet  trust  have  not  16st 
light  of  the  better  part, 

31.  A  refreshing  season  at  meeting,  in  which 
my  hopes  and  confidence  were  sweetly  renewed  in 
the  Iiord.  Thus  ends  another  year  of  my  pilgri- 
mage. That  I  may  so  run  the  remainder  of  it, 
as  to  obtain,  in  the  end,  the  answer  of  well  done. 
is  the  petition  of  a  heart  humbled  under  a  sense  of 
its  manifold  infirmities. 


.    First  Month,  1803. 
I.I  rose  this  morning  with  renewed  desires 
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rfter  lioliness,  hoping  to  have  a  good  Azfi  but 
alas !  I  found  the  tempter  near  spreading  his 
baits,  to  catch  the  feet  of  my  unwary  mind :  in 
which  he  too  well  succeeded,  so  that  sorrow  and 
self-abascnaent  were  justly  my  portion. 

3.  Went  to  Horsham,  in  order  to  attend  the 
quarterly  meeting.  *  We  went  through  some 
deep  water  without  injury,  which  some  of  us 
esteemed  a  iFavour. 

4.  I  sat  down  at  meeting  this  morning,  under 
an  humbling  sense  of  my  own  un  worthiness  j  y^ 
the  great  Shepherd  of  Israel,  in  his  woiited  good- 
ness, was  pleased  to  overshadow  the  minds  of  some 
of  us  with  his  life-giving  presence :  an  unmerited 
mercy, 

5  and  6»  Days  of  humiliation,  having  missed 
my  way, 

9,  Once  more  was  the  royal  scepter  in  greaft 
mercy  extended  to  a  poor  penitent.  Whkt  returrt, 
O  my  8oul>  canst  thou  make  uiito  the  Lord  for 
all  his  benefits  ? 

12.  Trust  I  have  stepped  along  the  last  few 
days,  with  some  degree  of  watchfulness  and 
safety, 

14.  I  desired  not  to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness 
to-day  at  meeting  ;  and  think  I  laboured  according 
to. ability  received  i  which  was  not  in  vain,  my  soul 
being  sweetly  replenished. 

1 6,     My  soul  bowed  under  a  sense  of  multi- 

•  Two  of  the  monthlj  meetings  of  Surry  were  at  that  time 
|oined  to  the  quarterly  meetiog  of  $umci. 
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plied  blessmgs,  both  ancient  and  new,  and  the  poor 
return  I  had  to  make  to  an  all-bountiful  Creator. 
In  the  afternoon  had  a  fresh  combat  with  my 
spiritual  enemies. 

17.  Renewedly  desirous  of  walking  uprightly 
in  the  heavenly  image  in  which  man  was  at  first 
created. 

23.  A  day  of  conflict  of  spirit,  in  which  the 
enemy  prevailed  for  a  season ;  yet  think  he  was 
silenced  and  put  to  flight,  through  divine  assist- 
ance. 

27.  I  think  thus  far  of  the  week  hath  been 
literally  spent  in  the  service  of  my  neighbours ; 
yet  I  trust  the  better  part  hath  not  been  wholly 
neglected. 

29.  Somewhat  comforted  with  the  belief^  on  a 
retrospect  that  the  day's  work  is  in  some  measure 
keeping  pace  with  the  day. 


Second  Month,  1803. 

*  I.  Our  monthly  meeting  at  Guildford,  in 
which  I  was  according  to  my  measure  dipped  into 
the  Iqw  state  of  things  among  us ;  so  that  heavi'o 
nt9S  of  heart  was  my  portion. 

4.  By  giving  way  to  a  roving  disposition  on 
first  sitting  down  at  meeting,  my  way  became  so 
hedged  up,  that  I  could  not  discern  a  path;  but, 
a^t^  smuggling  a  while,  I  .w^  enabled  to  psess 


tI4 

tiirough  the  crowd  of  difficulties,  and  approaqk 
Him  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my 
God. 

6,  I  fear  my  concern  to-day,  though  not  un- 
profitable in  itself,  was  beside  the  proper  busi- 
ness. 

9.  Some  renewal  of  my  spiritual  strength, 
and  confidence  in  the  divine  All-^ufficiency,  this 
morning. 

II.  A  precious,  contriting  season  at  our  little 
silent  n^eting  to-day. 

12;  When  led  to  seethe  evil  propensities  of 
my  heart,  I  am  at  times  ready  to  compare  myself 
to  poor  Mary  of  old,  out  of  whom  our  Saviour 
cast  seven  devils,  and  having  had  much  forgiven, 
am  I  trust  sincerely  desirous  of  imitating  her  in 
my  love  towards  him. 

J 8.     My  spdrit  sweetly  trontrited  on  reading  - 
some  account  of  the  close  of  dear  Samuel  Emien 
[of  Philadelphia],  which  raised  renewed  desires 
that  I  might  live  the  life,  and  so  be  prepared  to 
die  the  death,  of  the  righteous. 

24.  The  last  few  days  much  taken  up  with 
company;    yet    I   trust    not  altogether  unprofi- - 
tably  so.  ^.• 

25.  Repaired  as  to  the  measuring  line,, where 
I  desired'  to  be  made  sensible  of  my  deficiencies, 
and    enabled    to   bear    every    refining  operation ' 
necessary  for  my  complete  sanctification. 

27.  My  spirit  sweetly  centered  in  the  morning ; 
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in  t|ic  afternoon  too  un watchful.  O,  when  wiM 
my  mind  resemble  the  garden  enclosed,  every 
hurtful  thiitg  shut  put.  .  ' 


Third  Month,  1803, 

» 

,2,  The  last  few  days  have  passed  serenely 
away  •,  and  the  watch  I  trust  hath  been  in  a  good 
degree  maintained  5  yet  I  know  that  I  stand  in 
jeopardy  every  hour,  having  an  unwearied  enemy, 
who  is  oft  seeking  to  lay  waste  every  good  desire. 

4*     Goodiless  and  mercy  are  still  following  me. 
What  return,  O  my  soul,  canst  thou  make  for  such 
unmerited  favours  ?     Mayest  thou  endeavour  to  - 
walk  in  humility  and  fear,  all  the  days  of  thy  life". 

9.  The  last  few  days  have  been  busily  spent, 
as  ^  action  :  but  my  mind  hath  wandered  often 
unprofitably  ;  which  at  seasons  hath  been  caus^  o£ 
mourning  and  heaviness  of  heart. 

II.  I  sat  down  at  meeting,  I  think  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  in  self-abasedness,  and  I  was  shown 
that  if  I  kept  nearer  that  power  which  can  alone 
give  the  victory,  I  should  not  so  often  have  found 
my  spiritual  enemies  prevail  against  me ;  and  the  , 
petition  of  my  heart  was  fpr  more  stability,  and 
that  the  woful  portion  of  the  hypocrite  might 
never  be  mine.  The  morning  meeting  measurably 
favoured  with  the x>vershado wings  of  heavenly  love 
and  life,  in  great  mercy  extended  to  the  seeking. 
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waiting  soul.     A  few  of  this  number)  I  trusty 
were  thus  gathered.  ' 

1 6.  Somewhat  like  a  renewal  of  covenant 
this  morning.  Oh,  how  ardently  did  I  desire, 
that  I  might  henceforward  walk  with  unerriag 
steps,  in  the  path  of  humility  and  self-denials 
counting  every  inferior  enjoyment  but  as  dross 
and  dung,  so  that  I  might  win  Christ ;  but  alas ! 
when  I  consider  my  frailty  and  proneness  to  self- 
indulgence,  I  have  much  reason  to  fear  that  I  shall 
yet  have  to  mourn  many  mis-steppings  in  my  pil- 
grimage. 

'      19.   -A  day  of  some  vexation,  which  I  fear  I 
did  not  bear  with  sufficient  meekness. 

20.  My  soul  afresh  bowed  before  the  Father 
of  mercies,  craving  the  continuance  of  his  pre- 
serving power  and  care  oyer  me. 

27.  Think  I  was  enabled  to  cease  from  my 
own  imaginations,  and  in  a  good  degree  favoured 
with  true  silence,  in  my  sittings  to-daj  at 
meetuig. 

30.  My  time  has  been  this  week  much  devo» 
ted  to  the  sick  and  poor,  being  surrounded  with 
sickness  \*  but  our  family  is  at  present  in  health, 
which  calls  for  gratitude  :  as  well  as  the  many 
other  blessings  showered  upon  us,  and  of  which  I 
trust  we  are  not  insensible. 

*  Influcnca;  probably 
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i    •  -   ',  '  FooRTH  Month,  1803. 

'^^.     A  sweetly  refreshing  season  to  my  poor' 
mritid  at  meeting,  this  morning. 

5.     Our  quarterly  meeting  at  Brighton.     The 
meeting  for  worship  not  very  lively  to  my  feelings; 
the  business  was  got  through  more  satisfactorily ' 
than  sometimes. 

8.  This  day  I  have  passed  through  a  most  dis* 
tressing  scene,  dear  Mary  Holland,  a  few  hours 
after  her  infant  was  bom,  was  removed  by  death. 
Never  while  memory  remains,  shall  I  forget,  at 
seasons,  this  affecting  scene.  It  seemed  almost 
too  muc^  for  nature  to  support,  unassisted  by 
Divine  Pow^r.  But  Oh !  I  trust  she  was  in  a- 
bundant  mercy  received  where  pain  and  sorrow 
will  never  more  annoy  her. 

19.  Weak  and  languid  from  my  late  exertion  : 
but  was  favoured  in  my  silent  sitting  to  feel  some- 
thing oiF  the  healing  waters,  dispensed  to  n>y  poor 
drooping  mind. 

13.  Still  occupied  in  visiting  the  abodes  of 
sickness  and  sorrow ;  yet  feel  my  strength  in  some 
measure  recruited,  through  mercy. 

17.     A  precibusly  favoured  season,  in  our  little 
tilent  meeting  this  morning. 

2o«  Much  taken  up  with  company;  yet  my 
mind  hath  at  some  seasons  aspired  after  the  alone 
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Source  of  good^  at  others  hath  been  too  much 
scattered. 

22.  A  day  to  be  long  remembered  by  me,  I 
trust,  for  the'  fresh  decendings  of  heavenly  dew! 
O,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  walk  worthy  such 
unmerited  favours. 

^4.  My  mind  rencwedly  instructed  in  my  silent 
waiting  to  day  at  meeting.  How  much  is  it  to  be 
lamented,  that  any.  shoiild  be:5lighting  so^eat  a 
privilege !      , 

27.  Still  busied  about  many  things  ;  though  a 
consciousness  of  many  attendant  weaknesses  is  my 
present  companion ;  yet. I  trust  I  am  in  some  degree 
pursuing  the  one  thing^^  needful.  *f),  that  it  was 
with  more  ardency  of  spirit,  niy constant  aim. 

30.  A  fresh  sceiie  of  trial  and  affliction  opened 
upon  us,  may  it  be  sanctified  to  ua  and  those  more 
immediately  concerned. 


Fifth  Month,  i 803. 

1.  Graciously  permitted  to  Jean  upon  the  Be- 
loved of  soulsj  in  my  jsilent  sittings  before  him  to- 
day. 

3.  Was  shamefully  ihrown  off  my  guard  for 
want  of  a  more  close  ^tention  to  my  unerring 
Guide.  Self  abasement  is  justly  my  portion  this 
day. 

6.  Favoured  with  some  beams  of  divine  conso- 
lation, in  my  lowly  sitting  this  day. 
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8.     Travailed,  according  to  my  measure,  for  the 
dead,  that  they  might  be  favoured  to  hear  the  ^ 
YOice  of  the  Son  of  God  and  live.. 

II.  Have  been  confined  this  week  with  a  sore 
throat,  but  have  been  gently  dealt  with  and  tenderly 
nursed  by  my  kind  friends ;  and,  above  all,  been 
favoured  at  seasons  to  feel  the  Comforter  near. 
Mayst  thou  deeply  ponder,  O  my  soul,  how  much 
thou  owest  to  so  merciful  a  God,  and  walk  worthy 
such  unmerited  privileges. 

17.  Came  to  Walworth  in  order  to  attend  the 
yearly  meeting,  after  a  pretty  agreeable  journey, 
and  under  a  grateful  sense  of  past  as  well  as  present 
favours. 

26.  A  sitting  of  the  yearly  meeting  in  the 
afternoon,  where  to  my  great  surprize,  Mary  Bevan 
proposed  my  name  to  the  meeting  as  one  of  the 
committee  to  visit  Hampshire  and  Dorsetshire.  It 
bowed  me  exceedingly,  believing  myself  by  no 
means  qualified  for  such  an  important  service;  but 
after  pleading  my  disqualification,  and  desiring  my 
name  to  be  withdrawn,  I  submitted  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  meeting :  in  fear,  I  think  I  may  say. 
'  27.  Feel  more  tranquil,  am  favoured  with  a 
degree  of  acquiescence,  accompanied  with  the  hope 
that  this  dispensation  miay  prove  profitable  to  my- 
self; although  I  may  not  afford  strength  to  my 
companions. 

30.     Accompanied  my  kind  friends  William  and 
Isabel  Gfover  to  Stansted..   The  next  day  attended 
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their  monthly  meeting ;  the  forepart  of  which 
was  exercising  to  me>  but  afterwards  proved  a 
strengtliening  season. 


Sixth  IVIonth,  1803. 

2.     A  day  of  heaviness  of  heart. 
,     3*     Tranquil  and  resigned. 

5.  Favoured  to  repair  ro  the  quiet  habitation^ 
where  my  spiritual  strength  was  renewed. 

6.  Went  to  Colchester,  in  order  to  attend  the 
quarterly  meeting  for  Essex :  a  large  gathering  to- 
day, and  a  considerable  number  of  solid  friends. 
I  think  it  was  an  ^eminently  favoured  season. 

8.  Staid  over  the  week-day  meeting,  in  which  dear 
Elizabeth  Gibson  and  Mary  Alexander,  &€• 
laboured  abundantly  in  gospel  love,  to  gather  the 
outcasts  in  our  Israel.  It  was  a  season  that  I  trust 
will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  some  present. 

lu  Left  my  dear  and  valued  friends  at  Stan- 
j^ed,  and  the  next  day  was  at  meeting  at  Hertford. 
I  thought  from  my  feelings  that  the  spring  of  life 
lay  low ;  and  that  all  present  were  not  sufficiently 
engaged  to  dig  for  its  arising. 

14.  Too  inattentive  to  my  best  interest,  and  so 
suffered  loss .  Came  to  town,  met  with  affecting 
tidings,  which  with  a  sense  of  my  mis*8tepping^ 
caused  deservedly  heaviness  of  heart. 

19.     Went  to  Gracechurch-street  meeting,  in 
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^hich,  though  rather  a  low  time,  I  thought  my 
soul  was  bowed  under  a  sense  of  past,  as  well  at 
present,  mercies. 

20.  Came  home  and  found  my  dear  friends 
generally  well,  which  I  hope  I  esteemed  a  favour. 

21.  Fresh  trials  and  perplexities  attend  }  yet  I 
think  I  have  in  a  good  degree  kissed  the  hand  that 
has  permitted  them.  Is  it  not  better  to  partake  in 
the  afflictions  of  Joseph  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures 
of  sin  for  a  season  f  May  I  ever  prefer  it. 

26.  Renew^dly  desirous  .of  having  my  feet 
iiirected  in  the  path  of  self-denial,  and  of  being  en- 
abled to  take  up  my  cross  daily  and  follow  a  crur 
cified  Saviour. 

29.  Trust  I  have  moved  along  the  last  few  days 
with  a  good  degree  of  circumspection  and  lowliness 
of  heart. 


SsTENTH  Month,  1803. 

I 

• 

K  My  mind  much  bowed  down  with  renewed 
trials  and  exercises.*  O,  that  patience  may  have  its 
perfect  work, 

4.  Came  to  Kyegate  in  order  to  attend  the 
quarterly  meeting.  Here  we  met  with  dear. 
Deborah  Darby,  Rebecca  Byrd,  Elizabeth  Hoy- 
land,  and  Martha  Smith,  who  were  truly  welcome 
to  some  of  us.  The  meeting  for  worship  a 
favoured  season ;  the  latter  meeting  was  very  trying . 
to  my  feelings;  but,  as  Rebecca  Byrd  had  to  testify, 

K3 


322 

we  are  not  to  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God;  and 
if  the  various  trials  that  are  permitted  do  but  tend, 
to  the  great  work  of  sanctification,  it  will  be  all 
well  in  the  end:  which  is  what  I  at  this  time  covet 
beyond  riches  or  length  of  days. 

I  o.  Was  desirous  this  morning  at  meeting,  that 
not  an  offensive  thought  might  arise  in  my  heart ; 
and  think  I  was  preserved  in  a  good  degree  of 
watchfulness. 

12.  Think  thebent  of  my  desires  the  last  two 
diays  has  been  much  heavenward.  May  it  con* 
tLiue  so,  is  my  earnest  desire.  This  mominglia^ 
performed  my  duty  as  an  overseer  according  to 
ability  received.  

I  $  •  Have  been  renewedly  convinced  diat  eterj 
vessel  in  the  Lord's  house  must  have  the  inscrip-' 
tidn  of  "  holiness"  upon  it ;  and  the  desire  ef  my 
heart  hath  been  that  I  may  be  fitted  to  bear  this 
divine  impression ;  though  only  as  a  door-keeper, 
or  one  of  the  meanest  servants  employed  therein. 

20.  Pretty  fully  occupied  with  compi^my,  &c. 
but  I  trust  not  wholly  to  the  neglect  of  the  one 
thing  needful.  . 

23.  Endeavoured  to  shake  off  every  encum- 
bering thing,  and  repair  to  the  Source  of  true  help : 
nor  was  my  feeble  effort  altogether  unblessed. 

27.  Retired  a  while  in  order  to  commune  with 
my  own  heart  and  be  still :  but  met  with  frequent 
interruptions. 

29.    Went  to  meeting  with  the  hope  of  meeting 
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"with  the  Beloved  of  soiils  5  when  methought  the 
enemy  pursued  me  to  the  very  horns  of  the  altar ; 
yet  being  mercifully  enabled,  in  a  good  degree,  to 
keep  my  hold,  I  trust  he  gained  but  little  adviitntagii 
over  me. 


Eighth  Month,  1803. 

4.  Though  perhaps  hot  so  watchful  as  is  right, 
yet  I  feel  but.lrttle  condemnation  in  looking  over 
the  last  few  days. 

.5.  Our  monthly  meeting  at  Guildford,  where 
though  discouragements  abound,  was  thankful  that 
a  little  strength  Was  given  to  support  the  discipline* 

9.  Soitie  degree  of  hutiger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness!  What  a  favour,  believing  it  is  of  the 
Lord's  creating :  tidthihg  of  the  creature, 

12.  Sarah  Bleckley  and  Hannah  Evans  were  at 
our  meeting  and  appeared  acceptably  :  as  the  former 
did  in  a  sitting  in  the  evening,  and  both  of  them 
next  morning  before  ^e  parted. 

14.  A  laborious  meeting  this  morning,  in  which 
I  was  enabled  to  maintain  the  warfare,  and  was 
crowned  with  somfe  degree  of  victory^  What  an 
unspeakable  favour. 

18.     Was  <}ff  thy  guard  on  my  first  sitting  down 
at  meeting  to-day,  arid  got  busied  beside  my  proper 
business,  which  made  it  hard  work  to  get  centered, 
u^hich  I  was  favoured  to  do  for  a  short  time. 
-.2o«     An  awakening  call    this  morning  in  the 
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sudden  removal  of  John  Sweetapple^  who  has  left 
an  afRicted  wife  and  eight  children,  to  deplore  his 
loss.  How  inscrutable  are  the  ways  of  Providencie 
to  us,  shortsighted  mortals. 

22.  Was  renewed ly  desirous  of  redeeming  my 
time,  because  evil  does  indeed  abound* 

23.  Spent  the  day  with  the  afflicted  family  at 
Catshall,  to. whom  I  trust  the  Lord  will  fulfil  his 
gracious  promise,  of  being  an  husband  to  the 
widow,  and  a  father  to  the. fatherless. 

25.  Felt  a  little  portion  of  that  peace,  which 
passeth  the  natural  understanding,  rest  upon  my 
poor  mind:  and  renewed  desires  were  raised,  that 
in  my  approaching  journey,  I  might  be  preserved 
from  doing  my  own  will  \  that  if  I  am  not  enabled 
to  do  any  thing  to  advance  the  cause  of  truth,  I 
may  do  nothing  against  it. 

30.     Consciousness  of  attendant  weakness  is 
my  present  companion. 


Ninth  Month,  1803. 

2.  Left  home  under  depressing  sensations,  from 
varibus  causes,  so  stripped  of  good,  that  1  could 
scarcely  breathe  for  preservation,  though  convinced ' 
that  I  stood  in  abundant  need  of  it.  Slept  that 
night  at  ^Wanborough;  and  after  some  difficulty 
proceeded  to  Salisbury,  at  which  place  we  were 
favoured  to  arrive  in  safety,  though  much  fatigued 
and  exhausted :  yet  a  degree  of  peaceful  serenity 
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was  vouchsafed,  ^he  next  day  attended  both- 
meetings,  and  was  painfully  struck  with  the  loose 
manner  of  their  gathering.  Here  my  renewed 
petition  was  that  I  might  be  preserved  in  humility 
and  singleness  of  heart,  as  well  as  from  doing  my 
own  will  in  the  impending  visit ;  but  simply  attend 
to  the  portion  of  labour  assigned^  though  it  might 
be  only  to  suffer  in  secret. 

N.  B.     The  interval  between  the  last  date  and 
the  succeeding  was  employed  in  the  visit,  by    * 
•  appointment  of  the  yearly  meeting,  to  the 
quarterly  meetings  of  Dorsetshire  and  Hamp- 
shire. 
-  25.     Returned  home.  I  fesl  languid ;  yet  I  trust* 
I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  many  blessings  with. 
"which  I  am  surrounded. 

27.     This  week  hath  mostly  been  spent  in  atten- 
tion to  my  dear  niece  H — .whohasbeeri  alarmingly 
ill,  yet  I  have  at  seasons  felt  the  good  Hand, near 
to  preserve  and  sustain  my  mind,  in  a  degree  o£i 
peaceful  serenity. 

Tenth  Month',  1S03. 

ft 

2.     Again  favoured  to  retire  to  the  Rock  of  my ' 
strength,  where  my  thirsty  soul  was  replenished. 

4.  Our  quarterly  meeting  at  Horsham.  Several 
strangers  present,  yet  methought  life  did  not  arise 
into  much  dominion^ 

p.    I  thought  the  morning  meeting  a  favoured 

lieason.   John  Kincey  appeared  a«ce(X%\iV{.   T^^ 
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aiternoon  a  trying  one.  From  some  cause  or 
other  there  evidejatly .  felt  an  obstruction  to  the 
circulation  of  life. 

12.  Fulfilled  an  appointment  of  the  monthly- 
meeting  in  visiting  ar  delinquent;  who  mani- 
fested much  tenderness,  and  a  true  sense  of  die 
kindness  of  friends. 

14.  Think  I  sat  in  a  good  degree  of  true  silence 
to-day  at  meeting,  in  which  I  was  owned  by  the 
Father  and  Fountain  of  all  our  sure  mercies. 

2t*    Found  on   my    sitting    down   to-day  at 
meeting  that  it  would  not  dd  to  feed  t^pon  the 
manna  of  yesterday ;  but  that  it  must  be  renewedly  " 
waited  for,  and  I  was  favoured  with  a  little  portion 
of  it. 

23.  Had  afresh  to  call  to  mind  the  gracious 
dfalings  of  the  Lord  with  me  from  my  youth  up 
to  this  very  day. 

24.  "  I  will  set  the  Lord  always  before  mei" 
said  David  j  and  the  desire  of  my  heart  hath  been^ 
that  I  may  always  consider  myself  as  in  his  presence, 
and  so  fear  to  ofFend  him  in  thought,  word,  or 
deed* 

30.  Both  morning  and  afternoon  meetings 
seasons  of  conflict  to  my  podir  mind ;  yet  trust  the 
enemy^did  not  gain  much  ascendancy  over  me.  -     ' 


Eletenth  Month,  1803/ 
g.    TihtwaylMt'  dtufh'  xtij  dwelling  hadi  beeiT 


much  in  the  valley.  I  ^as  favoured  to-day  in  my 
silent  sitting  with  something  of  that  heavenly  union 
and  communion  which  is  with  the  Father  and  with 
the  Son.  Inestimable  ptivil-'ge  !  May  my  future 
steppings  evince  that  I  retain  a  deep  sense  of  its 
value.  • 

5.  Set  off  in  company  with  Richard  Reynold* 
for  Bristol.  Reached  Melk^am  first-day  mornmg. 
The  meeting  in  the  morning,  held  in  silence,  proved 
an  instructive  season  to  my  waiting  soul. 

7.  Left  my  kind  friends  at  Chapel-Nap,  and 
reached  Bristol  in  the  evening,  where  I  found  my 
beloved  relations  in  usual  health,  which  I  hope  to 
esteem  a  favour.  Dear  Hannah  Stephenson,  who 
is  at  present  an  inmate  in  my  brother**  family, 
was  also  better  than  expected. 

io«  Some  friends  dining  here,  dear  H.  S. 
appeared  in  a  lively  testimony  after  dinner,  pres- 
sing tx)  faithfulness,  and  testifying  from  her  own 
experience,  that  die*  Lord  was  a  rich  rewarder  of 
9l\  those  that  diligently  seek  him . 

13^.  I  trust  th0  warfare  was  measurably  main* 
tained,  though  in  much  weakness.  I  thought  th^ 
meetings  painfully  laborious,  especially  that  in  the 
evening..  A  precious  ppportunity  occurred  in  the 
afternoon  in  the  family,  in  which  H.  S.  sweetly 

addfessed;parent<Er  and  children* 

14*  Off  my  guard,  which  brought  with  it  a 
degree  of  seLtcondeninatipn.     . 

15.  Repaired'to  the  wajsl^g-pool,  from  whic^ 
I  returned  refre6hed«  Hairing*qomj^YideaarU.^ 
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ttddres^ed  a  youiig  woman,  sweetly  inviting  her  to 
ibend  her  neck  to  the  yoke  of  Chri^,  and  then  it 
Would  be  made  easy,  and  what  is  called  his  burthen 
would  be  light  indeed  to  the  subjected  will. 

1 8.  Although  I  sat  down  at  meeting  this 
morning  encompassed  with  infirmity;  yet  en- 
deavouring to  dig  deep,  through  divine  assistance, 
I  was  enabled  to  approach  the  Throne  of  Grace, 
and  to  put  up  my  petition  for  continued  preserva- 
tion from  every  hurtful  thing. 

2 1 .     Was  fearful  that  I  w^s  not  deep  enough 
in  my  spirit,  but  moved  too  much  on  the  surface ;  - 
therefore  desired  that  I  might  increase  in  every 
Christian  virtue,  and  that  my  heart  might  be  for-  ' 
tlfied  with  divine  grace  to  resist  the  assaults  of  an 
unwearied  enemy. 

24.  Dear  Hannah  Stephenson  had  a  sweet 
opportunity  as  we  sat  round  her  bed  this  even- 
ing, which  refreshed  our  spirits. 
-  25.  "  Open  thy  doors,  O  Lebanon,  that  the 
**  fire  may  devour  thy  cedars,"  impressed  my  mind 
ttoon  after  I  sat  down  at  meeting  this  morning ; 
«jnd  the  desire  of  my  heart  was,  that  tibe  fire  of  die 
•Lord)  which  is  his  power,  might  indeed  enter^  and 
destroy  every  thing  that  is  offensive  to  his  pu- 
rity. 

27*  Trust  the  duties  of  this  day  have  been 
measurably  fulfilled. 

30.  Dear  Hannah  Stephenson  had  a  trying 
day  and  appeared  very  low  this  evenings  and 
Svom  widi  i»iii.    She  detireil  that  when  favoored 
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! with  ability,  we  would  pray  for  her,  that  patience 
might  have  its  perfect  work  in  her;  saying  *  What 
i*  a  sad  thing  it  would  be  •  if  I    should  pirove  m 
*  stumbling-block'  at  hst.  ' 


Twelfth  Month,  i8o3« 

-  4.  Both  morning  and  evening  meetings  pre- 
ciously favoured  seasons  to  my  waiting  soul.  I 
did  not  eat  the  bread  of  idleness. 

5.  My  time  this  week  hath  been  fully  engaged, 
one  way  or  another,  but  not,  I  trust,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  better  part.  I  have  been  favoured 
with  some  watering  refreshing  seasons,  unworthy 
as  1  esteem  myself  of  such  a  favour;  and  on 
looking  back  do  not  feel  much,  if  any,  con- 
demnation. 

15.  I  feel  conscious  that  I  have  not  stepped 
along  with  that  circumspection  which  is  required 
of  a  professed  follower  of  a  crucified  Saviour. 

17,  Came  tq  Chapel-Nap,  where  I  met  with 
an  aflFectionate  reception,  and  attended  Melksh^ 
meetings  next  day^  which  I  thought  rather  low 
seasons. 

20.     Reached  Shaftsbury,    where    we   found 

most  of  our  little  band  *  assembled,  and  as  we 
» 

had  parted  in  sweet  fellowship,  so  it  was  pleasant 
$0  feel  it  revive  again  on  our  sitting  down  together^ 

•  Thf  7  ciurly  iii€tting*#  coauBittce  btSQ«MMM&^^ 
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•  2&.  SpeYit  most  of  this?  week  at  AltoH,  where 
i  met  with  my  beloved  mother.  Returned  home' 
the  30th,  when  on  a  review  of  the  manifold  bles-  . 
sings,  and  favours  bestowed  upon  me,  the  huntibie' 
language  of  my  soul  was,  What  shall  I  render  unto 
thee,  O  Lord,  for  all  thy  benefits  f  May  increasing 
dedication  of  heart  mark  the  few  remaining  steps 
of  my  pilgrimage,  and  evince  that  I  have  not  only 
sung  of  thy  mercies,  but  endeavoured,  by  obe- 
dience to  thy  divine  law,  to  improve  them. 


First  Month,  1804. 

I.  The  vision  of  Jacob's  ladder,  and  the 
angels  ascending  and  descending  thereon^  opened 
sweetly  on  my  mind,  pretty  early  in  the  meeting  i 
which  appeared  to  me  a  lively  representation  of 
the  communion  between  the  soul  and  its  Creator, 
when  favoured  to  ascend  this  heavenly  ladder^ 
leaving  all  transitory  things  at  the  foot  of  it;  and 
the  prayer  of  my  heart  was  that  it  might  be 
fitted  more  and  more  for  so  precious  an  enjoy*** 
ment. 

8.  Many  things  crowding  in  since  my  last  re- 
rnark^  I  forget  particularly  what  has  occurred,  but  - 
this  I  know,  that  goodness  and  mercy  have  fol- 
lowed me  from  day  to  day  v  aiid  though  I  may  i^ 
always  have  improved  these  blessings  as  1  ougljkt  * 
to  have  done ;  yet  on  a  retrospect  I  feel  not  much 
condemnatSoa.  » 
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'>t^.-  Came  to  Gaildfbtd  t6  $pend  a  fttw  dayr 
vrifiktAj  dear  Sarah  Birkbeck^  who  is  in  a  declining; 
state  of  heakh.        .     . 

l$v  I  think  I  was  enabled  to  centre  for  a  whil6' 
in  the  silence  of  all  fls!sh,  this  morning  at  meeting^. 
In  the  afternoon  staid  with  Sarah  Birkbeck,  our 
time  not  spent  unprofitably,  I  trust. 

17.  A  precious  contriting  season  in  sitting 
iRrith  the  little  handful  zt  this  place.  After  it, 
met  with  an  exercise  of  Christia  .  patience ;  which^ 
I  trust,  I  bore  with  becoming  meekness. 

20.  Not  so  watchful  as  I  should  have  been^ 
from  which  I  suffered  loss. 

tu  My  dwelling  hath  been  much  in  the' 
valley  this  day  :  a  lowly,  but  a  safe  situation. 

22.  Sitting  down  this  morning  at  meeting,  in 
much  abasement,  I  was  favoured  to  feel  something' 
of  the  healing  waters  dispensed  to  my  thirsty  soul : 
a  favour  I  esteemed  myself  unworthy  of.  The' 
afternoon,  did  not  maintain  the  watch  so  steadily 
as  I  ought  to  have  done. 

25.  Have  been  too  much  dissipated  and  in  th^ 
mixture  J  yet  have  at  times  mourned  my  thraldom 
and  breathed  for  deliverance. 

26.  **  Day  unto  day  nttereth  speech,  and  night 
•  unto  night  showeth  knowledge."  Mayest  thou^ 
O  my  soul,  open  thine  ear  to  instruction. 

29.  I  thought  the  morning  meeting  a  preciously 
fivoured  ^season,  dear  Susanha*  Home  had  a  word' 
of  encouragement '  to  hand  to  the  mourners  iti 

Utoof  smd  an  btitation  to  the  yoiitb>  to  Cot&!^^^an^!t^ 


and  see  how  good  the  Lord  is  to  dioce  diat.  lofc 
and  fear  his  name.  The  afternoon  not  so  ItTely^ 
S.  H.  had  a  sitting  in  brother  Kidd's  family,  and: 
with  my  beloved  Sybilta  Tumour  in  her  chamber, 
whom  she  endeavoured  to*  encourage  to  come 
forward  in  the  Christian  race :  concluding  with 
this  passag^e,  **  Come  up  hither^  I  will  show  thee 
•*  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife.** 


Seconp  Month,  1804. 

12*  A  variety  of  circumstances  have  combined 
within  the  last  two  weeks  to  harrass  my  mind,  so 
much  so,  as  almost  entirely  to  preclude  that  quiet, 
and  settledness  so  desirable,  and  which  I  have  at 
seasons  ^pressed  after,  and  of  course  disqualified 
me  from  minuting  down  my  feelings  as  they 
occurred. 

19.  Deeply  humbling  were  my  views  of  my- 
self this  day ;  yet  some  encouragement  was  also 
administered,  through  adorable  condescension. 

21.     I  have  considered  the  station  I  stand  in  as 
awful,  some  looking  towards  me  for  example  and 
help.     O  that  I  was  indeed  qualified  for  a  way-  / 
mark  5  but  instead  thereof  how  often  have  I  to 
mourn  over  my  leanness  and  poverty. 

24.  A  time  of  searching  of  heart  to-day  in  our 
little  silent  meeting :  an  employ  I  desire  to  be  often 
ibund  in. 

7,6.  'My  mind|  through  unwatchfulnesti  g^ 
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entajagled  in  a  snare,  spread  before  It,  I  doubt  not, 
by  tjhe  enemy  of  all  good,  in  order  ta  divert  its  at- 
tention, on  my  first  sitting  down  at  meeting  j  but 
after  a  while  the  good  Remembrancer,  being  also 
near,  showed  me  my  folly ;  4o  whom  I  cried  for 
deliverance,  and  was  enabled  to  press  through  and 
touch  the  hem  of  his  garment,  and  found  healing 
Tirtuc  to  flow  from  him. 


Third  Month,  1804. 

3.  Much  beset  with  evil :  yet  trust  through 
divine  assistance  the  warfare  is  still  measurably 
maintained.  r  ' 

4.  Still  weak  and  poor  every  way,  yet  I  trust 
not  forsaken.     What  a  mercy  ! 

7.     Faint  yet  pursuing. 

9.     A  little  revival  of  my  faith  and  confidence 
this  morning,  in  our  little  silent  gathering. 
,   II.      Came   to»  Guildford    to  see  dear  Sarah 
Birkbeck,  who  is  in  all   human  probabifity  has* 
tening  towards,  I  trust,  a  better  country. 

14.     My  time  pretty   fully   taken    up,  in    at- 
tending my  dear  friend;    yet  I  thiijk  I  have  been 
preserved  in  a  good  degree  of  watchfulness  and; 
favoured  with  peaceful  serenity. 

17.  A  trying  day  and  night,  in  beholding' the 
conflict  of  our  dear  friend  in  putting  ofl^  the 
shackles  of  mortality  i  which  she  was  mercifully 
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teleased  from  about  twenty  mliiutes  before  eight 
o'clock  this  morning,  which  we  that  had  been 
witness  to  her  suficrings  esteemed  a  favour.  Some 
hours  before  the  solemn  close,  as  dear  Morris 
Birkbeck  and  I  were  sitting  together,  a  sweet 
calm  spread  over  our  minds,  which*  seemed  to  me 
like  an  evidence,  that  his  dear  wife's  spirit  was 
near  centering  beyond  the  reach  of  pain  and 
sorrow. 

1 5.  Morris  Birkbeck  wa3  etrenghtened  to- get 
out  to  meeting  to-day,  where  he  supplicated  for 
resignation.  It  was  to  my  poor  wearied  mind  a* 
refreshing  season,  feeling  something  of  the  holy 
unction  to  rest  upon  it. 

20.     Was  desirous  of    digging  deepj   that  I 
might  be  favoured  with  the  renewied  discovery  of 
the  ancient  foundation,  which  was  in  great  con-^ 
descension  vouchsafed. 

25.  Several  friends  came  to  attend  the  burial 
of  dear  Sarah  Birkbeck.  The  meeting'  was  held 
in  silence,  but  I  thought  the  forepart^  particularly, 
was  covered  with  a  degree  of  solemnity. 

24.  Was  jealous  over  myself  that  I  had  not 
attained  to  that  length  and  stature  designed  for 
nrie,  had  I  been  more  watchful  and  stable.  May 
this  jealousy  and  fear  excite  me  to  ponder  well  the 
path  of  my  feet. 

29.  Pretty  miich  engaged  the  remainder  of  the 
week,  in  preparing  for  leaving  home  ;  yet  not  I 
trust  to  the  entire  neglect  of  the  one  thing  needful* 
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May  I  ever  chuse  this  better  part,  and  then  I 
bave  faith  to  believe,  it  will  never  be  takea 
from  me. 


Fourth  Month,  1804. 

I.  Some  renewal  of  my  spiritual  strength* 
Left  home  this  evening. 

3-  The  quarterly  meetings  I  thought  it  a  more 
favoured  season  than  it  is  often  our  lot  to  ex* 
perienc3  at  such  times ;  and  the  business  got 
dirough  more  satisfactorily ;  for  which  I  felt  a 
degree  of  thankfulness :  as  well  as  in  beholding 
some  growth,  as  I  apprehended,  in  some  of  out 
young  members. 

5.  Set  forward  for  Alton,  in  comp^iny  with 
Morris  Birkbeck,  at  which  place  the  yearly  meet-* 
ing's  committee  met,  as  proposed  at  parting  in  the 
twelfth  month. 

i8«  This  morning,  after  a  eontritmg  seasoa 
together,  our  little  company  began  to  separate  in 
the  ffesh  feeling  of  that  love,  which  had  sweetly 
united  us  in  moving  along  through  this  arduous 
engagement:  for  v^hich,  with  many  other  blessings 
dispensed,  I  desire  to  be  reverently  thankful. 

21.  Since  my  return  home,  although  I  have 
felt  unusually  impoverished,  yet  a  degr^  of  peace- 
fail  ^uietjias  acdomp^inied  my  mind,  and  some  as- 
pirations after  increasing  dedication  and  conformity 
of  will  to  the  t)ivine  wilL 
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22.     Some  searching  of  heart,  and  calling  to  \ 
mind  the  manifold  favours   of  a  merciful  God^ 
towards  one  of  the  meanest  of  his  works. 

25.  Deeply  humbled  on  turhing  over  some 
of  the  leaves  of  my  past  life,  to  see  how  much 
goodness  and  mercy  have  been  extended  from  time 
to  time,  yea  all  my  \life  long,  to  so  unwofthy  a 
creature.  May  it  excite  to  double  diligence,  for 
,  surely  the  debt  I  owe  is  beyond  all  calculation. 
Content  hot  thyself,  O  my  soul,  with  making  these 
remarks,  but  endeavour  to  dwell  and  move  under 
an  humbling  sense  of  thy  obligation. 

27.  The  prayer  of  jny  heart  was,  that  not  an 
impure  of  offensive  thought  might  arise,  but,  that 
the  food  most  convenient  for  me  might  be  gra- 
ciously'dispensed. 

29.  Instructive  seasons  to  my  waiting  soul,  botE. 
morning  and  afternoon  meetings. 


Fifth  Month,  1804. 

I.  Humbled  under  some  affecting  consxde* 
rations.  \ 

4.  I  thought  the  Lord  was  near  us  to-day, 
known  as  formerly  by  the  breaking  of  bread,  ta 
the  refreshment  of  the  souls  of  some  of  us. 

6.  Seasjons  of  renewed  favour  to-day  at  meet- 
ing, so  that  I  could  adopt  the  words  of  the  psalmist, 
^'  What  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  and 
^*  the  Son  of  man  that  thou  visitest  him/'  &c. 
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9.  Went  to  Guildford  on  business.  Attended 
the  week-day  meeting.  I  thought  the  spring  of 
life  lay  low,  and  my  mind  not  suQiciently  divested 
from  the  business  I  had  been  engaged  in,  pre- 
viously to  going  to  meeting,  to  dig  very  deep'j  so 
that  I  gained  but  little  by  going. 

II*  Renewedly  besought  deliverance  frbm 
the  bondage  of  corruption,  that  I  might  indeed 
witness  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of 
God. 

17.  Though  I  have  been  pretty  fully  occupied 
with  business  the  last  few  days,  my  mind  hath  been 
favoured  with  sweet  serenity,  having  been  pre- 
served in  a  good  degree  within  the  divine  in- 
x:losure.     What  a  mercy ! 

19.   -Had  afresh  to   acknowledge,  witU  hum- 
ble gratitude,  that  good  is  the  Lord  and  worthy 
to  be    praised,  and  that  by   the   whole  house 
of  IsraeL  s 

;  21.  Attended  tlie  first  sitting  of  the  yearly 
meeting,  which  I  thought  was  owned  by  con- 
descending good  nesa. 

30.,  I  thought  the  last  sitting  of  the  yearly 
meeting  eminently  favoured.  We  separated  under 
a  precious  solemn  CQvering,  and  I  believe  the 
liumble,  grateful  language  of  many  minds  was> 
Wjiat  shall  we  render  untothecj  O  Lord,  for  aH 
Ahy  beneiks  i 


S38 


Sixth  Month,  i8o4« 

4.  Came  home  in  health,  and  found  my  be% 
loved  mother  so ;  for  which  favour,  with  many 
others  lately  dispensed,  I  desire  to  be  humbly 
thankful. 

8.  Went  to  our  monthly  meeting  at  Guildford, 
which  proved,  contrary  to  expectation,  an  in- 
structive and  strengthening  season ;  yet  I  feared 
•some  present  resembled  the  sluggard  who  was 
desirous  of  a  little  more  sleep,  and  a  little  more 
slumber,  and  folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep.  O 
that  these  may  be  roused  to  a  sense  of  their  danger, 
lest  they  "  beg  in  harvest,  and  have  nothing." 

lo.  Saw  afresh  the  necessity  of  watchfulness 
and  prayer ;  and  desired  that  I  might  dwell  within 
this  holy  inclosure. 

14.  On  looking  back  to  my  last  remark,  may 
with  thankfulness  acknowledge  that  the  petition 
of  my  heart  hath  been  mercifully  granted :  having 
been  favoured  to  keep  near  the  centre  of  good, 
and  draw  my  fresh  springs  from  that  sacred 
source. 

15,  Desired  to  hunger  patiently  this  moiming 
at  meeting,  rather  than  presume  to  carve  for  my- 
self; well  knowing  it  is  the  Lord's  prerogative  tb 
feed  his  dependant  children :  which,  after  a  time 
of  waiting,  he  condescended  to  do,  by  handing  91 
little  of  his  soul-satisfying  food. 
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17,  Was  favpured  to  sit  ^jfider  the  diviile 
anointing  in  both  meetings.  Inestimable  privi- 
lege !   How  lamentable  that  any  should  slight  it  I 

19.  An  exercising  day  to  my  r^ind  through 
the  cause  suffering  from  unfaithfulness  in  zsx 
aged  friend.  Endeavoured  to  clear  myself  of  hjni  | 
i]^ut  did  not  do  it  in  the  way  that  appeared  mq^ 
satisfactory  to  myself,  being  discouraged. 

22.  Better  tidings  from  Ireland  respecting  my 
poor  brother,  cause  of  thankfulness.  May  he  prize 
the  mercies  of  a  long-suffering  God  towards  him. 

24.  In  grateful  remembrance  of  the  Lord's 
tender  mercies  I  can  this  day  renewedly  set  up 
my  Ebenezer,  and  say,  **  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath 
^*  helped  me." 

28.  Received  the  affecting  account  of  my  be- 
loved sister  Waring's  being  alariHingly  ill.  Thus 
wave  upon  wave  is  permitted  to  follow  us  j  yet 
was  favoured  to  feel  my  mind  in  a  good  degree 
divinely  anchored.     What  a  mercy ! 

30.  A  rather  more  favourable  account  of  my 
beloved  sister.     May  we  be  sufficiently  thankful. 


Seventh  Month,  1804. 

i«.  Rather  a  conflicting  season  at  meeting  this 
■torning ;  the  evexung  more,  lively. 

3.  Our  quarterly-meeting.  Tabitha  Middleton, 
Susanna- Home,  and  Thomas  Ashby,  appeared  ac- 
ceptably, as  did  the  two  former  in  the  meeting  for 
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discipline.  I  was  enabled  to  get  through  the 
business  better  than  my  cowardly  heart  had  an- 
ticipated; yet  I  well  know  from  whence  my  help 
came,  for  which  I  felt  thankful,  and  I  think 
humble* 

6.  A  conflicting  day  to  my  poor  mind,  the 
monthly  meeting  appointing  me  an  elder ;  which 
though  I  had  reason  to  expect,  it  haring  been  laid 
before  me  many  months  for  my  consideration,  yet 
I  did  not  suppose  the  appointment;  would  be  made, 
without  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  feelings  on  the  subject,  an  awful  one  to  'me 
truly* 

8.  More  quiet  and  comfortable^  though  led  as 
into  the  stripping-room,  where  1  have  renewedly 
«een  my  own  insufficiency  for  every  good  work ; 
yet  my  faith  and  confidence  a  little  renewed  in  the 
sufficiency  of  God. 

ID.  A  depressing  day  to  my  feelings  from 
various  causes,  yet  a  little  relieved  by  writing''  to 
an  individual  whom  I  sincerely  love  ^  to  warn  her 
of  her  danger,  as  I  apprehend. 

12.  Sadness  is  still  the  secret  covering  of  my 
mind.  May  I.  dwell  patiently  and  humbly  under 
it,  that  so  it  may  tend  to  my  refinement :  then  will 
all  work  together  for  good  .^ 

13.  I  accompanied  Tabitha  Middleton  to 
Guildford,  an  exercising  meeting.  She  spake  of 
the  famine  in  Samaria,  with  the  king's  answer  to 
the  poor  woman  when  she  cried  to  him  for  help : 
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lyhich  passage*  had  repeatedly  passed  my  mind  be- 
fore she  stood  up. 

15.  On  a  strict*  scrutiny  into  the  motives  for 
action,  saw  that  I  had  been  seeking  the  honour,  or 
at  least  the  approbation,  of  poor  finite  creatures 
like  myself  ^  rather  than  the  honour  which  comes 
from  God :  which  humbled  me,  and  led  me  to 
crave  preservation  from  every  snare  of  an  un- 
wearied enemy. 

18.  A  fresh  scene  of  trial  opened  :  I  was  de- 
sirous of  patiently  abiding  under  it. 

19.  More  comfortable,  and  hoped  things  might 
turn  out  better  than  we  had  reason  to  fear,  so  that 
I  .could  adopt  the  following  lines : 

"  This  day,  be  bread  and  peace  my  lot : 

*     **  All  else  beneath  the  sun, 
"  Thou  know'st  if  best  bestowed  or  not, 
"  And  let  thy  ^ will  be  done." 

20.  Went  to  meeting  with  a  mind  much  unin- 
cumbered, hoping  for  a  good  meeting ;  but  found 
I  was  not  to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness,  nor  did  I 
desire  to  do  se ;  but  found  strength  to  wrestle  for 
the  blessing  which  was  in  a  good  degree  answered: 
though  I  thought  an  unskilful  appearance  hurt  tlie 
meeting. 

27.     This  last  week  hath  been  attended  with 

♦  The  text  is,  "  If  the  Lord  do  not  help  thee,  whence  sliall  I 
««  help  thee?" 

L 
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peculiar  difiicultiesj  that  hadMrenot  been  ^urroMi* 
ed  with  kind  friends  who  cheerfully  shared  with 
us  the  trial  of  the  day,  .'know  riot  how  we  should 
have  got  on. 

29.  Was  enabled^  through  divine  assistance  t» 
mount  a  little  above  the  encumberip^  cares  of  this 
life,  and  renew  my  spiritual  strength,  this  morning 
in  our  silent  meeting ;  .which.  I  esteemed  a  great 
favour,  after  so  barrassing  a  time. 


)£lOHTH  MONTHj  l904. 

5.  Was  favoured  sweetly  to  repose  all  my  ores 

r  in  Him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance  and 

my  God.  tin  our  sBent  sitting  in  the  evenii^  saw 

that  it  would  not  do  for  the  faithfttly  in  this  day  of 

deep  revoljt,\of  perplexity  and  tiea^g  down,  to 

dwell  as, inxeiled  houses;  but  that  each  sboisld 

endeavour  to^put  on  strength  in  the  name  of  the 

..Lord,  to  arise  and  build. 

vp.    Xame  to  Staines. 

,i2.  A  time  of  wading  in  the  morning  meeting, 
rfor  methought  the  spring  of  life  lay  low ;  yet  was 
enabled  to  petition  for  myself,  and  for  the  wan- 
-dcrers  present,  that  we  might  be  gathered*  In  the 
evening  was  desirous  of  keeping  r>/  heart  with  all 
diligence,  that  so  my  evening  sacrifice  might 
.find  acceptance  with  the  Father  of  mercies :  whicl^ 
1I  trust  was  in  a  good  degree  the  case. 

15,.    The    monthly  meeting,  and  lliough    a 
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prj9^^;<9anyvalu2A;}e  friends  atteaded,  yet  I  thoaght 
it  was  not  a  season  of  rejoicings  . 
;,;;I0*  Was  favoured  this  morning  in  the  week- 
day meeting,  to  draw  water  out  of  the  teach  of  the 
Fischers..  Inestimable  privilege ! 
r  19.  -  Having  j3[ussed  my  way^  a  day  of  deserved 
humiliation  succeeded:  under  which  I  was  favoured  t 
t})FOU:^  gracious  (iondescensicm,  to  feel  something 
jil^  forgiveness  and  reconciliation. 

a2»  Although  made  sensible  of  my  manifold 
infirmities  a»  a  creature^  yet  was  favoured  and 
refreshed  with  the  lifting  up  of  the  light  of  tht 
Lord's  countenance  upon  me. 
,..,  ,^.;  Mourned  over  a  fallen  sister :  yet  I  trust 
l«dt  in  ^jpharisaical  spirit^  for  I  felt,  renewedly  felt 
thiM:  ^y-b^^ckshdings  had  been  many,  though  more 
^i^qfaled«  I  thought  I  could  wiUingly  have  gone 
^d -f^  Jby  her  in  that  state  of  humiliation  which 
Jr^i^^^  for  her »  so  that  she  might  witness  for^ 
^iyenes%  and  ^endeavour  by  her  future  conduct  tp 
anripe  away  the  reproach  she  hath  brought  on  friends 
and  the  Truth. 

jo.^    Atime  of  sweet  solace  in  the  week-day 
„j9(ieetingi  a  favx)ur  I  esteemed  myself  unworthy  of. 


Ninth  Month,  1804. 

^     I.  Returned  home  in  health  and  with  a  peaceful 

v«iind.  May  I  walk  worthy  such  unmerited  mercies. 

su    >Sat  again  widi  my  dear  friends  in  our  little 
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sHfisit  mecbttg,itt  I  thiak:a:g€>od  degree  ofh^imbie 
wactc^iWacss.  •-.  » 

11.  Have  been  confined  to  myclianaber)  Tiiwfc 
mostly  tomy  bed,  since  my  last  remark^  by  an  un- 
expected attack  of  fever ;  yet  have  to  acknowledge 
that  I  have  been  mercifully  dea]t'>;vith  every  way : 
not  only  my  bodily  sufferings  mitigated  by  ev^ry 
attention  that  friendship  and  kindness  could  suggest: 
but  (though  in  the  beginning  I  was  tried  with  the 
withdrawings  of  heavenly  lov£  and  life,  yet  after- 
w;;rds)  I  was  favoured  to  find  Him  whom  my  soul 
loveth;  yea  I  sought  him  on  my  bed,  and  found 
him  near,  to  my  great  refreshment.  What  an 
unspeakable  mercy  to  one  so  unworthy  ! 

1 2.  Notwithstanding  the  above  recited  mercies^^ 
I  bthaved  foolishly  and  airy  yesterday  evening,  for 
which  I  felt  deserved  reproof,  amd  feel  to-day 
much  in  the  valley.;  a  safe  though  lowiy  situation;' 
may  I  keep  my  abiding  here.  .     '    »     ; .;. 

.  16.  Gradually  recovering;  but  the  extreme 
heat  of  the  weather  prevents  my  gaimng';dtrengtk 
fast,  and  also  deters  me  from  venturing  to  meetiogr 
to-day.  I  think  it  was  not  for  want  of  inciiiiationi: 
iiwr  it  would  have  been  pleasant  to  sit  with  my  friends*: 
Uc we vcr  .through  gracious  condescension  I  wal 
favoured,  with  some  access  to  Him  who  is  notjcon«« 
fined  to  space  or  time,  in  my  solitary  sittting.  -;  r- 

.  .20.  .  The  prospect  of  the  approaching  quarterly 
nqteeting  looks  awful  to  me,  being  on  a  weightyr 
z^omitamit.  I  have  endeavoured  this  day  to  tepob^. 
zny  care  uposbtbat  dime  aun  of  help'whitlk.abn^ 
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can  qualify'  for  eVery  good  worl  ttd  woilu  May 
I  ^e  preserved  in  ^IdJAtt  utagikkf,  bmng  o^ 
ccmfi<tence  in  the  ffg^. 

^3.     Was  favoured  to  renew  any  strength  and  i 
confidence  in  the  all-sufficient  Arm  of  help. 

24,  Went  to  Horsham,  and  sat  with  a  com-  • 
mittee  on  the  consideration  of  suitable  friends  for 
the  station  of  elders:  a  painful  sitting  indeed!  I  ^ 
was  afraid  of  darkening  counsd  by  words  without  r 
knowledge;  but  through  divine  assistance  was  en-  - 
abled  to  stand  firm  against  what  I  believed  a  wrong  : 
appointment,  in  which  I  found  a  degree  of  sweety 
peace. 

,25.      The  quarterly'  meeting,  ^an  uncojnimdn  -j 
distressing  season.   I  desired,  when  I  took  my  seat,    . 
to'be  witfi  the  true  seed  whether  in  stt&nngc^  re-«  - 
joicing ;  and  truly  the  former  was  Ae  portion  of  / 
divers,  if  Abtofnnost.^  We  seemed  to  1>eenvek)ped 
in  a  cloitA  df  darkness^  suck  as  I  scarcely  remember 
to:have  feh,  till  nfear  the  close ;  when  a  little  light'  : 
arose  inta  dominion,  and  a  friend  present  was  ena- 
l^ed  to' sound  forth  an  alarm,  desiring  us  to  search   i 
individually  into  the  cause.    The  meeting  of  bu*   - 
siness  ako  trying,  some  of  the  answers  to  the  queries    • 
inanifesting  much  defecti<m  v  yet  no  way  clearly   * 
opening  for  an  appointment,  it  was  judged  safest   : 
to  leave  it  to  future  consideration.  ' 

28..-  The  awful  -situation  of  things  afiected  my  v 
jnind  and  raised  a  petition  that  we  might  b^  ^ponpd  ; 
a  little  longer  3^  that  the  heathen  might  not  triumj^  i 
ever  ut'iayii^  **  Whete  i»  th^  Qod.-' 

1-3 


346 

3^*  'Some  doubts  and  fears,  lest  I  should  not  so 
tun  as  to  obtain,  encompassed  my  poor  mind,  soon 
after  my  sitting  down  at  meeting  this  morning : 
.when  some  gracious  promises  were  in  great  conde- 
scension brought  living ly  to  my  remembrance^.tft 
the  lifting  up  of  my  head,  and  confirming  my 
feeble  knees.  Thus  bountifully  is  the  Lord  dealing 
V  ith  one  of  the  meanest  of  his  creatures.  May  I 
ever  live  to  praise  and  adore  his  excellent  name.    . 


Tenth  Month,  1804. 

5 .  Our  monthly  meeting  at  Guildford,  wherein 
I  desired  to  be  .preserved  from  hewing  out  cisterns 
for  myself,  Qr  resting  satisfied  with  any  thing  short 
of  partaking  of  the  well-sprjifig  of  life  ^  which  was 
renewedly  revealed  to  my  waiting  soul,  to  my  bum- 
ble admiration :  and  I  longed  that  all  present 
liiight  come,  taste  and  see,  fqr  themselves,  how 
good  the  Lord  is. 

7 .     Desired  that  J  might  be  enabled  to  offer  m 

pure  offering  this  morning,  unmixed  with  the  acti- 

vity  of  the  creature ;  that  so  it  might  find  accept- 

.  iince  with  Ilim  who  is  perfect  in  holiness.     The 

afternoon  meeting  I  thought  very  dull,  nor  did  I 

keep  so  faithfully  on  the  watch  as  I  ought  to 

have  donp. 

10.     Think  I  have  been  favoured  to  move  along 

the  last  three  days  with  a  good  degree  of  safety.  ' 

'XI.    It  was  with  me  a  time  of  deep  Wrestling, 
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this  morning,  before  I  could  find  access  Jo  thf 
'•Fountain  of  living  waters,   after  which  my  sotd 
thirsted)  yet^  thanks  be  to  the  holy  name^  my  labour 
was  not  altogether  in  vain. 

14.  I  believe  a  remnant  were  fiivoured  to  sit 
under  their  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  feed  as  be- 
side the  still  waters,  this  moniing  at  meeting. 

17.  My  mind  under  depressing  sensations  from 
various  causes ;  under  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  centre  near  the  only  source  of  good  and  true 
consolation. 

21.  Desired  this  morning  to  sit  at  Wisdom's 
gate,  and  to  be  found  waiting  at  the  posts  of  her 
door.  How  did  my  soul  long  that  all  present 
knew  the  predousness  of  pure  silent  worship, 
wherein  [the  soul]  breathes  forth  its  wants  to  its 
heavenly  Creator;  who  at  seasons  is  pleased  to 
replenish  ir*abundantly :  for  ever  blessed  be  his 
excellent  name.  He  is  not  saying  to  the  seed  of 
Jacob,  "  Seek  yc  me  iii  vain." 

28.  Rather'  stripping  seasons  both  morning 
•and  afteriioon  nleetings.  I  desired  to  hunger  and 
thirst  patiently. 


Eleventh  Month,  1804. 

2.  ITiis  morning  unexpectedly  dear  William 
Jackson  [of  Pennsylvania]  cam'e,  and  attended  our 
monthly  meeting.  He  appeared  acceptably  in  the 
meeting'  for  worship ;  though  be.  ^aid  he  believed 


iie  might  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  some  present 
^t  the  well  was  indeed  deep,  <lesiring  we  might 
^liot  be  discouraged,  neither  content  ourselves  witK 
a  traditional  belief  of  the  truths  of  die  gospel. 

4.  Dear  William  Jackson  still  with  us^  ^d 
labouring  in  gospel  love,  to  gather  the  outcasts  of 
Israel  into  the  fold  of  true  rest  and^peace. 

6.  I  accompanied  W.  J.  to  Alton.  He  had  a 
meeting  next  morning  at  eleven  o^clock,  in  which 
he  was  led  in  an  encouraging  line  to  the  true  mour- 
ners, and  sweetly  invited  the  children  present  to 
seek  the  Lord  for  themselves,,  &c.  Not  findmg 
himself  clear  of  Guildford,  he  returned  and  had  a 
meeting  there  on  sixth-day  afternoon,  in  which  he 
was  led  in  a  close  searching  testimony,  endeavour- 
ing to  rouse  the  lukewarm  to  a  sense  of  their  danger, 
and  in  persuasive  language  invittag  to  follow  those 
things  that  make  for  peace.    ^ 

I J .  I  thought  the  morning  meeting  a  precio«sly 
favoured  season,  both  in  the  silent  part  of  it,  aad 
under  the  livelv  ministry  of  William} -iKrho  Was 
concerned  to  have  a  public  meeting  in  the  eveningi 
particularly  desiring  the  company  of  the  poor,  and 
it  was  mostly  this  class  attended.  I  thought. him 
f  emarkably  clothed  for  this  service,  explaining  with 
great  clearness  the  nature  of  true  gospel  worship, 
and  directing  the^  attention  of  thp  people  to  the 
inward  teacher, 

12.  Our  4ear  friend  left  ue  and  went  ferwaid 
for  Quchester.  We  parted  in  sweet  leUowshif) 
of  which  I  tbovght  myself  Auwoitby  to  partadns*  . 


4  V^*^y  mind  much  *  tried  With  various^  di^"* 
ccjiitlag^ments,  under  which  I  have  endeavoured  t^v 
k^p^'in  tlie  stillness,  and  feel   after  that  Rock' 
which  is  an  anchor  sure  and  ^tedfast.  -  O  that  my 
abiding  was  more  constantly  here  :  then  should  I 
ndt  be  so  often  the  sport  of  winds  and  waves. 

15.  Still  under  depressing  feelings  :»bat  I  have 
remembered  that  man  is  not  to  live  by  bread 
alone,  but  by  every  word  that  procedeth  out  of 
the  mouth  of  God.  May  I  patiently  abide  every 
humbling  dispensation. 

1 8.  Proving  seasons  both  morning  and  after^ 
noon  meetings ;  yet  was  favoured  not  to  let  go 
my  hold,  though  my  faith  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and 
the  prayer'  of  my  heart  was  that  I  might  keep  the 
wonlof  the  Lord's  patience,  that  so  I  might  be 
kept  ^rom  the  hour  of  temptation. 

19.  Sackcloth  is  still  the  secret  covering -of  my 
niiiAt,^ahbdugh  I  appear  hot  unto  men  to  fast. 

-  *5^'»  Fthihfc  my  soul  was  bowed  in  deep  pros^ 
trtrtkufikfore'the  God  of  my  life,  who  was  graci- 
oiiiiy  pleast^' to  own  me  in  this  low  estate  by  the 
lifting  ujy-of^the  light,  of  his  countenance  upon  mc.  ' 
Muy  I  wal^k- worthy  such  unmerited  mercy. 

25.     A  day  of  heaviness  of  spirit,  yet  a  little  of ' 
the  oil  was  graciously  dispensed  to  my  drooping 
6#ui   in  the   morning  meeting.  ^  In  the  afternoon 
mourning  was  my  portion. 

"iS.  -Desirous  that  the  day's  work  may  keep 
pale  wi^  the  day,  yet  encompassed  with  fears, 
lest   k  -should  .  ifall    short.      Mav  the  Lord    be' 
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'  my  refiige  ki  the  day  of  trouble^  ^nd  then  let  .cbme 
what  will  come. 


Twelfth  Month,  i  804. 

t*  Still  moving  heavily  on  my  way ;  discourage-^ 
ments  from  within  and  without  4  yet  have  not  let 
1^  my  confidence,  which  1  esteem  a  mercy^  from 
ihe  Lord. 

a.  Afflictions  still  await  us.  May  they  have 
the  designed  efiect*  which  is,  doubtless,  to. 
wean  us  from  every  earthly  dependance,  a»i 
incite  to  "seek  with,  more  fervency  an  habitation  - 
that  hath  foundations^  eternal  in  tlie  hea;v9i£S.  Jsi^ 
may  I  indeed  so  run  as  ;to  obtain  'this  en^tfrttf 
treasure  j  for  here  seems  no  rest  for  myw^ieiscried 
ipul.  ;>:  ., 

.3.  Thoroughly  dissatisfied  widi2ny8el^'Mii^<^ 
ing  I  have  not  been  so  watchful  as  I  dvbuld  Uivtf 
been,  and  therefore  am-deservedly  disifuisttji-'  '**  '• 

j6.  Our  monthly  meeting  at  OniMlfeM^^Ktt 
unusually  exercising  time  to  me  frons*  9^Mt 
causes.  Paid  off  a  little  debt  to  a  beloved  iic^e# 
and  niece. 

9.  My  head  a  little  lifted  above  the  waves^ 
discouragement,  and  my  soul  for  a  season  arrayed 
with  the  garment  of  praise,  being  graciously  ad^ 
mitted  into  the  presence  of  its  beloved.  -^  = 

II.  In  some  c^egree  pressing,  after  dw  mark 
for  (be  prize. .  .*    ' 
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12.     Felt  somewhat  of  a  draft  la  retjremenf^ 
l>ut  let  trifles  put  me  by,  so  that  it  is  probiWe  I 
missed  of  an  intended  good :  to  my  shame  I  rec9rd 
It. 

14.  Renewedly  besought  deliverance  from  all 
evil,  for  I  found  the  tempter  near,  spreading  his 
snares  in  order  to  catch  my  weak  mind ;  but  being 
favoured  to  see  the  bait,  I  repaired  to  the  Name  of 
the  Lord,  which  thanks  be  to  him,  continues  to  be 
a  strong  tower  where  indeed  there  is  safety. 

18.  Came  to  Guildford  and  attended  the  week- 
-day  meeting,  in  which  I  was  unexpectedly  re- 
frtthed  after  a  time  of  digging. 

20.  Not  enough  circumspect,  as  I  saw  by 
bfingiag  my  deeds  to  the  l^ht:  yet  I  think  I  love 
tiie  reproofs  of  instructiody  knowing  diey  are  the 
way  to  life. 

23.  Desired  this  day  the  Lord's  hand  l^rouM 
not  tptse,  nor  his  eye  pity,  until  he  had  made  me 
what  he  would  have  me  to  be.  May  that  which 
is  desigiied  for  the  swordperish  by  die  sword,  that^ 
every  Amg  that  is  not  of  his  right-hand  planting 
may  be  rooted  up.  Oh,  can  I  be  fit  to  overlook 
others  vineyards,  when  I  find  so  much  to  do  in  my 
own,  so  much  cau^  for ,  weeding,  digging  and 
pruning :  surely  there  is  no  time  for  idleness  ! 

.  24.  Think  I  have  been  enabled  to  step  along 
iQ  a  gooddegvee  of  safety  the  last  few  days,  though 
I  have  not  been  without  my  exercises. 

301 ':  Went  to  Horsham,  to  attend  our  quar- 
terly meeting,  where  I  met  with  dear  WilU^rot 
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Jackson,  George  and  Mary  Staccy,  &c. 
Brotlier  Kidd  and  myself  took  our  seats  in  the 
meeting  of  ministers  and  elders ;  an  awful  time 
to  my  mind  though  much  encouragement  was 
handed  us,  by  the  beloved  iriends  above-men- 
tioned. 

31^  also  1805.  First  month  i,  2,  3.     The  quar- 
terly meeting.  The  meeting  for  worship  I  thought 
a  favoured  season.     William  Jackson  first  stood 
up  with  these  words,  **  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God, 
**  O  Israel-,"  and  a  second  time  with,  "  Let  God 
"arise-,  Jet   his    enemies  be   scattered."      The 
meefing   for   discipline  trying   to    my    feelings. 
Here    an    appointment  took  place    to  visit  the 
monthly  meeting  of  Chichester  which  somewhat 
relieved  me.     At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting 
for  worship,  William  Jackson  requested  to  have 
another   next   morning   at    ten    o'clock ;    which 
proved    a   strengthening,   encoutaging   season  to 
many  minds  j  also  a  sitting   in  the   evening,  in 
which  William  was   led  to  speak  of  the  parable 
of  the  prodigal  son,  enlarging  on  the  latter  part  of 
it,  the  eld^r  son's  displeasure   at  his  fathers^  re- 
ception of  his  poor  brother,  and  his  fathers'  reply, 
•"  Thou  art  ever  with  me,  and  all  that  I  have  is 
"  thine,"  inferring  from  hence  that  the  righteous 
should    not   repine,    that  their  reward   is    sure. 
Spent  the  evening  pleasantly  at  William  Swan's, 
and  next  morning,  after  a  sitting,  parted  in  sweet 
fellowship.     Notwithstanding  these  abundant  un- 
merited  favours,  through  unwatchfulness,  I   re- 
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turned  with  the  fear  of  having  incurred  condem- 
nation)  instead  of  the  sweet  reward  of  peace. 
Thus  am  I  staggering  on, in  this  important  journey, 
sometimes  making  a  little  progress,  and  again 
halting  and  stumbling ;  and  have  the  ground  to  go 
over  again*  May  I  be  enabled  so  to  run  as  in  the 
end  to  obtain ;  then  will  all  the  trials  and  per- 
plexities of  time  appear  lighter  than  vanity,  com- 
pared with  the  joys  of  God's  salvation. 


First  Month,  1805. 
« 

3.  On  my  return  home,  met  with  a  freshtrial, 
in  which  I  was  so  involved,  that  I  reaped  but  little 
benefit  by  going  to  meeting. 

*  7.  Methought  the  situation  of  my  mind  to-day 
at  meeting  resembled  the  valley  of  Jehosaphat 
where  the  Lord  pleads  with  his  people;  yet  I 
think  I  love  to  meet  him  even  jn  the  way  of  his 
jodgihents,  for  these  have  ever  been  mixed  with 
mercy.  "  Bless  the  Lord"  then  "  O  my  soul^  and 
••  forget  not  all  his  benefits ;.  who  redeemeth  thy 
••  life  from  destruction,  who  crowneth  thee  with 
••  loving  kindness  and  tender  mercies  !'* 

10.     Too  much  of  a  Martha. 

II.'  Desired  that  not  only  the  dross  and  the 
tin  might  be  taken  away,  but  also  the  reprobate 
silver ;  every  thing  specious  that  is  not  truly  solid 
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and  valuable  ;  for  nothing  else  will  find  acceptance 
with  perfect  purity  and  goodness. 

13,  A  little  animated  to  press  forward,  through 
the  crowd  of  difficulties  that  present. 

14.  A  time  of  digging  to-day  in  both  meetings, 
for  r  thought  the  spring  of  life  lay  low,  and  but 
few  present  concerned  to  labour  for  its  arising ;  or 
surely  we  should  have  been  favoured  with  more  of 
the  bubblings-up  thereof. 

16.  Yielded  foolishly  to  a  temptation,  so  that 
sadness  is  deservedly  the  covering  of  my  mind. 

17.  Have  renewedly  experienced  that  strait 
indeed  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  the  way  which 
leadeth  unto  life.  May  I  be  one  of  the  £ew  that 
are  enabled,  through  divine  assistance,  to  walk 
therein  i  though  I  often  fear  I  shall  miss  the 
glorious  recompence  of  reward,  that  awaits  the 
righteous. 

20.  My  dwelling  has  been  for  the  last  two 
days,  in  a  land  of  drought  with  but  little,  verdure* 

21.  Closely  beset  by  the  enemy  of  all  good, 
nay  I  thought  he  pursued  me  to  the  very  horns  of 
the  altar,  where  I  fled  for  safety ;  but  thanks  be  to 
the  God  of  my  life  who  rebuked  him  5  so  that  I 
could  say,  "  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  me.'* 

23.  Though  I  have  felt  yery  poor  the  last  twoi 
days,  so  that  I  have  at  times  said,  ^^  My  leanness^ 
**  my  leanness  I"  yet  think  I  have  been  preserved 
in  a  humble  ^resigned  frame  of  mind,  from  a  deep 
sense  of  my  utter  unworthiness  of  divine  regard. 
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^5»      I  trust  the  warfare  is   still    measurably 
-  maintained,  though  feebly. 

^6.  I  seemed  uncommonly  empty  and  stripped 
of  good  in  the  forepart  of  the  meeting,  under 
-which  I  ^  desired  to  wait  patiently,  rather  than 
worship  any  device  of  my  own  j  besides,  I  con- 
sidered my  unworthiness  to  approach  perfect 
purity  J  yet  in  this  low  estate  he  condescended  to 
favour  with  access  to  his  life-giving  presence,  and 
measurably  arrayed  my  poor  soul  with  the  garment 
of  praise. 

-  28,  I  went  to  meetinjg  this  morning  in  a  quiet 
frame  oT  mind,  hoping  to  receive  spiritual  re- 
freshment, and  tliink  I  laboured  according  to , 
ability^  received,  yet  desertion  and  poverty  was 
my  portion,  so  that  a  sigh  and  a  tear  seemed  all 
I  had  to  offer ;  which  was  much  the  case  again 
this  afternoon,  so  that  I  thought  my  offering  was 
not  equal  to  the  turtle  doves  and  pigeons  under 
the  law  :  yet  believed  it  safest  to  obtrude  nothing 
of  my  own. 


Second;  Month,  1804. 

I.     It  continues  to  be  a  winter  season  with 
me.     May  I  patiently  endure  every  turning  of  the 
.  divine  hand  upon  me,  in  order  to  cleanse  and  pu- 
rify from  every  defilement,  for  I  fear  I  have  not  so 
iuUy  surrendered   all    that  is  appointed  for  de- 
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ttruction,  as  may  have  been  required.  What  a 
great  work  is  the  soul's  redemption  !  Never  did 
it  appear  more  awful,  or  more  pcecious. 

3.  Our  monthly  meeting  at  Guildford.  la 
the  meeting  for  worship,  my  soul  travelled  as  in 
a  wilderness  country,  and  but  little  light  shone  on 
my  path ;  yet,  towards  the  conclusion,  infinite 
Coodness  opened  something  like  a  spring  in  the 
desert  to  my  great  refreshment,  and  consolation. 
May  he  ever  have  the  praise  of  his  own  works. 

4.  Wrestling  seasons  both  morning  and  after- 
noon meetings ;  yet  my  labour  was  not  altogether 
in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

6.  Felt  something  Hke  a  little  greenness,  so 
that  I  was  enabled  to  rejoice  in  <3od  my  Saviour. 
Inestimable  privilege  1     May  I  sufficiently  prize  it. 

8.  I  think  I  did  not  eat  the  bread  of  idleness 
to-day  at  meeting,  nor  do  I  desire  to  do  it,  know- 
ing it  is  my  indispensable  duty  to  labour  for  it,  and 
that  it  i§  well  worth  all  our  pains  when  favoured 
to  partake  of  it.  And  the  secret  petition  of  my 
heart  was,  that  the  food  most  convenient  for  us, 
might  be  dispensed  to  each  individual  present, 

II.  Went  to  Chichester  in  company  with 
Morris  Birkbeck,  brother  Kidd,  and  Elizabeth 
Moline,  by  appointment  from  the  quarterly-meet- 
ing to  visit  that  monthly  meeting,  where  we  found 
things  mournfully  low,  the  work  resting  on  an  in- 
dividual or  two,  with  whom  we  nearly  sympa- 
thized, yet  could  see  no  way  to  relieve  them.     I 
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fitaid  the  remainaer  of  the  week  with  my  kind 
friends  James  and  Sarah  Hack,  pleasantly,  at- 
tended their  week-day  and  first-day  meetings, 
which  were  rather  laborious  seasons  to  my  feeble 
mind,  yet  not  uninstructive. 

,  1 8.  Felt  weak  and  poor  every  way,  being  con- 
siderably indisposed  in  body, 

20.  Returned  home,  found  my  beloved  mother 
in  good  health,  which  I  esteem  a  favour. 

22.  Our  little  week-day  meeting  proved  a 
sweetly  solacing  season  ;  in  which  my  faith  and 
confidence  in  tlie  divine  all-sufficiency  were  re- 
newed. 

-  24..  A  time  of  searching  of  heart  this  morning 
at  meeting,  in  which  I  endeavoured  to  bring  my 
deeds  to  the  light,  to  see  whether  they  were  such 
as  would  find  acceptance  in  the  divine  sight.  Staid 
at  home  in  the  afternoon  from  indisposition. 

26.  Felt  something  of  a  godly  jealousy  over 
myself,  fearing  the  day's  work  had  not  kept  pace 
■With  the  day.  Sorrowful  indeed  would  it  be,  if 
1  should  be  found  without  oil  in  my  lamp,  when 
the  midnight  cry  is  sounded  within  my  borders. 


Third  Month,  i8o5, 

I .  Our  select  meeting  this  evening ;.  we  had  the 
company  of  dear  Sarah  Hack,  who  handed  forth  a 
little  encouragement  to  my  feeble  mind^ 
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2.  Our  monthly  meeting.  I  did  not  attend 
the  meeting  for  worship,  not  feeling  sufiipient 
strength  to  attend  both.  I  was  enabled  to  get 
through  the  business  better  than  I  expected,  [the 
clerk  being  absent]  At  this  meeting  my  beloved 
Sibylla  Turnour  was  received  into  membership. 

4.  Was  renewedly  desirous  of  being  enabled 
to  fight  the  good  fight,  and  keep  the  faith ;  that  so 
in  the  end  I  may  obtain  the  crown  ;  but  remember, 
O  my  soul,  that  if  thou  wouldest  reign  v/ith  Christ, 
thou  must  also  be  willing  to  suffer  with  him. 
Thou  must  drink  of  the  cup  that  he  drank  of  for 
thy  sake,  and  be  baptized  with  the  baptism  that 
he  was  baptized  with»  Canst  thou  say,  with  the 
disciples,  that  thou  art  able  ?  Alas  !  poor  and 
firail  am  t,  sensible  that  I  cannot  take  one  step 
aright  without  his  divine  aid. 

5.  Have  lamented  my  proneness  to  centre  in 
Tisible  things,  and  my  want  of  fervency  of  spirit 
God  ward. 

'  6.  Was  enabled  this  morning  to  draw  near  to 
the  Fountain  and  Source  of  all  good,  whereby  my 
spiritual  strength  was  measurably  renewed.. 

II.  **  I  remember  thee^  [the  kindness  of  thy 
"  youth]  and  the  love  of  thine  espousals,''  &c.  was 
brought  with  some  degree  of  freshness  into  my 
mind  this  morning ;  and  I  also  remembered  the 
day  of  precious  visitation  ;  when  the  Lord  in 
gracious  condescension  allured  my  desires  after 
him,  when  he  t6ok  me  as   to  his  kanquetling- 
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house.  His  fruit  was  indeed  sweet  to  my  taste, 
and  his  banner  over  me  was  love ;  and  though  I 
•  trust  he  is  still  to  my  heart  the  "  chiefcst  amongst 
**  ten  thousand,"  yet  how  often  have  my  hands 
been  weakened  by  turning  aside  to  follow  lying 
vanities ;  or  else  I  believe  I  should  by  this  time 
have  witnessed  a  more  complete  victory  over  my 
souls  enemies. 

Sixth-day.  Methought  my  vessel  was  a  little 
replenished  with  heavenly  oil  in  our  silent  meet- 
ing.    A  favour  I  esteemed  myself  unworthy  of* 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  Testimony  of  Hartford  MontMg  Meeting, 

CONCERNING   OUR   DECEASED  FRIEND^ 

SAMUEL  SCOTT. 

THIS  our  beloved  friend  was  bom  in  Grace- 
church-street,  London,  on  the  aist  of  the  third 
month,  1719 ;  and,  as  appears  by  an  account  left 
in  writing  by  himself,  *  was,  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  his  age,  remarkably  favoured  with  a  divine 
visitation;  by  which  his  understanding  was  en- 
lightened, and  the  great  beauty,  heavenly  order 
and  economy  of  a  truly  religious  life,  at  seasons 
even  ravished  his  soul:'  and  having  walked  in 
conformity  thereto  till  about  the  thirty-fourth  year 
of  his  age,  he  then  came  forth  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  in  which  his  gift  was  truly  edifying  and 
convincing ;  tending  much  to  awaken  the  attention 
of  the  careless  and  formal  professor,  to  the  weighty 
concerns  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

He  was  a  man  fearing  God  and  hating  covetous- 
ness,  deep  in  divine  things,  of  a  humble  mind  and 
benevolent  disposition,  extensive  in  Christian  cha* 
lity,  and  unfeigned  love  to  the  brethren;  vety 
useful  in  the  discipline  of  the  church  amou^^xs 
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for  which  he  was  well  qualified ;  yet  very  diffident 
of  liimself,  ready  to  forgive,  and  seek  forgiveness 
even  of  the  meanest. 

During  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  we  were  fre^ 
t[uently  deprived  of  his  company  at  our  meetings, 
especially  those  for  discipline^  by  reason  of  the 
prevalence  of  a  disorder  which  had  attended  him 
for  several  years ;  notwithstanding  which,  he  was 
often  in  deep  travail  of  soul  for  the  restoration  of 
inward  rectitude,  not  only  among  us,  but  mankind 
in  general ;  as  also  for  himself,  that  he  might  find 
a  place  of  rest  and  peace. 

A  few  days  before  his  decease,  being  in  a  tender 
frame  of  mind,  he  expressed  himself  to  a  friend  that 
Vsited  him;  in  these  words, — '  I  have  done  with  all 
things  but  one,  and  that  is,  working  i»ut  my  sours 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  through  Him 
that  worketh  in  me,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  hii 
own  good  pleasure/ 

His  removal  was  rather  sudden;  which,  con- 
sidering his  anxious  eoncem  respecting  that  awful 
event,  was,  we  believe,  to  him  a  favour :  and  we 
doubt  not  he  is  entered  into  that  rest  which  his 
soul  so  ardently  longed  for. 

He  departed  this  life  on  the  2oth  day  of  the 
eleventh  month,  1788,  and  was  interred  the  30th 
of  the  same  in  Friends  burial  ground  at  Hartford^ 


after  a  very  large  and  solemn  meeting,  being  at* 
tended  by  great  numbers  of  Friends,  and  also  of 
his  neighbours,  by  whom  he  was  much  beloved. 
Aged  near  Seventy  years ;  a  minister  about  thirty- 
six  years. 


Signed  in  our  Monthly  meeting  held  at  HartfoFd, 
the  2d  of  the  Third  month,  1789. 


Jonathan  Bell 
James  Brown 
James  Lucas 
Special  West 
Stephen  Hagger 
John  Pryor 
John  Miller 
James  Blindell 
Joseph  Pollard 
Stephen  Hagger,  junn 

Ann  Nott 
Mary  Pryor 
Sarah  Rudd 
Elizabeth  Lacaf 
Hannah  West 
Ann  Miller 
Susan  Morpot 
Slizabeth  Manser 


Thomas  Ilaggc^r 
George  Blindell 
Nathaniel  Bray 
William  Stotcn 
Johg^  Allis 
John  Brown,  juur. 
James  Rokes 
James  Brown,  junr, 
John  Hagger 


Mary  Lucas 
Mary  Brown 
Elizabeth  Lucas,  junr« 
Mary  Brown 
Susannah  Nutting 
Susannah  Luca:^ 
Hannah  Cook 
£ieanor  B.  Stephens 


a  2 


VI 

Catharine  Bott  Elizabeth  Hobbs    ' 

Elizabeth  Haggcr  Ruth  Blindell 

Mary  Jackson  Sarah  Pryor 

Mary  Brightwen  Ann  Pryor 

Elizabeth  Squire  Elizabeth  Barton 

Sarah  Pryor  Mary  Sterry 

#Read  and  approved  in  our  Quarterly  meeting 
held  the  23d  of  third  month,  1789,  at  Hartford^ 
and  signed  in  and  on  behalf  thereof,  by 

Wm.  LUCAS,  Qerk. 
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Such  is  the  testimony  to  the  character  of  the 
Author  of  the  following  Diary  by  many  of  his 
friends  and  neighbours,  who  appeared  best  quali*^ 
iied  to  delineate  the  same. 

Those  who  read  the  Diary,  will  probably  observe 
the  difference  which  apparently  exists  between  the 
foregoing  account,  and  the  description  he  has 
given  of  himself.  His  friends  were  chiefly  guided 
in  their  judgment  by  his  general  conduct  and 
actions ;  but  his  spiritual  eyes  being  opened  to  a 
more  extensive  view  of  his  real  situation,  his  >udg-x 
ment  of  himself  appears  to  have  been  formed  by  « 
a  comparison  thereof,  with  that  state  of  purity 
unto  which  all  are  called,  and  where  all  is  beauti- 


ful,  and  Hot  a  spot  or  wrinkle  can  be  discerned. 
It  was  for  this  state  that  his  spirit  panted,  and 
short  of  which  his  soul  refused  to  take  lasting 
rest  J  for  he  saw  the  "  one  thing  needful/'  and  in 
degree  tasted  of  that  peace  which  prevails  in  Sionj 
the  city  of  the  saint's  solemnity. 

For  the  attainment  thereof,,  for  obtaining  the 
unsearchable  riches  which  are  found  in  Christy 
and  largely  possessed  when  he  becomes,  in  man, 
his  only  hope  of  glory,  his  solicitude  appears  to 
have  been  nearly  unremitted ;  as  not  small  was 
his  anxiety,  when  the  beloved  of  souls  withdrew 
his  animating  influence;  fearing  that  it  was  not  for 
the  trial  of  his  faith,  that  seasons  of  poverty  and 
abstinence  were  allotted  to  him,  and  deep  bap- 
tisms and  conflict  his  frequent  portion  •,  but  tha^ 
it  proceeded  from  just  displeasure,  and  that  the 
Lord  had  therefore  ceased  to  be  gracious  :  whereby 
his  soul  was  cast  down  and  disquieted,  without 
ability  to  adopt  the  encouraging  language,  **  Hope 
thou  in  God,  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him,  who 
is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God."  * 
Thus  desolate  and  disconsolate,  he  expressed  him- 
self in  the  pathetic  language  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah :  "  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass 
by  ?  behold  and  see,  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like 

*  See  Psalm  xiii.  1 1. 
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unto  my  sorrow."  f  But  this  is  a  path  not  un- 
frequented  by  the  regenerate ;  who,  having  attained 
to  the  state  of  young  men,  are  fed  with  strong 
meat ;  when,  for  weaning  their  aflFections  from  all 
sublunary  objects,  from  every  thing  that  has  not 
endurance,  but  perishes  with  the  using,  and  for 
enabling  them  to  receive  and  retain,  without  mix- 
ture, the  perfectly  refined  wine  of  the  kingdom, 
the  bridegroom  withdraws  his  presence,  the  sen- 
sible succour  of  the  spirit  is  not  felt,  and  the  earth 
with  her  bars  is  closed  upon  them.  Thus  is  poor 
frail  man  apparently  left  in  his  weakness,  without 
a  hand  extended  which  is  competent  to  succour, 
or  able  to  save ;  that  his  dependance  may  be  fully 
proved,  and  his  faith  rendered  more  pure  than  the 
fine  gold  of  Ophir.  But,  though  for  a  trying  time 
unfelt  and  unseen,  yet  there  is  a  hand,  ^n  Al- 
mighty hand,  stretched  out  for  the  preservation  of 
the  children  of  tlie  bridechamber,  which  preservfs 
them  in  afflicting  extremities,  and  manifests  itself 
when  necessary  for  salvation,  or  reward.  This  is 
a  path  wherein  the  regenerate  have  trodden,  and 
wherein  our  friend,  Samuel  Scott,  had  his  faith 
proved,  purified  and  increased.  But  who  are,  evea 
in  this  respect,  so  blind  as  the  Lord's  servants,  as 
the  children  of  the  Most  High?  Humbled  to  the 

f  Lamentations  it  12. 


dust  under  %  sense  of  their  own  unworthiness, 
pressed  upon  by  an  increased  view  of  their  frailty 
and  entire  inability  for  any  good  thought,  word 
or  work,  towards  promoting  their  soul's  salvation, 
they  are  more  prone  to  view  dispensations  of  this 
kind,  as  marks  of  divine  displeasure,  than  for  the 
trial  of  their  faith;  and  therefore  fear,  lamentation 
and  mourning  is  their  portion,  until  their  hopes 
are  revived  by  the  sensible  renewing  of  that  grace, 
which  gladdens  the  whole  heritage  of  God. 
Then  "  the  wilderness  and  solitary  place  shall  be 
glad,  and  the  desert  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the 
rose.  It  shall  blossom  abundantly,  and  rejoice, 
even  with  joy  and  singing."  * 

The  natural  abilities  of  Samuel  Scott  were 
above  the  common  rank,  and  he  was  versed  in 
literature.  Yet  these  he  counted  but  as  dung,  that 
he  might  win  Christ,  have  a  fellowship  with  hi» 
suiFerings,  be  made  conformable  to  his  death,  and 
experience  the  power  of  his  resurrection. 

The  vast  variety  of  dispositions  which  are  found 
amongst  mankind,  are,  by  some  authors,  supposed 
to  be  formed  by  the  mixture  and  predominancy  of 
one  or  other  of  the  different  temperaments  whiclx 
the  operations  of  grace  do  not  destroy,  but  purify 
and  direct :  so  that  the  lively  in  a  state  of  nature, 

*  Isaiah  xzzv.  1*2,  . 


will  be  found  lively  in  a  state  of  grace }  and  tbe 
zealous  in  nature  will  be  found  zealous  in  grace ; 
but  lively  in  a  diiTerent  pursuit,  and  zealous  for 
the  attainment  of  a  different  object.  When  the 
heavenly  principle  is  in  dominion,  this  variety, 
which  in  fallen  nature  tends  to  disorder,  is  reduced 
into  harmony,  and  forms  a  body,  or  whole,  inex- 
pressibly beautiful.  How  wonderful  are  the  ways 
of  Providence !  How  gracious  his  design !  But 
when  any  of  these  temperaments  predominate,  un- 
seasoned by  grace,  they  cast  a  shade  upon,  or 
place  in  an  unjust  view,  the  ways  of  Divine  Wis- 
dom 'f  the  paths  of  pleasantness  and  peace. 

The  melancholic  temperament  appears  occasion- 
ally to  have  prevailed  in  the  author  of  the  follow- 
ing Diary  ;  which,  when  seasoned  and  regulated  by 
gnicc,  has  been  deemed  the  most  favorable  to  a 
religious  life,  being  in  its  nature  fixt,  retentive, 
and  circumspect,  prone  to  search,  and  anxious  to 
ascertain,  yet  cautious  in  receiving  important 
truths,  but  when  received,  tenacious  in  retaining 
them  'j  but  which,  in  some  instances,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  produced  in  S.  S.  sadness,  wliere  joy 
might  well  have  prevailed.  But  it  is  encouraging 
and  instructive  to  observe,  how,  through  all  the 
conflicts  and  baptisms  to  v/liich  such  a  disposition 
appears  more  peculiarly  liable,  tliere  lived  that. 
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which  many  waters  could  not  quench,  or  the 
grave  retain;  and  this  at  times  in  Samuel  Scott*, 
beautifully  broke  through  the  dark  clouds,  and 
shewed  that  all  beyond,  was  harmony  and  light ; 
of  which  there  is  no  doubt  his  afflicted  anxious 
soul  at  length  gained  permanent  possession,  when 
the  work  was  finished,  and  the  tempeftuous  waves 
for  ever  ceased  to  rage.  "  O  thou  afflicted,  tossed 
with  tempest,  and  not  comforted,  behold,  I  will 
lay  thy  stones  with  fair  colours,  and  lay  thy  foun« 
dations  with  sapphires,  and  I  will  make  thy  win* 
dows  of  agates,  and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles,  and 
all  thy  borders  of  pleasant  stones."  * 

Here,  reader,  pause,  and  wisely  consider  that 
although  **  many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righte- 
ous, the  Lord  delivereth  out  of  them  all."  For 
**  Ae  Lord  redeemeth  the  soul  of  his  servants,"  f 
By  repeated  trials  and  afflictions  permitted  or  dis- 
pensed, they  are  induced  to  look  at  and  duly 
appreciate,  the  things  that  can  only  be  discerned  by 
the  spiritual  eye  of  the  regenerate,  the  things  that 
are  eternal ;  and  are  also  prepared  to  receive,  and 
retain,  the  unsullied  joys  of  heaven.  As  affliction 
and  trials,  well  endured,  produce  the  peaceable 
fruits  of  righteousness,  with  quietness  and  assurance 
for  ever,  although  grievous  when  they  prevail ;  how 

•  Isaiah  liv,  11.  12.        f  P»*l»  xxiiy*  19.  and  2Zs 
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will  they  be  estimated  when  the  work  is  finished  ? 
when  faith  is  lost  in  fruition ^  and  uninterrupted  fe« 
wards  are  possessed.  Can  they  be  viewed  otherwise 
than  with  awfulness  and  gratitude^  as  well  ex- 
pressed by  a  deeply-tried  and  experienced  servant 
of  the  Most  High,  when  on  the  eve  of  ceasing 
from  his  labours^  and  of  receiving  permanently 
glorious  rewards:  *  Many  and  painful  have  been 
the  probationary  exercises  of  this  life  to  me.  Ah  1 
were  there  probability  of  strength,  how  I  could 
enlarge,  for  my  heart  seems  melted  within  me  in 
retrospective  view;  but  all  the  former  conflicts, 
however  grievous  in  their  time,  are  lighter  now 
than  vanity,  except  as  they  are  clearly  seen  to  have 
contributed  largely  to  the  sanctification  of  the  soul ; 
as  they  are  remembered  with  awfulness  and  gra« 
titude  before  Him,  who  has  not  been  wanting  to 
preserve  through  them  all;  and  as  they  seem  likely 
to  introduce,  either  very  shortly,  or  before  a  very 
long  time,  to  an  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory.'  *  When  afflictions  are  thus  viewed;  when, 
as  to  duration,  they  are  compared  with  the  per« 
manence  of  those  joys  which  they  may  be  said  to 
produce ;  and  as  to  severity,  with  that  exceeding 
weight  of  glory  which  they  ensure ;  great  will  bt 
the  encouragement   to  seek  for  patience  during 

♦  See  Piety  Promoted,  Job  Scott. 
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dieir  continuance^  and  not  small  the  desire,  that 
the  design,  in  their  prevalence^  may  be  fulfilled. 

Considerations  of  this  kind  are  well  adapted  to 
a  state  of  probation,  of  infancy,  and  twilight; 
where  seeing  only  as  through  a  glass,  darkly,  we 
know  but  in  part^  and  truly  profitable^  as  they 
tend  to  prepare  for  an  entrance  into  those  realms, 
where  they  see  face  to  face,  and  know,  even  as 
they  are  known ;  where  that  which  is  in  part, 
shall  be  done  away  by  that  which  is  perfect 
being  come.  * 

R.P. 

•  1  Cor.  ziii.  13. 
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DIARY,  ^c. 


Apprehending  that  the  keeping  a  Diary 
might  have  in  sundry  respects  been  useful,  and 
contributed .  to  an  increase  in  the  spiritual  life, 
essays  have  at  various  times  been  attempted ;  the 
last  in  the  summer,  1776,  on  being  relieved  from 
a  disorder  which  I  esteemed  dangerous :  but  after 
a  short  continuation,  "  The  bough  was  lopped 
with  terror." 


Gn  the  first  day  of  the  Sixth  Month,  in  the 
year  1780,  and  in  the  62d  of  my  age,  I  renew  the 
recording  of  some  circumstances  which  have  oc- 
curred, and  which  may  yet  occur.  The  number 
of  my  days,  or,  perhaps,  only  hours  remaining, 
being  certainly  few  and  evil,  the  present  attempt 
seems  unseasonable.  Nevertheless,  if  it  please 
the  Lord  to  look  upon  it  with  approbation,  **  New 
"wine  may  be  found  in  the  cluster,"  and  the 
"Watcher  and  the  Holy  One  may  say,  "  Destroy 
it  not,  for  a  blessing  is  in  it." 
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Fifth  Month,  1780. 

14.  I  went  up  to  the  yearly  meeting  at  Lon- 
don, and  attended  divers  of  the  meetings  I  oth  for 
worship  and  discipline ;  the  former  were  in  the 
general  large  and  solemn  ;  much  peace  presided  in 
the  latter;  brotherly  exhortations  were  in  love 
imparted,  and  a  concern  expressed  for  the  mani- 
fold deviations  from  our  ancient  Christian  testi- 
monies, respecting  **  speech,  behaviour,  and 
apparel."  Babylon  is  within ;  but  from  her  very 
outlines  were  our  ancestors  called  forth,  and  these 
testimonies  were  committed  to  them  and  their 
children,  as  increasing  testimonies,  until  they  have 
filled  the  earth  ;  the  customs  of  the  people  are 
vain  J  hat  honour  is  the  most  unmeaning  cere- 
mony, the  merest  phantom  that  ever  pride  and 
folly  obtruded  on  their  deluded  votaries. 

20.  I  returned  from  London  to  Hartford, 
impressed  with  some  sense  of  the  preservations  of 
the  preceding  week ;  sought  a  tribute  of  praise  to 
the  Preserver  of  men  v  but,  as  on  the  mountains  of 
Gilboa,  '*  there  was  no  rain,  nor  dew,  nor  fields 
of  oflFering." 

21.  I  went  to  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hart- 
ford in  distress  of  mind*,  very  unexpectedly  some 
qualifications  for  a  public  ministry  seemed  to 
attend,  the  words  presented  were,  "  Work  while 
it  is  day,  for  the  night  cometh  in  which  no  man. " 
can  work;"  an  explanation  of  the  nature  of  ^    i 
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work  was  attempted,  accordingly  as  it  is  written, 
•*  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  in  him 
whom  God  hath  sent:"  a  degree  of  solemnity 
prevailed. 

23  and  24.  The  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings 
at  Hartford  were  not  large,  but  measurably  fa- 
vored. 

25  and  26.  In  my  solitary  retreats  this  inquiry 
occurred,  **  When  shall  the  fir-tree  appear  instead 
of  the  thorn,  and  the  myrtle  instead  of  the  briar, 
that  it  may  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  and  for  an 
everlasting  sign  thaf  shall  not  be  cut  off." 

27.  I  cautioned  a  neighbour  against  addressing 
me  with  a  flattering  title ;  the  caution  was  received 
in  a  friendly  manner,  and  the  propriety  of  the  re- 
mark allowed. 

28.  Mary  Ridgeway  and  Jane  Watson  from 
Ireland  came  to  our  house,  and  were  at  our  meet- 
ing on  first-day  5  the  meetings  were  large,  and 
their  service  in  them  was  lively  and  acceptable.  I 
sat  with  them  in  the  gallery,  but  although  some- 
^;vhat  elevated  in  respect  to  local  situation,  deeply 
depressed  in  spirit;  esteeming  myself  not  only 
unfit  for  the  ministry,  but  even  to  be  an  attendant 
upon,  or  entertainer  of,  the  Lord's  servants. 


Sixth  Month,  1780. 

3 .     It  is  written,  **  The  voice  of  rejoicing  and 
salvation  is  in  the  habitation  of  tlie  righteousj"     !^. 
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but  for  many  days  past  my  soul  hath  been  far  from 
peace:  the  roll  written  within  and  without  with 
mourning,  lamentation  and  woe,  hath  seemed  to 
be  the  sole  furniture  of  my  solitary  habitation. 

4*  In  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hartford,  I  sat 
under  a  deep  and  almost  agonizing  sense  of  my 
past  iniquities,  and  frequent  deviations  from  the 
paths  of  peace  ;  not  a  penitential  tear  produced  : 
but  wherefore  dost  thou  complain,  O  my  sou) ! 
for  the  punishment  of  thy  sins  ?  The  immaculate 
Lamb,  who  knew  no  sin,  suffered  much  more 
abundantly ;  *'  thou  art  justly  in  this  condem- 
nation," "  but  he  had  done  nothing  amiss/' 

6.  With  much  reluctance,  and  under  great 
distress,  I  accompanied  Samuel  Spavold  and  John 
Miller  in  visiting  five  families  at  and  near  Hoddes- 
don*,  the  gospel  was  preached;  in  one  of  them  par- 
ticularly so.  Some  cause  of  thankfulness  for  the 
preservation  anil  attendance  of  the  day. 

7.  I  was  particularly  condemned  for  con- 
versing unnecessarily  respecting  politics  and  reli- 
gion. Peace  is  thy  profession.  Labour  to  live 
peaceably  with  all  men. 

8.  I  went  to  Ware  with  Samuel  Spavold,  and 
visited  five  families,;  I  had  in  one  of  them  a  XQ^ 
markable  opening  respecting  my  own  state,  on 
thfese  words,  **  It  is  only  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,"  that  can  cause  the  *•'  lion  and  the  Iamb  to  - 
lie  down  together  :'*  my  lips  were  sealed  in  silence. 

9.  This  day  was  passed  in  serenity  and  com- 
/ .■  ■  poMjFcj  a. miracle  of  grace. 
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10.  Much  mischief  hath  been  done  this  week 
m  and  about  the  metropolis,  on  account  of  the 
protestant  petition  having  been  presented,  but  not 
immediately  considered.  O  !  the  infatuation  that 
the  professors  of  religion,  whose  characteristic  is 
peace  and  love,  should  by  any  means  become  the 
instigators  of  bloodshed  and  devastation;  or  that 
they  should  at  any  time  begrudge  others  the  immu- 
nities which  they  themselves  wish  to  enjoy ! 
**  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the  streets 
of  Ashkelon,"  lest  the  infidels  triumph. 

12.  I  am  convinced  from  a  daily  heartfelt  sen- 
sation^  stronger  than  ten  thousand  arguments,  that 
until  we  cease  to  do  evil,  we  cannot  learn  to  do 
well.  No  acceptable  worship  can  be  either  inter- 
nally or  externally  oflfered  to  the  God  of  truth, 
while  we  are  acting  contrary  to  the  dictates  of 
truth  in  our  own  consciences.  "  There  is  no 
peace  to  the  wicked."  "  If  we  regard  iniquity 
in  our  hearts,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  us."  "  Let 
him  who  nameth  the  name  of  Christ  depart  from 
iniquity.*'  These  testimonies  were  formerly  borne 
by  free-grace  men,  who  lived  by  grace ;  and  they 
will  for  ever  baffle  the  efforts  of  antinomianism. 
The  only  ability  to  cease  to  do  evil  is  in  a  divine 
and  supernatural  principle, — ^the  grace  and  truth 
which  comes  by  Jesus  Christ ;  or  in  other  wojfds, 
in  the  Comforter,  the  agent  and  representati|(tiof 
the  holy  head,  by  which  he  is  present  with  his 
people,  always  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  **  Christ 
in  them  the  hope  of  glory."    Some  days  have  been  •  " 
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spent  under  a  sense  of  his  presence,  who  said  to 
his  servant  formerly,  "  Walk  before  me,  and  be 
thou  perfect;"  be  all  the  glory  ascribed  to  him 
s  through  Christ  Jesus,  our  only  Mediator.  Amen. 

1 8.  The  effusions  of  anger  and  evil- speaking 
have  been  of  late  rather  suspended,  but  the  hosti- 
lity within  has  been  at  times  too  sensibly  felt.  O 
may  not  only  the  branches  be  lopped,  but  the  root 
eradicated  !  When  the  creation  was  formed  in 
primseval  rectitude,  the  Divine  Originator  beheld 
it  was  good}  but  how  is  the  gold  become  dim 
since  the  defection  of  the  first  Adam  ;  ^'  how  hath 
the  whole  creation  groaned,  and  travailed  in  pain^ 
even  until  now ;"  and  they  who  have  received  tlie 
first  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  groaned  within  themselves 
for  redemption  from  the  bondage  of  corruption. 

23.  "  By  nature  I  was  in  almost  all  evil."  The 
seeds  of  corruption,  which  were  sown  in  human 
nature  by  the  fall  of  our  first  parent,  produced 
many  exuberant  and  bulky  plants }  some  of  which 
were  measurably  removed  in  the  day  of  an  early 
and  awakening  visitation;  others  have  since 
seemed  to  perish,  and  their  roots  to  die  in  the 
ground,  viz.  infidelity,  injustice,  and  the  love  of 
money ;  those  which  have  been  the  most  deeply 
rooted,  and  most  prevalent  of  later  years,  are 
peevishness  and  impetuosity.  May  the  command 
go  Iprth  from  "  the  Watcher,  and  Holy  One, 
Hew  down  the  tree,  and  cut  ofi^  the  branches, 
shake  off  the  leaves,  and  scatter  the  fruit." 

25.    The  forenoon  meetbg  at  Hartford  was 
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rather  lively ;  a  short  testimony  was  borne  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  '*  the  faithful  and  true  wit- 
ness." M.  P.  concluded  the  meeting  very  accept- 
tably  in  supplication. 


Seventh  Month,  1780. 

I.  Bodily  pain  hath  of  late  attended.  The  suf- 
ferings which  are  sustained  in  this  tespect,  being 
unfelt  by  others,  are  much  unnoticed  and  uncom- 
miserated  by  them  5  but  they  are  known  to  Him 
who  is  touched  with  a  feeling  of  the  infirmities 
both  of  the  saints^  and  of  the  most  vile  and  abject 
of  his  creatures,  who  are  alike  the  works  of  his 
hand :  "  for  all  things  were  created  by  him  and 
for  him.**  O  !  may  my  afflictions  in  the  flesh  be 
sanctified  by  Him  **  who  sufiered  without  the 
gate,**  whose  head  was  crowned  with  thorns, 
whose  hands  and  feet  were  pierced. 

3.  At  the  monthly  meeting,  some  difficulty 
attended  respecting  the  acceptance  of  a  paper  pro- 
duced;  my  lips  were  sealed  in  silence;  passiveness 
appeared  my  proper  province.  Afterwards  a 
caution  was  imparted  against  holding  the  faith  of 
Christ  with  respect  of  persons,  and  against  a  spirit 
of  emulation  and  personal  dislike,  as  equally  incon- 
sistent with  our  Christian  discipline. 

4.  I  read  Henry  Brookes  on  Redemption,  an 
admirable  poem. 

9.  .  The  meeting  at  Hunsdon  was  large.  "  God 
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was  In  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to  himself." 
The  gracious  interposition  of  the  Deity,  intended  by 
the  apostle  in  the  preceding  expression,  seen^ed' 
measurably  attendant  in  a  state  of  silence  ;  and 
under  the  ministry  of  M.  P.  afterwards,  there  was 
a  dry  wind  from  the  wilderness. 

15.  Divers  vexatious  incidents  were  attendant, 
and  I  was  wanting  in  patience  and  resignation ; 
capital  virtues  which  calm  the  storms  of  life,  I 
was  too  fretful  on  slight  and  immaterial  events. 

16.  After  a  long  waiting  in  deep  poverty  in 
the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hartford,  a  degree  of  tra- 
vail was  begot  both  on  behalf  of  myself  and  those 
present :  a  short  testimony  was  also  borne  to  that 
universal  redemption  which  is  in  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  necessity  of  an  inward  application  thereof,  in 
ourselves,  and  for  ourselves. 

ao.  I  went  to  London.  At  times  I  was  f  i- 
vored  to  look  toward*  the  God  of  patience  and 
consolation,  but  the  want  of  due  resignation 
barred  the  influences  which  proceed  from  him'j 
"  for  what  doth  let  will  let,  until  it  be  taken  out 
of  the  way.'*  During  this  dispensation  I  consi- 
dered the  propriety  of  the  apostolic  injunction, 
'*  Remember  them  who  are  in  bonds,  as  bound 
with  them,  and  them  who  suffer  adversity,  as  being 
also  in  the  body :"  **  bear  ye  one  another's  burthens, 
and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ."  A  practical  adhe- 
rence to  these  precepts,  next  to  the  grace  which  is 
suflicient  and  soul-saving,  would  be  as  the  balm  of 
human  life  ;  it  would  alleviate  the  diversified  cup 
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that  IS  handed  forth  to  mortals  j  but  how  de- 
ficient am  I  herein ;  how  deficient  also  are  others. 
30.  Pretty  early  at  the  Park  meeting,  a  degree 
of  solemnity  clothed  my  mind,  not  without  some 
presentations  for  a  public  ministry,  which,  on  prov- 
ing, appeared  immature.  How  suitably  adapted 
are  the  following  precepts,  not  only  to  me,  buf 
to  all  who  at  any  time  appear  in  the  ministry. 
**  Be  more  ready  to  hear,  than  to  offer  the  sacrifice 
of  fools."  **  Be  not  rash  with  thy  mouth  to  utter 
any  thing  before  God."  And  when  thou  speakest, 
**  let  thy  words  be  few."  "  Be  slow  to  speak.'* 
All  true  and  profitable  ministry  arises  from  the 
ability  which  the  spirit  gives  in  a  rightly  exercised 
understanding ;  as  it  i6  written,  **  I  will  pray  with 
the  spirit  and  with  the  understanding  also."  Non- 
sense proceeds  not  from  the  ability  which  the 
spirit  giveth.  But  what  is  nonsense  ?  Here  it  may 
be  difficult  to  draw  a  line.  "  For  the  preaching 
of  the  cross  is,  to  them  that  perish,  foolishness  :'* 
and  ^*  the  foolishness  of  God  is  wiser  than  man.** 


Eighth  Month,  1780. 

I.  In  the  week-day  meeting  at  Horslydown, 
tomething  opened  by  way  of  ministry;  but  waiting 
under  the  opening, silence  seemed  most  advisable; 
and  after  long  sitting  the  meeting  closed  lively. 
I  had  rather  refrain  from  speaking,  when  perhaps 
I  might  have  spoken  with  a  degree  of  profit,  than 
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at  any  time  to  speak  unprofitablj.  There  are, 
comparatively  speaking,  but  few  ministers  left 
amongst  us ;  yet  frequently  many  words  are  ut- 
tered. The  following  sentiment,  contained  in  the 
Apology  of  that  skilful  minister  of  Christ,  Robert 
Barclay,  is  therefore,  I  think,  worthy  of  the  obser- 
yation  of  all  concerned.  "  Yea,  we  doubt  not,  but 
assuredly  know,  that  a  meeting  may  be  good  and 
refreshing,  though  from  the  sitting  down  thereof 
to  the  rising  up,  a  word  may  not  be  outwardly 
spoken ;  though  the  life  may  have  been  so  known, 
as  that  words  might  have  been  acceptably  spoken, 
and  that  from  the  life."  Barclay's  Apology,  6th 
edition,  p.  360.  The  above  is  not  referred  to  as 
an  insinuation  that  the  ministers  now  among  us 
are  of  a  dissimilar  disposition  from  Barclay  and 
the  brethren  of  that  day,  but  rather  as  a  caution 
to  myself  and  others,  than  as  a  censure  upon  any. 
We  are  voyagers  in  a  tempestuous  ocean,  stationed 
on  a  sea  of  glass,  surrounded  on  every  side  with 
rocks  and  sands ; — may  not  therefore  a  little  one,' 
who  needeth  himself  to  be  more  perfectly  in- 
8tructe4  in  the  way  and  work  of  tlie  Lord,  recal 
the  attention  of  the  brotherhood  to  such  beacons 
as  have  been  held  forth  by  such,  "  who,  through 
faith  and  patience,  inherit  the  promises."  There 
is  a  spiritual  worship  and  introversion  of  spirit, 
which  l^cels  outward  ministration.  In  it,  honey 
is  imparted  from  the  Rock-— Christ. 

6.    The  general  meeting  at  Cross  Brook-street 
was  large,  composed,  and  chiefly  held  in  silence. 


II 

«  It  is  thy  word,  O  Lord,  which  healeth."  «  The 
word  which  was  in  the  beginning  with  God  and 
was  God ;"  the  same  which  in  the  fulness  of  time 
was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  amongst  men;  and  they 
beheld  His  glory,  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  tnith ;  "  of  whose 
fulness  we  have  all  received,  and  grace  for  grace.'* 
"  I  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord,"  said  one  for- 
merly, "  and  he  heard  my  cry."  In  this  patient 
waiting  rs  experienced  the  ministry  of  the  spirit, 
and  the  glory  of  Christ. 

20.  After  long  sitting,  and  some  solemnity  in 
silence  at  our  forenoon  meeting,  I  stood  up  simply 
with  an  opening  on  these  words,  "  The  kingdom 
of  God  stands  not  in  words,  but  in  power."  Some 
more  expressions  were  uttered  in  a  testimony  to 
that  kingdom,  worship  and  work,  which  consists 
in  the  manifestation  of  a  divine  and  supernatural ' 
power.  I  sat  down  with  a  degree  of  freshness  5  - 
but  speaking  a  second  time,  I  seemed  to  flatten 
both  myself  and  others. 

22.  Some  good  desires  were  attendant  5  good 
desires  will  not  carry  a  man  to  heaven,  but  they 
proceed  from  heaven,  and  tend  heaven-wards,  as  it 
is  written,  "  It  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  to 
will." 

27.     I- attended  Mims  general  meeting;  divers 
friends  ministered  to  a  mixed  auditorv.     I  was 
much  shut  up,  as  I  usually  am  on  such  occasions; 
and  may  I  neyer  attempt  to  open  by  any  efforts  of  ..;^ 
my  own.  '  -!! 
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Ninth  Month,  1780. 

I.  The  parliament  being  dissolved,  a  general 
election  is  coming  on  ;  the  devil  cometh  forth,  and 
hell  from  beneath ;  the  heart  of  man  will  be 
moved  for  himi  to  meet  him  at  his  coming.  The 
present  period  is  important  and  interesting  beyond 
many  others  y  but  if  it  pleaseth  infinite  Wisdom 
to  punish  a  people  for  their  iniquities,  it  mattereth 
not  vv^hethcr  it  is  done  by  one  man  or  by  many : 
but  it  becometh  not  the  members  of  our  society 

to  meddle  much  in  those  matters,  or  to  be  active 
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in  political  disquisitions.  Our  duty  and  felicity 
consists  in  peaceably  acquiescing  in  the  all-wise 
determinations  of  Him,  who  ruleth  in  the  kingdoms 
of  men.  In  respect  to  elections,  we  ought  to  go 
no  farther  than  voting  for  the  candidates  we  best 
approve,  and  declaring  our  preference  of  them, 
without  endeavouring  by  any  other  means  to  in- 
fluence others.  "  Israel  is  to  dwell  alone,  and 
not  to  be  mixed  with  the  people." 

6.  An  excellent  letter  dispersed,  concerning 
the  sin  of  perjury. 

7.  This  day  I  voted  for  members  to  represent 
the  borough  of  Hartford,  in  the  ensuing  Parlia- 
ment. To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  I  maintained 
*'  a  consdence  void  of  offence,"  in  the  course  of 
the  contSted  election ;  only,  by  attending  at  the 
polling  place  the  second  day  of  the  poll,  for  about 
two  hours,  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  truth  in  my 


own  mind,  I  became  wounded  r  my  relijgious  et- 
ercisc  was  obstructed,  and  death  and  darkness  was 
tbe  covering  of  my  spirit  for  many  days.  Thus  it 
pleaseth  infinite  Wisdom  to  visit  for  our  unfaith- 
fulness 5  sometimes  even  in,  what  may  be  esteemed 
by  others,  little  things. 

24.  The  forenoon  meeting  was  large.  This 
day  sharp  doctrine  was  delivered,  and  seemed  in 
the  general  to  be  pretty  well  received  j  the  com- 
passions which  are  in  Christ  Jesus  being  measu- 
rably prevalent. 

'  29.     Recollection  in  weakness  was  this  day  ex- 
perienced. 

30.  A  member  of  our  society  having  suflFered 
his  premises  to  be  illuminated,  I  was  induced  to 
review  the  testimony  of  our  ancient  friends  against 
illuminations, — a  testimony  I  have  ever  approved 
and  maintained  with  unremitting  perseverance. 
At  one  season  the  fleshly  part  would  have  gladly 
joined  in  rejoicing  after  the  flesh.  From  my  being 
first  convinced  of  sin,  righteousness  and  judgment, 
I  have  been  shy  of  receiving  either  doctrinal  or 
practical  truths  upon  trust,  or  only  because  others 
have  received  or  believed  them  j  my  concern  hav- 
ing rather  been  to  try  them  by  the  law  and  the 
testimony: — "  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward 
man,"  and  the  precious  testimonies  of  holy  writ. 
If  all  who  profess  the  truth  as  held  forth  by  us 
who  are  called  QiJakers,  were  built  upon  the  rock 
of  divine  and  internal  revelation;  the  rapid  inroads 
of  libertinism  would  be  repelled,  and  deism  extir- 
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pated.  But  the  law  written  on  the  fleshly  tables 
of  tlie  heart,  the  Scriprures  of  truth,  and  the  ad- 
vices of  our  brethren  contained  in  their  yearly 
meeting  minutes  would,  as  a  threefold  cord,  unite, 
and  not  eatily  be  broken. 


Tenth  Month,  1780. 

8.  At  the  forenoon  meeting,  truth  measurably 
prevailed  in  silence.  I  have  often  been  fearful  lest, 
in  our  society,  human  reason  and  the  works  of  a 
mere  moral  and  creaturely  righteousness,  should 
be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  law  of  faith  and 
the  new-creation  work ;  for  according  to  the  tes- 
timony of  our  truly  learned  and  deeply  experienced 
friend,  Isaac  Penington, "  God  is  all  in  redemption; 
God  doth  all,  as  fully  therein  as  in  creation  ;  it  is  a 
new  creation;  yet  the  creature  quickened  and  re- 
newed, is  in  unity  with  him  in  its  operations." 
Penington's  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  526.  All  boasting  of 
supposed  rectitude  and  self  ability  is  excluded  by  the 
law  of  faith ;  if  the  most  perfect  compliance  with' 
its  requisitions  was  attained,  the  reward  would  be 
not  of  debt,  but  of  grace  only;  but  every  de- 
viation from  the  line  of  duty  merits  death,  and 
that  condemnation  which  is  most  justly  and  rights 
fully. the  sinner's  portion;  as  it  is  written,  **  The 
wages  of  sin  is  death." 

16.     As  I   walked  in  the  fields,  the  following 
sentences  concerning  the  incomprehensibility  of  the 
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Supreme  Being  were  suddenly  impressed.  *•  Touch- 
ing the  Almighty  we  cannot  find  him  out."  "  He 
comprehends  all  things,  but  is  comprehended  by 
no  man."  **His  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  neither 
are  his  thoughts  as  our  thoughts."  "  There  is 
no  searching  of  his  understanding ;  he  giveth 
power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  who  have  no 
might,  he  increaseth  strength."  What  is  to  be 
feelingly  and  savingly  known  of  him,  is  manifest 
in  man,  by  the  revelation  of  his  Son  Christ  Jesus ; 
as  it  is  written,  **  He  was  the  true  light  which 
lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world." 
And  again,  "  For  God  who  commanded  light  to 
shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts^ 
to  give  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jesus  Christ ;  but  we  have  this  trea- 
sure in  earthen  vessels,  that  the  excellency  of  the 
power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us." 

22.  Standing  up  pretty  early  in  'a  meeting,  I 
was  soon  doubtful  of  the  rightness  of  my  concern ; 
or,  at  least,  I  was  apprehensive  of  having  stood  up 
too  soon. 

28.  I  was  much  solicited  to  engage  in  a  con- 
ference, between  two  friends,  respecting  miscon- 
duct during  the  town  election,  but  found  no  free- 
dom to  intermeddle  with  strife;  my  principal 
1}usiness  at  present  being  in  the  vineyard  of  my 
Qwn  heart.  "  My  time  is  not  yet  come,**  said 
lie  Saviour  to  hi»  immediate  followers.  The  Lord'* 
remark  might  not  only  relate  to  the  matter  then 
proposed,  but  might  also  be  intended  as  a  watchr^ 
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word  to  his  followers,  throughout  all  generations. 
Many  of  our  society  have  suffered  loss  by  hastily 
engaging  in  supposed  services,  both  in  the  mi- 
nistry and  discipline,  at  the  instigation  of  others, 
without  duly  waiting  to  feel  their  own  way. 

29.  I  went  to  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hart- 
ford, in  lowness  of  mind  and  pain  of  body ;  after 
some  time  of  waiting,  the  nature  of  that  charity, 
so  emphatically  described  by  the  Apostle,  i  Cor. 
chap.  13.  fell  very  unexpectedly  on  my  mind,  and 
a  short  testimony  was  delivered  respecting  it. 
S.  R.  and  S.  W.  afterwards  appeared  in  a  line 
somewhat  similar;  it  was  measurably  a  favored 
season. 

Eleventh  Month,  1780. 

I.  A  day  of  treading  down  in  the  valley  of 
vision;  "  the  heavens  being  as  brass,  and  the  earth 
as  iron." 

a  and  3.  There  is  no  journeying  for  Israel 
while  the  cloud  remains  upon  the  tabernacle; 
these  have  been  days  of  clouds  and  thick  dark- 
ness. 

4.  This  day  I  was  favored  with  some  glances 
towards  that  city,  where  neither  sorrows  exists 
nor  pains  annoy. 

9.  .  I  walked  by  the  Grange  to  Shad  Thames, 
with  some  desires  after  those  coi*forts  which  are 
in  love,  and  those  consolations  which  are  in  Christ. 
May  « the  beloved  of  souls  come  into  his  garden^ 
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and  eat  his  pleasant  fruits."  *'  The  fruits  of  th^ 
spirit  are  love,  joy,  gentleness,  meekness,  tem- 
perance and  faith."  They  indeed  are  not  profit- 
able to  God,  nor  meritorious  in  man  j  but  the  most 
minute  or  inconsiderable  movements  either  in 
mind  or  body,  even  to  the  giving  a  cup  of  cold 
water,  when  performed  by  the  leadings  of  divme 
life,  are  accepted  ;  and  the  creature  receives  an: 
answer  of  well  done,  through  him,  **  who  gave 
himself  to  God  for  us,  as  an  oflPering  and  a  sacri- 
fice, for  a  sweet-smelling  savour." 

II.  The  simple  and  sublime  are  admirably 
blended  in  the  prayer  of  Manasses,  king  of  Judah) 
when  he  was  holden  captive  in  Babylon.  I  read 
it  with  some  application  to  my  own  state. 

1 8.  Under  pain  of  body  and  in  distress  of  mindy 
I  was  favored  with  some  sense  of  those  everlasting 
healings  which  are  in  the  High  Priest  of  our  pro- 
fession, '*  The  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life  are  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations." 

22.  I  was  visited  by  my  friend  Thomas  Hartley, 
who  was  just  setting  out  for  East  Mailing ;  per- 
adventure,  we  may  never  more  meet  in  mutability; 
a  final  adieu,  in  respect  to  time ^  may  have  this 
day  been  taken.  The  Park  evening  meeting  was* 
a  solid  and  satisfactory  season;  some  motions 
were  presented  for  a  public  ministry,  but  this  con- 
sideration crossing  my  mind — perhaps  silence 
may  be  attended  with  a  degree  of  firmness  and 
propriety,  but  in  speaking  there  may  be  folly  ^ndf 
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weakness — I  readily  received  the  intimation,  and 
my  exercise  was  continued  in  silence. 


Twelfth  Month,  1780. 

I .  In  the  monthly  meeting,  the  quarterly  meet* 
ing's  queries  were  answered,  and  those  present 
reminded  of  "  the  bleating  of  the  sheep  and  the 
lowing  of  the  oxen.'*  The  low  estate  of  our 
society  was  lamented,  and  the  manifold  deviations 
which  appear  in  a  conformity  to  the  world,  in 
speech,  behaviour  and  apparel,  and  in  respect  to 
the  antichristian  yoke  of  tythes,  were  in  much 
love  and  tenderness  reproved. 

20.  The  week-day  meeting  was  held  in  silence: 
this  expression  occurred,  "  Their  spot  is  not  tie 
spot  of  his  children."  Variance,  wrath  and  strife 
are  the  spots  of  an  enemy,  and  his  children,  on 
whom  his  diabolical  features  are  impressed.  May 
I,  in  the  multitude  of  the  Lord's  mercies,  be  fully 
purged  from  them  !  I  afterwards  received  a  letter 
from  a  minister  in  our  Society,  expressing  a  fear 
of  being  ^  castaway.  "  Thus  deep  calleth  to 
deep.'* 

22.  We  possess  many  privileges ;  a  consider- 
able one  is  the  cloud  of  witnesses  who,  however 
diversified  in  character  and  sentiment,  have  united 
in  testifying,  "  that  the  Lord  is  good  to  them  who 

wait   upon  him,   and  to  the   soul   that  feeketh^ 
him/' 
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28.  In  the  Park  evening  meeting,  some  in- 
ward exercise  and  labor  of  spirit  was  experienced; 
in  it  consists  the  essence  of  prayer.  "  God  is  a 
spirit;'*  he  needs  not  the  medium  of  words. 
*'  There  is  only  one  Mediator,  who  was  manifest  in 
the  flesh,  and  oflfered  himself  a  ransom  for  all  ;'* 
but  remaflk  an  everlasting  High  Priest  in  the 
sanctuary  within. 


First  Month,  1781. 

!•  Since  the  commencement  of  the  former 
year,  the  messenger  on  the  pale  horse  has  arrested 
many  who,  respecting  age,  were  nearly  my  equals ; 
their  lot  is  for  ever  fixed ;  I  still  remain  ^'  in  a 
land  of  pits  and  drought."  "  Without  are  fight- 
ings, within  are  fears."  I  may  reasonably  expect, 
from  my  age  and  various  infirmities,  that  the  days 
remaining  will  be  few  and  evil.  O  t  may  not  the 
spirit  of  prayer  depart  from  me,  but  that  the  tra- 
yail  of  my  soul  may  be  increased,  until  death  is 
swallowed  up  in  victory.  Amen.  I  attended  the 
monthly  meeting  of  ministers  and  elders  at  Grace- 
church- street;  some  exercise  of  spirit  was  main- 
tained i^  our  worthy  ancient  friend,  Isaac  Sharpies^ 
bad  an  acceptable  time  in  testimony. 

4.  The  noting  this  day  was  chiefly  held  in 
silence ;  I  experienced  some  enlargement  in  silent 
prayer. 

5.  I  pressed  through  the  crouds,  intemallyj. 
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to  attend  the  week-day  meeting  at  Gracechurcli-' 
street ;  a  lion  was  in  the  way :  upon  the  whole  it 
was  a  favored  season. 

8.  I  attended  the  quarterly  meeting  at  Devon- 
shire-house, and  seven  meetings  in  the  week  pre- 
ceding :  a  necessary  inquiry  occurs  ^--what  im- 
provement hath  been  experienced  in  the  peaceable' 
fruits  of  righteousness  ? 

14.  I  had  an  inclination  this  day  to  sit  with 
my  friends  at  Devonshire-house  meeting,  where 
some  inward  exercise  was  experienct'd,  and  open- 
ings were  attendant  in  both  meetings ;  but  it 
eeemed  my  proper  business,  rather  inwardly  to  "ad- 
here to  the  inward  exercise  and  the  Great  Opener, 
than  to  minister  in  those  assemblies.  Between 
the  meetings,  at  J.  R's,  some  time  was  spent  in 
retirement,  and  I  had  unity  with  my  friends  in  the 
exerciie.  The  vision  of  the  Holy  One  is  not 
wholly  suspended,  "  nor  the  glbry  departed  from 
Israel,"  but  dispensed  as  a  seed  sown  in  weakness* 
We  see  at  times  darkly,  as  through  a  glass ;  we 
faow  but  in  part,  and  prophecy  but  in  part. 

23.  During  a  time  of  retirement  in  a  friend*^ 
femily,  a  watch-word  was  imparted,  but  nothing 
expressed;  if  the  opening  had  been  retained,  it 
might  have  been  the  means  of  preserving  me  from 
some  unnecessary  discourse,  whicb  left  me  naked 
and  wounded^  and  caused  me  to  li||down  in  sor- 
row. 

24.  This  day  I  read  some  of  J.  Ws  early 
^urnals,  being  before  acquainted  with  those  of  a 
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later  date.      He  appears  from  his  early  years  a 
diligent  seeker  after  truth,  "  not  slothful  in  busi- 
ness, but  fervent  in  spirit,"  serving  the  Lord  ac- 
cording to  the  apprehensions  of  the  present  hour ; 
not  one  of  those,  of  whom  the  Lord  speaks  by  the 
prophet  Zephaniah  i.  12.  ^*  I  will  punish  the  men 
that  are  settled  upon  their  lees,  that  say  in  their 
hearts,  the  Lord  will  not  do  good,  neither  will  he 
do  evil."     His  great  activity  in  thinking,  and  a 
hasty  divulging  of  his  present  sentiments,  hath 
undoubtedly   led   him   into  many  inconsistencies 
and  contradictions;  not  having  sufficiently  prac- 
tised the  thinking  and  speaking  with  deliberation, 
.nor  learned   the  spiritual   import  of  these  testi- 
monies; "their  strength  is  to  sit  still ;"  *^  in  rest- 
ing  and  returning  shall  ye  be  saved  ;"  "  in  quiet- 
ness  your   strength    shall   be."     Li  each  of  his 
journals  are  many  mistakes,  but  some  instructions 
in  righteousness  •,  I  cannot  justify  or  condemn  him 
altogether;  I  believe  he  means  well ;  if  I  err,  it  is 
•on  the  charita1)le  side  of  the  question;  let  them 
who  think  otherwise  try  their  own  spirits.     This 
week|^  also  perused  the  visions  of  John  Engelbert, 
a  Lutheran  protestant,  published  by  Francis  Ohcley 
of  Northampton,  a  seeker  after  spiritual  and  vital 
religion.    A  belief  or  rejection  of  some  particulars 
contained  in  tfiem  may  be  most  safely  suspended : 
however  mislfcen,  he  appears  to  have  been  one 
of  great  piety  and  devotion,  a  severe  reprover  of 
the  formal  priests  and  professors  of  that  time;  by 
which  means  he  became  subject  to  great  persec^ir- 
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tions.  He  was  also  opened  into  various  points  of 
doctrine,  since  promulgated  by  George  Fox  and 
many  brethren,  viz.  The  necessity  of  the  spirit's 
teaching,  and  the  superior  excellence  thereof  to 
the  letter ;  the  salvability  of  the  heathen  through 
Christ)  and  the  internal  operations  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  upon  their  spirits ;  the  insufficiency  of  water 
baptism,  and  an  external  commemoration  of  the 
Lord's  supper ;  bearing  a  faithful  testimony  to  the 
one  saving  baptism  and  spiritual  communion  of 
the  body  and  blood  of  Christ.  In  the  writings  of 
the  mystics  of  former  times,  there  appears  to  me  a 
great  mass  of  abstruse  and  unintelligible  matter, 
and  likewise  some  glimmerings  of  divine  truth, 
answerable  to  the  feelings  thereof  in  my  own 
mind,  as  "  face  to  face  in  a  glass."  Let  us  there- 
fore, who  are  called  Quakers,  be  cautious  how  we 
adopt  or  reject  in  the  lump,  or  at  least  join  in  the 
cry  of  enthusiasm  or  fanaticism ;  remembering 
those  epithets  were  plentifully  poured  forth  on 
our  predecessors  in  profession,  not  only  by  the 
openly  profane,  but  even  by  some  serious  pro- 
fessors, not  themselves  wholly  strangers  to  inward 
and  heartfelt  experiences,  but  shy  of  them  in  those 
not  wholly  of  the  same  sentiments.  Some  inward 
concern  and  exercise  of  spirit  hath  been  main- 
tained, but  at  other  times  too  much  unprofitable 
discourse  hath  been  attendant.         # 

28.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  those  present 
were  recommended  to  an  inward  feeling  after  the 
Immediate  presence  of  Christ  their  Saviour ;  some 
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other  points  of  doctrine  were  also  touched  upon  ; 
it  appeared  a  solid  and  favored  season.  Having 
been  sometime  absent  in  London,  our  friends  and 
neighbours  seemed  pleased  vsrith  bur  return.  It  is 
fery  ngreeable  to  maintain  the  habits  of  good 
neighbourhood  and  esteem  for  each  other;  but 
infinitely  preferable  is  "  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace."  May  it  be  increased  and  mul- 
tiplied amongst  us.     Amen. 

31.  In  the  preceding  night,  unpleasing  dreams 
attended ;  when  I  waked  I  looked  to  the  Lord,  but 
tliick  clouds  were  before  me. 


Second  Month,  1801. 

4.  In  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hartford,  faith 
in  God  and  Christ  was  recommended ;  as  it  is 
written,  "  yc  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me." 

5.  In  a  meeting  for  discipline,  my  mind  was 
oppressed  under  a  sense  of  some  present  not  suf- 
ficiently esteeming  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  with- 
out the^gates  of  Jerusalem,  nor  having  fellowship 
with  him  in  them ;  and  of  a  dark  libertine  spirit 
that  would  tranaj)l#  upon  those  precious  testi- 
monies of  the  cross,  delivered  to  George  Fox  and 
others,  against  hat-honour,  the  heathenish  appel- 
lation of  days  ^nd  months,  the  unchristian  lan- 
guage of  You«to  a  single  person,  and  the  calling  of 
men,  master,  contrary  to  the  express  prohibition 
of  our  blessed  Lord,  Matthew  xxiii.  10.  "  Be  ^e 
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not  called  of  men,  master,  for  One  is  your  Master, 
even  Christ."  Some  well  disposed  friends  may, 
perhaps,  have  strengthened  these  libertines  by 
laying  too  great  a  stress  on  externals :  *^  for  in 
Christ  Jesus,  neither  circumcision  availeth  nor  un- 
circumcision,  but  a  new  creature;"  and  if  those 
called  Quakers  walked  according  to  this  rule,  they 
would  neither  wear  gay  clothing,  nor  give  flatter- 
ing titles  to  men.  Much  expense  and  exactness 
in  dress,  sumptuous  houses  and  costly  furniture, 
comport  not  with  the  seamless  garment  of  a  cru- 
cified Saviour;  who  was  himself  the  most  perfect 
pattern  of  plainness,  and  "  had  not  whereon  to 
lay  his  head." 

9  and  lo.  These  days  have  I  been  in  the  deeps. 
"  Deep  hath  called  unto  deep."  All  the  waves 
and  billows  have  gone  over  mc. 

II.  *' A  grievous  vision  hath  been  declated 
unto  me ;"  "  My  heart  and  my  flesh  faileth/* 

1 8.  I  went  to  the  forenoon  meeting  in  great 
distress ;  but  soon  after  sitting  down,  was  nieasu- 
rably  relieved  by  an  opening  concerning  a  dead 
and  a  living  faith;  the  former  being  barely  an 
eflfort  of  the  human  understanding  gathered  from 
without,  but  the  other  proceeding  from  the  ope- 
ration of  God  upon  the  heart:  the  distinction  was 
stated  in  a  short  testimony. 

22.  This  day  I  read  the  third  part  of  the  Pil- 
grim's Progress ;  I  do  not  remember  to  have  pe- 
rused it  for  many  years ;  it  is  not  so  united  with 
the  clouds  of  Calvinism  as  the  other  parts  which 
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were  written  by  honest  John  Bunyan ;  and  as  fre* 
from  Arminian  errors.  The  folldwing  sentiments 
respecting  prayer  are  peculiarly  just  and  striking^ 
*  Prayer  is  the  soul's  discourse  or  conversation  with 
God :  now,  seeing  God  knoweth  all  things,  and 
discemeth  the  secret  thoughts  of  our  hearts,  it  is  a 
thing  indifferent,  in  private  prayer,  whether  we  use 
words  or  not ;  for  the  soul  may  discourse  and  con* 
verse  with  God  as  well  in  silence  as  with  words ; 
nay,  sometimes  better  :'  ip  short,  *  my  judgment  is, 
that  in  respect  to  God's  hearing  us,  it  is  all  one 
whether  we  use  words  or  not,  either  in  public  or 
private.'     Third  part,  bound,  page  79 — 82. 

28.  During  the  course  of  the  present  month 
a  little  cloud  arose,  apparently  no  bigger  than  a 
man's  hand,  which  hath  thickened  so  as  to  darken 
the  face  of  heaven,  and  pour  down  torrents  of  dis- 
tress upon  my  poor  soul.  I  have  been  broken  by  a 
tempest,  and  my  wounds  have  been  abundantly  mul- 
tiplied, but  the  great  Superintendant  of  the  universe 
^*  doth  all  things  well,"  his  judgments  are  righteous 
altogether  5  we  have  all  sinned,  and  fallen  short  of 
the  glory  of  God  ;  and  manifold  have  been  the  ini- 
quities of  my  youth,  and  more  advanced  years: 
the  Lord  correcteth  our  transgressions  with  the  rod, 
and  will  not  sufFer  our  lives  to  go  wholly  unpu- 
nished. Flessed  are  they  whose  sins  are  recalled 
to  their  remiembrance,  and  go  beforehand  to  judg- 
ment, that  the  transgressors  may  be  made 
white,  and  purged  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant. 
Tliis  day  I  again  perused  Joseph  Ball's  account  t)f 
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the  dying  sayings  of  his  father-in-4aw  R.  Reynolds, 
who  had  been  near  forty  years  a  minister  in  our 
society  ;  and  in  his  last  illness  was  freshly  awakened 
to  a  sense  of  sin,  and  brought  to  trust  in  Christ 
alone  for  salvation^  who  was  made  sin  for  us, 
*^  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God 
in  him.'*  The  great  sin  of  our  deceased  friend 
appears  to  have  been  too  great  an  attachment  to, 
and  assiduity  after,  the  things  of  this  world  ;  tliat 
is  not  my  foible  ',  mine  have  been  manifold. 


Third  Month,  1781. 

1 2.  Uneasiness  and  discontent  were  too  preva- 
lent, I  was  agreeably  amused  with  Dr.  Hurd's 
Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  Dr.  Fothergill ;  a 
worthy  performance.  The  extent  of  Dr.  Fother- 
gill's  application  to  professional  pursuits,  to  physi- 
cal and  philosophical  correspondences  and  benevo- 
lent communications,  wsf^  indeed  amazing;  his 
encouragement  of  genius  in  a  further  display  and 
extension  of  the  works  of  nature,  was  indeed  re*- 
3pectable  j  but  much  more  abundantly  so,  was  his 
attachment  to  some  doctrines  of  the  Cbriirian 
religion,  which,  if  not  wholly  rejected,  are  at  least 
but  lightly  esteemed  by  divers  who  are  renowned 
in  the  republic  of  letters.  *  I  should  think  mjrself 
guilty  of  a  neglect  injurious  to  the  memory  of  my 
deceased  friend,  did  I  not  observe,*  says  Dr.  Hurd, 
*  that  he  abhorred  the  prevalent  infidelity  of  the  age. 


and  gloried  m  the  name  of  Christian.'  He  rali^ii 
the  Scripturea  as  the  repository  of  divine  truths  ;• 
and  was  never  ashamed  of  those  grand  fundamental 
doctrines^— -salvation  through  the  mediation  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  sanctification  through  the  influences  of 
his  spirit  y  and  thus,  by  believing  in  God,  it  ap- 
pears by  the  preceding  anecdotes,  that  our  worthy 
friend  was  unremittingly  careful  to  maintain  good 
works.  His  steady  adherence  to  some  peculiar 
testimonies  to  the  simplicity  of  the  gospel,  held 
forth  by  the  Christian  Society  called  Quakers,  was 
also  peculiarly  exemplary ;  they  being  despised  by 
too  many  of  his  fellow-professors,  under  the  pic- 
ture of  more  liberal  and  extensive  ideas,  who  are 
themselves  greatly  his  inferiors  in  that  real  libera- 
lity of  heart  and  sentiment,  of  which  he  was  so 
emhiently  a  professor. 

21.  This  day  I  have  entered  into  the  63d  year 
of  my  age, — an  awful  event ;  to  many  it  hath 
proved  the  last  of  human  life ;  perhaps  before  an- 
other I  may  be  added  to  that  number;  but  days  and 
times,  signs  and  seasons,  are  in  the  hand  of  the 
great  Proprietor  of  the  universe,  who  made  the  sea 
and  the  dry  land,  and  man  as  a  monimient  of  his 
aiercy. 

23.  This  day,  that  exercise  has  been  maix»« 
tained  which  is  the  essence  of  prayer,  and  which 
our  Lord  intended,  when  he  said,  **  Watch  fe 
•therefore  and  pray  always,  that  ye  may  be  ac- 
counted worthy  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man.** 
.     25,    W.  T.  and  M.  P.  appeared  in  testimony^ 
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something  was  freshly  impressed  upon  my  mind, 
iut  the  meeting  ended  well  without  any  ministerial 
additions. 

31,  During  the  last  month,  some  propriety  ia 
my  outward  conduct  hath  been  supported,  an 
inward  exercise  and  reading  the  holy  Scriptures 
have  been  daily  maintained ;  nevertheless,  I  am  as 
a  man  that  earheth  wages,  to  put  it  in  a  bag  with 
holes  5  what  spiritual  profit  is  reaped  in  meetings, 
.Or  out  of  them,  is  too  much,  **  as  the  early  dew/ 


TouRTH  Month,  1781. 

T.  First  day  ;  in  the  afternoon  a  spirit  of  po- 
flirerty  and  penitence  was  recommended,  in  a  short 
testimony. 

4.  At  the  week-day  meeting,  those  present 
cwere  directed  to  the  inward  appearance  of  Christ. 
II.  The  duty  of  inward  repentance,  as  it  is 
•written,  *^  except  ye  repent  ye  shall  all  likewise 
perish,'*  and  of  the  mediation  of  Christ  as  repre- 
sented by  the  dresser  of  the  vineyard,  being  power- 
.fully  impressed,  was  stated  to  those  present  5  a 
door  of  utterance  was  measurably  opened,  and 
'SOtne  solemnity  seemed  to  attend. 

13.     I  attended  the  funeral  of  W.  M.  from 
Horslydown    meeting;    sundry   acceptable   testi- 
monies were  delivered,  under  which  I  sat  with 
sarisfaction  ;  I  hope,  likewise,  in  some  degree  under 
^the  miniltration  of  truth,  internally^  for  my  .own 


pfofit.  •*  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  ^  gosper  of 
Christ,"  but  would^  gladly  proclaim  to  thousands 
the  glad  tidfngs'of  the  gospel,  if  properly  influ- 
enced thereto;  ^*  but  no  man  taketh  this  honour 
to  himself,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God.'*  It  is 
indeed  somewhat  strange  that  I  should  be  so  gene- 
rally shut  up  from  such  an  exercise,  when  my 
brethren  in  the  ministry  are  present,  or  those  not 
in  profession  with  us,  and  have  so  frequently^ 
something  to  deliver  by  way  of  testimony  amongst 
a  few  at  Hartford  j  but  who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things  ?  "  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth/* 
**  He  that  hath  the  key  of  David,  openeth,  and  no* 
man  shutteth-,"  but  when  he  shutteth,  no  man 
ought  to  attempt  to  open. 

15.  ''  Christ  was  delivered  for  our  ofl^ences, 
and  raised  again  for  our  justification."  I  sat 
under  some  solemn  impressions  thereof,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  believers  being  quickened  together 
with  him ;  but  felt  no  necessity  to  utter  words. 

22  The  forenoon  meeting  was  large,,  and 
friends  were  recommended  to  the  word  of  recon- 
ciliation within. 

28.  The  spirit  of  prayer  hath  this  day  been 
obstructed  by  unnecessary  converse,  which  it  ought 
not  to  have  been.  "  If  any  man  doeth  the  will 
of  God,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine  •,"  and  again, 
**  if  any  man  be  a  worshipper  of  God,  and  doeth 
his  will,  him  he  heareth :"  hence  it  appears,  that 
doing  the  will  of  God,  is  necessary  to  render 
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prayer  acceptable.  The  will  of  God  is  our  sanctifi* 
cation;''  the  sanctification  ofitour  hearts  and 
mouths,  as  it  is  written,  ^^  Lo,  tins  hath  touched 
thy  lips,  thy  iniquity  is  taken  away,  thy  sin  is 
purged.**  Iniquity  is  not  only  to  be  taken  away 
by  remission  and  non«imputation,  but  sin  is  to  be 
purged  by  real  renovation ;  in  order  to  our  be* 
coming  the  sons  of  God  without  rebuke.  '*  In  your 
patience  possess  ye  your  souls,"  was  the  com« 
maud  of  the  great  Master  to  his  immediate  fol* 
lowers,  and  remains  obligatory  on  us ;  not  only  in 
the  case  of  national  and  public  calamities,  but 
also  in  respect  ta  those  domestic  inquietudes^ 
which  ^^  arise  not  out  of  the  dust.*^ 


Fifth  Month,  1781. 

7..  *^*^With  my  spirit  within  me  will  I  seek 
thee  early,"  said  one  formerly.  I  am  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  the  exercise  and  the  universality 
of  its.  obligation,  and  to  will  is  present  with  me» 
In  my  way  to  the  monthly  meeting  at  Stortford, 
amidst  much  weakness  of  flesh  and  spirit,  «ome 
hoverings  of  the  anointed  seemed  to  attend.  I  was 
unwilling  to  shut  out  the  true  Opener,  or  what 
might  proceed  from  him ;  but  at  the  same  time, 
shy  of  any  particular  impressions  of  matter ;  being 
ever  desirous  of  entering  religious  assemblies 
**  neither  bearing  purse  nor  scrip,"  or  ought  but  a 
sense  of  my  own  poverty.  In  coming  home,,  some 
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unnecessary  altercations   would  have  presented, 
which  were  through  grace  measurably  repressed. 

II.  I  was  again  at  Stortford,  at  a  meeting  ap- 
pointed for  our  worthy  friends  M.  Ridgeway  and 
J.  Watson,  who  returned  with  us  to  our  house  at 
Hartford. 

13.  M.  R.  and  her  companion  delivered  ac- 
ceptable testimonies,  both  in  the  morning  and 
afternoon  meetings.  M.R.  in  the  forenoon  recom- 
mended occupations  which  were  diligently  and 
prosperously  practised  by  our  worthy  ancest6rs, 
viz.  digging  and  begging :  a  lively  and  pertinent 
opening,  on  which  she  was  enlarged  with  strength 
and  propriety. 

19.  Mental  prayer  and  reading  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures have  of  late  been  practised  5  it  is  true  that  the 
bare  "  letter  killeth,"  but  a  diligent,  and  I  think 
almost  a  daily,  attention  to  these  sacred  records  is 
the  duty  of  all ;  not  so  much  with  a  view  of  imme- 
diate satisfaction  and  sensible  comfort,  neither 
with  a  view  of  laying  up  any  stock  in  our  memory, 
but  in  a  dependence  on  the  spirit  that  quickeneth. 
The  ministers  in  our  Society  are  particularly  recom- 
mended to  be  conversant  in  them,  by  the  yearly 
sneeting  1702  and  1706.  Nevertheless  they  ought 
to  have  no  treasury  but  the  divine  gift, — "  the 
"Well  of  water  springing  up  into  everlasting  life.'* 

23.  Being  much  indisposed  in  body,  I  attended 
the  week-day  meeting  with  little  expectation  of 
life  or  labour ;  sitting  down  in  great  nothingness,  a 
desire  was  impressed  that  all  present  might  be 
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earnestly  seeking  after  that  salvatidn  which  is  only 
attainable  through  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission 
of  their  sins,  and  the  sanctification  of  their  natures ; 
—a  perseverance  in  the  exercise  as  set  forth  in  the 
parable  of  the  unjust  judge  and  the  importunate 
widow,  were  much  illustrated  in  my  mind.  The 
children  seemed  to  be  brought  to  the  birth,  but 
Xheve  was  neither  strength  nor  freedom  rerbally 
to  bring  forth ;  towards  the  close,  I  was  freshly 
convinced  that  a  ministration  of  the  spirit  in 
one  individual,  may  reach  also  to  others,  without 
words. 

28.  In  a  meeting  for  discipline,  I  sat  in  pain 
and  bowedness  of  spirit,  under  a  sense  of  forma- 
lity and  libertinism  being  too  prevalent  in  our 
society,  some  resting  too  much  at  ease  in  the 
form,  and  a  pretty  punct"?^  compliance  with  it; 
and  others  trampling  on  th^  witness  in  themselves, 
and  the  precious  testimonies  of  truth,  in  respect  to 
speech,  behaviour,  and  apparel ;  esteeming  them  lit- 
tle things,  or  the  productions  of  enthusiasm..  Thus 
hath  the  outward  court  been  trodden  under  foot 
by  the  gentiles.  Instead  of  ap  inquiry  "  what  shall 
we  do  to  be  saved,'*  a  language  hath  been  substi- 
tuted by  the  formalift  and  libertine :  "  The  temple 
of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord  are  these  j 
what  shall  we  eat,  what  shall  we  drink,  and  where- 
withal shall  we  be  clothed  ?" 

30.  I  came  from  Hartford  to  London,  in  order 
to  attend  the  yearly  meeting. 
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Sixth  Month,  1781. 

9.  I  returned  from  London  to  Hartford  ;  the 
preceding  yearly  meeting  had,  in  its  several  sit- 
tings, both  for  ministers  and  elders,  for  business 
and-  public  worship,  been  measurably  favored  with 
the  attendance  of  that  divine  power  which  gathered 
us  to  be  a  people.  May  never  a  frequent  and 
customary  speaking  of  the  Hfe  and  power,  be  sub- 
stituted 4nstead  of  the  thing  itself  j  it  being  as  pos- 
sible to  adopt  a  roaded  use  of  such  mod^  of  ex- 
pression, as .  of  any  other  5  but  may  it  really  be 
the  crown  and  covering  of  our  assemblies  at  all 
times,  and  our  glory  for  ever. 

23,  The  fruits  of  righteousness  have  been  of 
late  measurably  sown  in  peace  ;  this  evening,  con- 
demnation for  unnecessary  discourse  was  attendant* 


SivENTH  Month,  1781. 

i;  Our  worthy  friend  Sarah  Crawley  of 
Hitchin,  attended  both  meetings.  In  the  evening, 
our  friend  W.  S.  of  this  town,  very  suddenly  de- 
parted this  life.  I  attended  his  funeral,  which 
was  large,  on  the  8th.  When  I  heard  of  his  de- 
cease, he  having  been  for  some  months  indisposed, 
I  became  doubtful  whether  I  had  not  been  defi- 
cient in  the  visiting  of  him,  and  waiting  for  the 
renewal  of  divine  help  and  counsel.  It  is  certainly 
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a  Juty  to  visit  the  sick,  arid  sit  with  tlieiri  j  But  m' 
such  sittings  words  have  been  expected,  and  they 
have  been,  perhaps,  too  frequently  uttered  in  a 
customary  manner  amongst  us,  as  well  as  others. 

13.  Unprofitable  disputations  grievously  pre- 
vailed^ we  should  never  speak  any  thing  but  truth; 
and  frequently  no  advantage  accrues  from  speaking 
of  what  we  most  firmly  believe  to  be  the  truth  'y 
speaking  often  is  folly,  when  in  silence  there  is 
strength. 

14.  I  have  lately  perused,  to  my  satisfaction, 
and,  I  hope,  spiritual  advantage,  sundry  treatises 
published  in  the  last  century,  composed  by  Romans 
Catholics  and  Puritans.  I  art  glad  to  reap  **  the 
grape-gleanings  of  the  vintage"  from  every  quarter, 
considering  the  Lord's  vineyard  to  be  of  a  greatf 
extent,  and  **  his  commandment  to  be  exceeding 
broad:**  •*  there  standing  before  the  throne,  of 
all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues  and  people,  clothed 
in  white  robes,  and  having  palms  in  their  hands, 
ascribing  salvation  unto  God  and  unto  the  Lamb." 
It  is  a  great  weakness  in  the  Calvinists,  and  per- 
haps in  some  others,  that  they  reject  every  thing 
that  is  not  coined  in  their  own  mint,  and  reduced 
to  the  standard  of  a  supposed  orthodoxy:  they 
may  indeed  narrow  and  limit  themselves  and  their 
fellow-creatures,  but  they  cannot  limit  the  Lord 
of  Hosts;  his  ways  are  illimitable,  "  and  hi» 
thoughts  are  not  their  thoughts ;"  *'  the  glorious 
Lord  being  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and  streams.*' 

1 7*  I  was  under  condemnation  for  speaking  too 
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freely  on  various  occasions ;  in  the  multitude  of 
words  there  wanteth  not  siri,  "and  what  causeth  ski, 
causeth  sorrow.  The  Lord  is  more  pure  than  to 
behold  iniquity.  "  Salvation  is  only  of  grace 
through  faith."  But  every  work  and  secret  thing 
shall  be  brought  in  judgment  before  a  more  per- 
fect tribunal  than  that  of  human  prudence  and 
partiality.  **  Wash  thou  me,  O  Lord,  and  I  shall 
be  clean;"  purge  thou  me  with  the  blood  of 
sprinkling,  ^^  that  the  bones  which  thou  hast 
broken  may  rejoice." 

19.  Being  afflicted  with  pain  of  body,  tijese 
aspirations  attended ;  Lord,  sanctify  the  chastening 
of  my  flesh,  that  my  spirit  may  be  saved  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

25.  A  silent  meeting,  with  the  illustration  of 
these  words,  "  He  that  doeth  evil,  hateth  the  light.'* 

26.  Before  dinner,  in  Morgan's  Walk,  with 
feebleness,  and  amidst  interruption,  these  ejacu- 
lations were   inwardly  uttered ;  Lord,  sanctify ; 
purify ;  that  I  may  be  perfected  in  holiness,  accor- 
ding to  the  measure  of  my  faith  in  Christ.     This 
day  and  yesterday  have  been  spent  pretty  satis*- 
factorily,  although  not  without  defects.     In  the 
midst  of  bodily  and  mental  pain,  may  my  looking 
be  more  and  more  unto  him  who  was  made  per- 
fect through  sufferings ;  not  as  to  the  purity  of  his 
own  nature,  for  he  was  the  immaculate  Lamb 
:who  knew  no  sin,  but  in  respect  to  the  appoint- 
ments and  designations  of  the  Father,  for  the  re- 
4lemptioix  of  mankind  through  him,  and  th^  he 
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might  be  the  more  gloriously  opened  as  a  fbimtaiir, 
not  only  to  the  house  of  David  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerusalem^  but  to  the  whole  race  of  Adam^  for 
sin  and  uncleanness. 

30.  This  day  being  the  summer  assizes,  the 
judge  came  in.  I  am  likely  soon  to  appear  before 
the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth ;  at  so  important  a 
crisis,  some  are  ready  to  say,  we  have  faith,  and 
others,  we  have  works ;  I  can  boast  of  neither, 
but  can  only  say,  "  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  my 
unbelief  j"  thou  canst  fulfil  all  the  good  pleasurie 
of  thy  goodness,  and  ^e  work  of  faith  with 
power ;  thy  mercy  reacheth  the  depth  of  misery  ? 
righteousness  and  strength  are  with  thee,!  and  ont 
day  is  as  a  thousand  years.. 


Eighth  Month,  1781. 

8.  The  following  aspirations  were  attendant^ 
Lord,  spare  me  yet  a  little  longer,  that  I  may 
obtain  an  increase  of  strength  and  faith  in  thee  y 
the  work  is  thine:  reform  also  my  exterior  con* 
duct,  shew  forth  my  faith  by  my  works  ^ 
**  Instead  of  die  thorn  may  the  myrtle  appear/? 
Let  thy  works  praise  thee,  and  thy  long  suffering 
be  salvation. 

25.     Some  feelings   after   the   meekness    and 
gentleness  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  were  this^ 
day  attendant.     I  read  divers  accounts  of  such-,, 
who,  near  the  conclusion  of  their  lives,  obtained 


an  evidence  of  peace  with  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ. 

31.  After  a  deeply-eiercislng  night,  in  which 
the  alarm  of  death  was  as  loud  within,  as  the  tem- 
peist  without,  I  wrote  out  a  fresh  copy  of  my 
will,  which  I  design  to  get  speedily  executed.  I 
have  nothing  to  boast  of,  but  many  backslidings 
bitterly  to  bewail ;  nevertheless,  since  I  have  pos- 
sessed some  outward  substance,  I  have  been  de- 
sirous to  expend  it  in  the  most  equitable  manner  I 
could,  and  that  my  fellow-creatures,  both  pro-^ 
fessor  and  profane,  might  partake  o£  the  benefit  j 
and  my  own  reputation,  as  an  individual,  hath 
been  pretty  much  absorbed  in  the  consideration  of 
my  religious  profession,  that  none  might  have  any 
cause  to  reproach  the  blessed  truth,  as  having  a 
narrow,  illiberal,,  and  selfi«h  tendency^ . 


Ninth  Months  1781; 

12;  I  was  attended  with  pain  of  body  and  low* 
ness  of  mind :  a  distinction  betwixt  the  life  of 
faith  and  the  life  of  sense,  was  the  object  of  my 
meditation.  I  have  lived  more  than  three-score 
years  too  much  after  the  bias  of  my  senses,  at 
least,  in  those  things  that  are  esteemed  innocent  by 
men.  **  The  life  that  I  now  live,"  said  the  blessed 
apostle,  "  is  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God :? 
almost  daily  desires  after  the  experience  thereof^ 
hath  attended. for  more  than  forty  years ^  y^t  1 
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remain  to  this  day  too  great  a  stranger  to  the  full 
enjoyment  of  that  "  life  which  is  hid  with  Christ 
in  God."  O  may  I  daily  experience  an  increase  in 
it !  that  when  he,  who  is  the  life  of  his  people, 
shall  appear,  I  also  may  appear  with  him. 

14.  It  hath  long  been  itiy  judgment,  that  the 
circulating  of  reports  which,  in  any  wise,  have  a 
tendency  to  depreciate  others,  is  inconsistent  with 
our  Christian  duty;  the  mortifying  our  natural 
propensities,  in  that  respect,  is  certainly  a  branch  of 
the  Cross  of  Christ,  and  compatible  with  his  spirit 
and  precepts.  Great,  indeed,  even  in  this  particu<- 
lar,  is  the  prevalence  of  the  law  in  the  members, 
against  that  of  the  mind,  and  of  corrupt  propensity 
over  a  more  rightly  informed  judgment. 

25.  Having  been  for  some  time  past  pretty  much 
confined,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  perusing  some 
tracts,  lately  published,  written  by  my  long  ac- 
quainted friend  Joseph  Phipps  •,  in  which  our  religi- 
ous sentiments  concerning  baptism.  Christian  com- 
munion, silent  waiting,  oaths,  fasting,  and  rejoicing, 
are  stated  and  supported.  The  great  error  of  the 
Calvinists,  and  those  called  remonstrants,  or  predes- 
tinarians  and  free-willers,  hath  been  in  endeavouring 
to  reduce  the  deep  mysteries  of  the  incorruptible 
God,  into  an  image  or  system  made  in  the  like* 
ness,  and  after  the  manner  of  corruptible  men ; 
and  so  seeking,  by  the  arts  and  devices  of  their 
own  hearts,  to  elucidate  the  ways  and  works  of  an 
infinite  Creator,  by  tlirose  of  finite  creatures : — a 
most  vain  and  fruitless  effort,  replete  with  ab* 
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'surdity,  and  inconsistent  with  tlie  express  decla- 
ration of  the  Lord  Jehovah,  "  Let  the  wicked 
forsake  his  ways,  aifid  the  unrighteous  man  his 

•thoughts,  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have 
mercy >  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly 
pardon;"  ^*  for  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  saith  the  Lord ; 
for  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so 
are   my  ways  higher  than   your  ways,  and  my 

•  flioughts  than  your  thoughts." 


Tenth  MaNTH,  17$!. 

9.  Being,  contrary  to  my  knowledge,  ncm]-* 
fiated  to  attend  the  meeting  for  sufferings,  as  one 
of  the  committee  of  the  yearly  meeting,  in  con- 
sidering and  digesting  the  Book  of  Extracts,  con- 
taining rules  and  advices  relative  to  our  religious 
society,  I  went  from  Hartford  to  London. 


Eleventh  Month,  1781. 

6.  This  day  the  committee  on  the  Book  of 
Extracts  was  dissolved  for  the  present,  having  sat 
from  the  19th  of  last  month  inclusively.  I  was 
enabled  to  attend  pretty  closely;  my  lips  were 
generally  sealed  in  silence,  but  some  inward  exer- 
cise of  spirit  was  at  times  experienced  for  the 
revival  of  the  law  and  the  testimony^  thai  Taqtcx 
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might  be  redeemed  by  judgment,  and  established 
in  righteousness-  How  good  is  it  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  in  unity,  and  to  be  preserved  froni 
anger,  wrath,  clamour,  envy,  and  evil-speaking  5 
which  favours  were  measurably  experienced  in 
the  course  of  the  foregoing  service*  Thanks  to 
the  God  of  Peace,  and  Master  of  Assemblies,  to 
whom  the  glory  of  every  good  word  and.  work 
belongs,  now  and  for  ever. 

2o,  Myself  and  wife  dined  at  Yoimgsbury: 
after  dinner  I  had  some  discourse  with  D.  Barclay 
concerning  that  excellent  man  and  skilful  minister 
of  Christ,  his  grandfather,  and  the  elaborate  Apo- 
logy he  wrote  for  the  true  Christian  Divinity :  his 
memory  1  much  esteem  for  the  evangelical  testi- 
monies contained  in  that  work,  and  the  distinctions 
between  the  doctrmes  of  truth  and  Calvinistical 
and  Pelagian  errors.  May  none,  professing  with 
us,  forsake  *'  the  fountain  of  living  waters,"  who 
thus  speaketh  5  **  If  any  man  is  athirst,  let  him 
come  unto  me  and  drink,"  and  turn  not  aside  to 
the  corrupted  channels  of  carnal  reason  and  crea-- 
turely  power;  for  if  so,-  **  the  strong  shall  be  as  . 
tow,  and  the  maker  of  it  as  a  spark,"  when  the  • 
Lord  shall  shake  terribly  the  earth,  and  -exiik  his 
only-begotten  Son,  as  the  refuge  of  the  poor,  aad 
*^  strong  hold  of  the  daughter  of  Zion," 

22.     I  read.  the. 3d  and  4th  chapters  of  the  pro-  - 
phet    Daniel  5    in   the   former,    there   appears .  a 
striking  instance  of  the  tyranny  of.despoticprinccLS,  . 
in  the  person  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  his  unreason-  - 
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able  requisitions  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  his  tyran- 
nous decree  concerning  them,  because  they  were 
unable  to  comply  therewith.  Equally  arbitrary  and 
irrational  was  the  command  of  Pharaoh,  king  of 
Egypt,  to  the  children  of  Israel,  to  make  brick 
when  their  usual  allotment  of  straw  was  withheld. 
The  mighty  Lord  and  Ruler  of  princes,    "the 
blessed  and  only  potentate,"  "  the  King  of  kings, 
and  Lord  of  lords,"  dealeth  not  so  with  his  crea- 
tures.    He  hath,  indeed,  a  right  to  do  what  he 
pleaseth  with  his  own ;  and  who  will  say  to  him,. 
"  What   doest  thou?"    His   works,  indeed,  are 
marvellous,  and  "  past  finding  out ;"  but- "  just 
and  true  are  all  his  ways.'*     There  is  also  exhi- 
bited a  striking  instance  of  the  divine  superinten- 
dence, and  the   faithfulness   of  the  Almighty  to 
them  who  trusr  in  him,    in  the  preservation  of 
Shadrach,  Mesheck,  and  Abednego,  in  the  midst 
of  the  fiery  furnace ;  because  .they  would  not  serv^ 
the  gods   of  Nebuchadnezzar,   nor  worship  the 
graven  image  he  had  set  up. 

25.  "  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all 
his  benefits  ?  I  will  take  the  cup  of  salvation,  and 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord."  In  an  intro- 
version of  the  heart  to  God,  in  mental  suppli- 
cation, and  the  breathing  of  the  Spirit,  which 
**  makejth  intercession  with  groanings  which  cannot 
be-  uttered,"  consists  the  essence  of  all  acceptable 
prayer  and  praise. 
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Twelfth  Momthj  1781. 

I.  I  remembered  the  patriarch  Jacob,  who  set 
up  the  stone  and  anointed  the  pillar.  The  Lord 
of  Hosts  is  his  memorial. 

5.  Appeared  at  the  week-day  meetings  but 
omitting  to  close  at  a  proper  time,  when  a  point- 
ing  so  to  do  was  internally  presented,  and  pro* 
ceeding  to  utter  a  few  more  expressions,  flatness 
and  uneasiness  ensued.  O  the  spiritual  skilful- 
ness,  distinction  and  propriety,  which  ought  ever 
to  attend  the  exercise  of  a  gospel  ministry  1  What 
was  predicted  of  the  holy  head,  also  appertaining 
in  measure  to  the  members ;  '^  he  shall  be  quick 
of  understanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  j"  ^*  but 
who  is  suflScient  for  these  things  ?  " 

21.  I  was  favored  with  some  internal  direction 
to  *'  the  cloud  of  witnesses,"  and  Jesus,  the 
author  and  finisher  of  their  faith,  who  is  entered 
within  the  veil. 

23.  I  was  desirous  of  attending  the  quarterly 
meeting  at  Hartford,  but  was  prevented  by  indis* 
position  from  going  thither  until  this  day.  On 
the  journey,  I  was  favored  with  some  renewed  con* 
victions  of  the  beneiit  and  excellence  of  waiting 
upon  the  Lord  in  silence ;  in  it  consists  the  very 
cfssence  and  marrow  of  prayer,  of  which,  wordf 
the  most  fitly  spoken  are  only  a  signification. 
Upon  a  mature  investigation  of  the  New  Testa- 
mvnti  I  can  perceive  no  obligation  on  believers  t9 
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keep  the  first  day  of  the  week.  By  divine  direc- 
tion, the  seventh  was  ordained  as  a  sabbath  to 
Israel  after  the  flesh,  "  whilst  the  first  tabernacle 
was  yet  standing,"  and  the  transgressors  of  the 
divine  command  were  to  be  judged  with  a  legal 
and  rigorous  severity :  but  when  **  the  .word  was 
made  flesh,'.'  and  magnified  as  the  glorious  rest 
an^  hiding-place  of  his  people,  we  find  the  apostle 
P'iul  contending  for  the  liberty  of  the  gospel,  and 
prohibiting  the  saints  in  Christ  Jesus  from  judging 
one  another,  in  respect  of  an  holy  day,  or  the  new 
moon,  or  the  sabbath  days  5  which,  says  he,  **  are 
a  shad'  w  of  things  to  come,  but  the  body  is  of 
Christ.**  Nevertheless,  I  greatly  disapprove  of 
travelling  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  to  the  neg* 
lecting  of  our  religious  assemblies  for  divine  wor- 
ship \  it  being  highly  conducive  to  a  proper  dis- 
charge both  of  divine  and  moral  duties,  that  one 
day  in  the  seven  should  be  peculiarly  appropriated 
to  sacred  purposes* 

31.  The  last  day  of  the  year  1781.  Another 
year  hath  now  been  added  to  my  life,  but  in  the 
ilue  improvement  of  it,  I  have  been  too  deficient. 
How  wonderfully  have  I  been  preserved}  even 
from  my  youth  upwards,  my  life  hath  been  a  life 
of  wonders,  inwardly  and  outwardly :  when  I  look 
back,  I  am  filled  with  astonishment.  What  shall- 
I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  and  in« 
numerable  mercies,  which  have  been  more  thaut 
the  hairs  of  my  head  ! 
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First  Month,  1782. 

1 .  This  day  we  made  a  feast,  consistent  wifii 
our  Lord's  direction :  although  not  in  every  re* 
spect  literally  so,  I  would  maintain  a  spirit  of  hos* 
pitality  and  becoming  liberality  towards  all ;  but 
the  feasts  of  our  Lord's  institution,  are  the  most 
satisfactory  to  those  who  are  desirous  of  being  hit 
disciples. 

6.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  a  testimony  was 
delivered  to  the  universal  grace  and  benignity  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  and  that  healing  and  salvation 
which  is  in  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  what  is 
written ;  *^  as  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the 
wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted 
up,"  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  eternal  life. 

27.  At  Horslydown  meeting  in  the  forenoon, 
my  mind,  after  a  time  in  silent  waiting,  was 
strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  divine  om- 
niscience and  compassionate  notice  of  Him,  who 
**  beheld  Nathaniel  under  the  fig-tree."  The 
matter  remaining  with  weight,  a  few  words  were 
spoken  relative  thereto. 

30.  The  week-day  meeting  at  Gracechurch- 
etreet,  was  a  solid  and  satisfactory  season;  my 
mind  was  powerfully  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  great  mercy  of  the  Supreme  Being,  in  the 
forgiveness  of  sins,  and  the  indispensible  obli- 
gation, which  we  monals  are  under,  of  forgiving 
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one  another,  as  it  is  written,  **  and  forgive  us  our 
«ins,  as  we  forgive  those  who  are  indebted  to  us." 
The  meeting  was  chiefly  held  in  silence,  M.  P. 
only  appearing  in  a  short,  but  very  acceptable,  tes- 

timony« 

« 

Second  Month,  i782, 

-  4.  I  attended  the  meeting  of  ministers  and 
elders  at  Gracechurch-street,  which  was  to  me  a 
season  of  humiliation  and  of  treading  down  in  the 
valley  of  vision.  I  remembered  the  humiliating 
language  of  one  formerly,  who  was  ordained  a 
prophet  to  the  nations  5  **  Ah,  Lord  God  !  behold, 
I  cannot  speak,  for  I  am  a  child.'*  Such  a  sense 
of  natural  and  creaturely  impotence  (notwithstand^- 
ing  any  gifts  or  qualifications  which  may  have  been 
possessed)  ought  to  be  the  frequent  experience  of 
every  one  cdhcerned  in  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  sitting,  our  ancient 
friend,  Thomas  Corbyn,  delivered  a  pertinent  ex- 
hortation. 

6.  Unprofitable  discourse  prevailed.  **  The 
tongue  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly  poison^ 
which  no  man  can  tame." 

ii»  As  my  fathers  were,  so  am  I,  a  sojourner 
here,  and  my  days  are  passing  over  more  swiftly 
than  a  weaver's  shuttle  ~;  •*'  this  is  my  infirmity, 
but  I  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right  hand 
of  the  Most  High,"  his  wonders  which  have  been 
of  old  5   "  and  him  who  is  an   high  priest  for 
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ever,  after  the  order  of  Melclusedeck;'*  in  whom 
**  death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory."  May 
my  desire  and  hope  of  salvation  be  in  him,  al- 
though I  am  a  dwarf  in  Israel,  and  far  short  of 
having  attained  a  proper  growth,  in  the  "  measure 
of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ." 

12.  This  day,  being  commonly  called  Shrove 
Tuesday,  I  considered  those  seasons  which  were 
set  apart  by  the  church  of  Rome  for  peculiar  pur- 
poses of  devotion,  and  in  commemoration  of  ceN 
tain  signal  events,  relative  to  the  redemption  of 
the  human  race :  many  of  that  communion  very 
conscientiously  and  piously  adhered  to  them,  not 
only  in  respect  to  the  outward  observance,  but 
also  to  what  passed  within  *,  the  latter  ought  also 
to  be  our  concern  at  all  times,  that  we  might  ex- 
perience, indeed,  a  holy  day  to  the  Lord,  and  an 
acceptable  fast,  in  ceasing  from  sin,  from  anger 
and  wrath,  clamour,  envy  and  evil  speaking;  as 
likewise  from  an  inordinate  gratification  of  our 
palates,  in  meats  and  drinks,  and  whatsoever  else 
is  inconsistent  with  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

17.  In  the  afternoon  meeting  I  perceived  a 
disposition  to  catch  at  sundry  passages  of  holy 
writ,  which  passed  as  it  were  the  surface  of  my 
mind  in  such  a  transient  superficial  succession,  a3 
not  only  to  be  unprofitable  but  painful ;  howeveri 
I  was  preserved  in  silence^  with  some  desires 
after  the  livmg  substance. 
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Third  Month,  1782. 

10.  I  sat  down  in  the  forenoon  meeting  in 
jowness ;  but  in  silent  waiting,  matter  was  pre- 
sented relative  to  my  own  state,  which  afterwards 
seemed  to  extend  to  others ;  but  other  ministers 
being  present,  I  was  loth  to  break  in  upon  their 
silent  waiting,  or  what  might  be  upon  their  minds 
to  offer  to  the  people.  We  are  not  to  have  the 
faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord  of  glory^ 
with  respect  of  persons,  nor  die  exercise  of  our 
ministry  according  to  our  own  time  and  will.  Yet 
*^  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  order  j"  and  there  is  justly 
a  **  preferring  one  another  in  love,  wherein  the 
spirits  of  the  prophets  are  subject  to  the  prophets." 
Reduced  and  small  as  the  number  of  ministers  in 
our  society  now  is,  if  a  similar  care  was  at  all 
times  prevalent,  the  dignity  and  decorum  of  our 
teligious  society  would  be  better  maintained. 
Two  friends  afterwards  delivered  acceptable  testi- 
monies. 

11.  I  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Watton  trust ; 
the  matter  under  consideration  was,  the  dismission 
of  the  toll-gatherers  for  a  supposed  breach  of 
trust ;  one  of  them  appearing,  made  but  a  poor 
defence,  nay  out  of  his  own  mouth  he  was  con- 
denaned.  If  the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth  should 
mark  iniquities  with  severity  in  the  day  of  a 
righteous  retribution,  who  could  stand  before  him 
**  whose  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire,  and  his  voic^ 


48 

as  the  sound  of  many  waters  ?  '*  This  remark  is 
not  intended  to  annul  the  distmctions  betwixt 
right  and  wrong,  the  praise  which  is  due  to  moral 
virtue,  or  the  censure  which  may  be  properly  ap- 
plied to  the  breach  thereof.  In  my  own  con- 
science I  stand  justified  from  infidelity  in  the  un- 
righteous mammon  5  but  being  at  the  same  time 
convicted  of  how  much  I  am  indebted  to  the  Lord, 
for  want  of  a  due  improvement  of  his  manifold 
grace,  my  soul  was  humbled  within  me ;  and  I 
withdrew  without  annexing  my  signature  to  the 
order  for  his  dismission. 

20.  This  day  was  closed  the  63d  year  of  my 
age ;  a  period  I  never  expected  to  have  passed ;  it 
hath  been  a  year  of  various  distresses  and  desola- 
tions J  I  have  been  brought  down  to  the  sides  of 
the  pit,  and  lifted  up.  How  wonderful  are  the 
works  of  God,  who  maketh  all  j  "his  -ways  are 
past  finding  out." 

31.  This  day  is  observed  by  the  churches  of 
Rome  and  England,  in  commemoration  of  the 
Lord  Christ,  "  who  was  delivered  for  our  offences, 
and  raised  again  for  our  justification."  It  is 
written  in  th^  scripture,  "  Let  every  one  that 
nameth  the  name  of  Christ,  depart  from  iniquity^" 
How  few  among  the  various  sects  in  Christendom 
are  concerned  in  heart  so  to  do  !  Notwithstanding 
their  appointed  fasts  and  feasts,  their  loud  boast* 
ings  of  justification  by  Christ,  and  pompous  praises 
of  virtue  and  moral  rectitude,  in  their  hearts  they 
regard  iniquity. 
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Fourth  Month,  1782* 

5.  Walking  in  the  Grange,  and  parts  adjacent^ 
and  reviewing  scenes  and  places  with  which  I 
had  been  acquainted  in  early  youth,  I  became 
profitably  recoilected  in  spirit,  in  a  sense  of  the 
promised  seed,  by  whose  mediatorial  influence  I 
have  been  preserved  to  this  day,  when  many  of  my 
cotemporaries  are  unalterably  stationed  in  regiont 
unexplorable  by  us  Who  are  on  this  side  Jordan. 
May  I,  together  with  many  brethren,  be  concerned, 
as  at  the  eleventh  hour  of  the  day,  with  much 
spiritual  travail  and  great  searchings  of  heart,  to  seek 
as  treasure  hid  i||  a  field,  "  Christ  in  us  the  hope 
of  glory,"  "  who  was  delivered  for  our  offences, 
and  was  raised  again  for  our  justification  j"  being 
according  to  the  fle.h  of  the  seed  of  David  5 
but  who  is  God  over  aH,  blessed  for  ever.  And 
as  our  ancient  friend,  George  Fox,  used  to  testify 
concerning  him,  "  Christ  Jesus  the  true  seed, 
both  in  the  male  and  the  female  !  the  head  oi  the 
body  !  the  church  !  " 

7.  I  was  under  some  difficulty  respecting  what 
meetings  I  should  attend,  or  whether  any,  beings 
low  in  mind  and  indisposed  in  body.  T  Tooked 
tpwards  divers,  but  there  was  a  giant  it!  the  "wiifm  -'^fr*^ 
I  was  in  some  degree  peaceably  recollected  'it 
•Gracechurch-street,  in  the  forenoon,  and  West- 
minster, m  the  afternoon  ;  but  silent  in  both  :  by 
accident,  this  evening,  hearing  one  speak  of  that 
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**  hope"  that  "  maketh  not  asKamed,^'  lie  declared 
that  the  foundation  of  it  was  God,  Christ,  hit 
blood,  righteousness,  and  spirit ;  that  the  subject 
was  the  awakened  sinner,  who,  despairing  of  any 
other  means  of  salvation,  casts  himself  on  God  and 
Christ ;  and  having  this  hope,  Christ  in  him,  is 
purified,  "even  as  he  is  pure."  .  To  me,  a  degree 
of  spiritual  savour  and  soundness  seemed  to  attend 
the  remarks.  I  was  thankful  for  the  preservations: 
and  favours  of  the  day. 

17.  Openings  respecting  divine  things,  were 
plentifully  attendant.  What  is  rightly  opened 
may  be  both  profitable  and  pleasant,  but  not  at 
all  times  "  lawful  to  be  uttered."  The  day  of  the 
Lord  is  to  be  on  all  **  pleasant  pic^^^es,"  for  their 
probation. 

22.  I  read  part  of  an  essay  on  the  present  state 
of  England  ;  an  excellent  political  performance ; 
the  author  possessing  clear  ideas,  and  adducing 
strong  proofs  of  former  errors,  and  prejudging 
those  which  may  hereafter^  happen,  in  case  Pro- 
vidence should  permit  a  spirit  of  pride  and  intoxi- 
cation still  to  prevail,  for  a  further  punishment 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  nation. 

24»  In  the  week-day  meeting,  a  testimony  was. 
delivered  concerning  that  purity  of  heart  which  is- 
the  righteousness  of  faith;  as  it  is  written, 
'^  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  sliall  see 
God." 

28.  In  the  forenoon-meeting,  those  present 
Were  recommended  to  seek  after  an  experimental 
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knowledge  of  the  truth.  After  sitting  long  in  the 
afternoon  meeting,  in  much  heaviness,  very  unex* 
pectedly  some  matter  was  powerfully  impressed, 
with  a  pointing  for  a  public  ministry :  a  minister 
not  belonging  to  our  meeting  being  present,  for 
fear  of  interrupting  any  concern  he  might  be 
under,  I  kept  the  concern  to  myself,  until  the 
proper  time  for  speaking  passed  oven  Neithet 
did  the  other  friend  appear. 


Fifth  Month,  1782. 

1.  Two  testimonies  were  delivered,  recommend- 
ing  to  a  state  o£»  inward  poverty ;  as  the  reverse 
to  that  Laodicean  fulness,  which  was  so  severely 
reproved  by  the  "  faithful  and  true  witness." 

8.  Great  was  the  distress  and  perturbations 
of  my  mind  during  the  early  part  of  the  week-day 
meeting  5  afterwards  some  solemnity  attended  in 
silence)  and  under  the  acceptable  ministry  of  R. 
Valentine.  O  for  more  fervency  of  spirit,  and 
striving  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate ! 

18.  Some  pertinent  advices 'were  delivered  in 
the  yearly  meeting  of  ministers  and  elders ;  and  a 
language  passed  through  my  mind,  *^  O  Lord 
God,  forgive,  I  beseech  thee !  by  whom  shall  Jacob 
arise  ?  for  he  is  small." 

22.  At  dinner  we  were  unexpectedly  visited 
by  our  ancient  friend  Thomas  Hartley  5  probably 
the  last  time :  he  appearing  to  be  much  emaciated^ 
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and  Ms  countenance  languid  and  meagre;  tut 
attended  with  a  fresh  and  'lively  sense  of  vital  and 
experimental  religion.  Retiring  vrith  him  from 
sbme  company  who  were  present,  he  expressed 
himself,  in  much  tenderness  of  spirit,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect :  *  O  my  dear  friend  !  I  have  lately 
passed  through  many  fiery  trials  and  deep  bap- 
tisms, such  as  I  had  never  before  fully  experienced^ 
all  the  secret  and  concealed  sins  of  my  former 
life,  even  many  which  had  passed  unnoticed, 
have  been  brought  to  light  and  set  in  order  before 
me.  I  have  been  laid  more  low  than  ever,  before 
the  throne ;  and  so  humbled  in  a  sense  of  my  own 
nothingness,  that  I  could  stoop  even  to  the  mean- 
est ©f  my  fellow  creatures.  Bift  I  hope  these 
severe  dispensations  have  been  for  my  further  pu- 
rification, and  meetness  for  that  rest  and  glory, 
which  will  be  the  fruition  of  sanctified  spirits  to 
all  eternity/  In  the  year  1776,  I  was  introduced 
to  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  by  a  wor- 
thy minister  in  our  own  Society,  and  esteem  the 
same,  one  of  the  blessings  of  my  advanced  years, 
for  which  I  am  accountable  to  the  Author  of  every 
good  gift.  He  lived  some  years  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Hartford,  and  left  a  sweet  savour  behind 
him,  both  among  rich  and  poor.  It  was  my  lot 
to  differ  much  from  him  in  my  natural  disposition, 
.1  and  also  in  some  points  to  which  he  was  much 
attached*,  but  he  sought  not  so  much  to  promote 
the  sentimental  part  of  religion,  as  the  life  of 
righteousness,  and  the  experimental  knowledge  of 
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the  croSB  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  which  crucifie* 
to  the  corrupt  propensities  of  fallen  nature,  and 
produces  the  fruits  of  the  spirit,  which  are  love, 
**  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost." 

29.  The  yearly  meeting  atpHartford  was  small, 
by  reason  of  the  prevalence  of  disease.  The  mi- 
nistry of  our  worthy  ancient  friend,  I.  S.  was 
singularly  distinguished  with  brightness  ;  his  mat- 
ter being  evangelical,  and  his  expressions  correct, 
nervous  and  animated. 


Sixth  Month,  1782. 

.  r.  The  reports  already  recorded  may  rather 
seem  of  a  discouraging  nature,  and  not  dissimilar 
to  those  of  the  evil  ^ies  formerly ;  "  there  we  saw 
the  giants,  the  sons  of  Anak,"  "  and  we  were  in 
our  own  sight  as  grasshoppers ;"  *'  the  cities  are 
great,  andwalled  up  to  heaven,"  O  I  that  I  might 
yet  more  possess  the  spirit  of  Caleb  and  Joshua, 
who  followed  the  Lord  fully^  and  through  faith 
and  patience  inherited  the  promised  land. 

7.  Early  in  the  morning,  being  pretty  easy  in 
body  and  mind,  I  remembered  tlie  Lord,  to  whom 
mercies  and  forgiveness  belong. 

p.  Towards  the  close  of  the  forenoon  meeting, 
some  matter  was  opened,  but  I  was  most  easy  to 
leave  the  people  to  the  great  Opener,  who  op^is, 
when,  where,  and  what  he  please th ;  and  without 
whose  inspeaking  word,  the  voice  of  all  outward 
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preachers,  is  but  is  **  sounding  brass,  or  a  titik- 
iing  cymbal.*' 

10.  This  day,  unexpectedly  and  unsought  for 
by  me,  I  had  a  conference  with  a  warm  Calvinist, 
who  seemed  to  lay  an  unwarrantable  stress  on  the 
peculiar  tenets  of  that  sect  j  and  to  be  too  mucl\ 
a  stranger  to  that  meekness  and  benignity  which 
peculiarly  characterises  the  religion  of  him,  who 
.came  not ''  to  destroy  men's  lives  but  to  save  them.*' 
I  Asserted  Christ  to  be  the  only  means  of  sal* 
ration,  and  •*  the  Lord  our  righteousness ;"  both 
in  respect  to  his  meritorious  and  propitiatory  tran- 
sactions in  the  flesh,  and  his  being  revealed  within^ 
as  the  hope  of  glory.  To  the  former  part  of  the 
proposition  he  heartily  assented  5  but  appeared  toa 
.great  a  stranger  to  the  mystery  which  had  been 
hid  from  ages  and  generations,  «  but  is  now  made 
jnanifest  to  the  saints." .  I  spoke  only  the  wordt 
of  truth  and  soberness,  as  they  are  set  forth  vsk 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  Robert  Barclay's  Apology, 

^and  the  writings  of  other  faithful  men :  but  I  fear 
neither  myself  nor  friend,  were  sufficiently  bap* 
tized  into  an  inward  and  immediate  feeling  of 
the  tilings  which  were  spoken. 

11.  As  I  was  walking  in  the  evening,  agrees 
ubly  with  what  was  expressed  in  the  conference  of 
yesterday,  in  a  degree  of  the  immediate  feeling,^ 
the  language  of  our  worthy  friend,  Isaac  Pening-i 
ton»  was  inwardly  uttered ;  "  None  but  Christ ; 
xione  but  Christ,  can  my  soul  say  from  a  sense  of 
my  continual  need  of  him,"    Not  only  as  he  was  a 
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plropidation  without  me,  but  as  a  light  withiM 
me :  "  for  in  him  was  life,  and  the  life  ia  the  light 
of  men/*  And  not  only  by  the  report  of  v/hat  he 
hath  done  for  them,  without  them,  but  by  his 
immediate  presence  and  saving  help,  are  the 
souls  of  the  desolate  and  distressed  led,  at  seasons, 
to  trust  in  him,  who,  for  their  sanctification,. 
**  su:ffered  without  the  gate/' 

28.  As  I  was  walking  in  the  fields,  it  wa« 
immediately  suggested,  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
divine  decrees  and  final  perseverance,  as  set  forth 
by  Jolm  Calvin,  and  which  are  so  strenuously 
siipported  by  Ws  partisans,  have  a  strong  tendency 
to  promote  a  spirit  of  pride,  self  preference,  and 
security  in  them  who  suppose  themselves  tlie  fa- 
vottted  subjects.  On  the  other  hand,  believer* 
iHhio  hold  the  doctrine  of  universal  redemption 
and  tetniis&ion,  through  the  blood  of  Christ,  are 
#^aHy  iiiterested  in  the  promises ;  especially  re- 
prehensible are  such  atnong  them,  who  judge  at 
heretidal  and  inimical  to  the  gospel,  all  who  can^ 
not^coincide  with  their  sentiments  on  those  point«. 


Seventh  Month,  1782. 

15.  An  intended  journey  to  Tooley-street  had 
rfffbwi^ed  me  some  prospect  of  satisfaction  5  but, 
alas !  every  pleading  vispn  vahisheth.  Indeed  what 
views  of  sublunary  satisfax:tion  can  be  reasonably 
•ntertaiued,   when   past   the  grand   climacterick. 
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But  even  to  the  very  latest  hour  of  human  lifr^ 
how  propense  are  mortals  to  the  illusions  of  a 
world  that  perisheth;  how  obscure  their  views, 
and  dull  their  movements,  towards  the  '*  good 
land  that  is  beyond  Jordan ;  that  goodly  mountain 
and  Lebanon." 

a8.  In  the  meetings  at  Hartford,  matter  wat 
impressed  with  a  pointing  to  the  people  i  but  I 
Was  loth  to  stand  up  hastily  ^  an  exercise  under 
religious  openings  being,  at  times,  as  profitable  to 
those  present  as  the  expressing  of  them :  ^'  that  one 
and  the  self-same  spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  seve^ 
rally  as  he  wiU."  In  the  afternoon  I  had  no  clear* 
ness  to  utter  any  thing,  until  the  usual  time  of 
^tting  was  expired,  and  then  thought  it  most  ex« 
pedient  to  omit  delivering  what  was  before  me^ 
The  spirit  of  truth,,  and  the  ministry  whidi  in  any 
degree  proceeds  therefrom,  is  not  to  be  limited 
by  a  dial  or  hour-glass ;  yet  ^'  wisdom  is  profitably 
to  direct,"  and  "  is  justified,  of  her  children/* 


Eighth  Month,  17^2.^ 

10.  For  some  days  past,.  I  have  been  deeplj^ 
affected  with  a  sensibility  of  the  poverty,  empti- 
ness, and  dryness  of  human  nature,  when  devoid 
of  that  faith,  which  is  by  the  life  of  the  Son  of. 
God,  who  came  that  we  might  have  life ;  and 
that  we  might  have  it  more  abundantly.     ^<  Hta 
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foundation  is  in  the  holy  mountains  5"  *'  Glorious 
things  are  spoken  of  thee,  O  city  of  God." 

15.  I  went  to  the  evening  meeting  in  much 
poverty  and  emptiness>  possessing  nothing;  but 
remembering,  with*  a  degree  of  freshness,  that 
when  the  Lord  Jesus  went  into  the  synagogue, 
the  book  of  the  prophet  Isaiah  being  delivered 
unto  him,  he  read  that  which  is  written  •,  "  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor,  and 
to  heal  the  broken  hearted  : "  and  the  eyes  of  the 
people  were  fastened  on  him.  Some  desires  also 
attended,  that  the  attention  of  those  present  might 
be  fixed  on  Christ,  who  is  "  a  high  priest  for  ever, 
after  the  order  of  Melchisedec  j"  and  who,  not 
only  for  the  short  space  he  was  on  earth,  but 
throughout  all  generations,  was  graciously  ap- 
pointed to  *'  preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor,"  and 
•*to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted/*  A  diffidence  was 
prevalent,  lest  by  speaking,  the  solemnity  which 
seemed  to .  attend,  should  be  by  any  means  di- 
minished ;  and  other  friends  were  more  ready  to 
deliver  what  was  before  them.  On  the  whole  it 
seemed  a  favored  season. 

ip.  First  day.  Being  low  in  mind,  and  Indis- 
posed in  my  health,  I  spent  the  forenoon  in  Tooley- 
street  j  and  in  my  retirement  received  a  renewed 
conviction,  that  "  what  is  to  be  known  of  God  is 
manifest  within,"  by  the  immediate  revelation  of 
Jesus  Christ :  for,  although  the  invisible  things 
of  him,  may  be  understood  by  the  things  that  are 


fliiacfe,  yet  these  exterior  demonstrations  of  hfi 
•ternal  power  and  godhead,  are  rather  adapted  to 
the  reasoning,  than  the  feeling  part,  in  man  $  and 
being  objects  of  the  understanding,  rather  than 
die  heart,  can  never  afFord  a  soul -satisfactory  evi- 
dence to  deep,  inward,  exercised  seekers.  The 
Holy  Scriptures,  being  written  by  the  inspiration 
of  God,  are  profitable  for  doctrine,  correction  and 
instruction  in  righteousness  5  that  the  man  of  God 
may  be  furnished  to  all  good  works.  Yet  they 
are  of  themselves  a  dead  letter,  and  unable  to  give 
life,  only  as  they  are  opened  by  **  the  spirit  that 
quickeneth  j"  and  then  they  are  precious,  inesti- 
mably precious,  beyond  all  words  which  have 
been  written :  a  single  sentence  of  them  so  im- 
parted, being  much  more  profitable  and  edifying 
*to  the  inward  man,  than  long  and  elaborate  dis- 
courses, or  the  voluminous  productions  of  men. 
When  in  a  state  of  darkness,  distress,  and  un- 
certainty, our  attention  ought  therefore  to  be  in- 
wardly turned  to  Him,  who  "  hath  the  key  of 
David ;"  who,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  commis- 
serated  the  poor  and  distressed  among  the  people, 
inviting  them  on  this  wise ;  **  Come  unto  me,  all 
ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  arid  I  will 
give  you  rest."  The  doctrine  taught  by  some, 
that  the  Scriptures  are  the  only  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  and  may  be  sufficiently  understood  by 
the  light  of  reason,  is  therefore  equally  erroneous 
and  uncomfortable.  At  Gracechurch-street,  in 
the  afternoonj  I  was  exercised  under  some  lively 


imprttsiofis  of  the  foregoing  tmtlis,  without  ^hy 
pointing  to  impart  them  to  those  priesent. 


Ftbm  2oth  of  Eighth  Month  to  13th  of  Ninth 

Month,  I782> 

t  was,  by  Dr.  Hooper's  direction,  almost  wholly 
cbnfined  in  a  reclined  posture,  by  reason  of  a 
broken  shin.  No  chastening  is  joyous ;  neverthe- 
less, if  thereby  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteous- 
ness are  in  any  measure  produced,  there  is  abun- 
dant cause  for  thankfulness  to  the  all-wise  disposer 
of  events.  During  this  afflictive  dispensation,  my 
xfiind  hath  been  covered  with  a  deep  and  humbling 
sense  of  the  manifold  errors  of  my  past  life  j  and 
iti  some  degree  favored  to  seek  after  the  spring  of 
mercy  ahd  forgiveness,  the  Lord  and  giver  of  life, 
and  his  Son  Christ  Jesus,  in  whom  is  life,  and 
**  the  life  is  the  light  of  men."  In  a  reading  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  some  inward  feeling  of  the 
ttiidis  in  them  contained,  was  at  times  experienced. 
From  my  youth  upward,  I  have  been  frequently 
conversant  in  the  Christian  pattern  by  Thomas  a 
Kempis ;  and  particularly  so  in  the  elegant  trans- 
lation of  it  by  my  esteemed  friend,  John  Payne, 
By  a  secret  pointing  in  my  own  mind,  I  was  ex- 
cited again  to  peruse  it :  the  striking  descriptions 
of  creaturely  depravity  and  impotence,  were  con- 
sonant with  my  own  experience  and  heartfelt  sen- 
sations within }  and  the  testimonies^  not  only  to 
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the  power  of  a  merciful  Creator,  but  to  his  resuS*. 
ness  to  relieve  the  most  weak  and  destitute,,  were 
as  *'  goodjipews  from  a  far  country."  Divers  other 
books  w^  measurably  profitable.  Hearts  Ease, 
in  Hearts  Trouble,  by  John  Bunyan,  and  some 
other  of  his  tracts,  in  which  the  marks  of  a  day  of 
grace  not  being  finally  closed,  are  set  forth.  The 
sentiments  in  them  expressed,  in  my  opinion,  not 
comporting  with  that  strict  and  rigid  Calvinism^ 
which  the  author  professed  j  but  rather  with  the 
gracious  declaration  of  the  great  Master,  concern- 
ing a  favoured  people  formerly ;  "  O  Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and 
stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often 
would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 
as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not !"  "if  thou  hadst  known,  even 
thou,  at  least  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which 
belong  unto  thy  peace  •,  but  now  they  are  hid  from 
thine  eyes." 

23.  A  contested  election  happening  this  day 
in  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  I  was  burthened  in 
spirit,  by  hearing  much,  and  speaking  unnecessarily^ 
concerning  it. 


Tenth  Month,  1782. 

12.  I  was  low  and  distressed  in  mind,  being 
also  indisposed  in  my  health.  For  the  greatest 
part  of  my  time,  pains  and  indispositions  have. 
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been  my  frequent  companions ;  and  how  can  anf 
long  respite  be  expected  from  them  at  saadvanced 
a  period  of  life.  Lord}  make  me  peaceable  and 
patient  when  in  pain,  and  thou  shalt  liave  the 
praise. 

17.  In  the  morning  watch,  upon  my  bed, 
these  words  were  impressed  with  power;  To 
them  **  who  believe,  he  is  precious ;"  and  were 
divers  times  renewed  in  the  course  of  the  day*  O I 
may  I,  amidst  declining  years  and  increasing  iiw 
firmities,  experience  the  preciousness  of  Christ; 
to  whom  coming,  as  to  a  living  stone,  disallowed 
of  men;  but  who  is  the  High  Priest,  and  Teacher 
oJ  saints ;  their  light  and  their  atonement, 

ao.  In  a  meeting  at  Hartford,  some  matter 
was  freshly  imparted  with  a  pointing  for  the  mi- 
nistry, but  was  fearful  of  interrupting  the  solem- 
nity in  silence.  In  the  evening,  I  read  in  the 
family  a  memorial,  in  manuscript,  which  I  received 
from  Isaac  Gray,  concerning  Dorothy  Barham,  of 
Bedford;  who  was  a  member  of  the  Moravian  con- 
gregation there,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  hum- 
bje,  pious,  and  devoted  servant  of  Christ  Jesus. 
There  is  an  uttering  of  words  without  know- 
ledge to  the  darkening  of  council;  there  is  a 
scattering  and  yet  encreasing,  and  there  is  a  with- 
holding more  than  is  meet,  which  tendeth  to 
poverty.     But  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ? 

26.  For  some  time  past  have  I  earnestly  sought 
to  serve  the  law  of  God;  the  spirit  hath  been 
villing  to  serve  the    law   of    God:   the    spirit 
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hath  been  willing,  but  the  flesh  weak.  **0  Lordf 
I  am  oppressed,  undertake  for  me : "  thou  tookest 
upon  thee  "out  infirmities,  and  bare  our  sicknessi" 
And  art  "  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost.'' 


Eleventh  Month,  1782. 

ft.  "  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his 
benefits  ? "  In  the  64th  year  of  my  age,  and  amidst 
great  desolations,  both  of  flesh  and  spirit,  I 
humbly  hope  the  gentle  attractions  of  heavenly 
love  are  measurably  dra^nng  me  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  the  great  Prophet  and  High  Priest  of  his 
people  ;  who  declared  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  **No  ■ 
man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father,  which 
hath  sent  me,  draw  him."  "  Aiid  he  that  cometh 
unto  mc,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out."  How  ignorant 
are  mankind  of  the  great  **  mystery  which  hath 
been  hid  from  ages  and  generations."  Many  are 
indeed  professing  faith  in  the  coming  of  Christ, 
and  his  death,  and  sufferings ;  and  some,  likewise, 
of  his  being  an  inward  teacher,  and  true  light 
which  lightens  every  man,  who  have  no  more 
experimental  knowledge  of  these  important  truths, 
than  either  Jews  or  Heathens.  They  may  have* 
indeed,  at  times,  experienced  the  convictions  of  the 
spirit  of  truth  for  sin,  and  heard  his  voice, 
**  Behold,  I  stpud  at  the  door  and  knock  j "  but 
they  have  not  desired  the  knowledge  of  his  ways  ; 
and  therefore  having  eyes,  they  see  not ,  having 
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estSy  they  heaf  not;  neither  do  understand  t!i^ 
things  which  belong  to  dieir  peace.  O !  that  I  had 
the  tong«e  of  an  angel,  and  a  voice  to  extend 
from  *  pole  to  pole/  to  declare  "  the  unsearch- 
able riches  of  Christ:"  bm  "I  am  a  child,  and 
cannot  speak,"  my  **  strength  is  to  sit  still." 

II.  On  reading  William  Dewsbury  and  A. 
Boehm  on  regeneration,  I  appeared  far  short  of 
having  attained  that  love  and  perfection  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus.  I  have  long  professed,  pressed  after, 
and  even  at  times  preached,  the  new-birth ;  but 
being  myself  weighed  in  the  balance,  I  am  found 
wanting.  A  divine  call  hath  often  gone  forth, 
Go  into  my  vineyard  and  work.  Nevertheless, 
dissipation  hath  been  too  prevalent,  and  an  un« 
due  attention  to  sublunary  engagements  5  although 
perhaps,  for  the  most  part  at  least,  those  which 
are  inoffensive  in  the  estimation  of  men.  But, 
the  Lord  looketh  not  as  man  looketh ;  **  he  re- 
qiiireth  the  whole  heart."  I  have  answered  not 
feignedly,  but  with  the  whole  desire  of  my  heart, 
« I  go." 

16,  Bodily  pain  this  week  hath  almost  con* 
tinually  attended.  I  have  gone  mourning  all  the 
day  long.  When  I  have  looked  for  light,  behold 
thick  darkness,  "  and  on  my  eye-lids  hath  been 
the  shadow  of  death."  "  But  God  is  light,  and 
in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all."  Christ  Jesus  is 
'*  the  true  light  which  lightens  every  man :"  and 
in  the  celestial  regions,  on  the  other  side  Jordan^ 
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there  is  no  night ;  for  the  Lord  God  ^'  and  the 
Lamb  is  the  light  thereof,** 

24.  This  day,  visiting  an  ancient  and  long* 
acquainted  friend,  she  expressed  convictions  for 
sin,  and  particularly  for  having  been  too  much  at 
ease.  The  friend,  likewise,  although  far  advanced 
in  years,  signified  the  being  now  afraid  to  die; 
which  I  was  well  pleased  to  hear,  for  all  have 
abundant  cause  to  be  so,  yea,  to  tremble  at  the 
king  of  terrors;  excepting  such  as  are  con^)leat  in 
him  who  is  the  head  of  all  '^  principality  and 
power."  O  may  the  fruit  of  the  spirit  be  more 
manifested  among  us  !  ^^  By  tlieir  fruits  ye  shall 
know  them,"  said  the  blessed  Jesus ;  **  he  that 
abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit : "  the  branches  whereon  no  fruit  is  found, 
are  therefore  in  a  withering  state,  and  in  danger 
of  being  cast  forth.  Nevertheless,  our  dependance 
ought  not  to  be  so  much  on  the  fruit,  as  on  him 
who  is  the  vine  5  the  root  that  beareth  us :  that  in 
all  things  we  may  grow  up  into  him,  who  is  the 
head,  even  Christ ;  our  wisdom,  righteousness, 
sanctification  and  redemption.     Amen. 


Twelfth  Month,  1782. 

8.  What  is  man,  that  the  Lord  is  mindful 
of  him,  or  the  sons  of  men,  that  he  visiteth  them? 
They  are  less  than  nothing  and  vanity.   Yet  many, 


thinking  themselves  to  be  something,  are  soaring 
aloft  on  account  of  their  moral  characters,  or  a 
supposed  interest  in  the  Redeemer's  righteousness. 
But  is  not  the  heart  of  man  "  deceitful  above  aU 
things,  and  desperately  wicked  ?  ** 

I  J.  In  the  week-day  meeting  at  Horslydown, 
I  had  some  glimpses  of  those  consolations  which 
are  in  Christ ;  as  likewise  the  blushing  and  humili- 
ation which  belongs  to  man,  when  he  beholds  him- 
self in  the  true  light:  as  it  is  written,  "I  have  heard 
of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eye 
seeth  thee,  and  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in 
dust  and  ashes."  O  that  I  may  yet  obtain  more 
confidence  in  God,  through  the  Mediator  !  The 
glorious  doctrine  of  the  mediation  of  Christ,  has 
this  day  been  much  illustrated  in  the  view  of  my 
mind,  according  to  that  which  is  written,  '*  there 
is  one  God,  and  one  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  the  man  Christ  Jesus ;  who  gave  himself  a 
ransom  for  all,  to  be  testified  of  in  due  tim^." 

36,  I  read  some  part  of  an  exceHent  treatise, 
entitled  the  Heavenly  University,  and  written  by 
Francis  Row,  which  I  had  not  seen  for  some  years*. 
I  think  it  well  deserves  a  new  edition;  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  it  will  be  well  accepted  by  the  spirit 
tually  minded,  of  various  denoniinations. 

First  Month,  1783^ 

X.     We  dressed  more  meat  than  common,  and 
distributed  great  part  of  it  among  our  poor  neigk* 
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bours.  We  are  told  by  the  apostle  Paul,  that 
•*  with  such  sacrifices,  God  is  well  pleased."  May 
this  year,  or  that  part  of  it  which  may  be  my 
portion,  be  increased  with  the  increase  which  is 
of  God,  viz.  an  inward  exercise  and  travail  of 
spirit  towards  him,  and  acts  of  benignity  towards 
my  fellow-creatures.  The  former  is  essential  to 
salvation,  the  latter  are  good  and  profitable  to- 
men,  and  adorn  the  doctrine  which  is  according 
to  godliness ;  but  -when  trusted  in  as  a  compen- 
sation for  secret  sins,  and  a  covering  for  the  errors- 
of  the  heart,  they  are  **  filthy  rags."  Only  "  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  will  we  set  up  our  banners^'* 
25.  I  have  long  esteemed  it  my  duty  to  be 
conversant  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  daily  ta 
read  some  portions  of  them.  But  in  this,  as  wdt 
as  in  other  respects,  when  I  would  have  follow^ 
the  secret  pointings  of  truth  in  my  own  bi?east^ 
interruptions  have  been  attendant.  Notwitfastaod^ 
ing  ^*  the  boastings  of  them  who  are  alive  without 
the  law,"  unless  the  motions  of  sin,  which  iire 
*'  by  the  law  in  the  members,  that  warreth  ags^ost 
the  law  in  the  mind,"  are  subdued  by  the  pow^f 
of  Christ,  there  can  be  no  complete  redemptioa 
through  his  blood ;  as  it  is  written,  *^  except  I 
wash  thee,  thou  hast  no  part  with  me."  ^ger^ 
wrath,  clamour,  envy,  and  evil-speaking,  must 
therefore  be  purged  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant, 
before  we  can  inherit  that  kingdom  which  is 
**  righteousness,  peace,  «nd  joy,  in  tite  Holy 
Ghost.'* 
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Second  Month,  i8o4«  , 

to.  Frcsli  cause  for  self-condemnation  wa$^ 
this  day  administered.  What  cause  is  there  for 
condemnation  to  them  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus^ 
may  some  say.  It  is  true,  there  is  none;  but 
who  are  in  Christ  ?  ^'  those  who  walk  not  after  the 
flesh,  but  after  the  spirit."  But  whilst  the  law 
which  is  in  our  members,  and  the  motions  of  sia 
which  are  thereby,  bring  forth  fruit,  there  i$ 
death  and  condemnation.  The  language  of — no 
condemnation  to  them  who  are  in  Christ — I  fear 
frequently  proceeds  rather  from  speculation  thaa 
sensation  j  and  is  the  dictate  of  a  vain  hope  by 
•^Hiiich  tlie  creature  speakeih  peace  unto  itself,  and 
j>tophecieth  deceit.  '^Tliere  is,  indeed,  u  being  bap* 
.dized  into  the  death  of  Christ,  and  a  following 
iibfi  Redeemer  through  the  bloody. process  of  his 
sufferings,  before  there  is  an  experience  attained 
of  being  "  complete  ki  him  who  is  the  head  of 
jail  principality  and  pawer,"  and  risen  with  him. 
into  that  dominion  in  which  he  dieth  no  more$ 
^nd  in  which  those  who  believe,,  are  dead  indeed 
.unto  sin,  but  alive  unto  God,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  The  wrathful  propensities  of  faUeit 
jiature,  have,  indeed,  been  measurably  repressed  j. 
byt  my  desires  are  that  they  may  be  totally 
removed  by  Him,  who  is  '*  J^bfe  to  «ubdue  all 
tilings  to  himself..' 
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1 2»  In  the  week-day  meeting  at  Horslydowot^ 
some  sentiments  were  livlngly  impressed,  concem- 
^g  that  hope  which  is  not  seen;  but  nothing^ 
was  expressed.  Under  the  law,  nothing  was  ta 
be  offered  that  died  of  itself;  there  was  a  pointing 
in  love  to  those  present ;  but  not  a  sufficient  ne- 
cessity to  utter  words  :  at  some  such  times,  when 
I  have  refrained  from  speaking,  flatness  and  poverty 
have  come  over  my  mind :  there  is  a  scattering 
and  yet  increasing;  but  it  is  more  eligible  t» 
withholdi  than  to  scatter  unpjrofitably* 

Third  Month,  1783. 

5.  Late  last  night,  was  closed  the  assizes  for 
the^  county  of  Hartford,  Five  received  sentence 
of  death  as  evil-doers.  A-nd  who  among  the 
sons  of  men  can  plead  the  purity  of  hts  heart,  or 
the  rectitude  of  his  conduct  before  him,  **  whose 
eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire.''  In  the  name  of 
Jesus  is  our  only  hope ;  who  ^^  saveth  his  people 
from  their  sins/'  not  only  by  imputation  and  re^ 
mission,  but  also  by  a  real  renovation  and  renewd 
into  the  heavenly  image ;  as  it  was  testified  con** 
cerning  some  formerly,  who  once  were  the  sen- 
rants  of  sin  and  free  from  righteousness ;  **  But 
ye  are  washed ;  ye  are  sanctified ;  ye  are  justi- 
fied in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God.'* 

8.  This  week  some  deliverance  from  evil  hath 
been  graciously  experienced.     As  the  day  of  my 
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<8eparture  draws  riigh,  may  I  daily  experience  an 
increase  in  the  fruits  of  the  spirit;  in  no  wise 
-esteeming  them  "  the  works  of  righteousness f 
which  I  have  done  5"  but  as  marks  of  his  gracious 
assistance  and  acceptance,  "  who  worketh  both 
to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure/'  and 
justifieth  his  own  works  both  for  and  in  his 
people  ;  according  to  that  which  is  written,  **  Ye 
«ee  then,  how  that  by  works  a  man  is  justified, 
and  not  by  faith  only."  They  err,  therefore,  not 
knowing  the  scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God, 
who  teach  that  the  works  of  the  spirit  influ- 
ence not  the  justification  of  the  saints;  but  that 
they  are  dross,  dung,  and  filthy  rags.  Was  not 
Abraham,  our  father,  justified  by  works,  when  he 
had  offered  his  son  Isaac  upon  the  altar  ?  "  *.*  Was 
not  Rahab,  the  harlot,  justified  by  works,  when 
she 'had  received  the  messengers,  and  sent  them 
out  another  way  ?  "  Even  the  giving  a  cup  of  cold 
water,  in  the  name  of  a  disciple,  is  justified  before 
God.  The  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  the 
flesh,  his  sufferings,  and  blood-shedding  on  the 
cross,  and  the  work  of  the  spirit,  were,  in  the 
eternal  counsel  of  God,  essentially  necessary  for 
the  salvation  of  sinners.  Manifold  are  his  works, 
f  \  in  unerring,  unsearchable  wisdom,  hath  he  made 
them  all. 

9.  Great  and  inexpressible  hath  been  the 
mercy  and  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord,  more  par- 
ticularly in  my  advanced  years,  by  drawing  me  in 
spirit  to  his  Son  the  Lord  Jesus  Christy  that  I 
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might  be  justified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the 
redemption  which  is  in  him ;  according  as  it  is 
written,  *'  every  man  therefore  that  hath  heard 
and  learned  of  the  Father  cometh  unto  me.*' 
What  a  linsey-woolsey  garment  may  some  say ;  and 
what  contradiction  betwixt  the  sentiments  of  the 
present  day,  and  the  remarks  on  yesterday,  in  which 
the  doctrine  of  justification  by  works  is  asserted, 
I  answcis  to  me  no  contradiction  appears ;  the 
holy  men  of  God,  who  spake  as  they  were  moved 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  having  declared  that  **  a  man 
is  justified  by  faith,'*  and  that  *^  by  works  a  man 
is  justified,  and  not  by  faith  only  :"  and  they  re- 
spectively had  the  mind  of  Christ. 

10.     Pained  in  body  and  distressed   in  mind, 
but  not  without  some  secret  solitary  lookings  to- 
wards Sion,  the  city  of  the  great  King,  concerning' 
whom  the  decree  was  declared,  "  Thou  art  my 
Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee.'* 

1 8.  With  the  assistance  of  a  glass,  I  beheld  a 
total  eclipse  of  the  nocturnal  luminary.  Mystically 
and  spiritually  for  some  days  past,  I  have  seen 
neither  sun,  moon,  nor  stars.  May  the  Lord  be 
pleased  to  enlighten  my  darkness.  When  primse- 
val  darkness  covered  the  deep,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  moved  upon  the  waters  :  ^*  He  said,  let* there 
be  light,  and  there  was  light.** 

19.  David  declared  the  pains  of  hell  had  got 
hold  of  him.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  my  soul 
seemed  to  possess  sensations  somewhat  similar,  and 
measurably  to    participate   that    tribulation   and 
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miguish,  into  which  human  nature  is  fallen ;  an<|i 
which  must  be  unalterably  the  lot  of  those  who 
depart  out  of  the  body  in  an  unreconciled  state. 
How  necessary  therefore  is  it  for  those 'who  have 
received  that  calling  which  is  of  grace,  to  keep 
themselves  in  the  love  of  God,  and  in  a  sense  of 
those  bowels  and  mercies,  which  are  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  some  days  past,  I  was  favored  with  a 
glimpse,  of  them.  But,  since  my  bonds  are  be- 
come strong,  I  am  removed  far  from  peace.  • 
^*  Thy  word,  O  Lord  !  is  like  a  fire,  and  a  ham- 
mer i"  "  thou  breakcst  the  rocks,"  **  thou  touch- 
C8t  the  mountains,  and  they  smoke." 

24,  John  Pemberton,  from  Philadelphia,  and 
Christiana  Hustler,  and  H.  Wigham,  of  Yorkshire, 
attended  our  meetings  for  worship  yesterday,  and 
the  quarterly  meeting  this  day;  the  said  meetings 
-were  respectively  very  large ;  and  the  aforesaid 
friends  had  acceptable  service  in  them. 

25.  Our  worthy  ancient  friends,  Isaac  Sharp- 
less  and  Samuel  Spavold,  being  on  a  religious  visit 
to  the  families  of  friends  in  this  town,  I  was 
inclined  to  accompany  them  in  the  afternoon  5  and 
during  tlie  first  sitting,  being  in  great  affliction  of 
«oul   and  spirit,   something  was   powerfully  im- 

l^pressed  •  concerning  that  diseased  '  woman,  who 
7  said  within  herself  concerning  our  blessed  Lord  ; 
'*  If  I  may  but  touch  his  garment  I  shall  be  made 
whole."  And  a  short  testimony  was  delivered, 
concerning  that  healing  virtue  which  was,  and  is, 
ia  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     I  was  almost  instanta* 


72 

neously  relieved  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  sat 
with  the  said  friends  in  three-  other  families 


Fourth  Month,  1783. 

5.  This  day  and  yesterday,  I  have  been  under 
strong  impressions  to  revise  and  transcribe  a  cor- 
rected abridgement  of  my  diary,  which  com- 
menced the  1st  of  sixth  month,  1780  •,  to  me  an  im- 
portant work,  by  reason  of  my  unfitness  for  pen- 
manship :  yet,  considering  the  great  long-suffering 
which  hath  been  extended  to  me  by  a  merciful 
Creator,  it  is  my  bounden  duty  to  follow  every 
secret  pointing  to  such  little  services,  as  may  in 
any  degree  conduce  to  the  spiritual  improvement 
of  my  fellow-creatures;  particularly  of  the  desolate 
and  distressed  among  them,  who  are  asking  their 
**  way  to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward." 

26,  Accidentally  looking  over  a  publication  of 
the  last  century,  I  met  with  the  following  quo- 
tation, which  I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  before 
either  in  the  bible  or  elsewhere,  viz.  Deuteronomy, 
xxviii.  65,  66,  67.  "  The  Lord  shall  give  thee 
there  a  trembling  of  heart,  and  failing  of  eyes,  and 
sorrow  of  mind  •,  and  thy  life  shall  hang  in-  doubt 
before  thee ;  and  thou  shalt  fear  day  and  night,  and 
shalt  have  none  assurance  of  thy  life :  in  the  morn- 
ing, thou  shalt  say,Woi^Jd  God  it  were  even;  and  at 
even,  thou  shalt  say,  Would  God  it  were  morning, 
for  the  fear  of  thine  heart,  wherewith  thou  shalt 
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fear,  and  for  the  sight  of  thine  eyes,  which  thou 
ahalt  see :"    a  imost   pathetic   description   of  the 

idisconsolate  state  in  which  man  is  corrected  for 

•  •     •<.  «         ' 

iniquity. 

Fifth  Month,  iy^2* 

2.     I  perused  a  printed  letter,  from  a  baptist  to 
an  adherent  of  Dr.  Priestley,  in  which  some  errors 
contained  in  his  Appeal  are  scripturally  opposed; 
especially  those  respecting  the  divinity  and  atone- 
ment of  Christ.     But  where  read  we,  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,   of  an   infinite  satisfaction   being   re- 
quired from  finite  creatures  j  but  rather,  that  *'  God 
«o  loved  the  world  (that  is,   all  mankind)  that  he 
gave  his  only-begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life."     **  But  God  hath  commended  his 
love  to  us,  that  while  we  were  sinners,  Christ  died 
for  usf  and  again,  herein  is  love;  not  that  we 
lov^  God ;  but  **  that  God  loved  us,  and  sent  his 
Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  our  sins."    In  this  was 
manifested  the  love  of  God  towards  us,  because 
that   God    sent  his  only-begotten    Son   into   the 
world,  that  we  might  live  through  him.  These  arc 
the  concurring  testimonies  of  two  apostles,  who 
respectively  had  the  mind  of  Christ,  and  by  which 
Christ  appears  rather  to  be  the  effect,  than  the 
cause  of  the  love  of  God ;  although  in  some  re-« 
spects  he  is  both.     But,  alas,  how  are  truths  and 
errors  commixed  in  the  minds  even  of  good  men ; 
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and  who  amongst  the  sons  of  men  fully  under- 
stands his  secret  faults  ? 

5  and  8,  I  was  with  our  worthy  friends  John 
Pemberton  and  William  Mathews,  from  North 
America,  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  Hartford, 
held  at  Bishop  Stortford ;  and  also  at  the  week- 
day meeting,  at  Hitchin.  In  the  latter,  the  errors 
of  my  past  life  being  awfully  recalled  to  myre* 
membrance,  I  was  abashed  before  the  dread  of 
nations,  in  a  remembrance  of  his  holiness.  In  the 
week-day  meeting,  the  preceding  day  at  Hartford, 
a  short  testimony  was  delivered  concerning  the 
love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus;  according  to  that 
which  is  written,  "  Greater  love  hath  no  man 
than  this,  that  he  lay  down  his  life  for  bis 
friends," 

1 8.  In  the  fore  part  of  the  forenoon  meeting, 
distress  and  perturbation  of  spirit  attended  ;  some 
solemnity  was  afterwards  experienced  in  silence ; 
and  some  sentenciw-were  uttered  ccnceming  the 
heavenly  vision,  vhich  only  is  capable  of  allevi-  , 
ating  the  ills,  and  calming  the  storms  of  human 
life ;  according  to  that  which  is  written,  '*  When 
I  awake,  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  thy  likeness." 

3 1 .  Respecting  my  own  state,  long,  very  long, 
even  from  my  youth  to  the  present  day,  i  have 
been  crying,  not  with  my  mouth  and  lips,  but 
from  my  heart  unfeignedly,  Lord  !  Lord  ! — Never.- 
theless,  for  want  of  continually  standing  on  the 
watch  tower,  where  understanding  and  strength  is 
imparted  frpm  above,   I  have  in  many  respects 
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erred.  B^t  wherefore  doth  a  living  man  com- 
plain ?  a  man  for  the  punishment  of  his  sins ;  is 
it  not  of  the  Lord's  mercy  I  am  not  consumed, 
and  because  of  his  spirit,  that  any  sense  of  sin, 
righteousness  and  judgment,  is  yet  remaining? 
This  forenoon  came  to  our  house  our  friend 
Matthew  Johnson,  of  Cornwood,in  the  County  of 
Northumberland. 


Sixth  Month,  17&3. 

I.  First-day.  Three  years  are  now  elapsed 
since  the  commencement  of  my  diary.  During 
the  last  year,  both  in  respect  to  body  and  mind,  I 
have  been  brought  down  as  to  the  sides  of  the  pit, 
and  lifted  up.  I  have  been  faithful  in  the  **  un- 
righteous mammon ;"  and,  in  respect  to  divers 
moral  duties  and  religious  performances,  adhered 
to  that  which  most  nearly  resembled  the  right 
line:  but  is  there  not  an  iniquity  in  our  secret 
things,' which  needs  to  be  purged  with  better  sacri- 
fices than  those  which  were  offered  under  the 
law ;  and  made  nothing  perfect  as  appertaining  to 
the  conscience. 

5.  This  morning  our  friend  Matthew  Johnson 
went  from  our  house;  having  lodged  under  our 
roof  five  nights,  and  been  chiefly  with  us  in  the 
day-time.  I  was  with  him  at  four  meetings  at 
Hartford,  and  two  at  Ware  :  his  public  ministra- 
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tions  were  pertinent  and  lively,  and  his  conver- 
sation adorned  the  doctrine  he  preached  ;  grave, 
but  not  austere;  courteous,  but  not  light.  It  is 
highly  necessary  for  those  who  profess  themselvei 
the  disciples  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  and  who,  in 
some  exterior  respects,  imitate  the  plainness  and 
simplicity  of  his  seamless  garment,  to  be  careful, 
lest  by  any  assuming  airs,  consequential  and  self- 
preferring  appearances,  or  levities  in  converse, 
they  should  give  libertines  any  cause  to  say,  are 
not  we  more  consistent  than  they,  and  doth  not 
•ur  dress  more  comport  with  our  deportment  ? 

6.  This  evening,  I  was  awfully  affected  by 
seeing  the  earth  thrown  over  a  fellow-creature; 
according  to  that  which  is  written,  "  Dust  thou 
art,  and  to  dust  thou  shalt  return."  This  must  be 
the  lot  of  ail;  yet  how  unmindful  are  the  genera- 
lity of  mankind  of  that  most  important  period, 
when  their  *^  mortality  must  put  on  immortality;" 
or,  otherwise,  they  must  be  consigned  to  unending 
perdition. 

9.  In  the  meeting  for  ministers  and  elders, 
divers  pertinent  cautions  were  imparted,  against 
the  wisdom  and  will  of  man  in  the  exercise  of  the 
ministry :  but  is  there  not  also  a  danger  of  their 
being  exercised  in  the  discipline  ?  Js  it  not  neces- 
sary that  the  active  moving  part  in  man,  which  is 
always  ready,  should  be  mortified  in  both;  and 
that  those  who  are  concerned  in  the  ministry  or 
disciplinei  shotUd  be  reduced  into  the  same  state 
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with  those  believers,  concerning  whom  it  was 
formerly  testiCed,  '*  Ye  are  dead,"  **  being  buried 
with  Christ  by  baptism  into  death  ?" 

14.  This  week  I  was  favored  to  attend  divers 
meetings  for  worship,  and  most  of  those  for  busi- 
ness :  in  the  ktter,  a  spirit  of  brotherly  love  and 
condescension  (with  some  small  exceptions)  was 
mercifully  prevalent.  In  case  some  well-minded 
friends  had  more  steadily  adhered  to  the  apostolic 
injunction,  *'  Let  every  man  be  swift  to  hear,  slow 
to  speak,"  the  dignity  of  those  assemblies  would 
have  been  full  as  well  maintained. 

15.  In  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hartford,  some 
matter  was  early  impressed  on  my  mind,  with  a 
pointing  to  the  people,  and  repeatedly  '  revived  ; 
but  I  endeavoured  to  feel  my  own  weakness,  the 
validity  of  the  opening,  and  of  my  commission  to 
impart  it,  and  was  silent  •,  some  degree  of  profit 
and  solemnity  was,  I  hope,  attendant:  in  the 
afternoon,  a  spirit  of  heaviness  was  painfully  pre- 
valent, which,  after  long  waiting  in  silence,  was 
measurably  abated. 

18.  In  the  evening  meeting,  after  the  quar- 
terly meeting,  some  observations  were  delivered 
by  Mary  Gurney,  on  the  prophet's  waiting  at  the 
entering  of  the  cave,  "  for  the  still  small  voice  :" 
may  the  instruction  resulting  from  the  revival  of 
the  T^assage  be  duly  attended  to  by  such  who 
•onietimes  speak,  and  they  who  hear.  For  some 
time  past,  my  soul  has  dwelt  in  desolation,  but,  I 
hope,  measurably  under   the   operations  of  that 
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word  which  is  as  a  hammer,  and  powerful  ^*  to  the 
pulling  down  of  strong  holds."  In  the  afternoon, 
a  passage  in.  holy  writ  being  impressed  on  my 
•mind,  I  was  rather  refreshed  5  but  desirous  that  I 
might  not  be  satisfied,  unless  my  spirit  was  bap- 
tized into  a  sensible  and  experimental  knowledge 
of  tlie  truths  declared, 

22.  For  some  days  past  my  flesh  and  my 
strength  have  seemed  to  fail,  by  reason  of  various 
conflicts,  and  severe  inward  exercises. 

23.  I  perused  an  excellent  little  tract,  entitled 
**  Divine  Breathings,"  well  deserving  the  attention 
cf  those  who  are  spiritual. 

25.  The  week-day  meeting  was  a  solid  sitting  | 
divers  sentences  were  imparted  with  an  appli- 
cat'on  both  to  myself  and  others }  but  I  was 
rather  desirous  of  ministring  their  import  ia 
•silence,  than  by  words.  To  the  ignorant  and  un- 
learned I  speak  as  a  barbarian »  but  ye  who  are 
spiritual,  judge  what  I  say. 

28.  Some  unnecessary,  unprofitable  words 
having  been  uttered,  during  the  course  of  the  pre* 
sent  week,  for  want  of  watchfulness^  1  was  self- 
condemned. 

Seventh  Month,  1783. 

13.  I  went  to  the  general  meeting  at  Huns- 
don,  in  great  lowness  j  and,  on  sitting  down,  so 
great  was  the  feebleness  both  of  mind  and  body, 
that  it  appeared  rather  doubtful  whether  I  should 
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8ilrvive  the  present  day :  but,  after  sitting  some 
time  in  silence,  I  was  enabled  to  look  towards  the 
Lord  and  giver  of  life,  with  such  an  efflux  of  tears 
as  hath  been  of  late  unusual.  I  was  strengthened, 
and  some  matter  was  presented  with  freshness  and 
demonstration  ;  but  I  thought  the  present  exercise 
might  prove  a  ministration  of  the  spirit  fully  as 
profitable  without  words.  A  verbal  ministry  is 
at  times  of  advantage.  But  it  is  "  God  only 
who  quickeneth  the  dead,  and  calleth  those  things 
whigh  are  not,  as  though  they  were." 

20.  I  sat  in  both  meetings  in  great  bowedness 
of  spirit,  bewailing  my  desolations  both  of  body 
and  mind.  The  preceding  week  was  attended 
with  unusual  spasms  and  palpitations  of  heart : 
the  poor  worn-out  machine  seems  declining,  and 
drawing  apace  to  the  dust,  from  whence  it  origi- 
nated. I  am  now  incapacitated  from  reading  any 
thing  *f  being  scarce  able  to  look  into  the  volume  of 
the  book  without,  or  the  law,  which  is  light :  but 
**  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah  can  unloose 
the  seven  seals  *,"  "  the  bright  and  the  morning 
star  can  even  yet  irradiate  the  dreary  regions  of 
the  shadow  of  death  j"  "  he  can  break  in  pieces 
the  gates  of  brass,  and  cut  asunder  the  bars  of 
iron. 

23.  Not  having,  for  many  days  past,  either 
read  in  the  Scriptures,  or  had  any  portion  of  them 
renewed  iu  my  remembrance,  the  application  of 
the  poor  leper  unto  tlie  Lord  Jefus,  and  the  relief 
he  obtained^  was  impressed  with  a  degree  of  com- 
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solation ;  as  was  also  that  very,  gracious  promise^ 
recorded  in  the  2d  of  Hospa,  "  I  will  give  her  the 
valley  of  Achor  for  a  door  of  hope."  When  he, 
who  so  emphatically  expounded  the  Scriptures  to 
his  disciples,  withdraws  his  ^iritual  presence,  by 
,  which  he  promised  to  be  always  with  his  people, 
the  whole  bible  is  a  blank,  and  no  part  of  iv 
affords  light  or  consolation  5  but,  when  he  ap- 
pears, the  words,  which  are  recorded,  are  at 
•^  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver,"  "  and 
as  nails  fastened  in  a  sure  place,  by  the  master  of 
assemblies,"  who  teacheth  his  people  to  profit. 

29.     Still  shut  out  of  the  Scriptures;  and  the 
inward  exercise  of  my  mind  so  weak^  as  to  be 

scarcely  discernible. 


4,     Death  so  remarkably  reigned  in  my  own 
individU'J,  on  sitting  down  in  the  monthly  meet- 
ing, that  it  seemed  like  a   canopy  to  cover  the' 
assembly.      Notwithstanding   whatsoever   forma-^i 
lists,  and  mere  rationalists  may  suggest,  I  have 
been  long  firmly  persuaded  that,  at  times,  when 
either  hfe    or    death,   darkness    or    light,     pre-- 
vail  in  a  particular  person,  it  not  only   extends 
itself  to  others,  but  is  a  ministration  of  the  Lord 
of  life,  or  the  prince  of  darkness,  to  a  meeting  in 
general,  without  the  medium  of  vocal  language. 

9.    As  I  «at  under  the  trees  by  moon-light,  I 
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was   favored   with  some  glimpses    "  of  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ." 

9.  The  forenoon  was  spent  comfortably;  I 
was  measurably  recollected,  and  enlivened  in 
spirit. 

10.  I  sat  down,  in  the  forenoon  meeting, 
under  great  distress  and  perturbation  of  spirit ; 
but,  before  long,  notwithstanding  the  desolations 
©f  yesterday,  my  heart  and  my  lips  became 
touched,  in  vSome  degree,  as  with  a  live  coal  from 
the  altar.  J.  M.  and  M.  P.  ministered  with 
much  acceptance :  although  the  meeting  was 
detained  longer  than  usual,  a  living  solemnity  con- 
tinued to  the  close. 

19.  Being  in  London,  I  attended  the  marriage 
of  E.  G.  and  J.  G.  at  Horslydownj  a  low  meet- 
ing :  our  friend  Nicholas  Walne,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  present,  but  silent.  Silence  seems  to  be  the 
dispensation  of  the  present  day  5  at  least,  among 
us  as  a  religious  society,  peculiarly  called  from  a 
dependence  on  the  teachings  of  men,  and  to  that 
worship  which  stands  not  in  word,  but  in  power, 

20.  I  went  to  Gracechurch-street  meeting  on 
'the  fourth  day,  in  fear,  and  a  cross  to  my  ov;n 

will,  without  any  expectations,  either  immediately 
or  instrumentnlly.  I  sat  in  lowncss,  but  well 
satisfied.  We  ought  to  have  no  dependence  on 
any  works  of  obedience,  but  our  only  hope  of  ac- 
ceptance ou^ht  to  be  on  Christ  j  nevertheless, 
that  acceptance  is  not  attainable  in  a  state  of 
disobedience,  but  as  v/^  obey  the  gospel^   God 
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being  either  pleased  or  displeased  with  us  every 
hour,  according  to  the  tenor  of  our  hearts  and 
conduct ; — a  proposition  reprobated  by  many  who 
are  orthodox  in  heart,  and  suppose  themselves  to 
be  so  in  sentiment.  But  I  esteem  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture the  only  written  standard  of  orthodoxy. 

23.  This  week  has  passed  pretty  comfortably, 
not  much  cause  for  condemnation  having  attended; 
nevertheless,  I  have  fallen  short  in  respect  to  unne- 
cessary words  and  thoughts.  "  When  we  neither 
act,  speak,  nor  think,  any  thing  inconsistent  widi 
the  Divine  will,"  this,  says  one,  is  **  perfect  sancti- 
ficationj"  and  this  is  the  mark  of  our  high  and 
holy  calling  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  who,  himself  **  was 
holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from  sin- 
ners." 

25.  I  received  a  letter  from  our  dear  and 
worthy  friend,  Thomas  Hartleys  who,  although 
aged  and  infirm,  appears  to  retain  a  fresh  and 
lively  sense  of  that  true  and  experimental  religion; 
which  consists  not  in  the  letter,  but  the  spirit, 
and  that  circumcision  which  is  inward. 

29.  The  last  two  weeks  have  been  spent  pretty 
tomfortably,  but  not  without  various  defects. 

31.  In  the  meeting  of  ministers  and  elders, 
those  present  were  reminded  of  former  days ;  of 
the  early  visitation  of  the  spirit,  which  moved 
upon  Sampson  in  the  camp  of  Pan  ;  and  their 
losses  sustained  by  the  too  frequent  prevalence  of 
the  Philistine  nature  within  them. 
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Ninth  Month,  17P3. 

t.  In  the  afternoon  meeting,  something  wa« 
expressed  concerning  the  dominion  of  death,  and 
the  power  of  him,  "  who  hath  the  keys  of  death 
and  of  hell." 

12.  Early  in  the  morning,  I  was  desirous  I 
might  be  preserved  during  the  ensuing  day,  from 
unprofitable  speaking ;  the  desires  of  the  morning 
were  measurably  answered  j  according  to  that 
which  is  written,  "It  is  God  that  worketh  in 
you,  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  good  plea- 
sure." 

19.  Two  robbers  having  been  taken  up  in  the 
neighbourhood,  an  inquiry  occurred, — how  much 
better  am  I  than  they,  who  am  guilty  before  God 
of  having  too  frequently  withheld  my  heart  from 
the  Proprietor  of  Heaven  and  earth  5  who  hath 
said,  "  My  son,  give  me  thy  heart." 

28.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  various  presen- 
tations and  sentiments  concerning  religious  sub- 
jects were  suggested  in  the  early  part  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  continued  nearly  to  the  conclusion :  they 
appeared  rather  the  progeny  of  the  creaturely 
cogitative  faculty,  than  to  arise  from  a  superior 
origin.  **  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 
I  intend  this  not  so  much  in  respect  to  what  may 
be  offered  from  without,  as  what  pavSieth  within  j 
whatsoever  sentiments  and  presentations  promote 
dissipation,  or  leave  the  mind  barely  where  it  was 
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before,  are  hurtful,  or  at  least  indifFerent ;  but 
those  which  draw  the  mind  nearer  to  God,  and 
strengthen  an  inward  exercise  and  travail  of  spirit 
towards  him,  are  good,  and  to  be  received  with 
thanksgiving.  Every  otTering,  exhibited  either  in- 
ternally or  ministerially,  is  to  be  seasoned  withthjS 
salt  of  the  everlasting  covenant.  But  as  ministe- 
rial administrations,  offered  in  weakness  and  child- 
like simplicity,  may  possibly  be  more  acceptable 
in  the  sight  of  him,  who  seeth  not  as  man  seeth, 
than  some  which  may  more  nearly  resemble  the 
life  and  wisdom  of  truth,  we  ought  to  be  very 
jealous  over  ourselves  and  our  own  offerings,  and  as 
cautious  and  tender  in  the  judging  of  others,  or 
what  may  be  offered  by  them ;  as  it  is  written, 
•*  Judge  nothing  before  the  time,  until  the  Lord 
come  J  who  will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things 
tf  darkness,  and  will  make  manifest  the  counsels 
of  the  heart ;  and  then  shall  every  man  have  praise 
of  God."  When  George  Fox  was  sent  forth  to 
preach  the  everlasting  gospel,  anJ  to  turn  men 
from  darkness  to  light,  many  illiterate  persons, 
both  men,  women,  and  children,  were  also  sent 
forth  with  him  to  labour  in  the  Lord's  harvest- 
field  ;  in  which  there  was  supposed  to  be  many 
labourers  under  various  characters,  abundantly 
superior  to  them,  not  only  in  human  wisdom  and 
acquirements,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  but  likewise  in  deep  experience  and 
heartfelt  religion ;  who  became  jealo\is  of  them, 
whom  they  esteemed  no  people.    Thus  in  various 
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dispensations  have  the  disciples  of  a   crucified 
Saviour  been  esteemed  as  the  ofF-scouring  of  the 
people,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  cross,  foolishness ; 
that   by  the  things  whicii  are  despised  and  are 
not,  nu^ht  be  brought  to  nought  the  things  which 
are,  "  that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  his  presence." 
In  the  exercise  of  a  public  ministry,  even  where 
there  is  a  degree  of  rightness,  and  especially  where 
those  concerned  may   suppose  themselves   much 
behind  hand  in  the  work,  through  past  unfaithful- 
ness, there  are  many  rocks,  shoals,  and  quicksands, 
on  which  the  rightly-laden  vessel  may  be  ship- 
wrecked and  suffer  loss  ;  and  indeed  so  weighty  is 
the  work,  and   so   diversified    the  dangers,   that 
there  is  abundant  cause  for  all,  from  the  least 
child,  to  the  most  experienced  minister,  to  unite 
in   a  language  formerly  uttered,  **  And  who  is 
sufficient  for  these  things  ? "     In  the  afternoon 
meeting,  neither  sun,  moon,  nor  stars  were  discern- 
ible; nevertheless,  just  before  the  close,  a  cry 
from  the  bottom  of  my  soul  seemed  to  ascend  to 
an  Almighty  helper,    who    can  cause  light    to 
arise  in  the  midst  of  darkness,  and  ".turn  the  sha- 
dow of  death  into  the  morning." 

Tenth  Month,  1783. 

II.  Some  merciful  preservations  from  evil  have^ 
this  week,  been  measurably  experienced;  neverthe- 
less, 1  have  been  deeply  convinced  of  the  enmity 
and  malignant  propensities  of  human  nature^  and 
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of  satan  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light,  working 
on  them,  both  in  myself  and  others ;  whence  arise 
**  debates,  envyings,  wraths,  strifes,  backbitings, 
whifperings,  swellings,  tumults ;"  instead  of  that 
"  charity  which  sufFereth  long,  and  is  kind  ;"  '*  re- 
joiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  in  the  truth ;  beareth 
all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things." 

15.  As  I  was  going  to  the  week-day  meeting 
a  thought  passed  my  mind  concerning  a  state  of 
trembling,  which  I  esteemed  to  be  only  casual ; 
but  after  having  sat  some  little  time  in  the  meetings 
the  matter  was  unexpectedly  renewed  in  my  re- 
membrance, with  such  strength  and  enlargement  j 
that  comparatively,  my  "  brook  became  a  river," 
with  a  pointing  to  those  present  j  but  I  was  fearful 
of  breaking  in,  hastily,  upon  the  solemnity  which 
seemed  to  attend  in  silence ;  lest,  instead  of  in- 
creasing, i  should  scatter ;  and  le^t  words,  instead 
of  enriching,  should  tend  to  poverty.  But  before 
th«^  cloFe  I  dropt  a  few  sentences,  with  a  degree  of 
liberty  and  satisfaction. 

16.  The  week-day  meeting  was  solid;  various 
openings  were  attendant,  without  the  least  pointing 
to  express  them ;  but  rather  thankfully  to  return 
theTi  into  the  treasury,  from  whence  I  hope  they 
proceeded.  For  some  days  pa«t,  clouds  and  sun- 
shme  have  been  alternately  attendant.  Internally, 
some  short  intervals  of  light  and  recollection  were 
attendant;  the  attractionj  of  the  Father  in  their 
lowest  and  wer.kest  administrations,  lead  to 
.**  Christ  in  us  the  hope  of  glory." 


1 8.  The  days  of  darkness  will  overtake  such 
who  possess  their  souls  in  peace,  and  see  no  sor- 
row; and,  sooner  or  later,  they  will  be  witnesses  of 
this  unexceptionable  truth,  *'  Man  is  born  unto 
trouble."  When  the  Lord  "cometh  up  to  the 
people,  He  will  invade  them  with  his  troops ; 
the  strong  shall  be  as  tow,  and  the  maker  of  it 
as  a  spark."  One  with  whom  I  am  peculiarly 
connected,  who  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
health  and  affluence,  being  of  late  attacked  with  a 
dangerous  disease,  occasioned  the  preceding  re- 
marks. 

■  20.  The  plaintive  language  of  the  prr^phet 
many  times  occurred,  **  I  will  bewail  with  the' 
weeping  of  Jazer,  the  vine  of  Sibmah  :  I  will 
water  thee  with  my  tears,  O  Heshboen  and  £lea- 
leh." 

21.  Having  reproved  a  beloved  friend  with  as- 
perity for  a  supposed  error,  I  suffered  compunction. 
.  22.  Three  short  testimonies  were  delivered  in 
the  week-day  meeting.  I  was  oppressed  under  a 
sense  of  iniquity.  **  A  wounded  spirit  who  can 
bear,"  was  the  language  of  one  formerly.  I  sat 
bitterly  bewailing  my  manifold  deviations  from  the 
path  of  peace.  There  is  a  woe  to  them  by  whom 
oflFences  come  ;  but  when  they  have  been  ad- 
ministered, it  is  certainly  a  duty  incumbent  to 
acknowledge  them,  and  to  seek  with  solicitude  for 
a  real  reconciliation  with  those,  whom  we  may 
suppose  have  been  offended.  In  this  ref'pect 
I  have  been  pretty  uniformly  careful,  and  by  an 
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acknowledgement  of  my  petulance  in  the  confe« 
rence  oi  yesterday,  to  the  friend  concerned)  I  was 
measurably  relieved.  ^*  In  the  worlds  said  our 
blessed  Lord,  ye  shall  have  trouble."  The  Son  of 
Man  came  not  to  send  peace  on  earth,  but  rather 
a  sword  in  the  hearts  and  houses  of  those  who  are 
seeking  to  follow  him  in  the  regeneration,  and  to 
fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  sufferings  of 
Christ.  But  when  he  breaketh  the  yoke  of  their 
burthen,  and  taketh  to  himself  his  great  power 
and  reigneth,  he  is  experienced  to  be  "  the  Ever- 
lasting Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace  y "  "  whose 
dominion  is  from  everlasting"  'to  everlasting. 
"  Even  so }  Come,  Lord  Jesus  j"  come  quickly. 
Amen  and  Amen. 

26.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  much  matter  was 
presented  before  the  view  of  my  mind,  which  was 
measurably  profitable  to  myself,  although  unmeet 
at  that  season  for  utterance.  In  the  afternoon, 
near  the  conclusion,  a  few  words  were  expressed, 
concerning  our  incapacity  to  watch  with  Christ 
one  hour,  without  supernatural  assistance. 

28.  The  Lord  who  dwelleth  on  high,  re- 
gardeth  the  prisoners  on  earth  5  "  He  keepeth  all 
their  bones,  that  not  one  of  them  is  broken." 
As  I  walked  in  the  fields,  I  was  enabled  to  re- 
member the  words  of  his  holiness;  and  some 
passages  of  holy  writ  were  brought  before  me  with 
[a  degree  of  freshness. 

31.  After  a  painful  night,  internally,  I  was 
tossed  with  tempests }  I  was  in  a  strait  place,  en- 
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compassed  on  every  side  •,  but,  towards  noon,  some 
sensations  were  attendant  of  that  almighty  and 
infinite  power,  whose  way  is  in  the  sea,  and 
•*  who  maketh  the  clouds  his  chariots  :"  his  word  is 
within,  as  **  treasure  hid  in  the  sand,"  "  and  his 
righteousness  is  revealed  from  heaven,"  for  the 
help  of  the  poor,  whose  soul  fainteth  within  him, 
•*  Although  thou  sayest  I  shall  not  see  him,'*  yet, 
O  my  soul,  trust  thou  in  him ;  for  thy  judgment- 
is  before  him  5  his  judgments  are  unsearchable  as 
the  deeps,  but  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 


Eleventh  Month,  I'jiz^ 

3«  This  day  was  passed  more  comforta'^ly 
than  some,  though  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense 
Of  my  own  poverty ;  iiaVl^f  nothing,  «  neither 
purse  nor  scrip." 

5.  A  day  of  trouble  and  treading  down,  and 
perplexity  in  the  valley  of  vision. 

6.  In  the  Park  evening  meeting,  I  was  early 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  great  benefit  result* 
ing  from  being  inv/ardly  gathered  to  Shiloh,  ^*  the 
bright  and  the  morning  star-,"  who  beareth  wit* 
ness  of  himself;  "  whoso  witness  is  tru(?,**  and 
abundantly  more  strong  than  all  the  prophetical 
and  miraculous  attestations  of  his  coming  and 
glory;  they  being  proposed  to  unbelievers,  are 
rejected  by  them  who  continue  in  their  unbelief, 
JJut^^hc  spirit  \s^n  undeniable,  soul-satisfying  2X\A 
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Self-demonstrative  evidence,  that  the  Soh'  of  God 
is  come,  hath  suffered  for  our  sins,  and  is  risen 
again  for  our  justification.  And  thus,  **  the  less 
is  blessed  of  the  greater,"  in  those  who  receive 
him  in  his  spiritual  appearance,  as  the  light  of  the 
world  and  life  of  ren.  These  truths  were  opened 
in  my  mind  with  clearness  and  demonstration, 
without  the  least  appearance  of  their  being  in- 
tended for  others. 

lo. .  I  attended  both  meetings  at  Horslydown, 
which  were  wholly  held  in  silence.  An  exercise 
in  spirit,  somewhat  similar  to  the  patriarch  Jacob, 
in  the  night  reason,  was  experienced  j  but  th^ 
dawning  of  the  day  seemed  wholly  withheld. 

15.  Early  in  the  moniing,  I  was  impressed 
with  terror,  having  dreamt  of  being  with  one  who 
hath  for  some  tin.e  been  numbered  with  the  deadj 
z%  also  of  sinking  myself  in  miry  places  and  deep 
waters;  as  ali>o  of  being  in  danger  from  a  bad  foun- 
dation and  a  rotten  superstructure ;  but  likewise, 
that  in  the  time  of  need,  in  the  hour  of  distress, 
there  appeared  a  hand,  stretched  out  to  help. 
A^iay  the  latter  part  of  the  dream  be  fulfilled  in 
Spirit.  The  same  Omnipotent  arm,  which  sus- 
tained sinking  Peter,  is  not  diminished  in  power. 
Awake,  awake  !  O,  Arm  of  the  Lord  !  "  art  not 
thou  it,  which  cut  Rahab  and  wounded  the 
dragon,"  who  made  '^  a  way  through  the  sea,,  and 
a  path  through  the  mighty  waters  ?" 

17.  This  day  I  have  been  preserved  pretty 
quiet  and  comfortable  ia  spirit,  and  clear  frost 
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tpeaking  unprofitably ;  a  great  favour,  "  not  of 
works  but  of  grace/*  which  teacheth  to  deny  all 
ungodliness.  O!  may  the  fruits  of  the  spirit  be 
daily  experienced;  "  that  instead  of  the  tlon, 
may  come  up  the  fir  tree,  and  instead  of  the 
briar,  the  myrtle  tree;"  "and  that  the  fruits  of 
righteousness  may  be  sown  in  peace,"  as  a  testi- 
mory  to  that  "  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by 
faith,"  even  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who  himself  was  "  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ; 
•*  who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again. 
Being  lame,  and  the  weather  wet,  I  was  much 
within,  and  perused  the  journal  of  our  deceased 
friend  John  Churchman,  of  North  America.  I 
had  read  it  when  it  was  first  published ;  but  on  a 
fresh  investigation  of  the  contents,  I  was  im- 
pressed with  a  savour  of  some  inward  experiences 
therein  contained.  In  page  222,  I  find  the  follow- 
ing passage,  very  necessary  to  be  noticed  by  all 
yrho  may  have  any  concern  in  a  public  ministry. 
*'  In  attending  the  meetings  as  they  came  in 
course,  I  felt  a  gradual  opening  and  strength  to 
declare  those  things  which  before  had  been  sealed 
up  J  being  now  made  sensible,  that  every  vision: 
and  opening,  which  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  mani-^ 
fest  to  his  servants,  are  not  for  immediate  utter- 
ance. But  the  Lord  who  gives  judgment,  should 
be  carefully  waited  upon;  who  only  can  shew,  by 
the  manifestation  of  his  light,  the  time  when." 

18.     Walking  in  the  fields,  my  mind  was  mea- 
furably  comfortable  and  luminous}  the  desire  of 
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my  soul  was  to  the  Lord,  and  the  remembrance  of 
his  name.  Aftenvards  a  cloud  overspread  my 
horizon  ;  the  cause  not  unknown. 

19.  I  thought  of  leaving  off  my  diary,  but 
remembered  him  "  who,  against  hope,  believed  in 
hope."  I  am  at  times  favored  with  some  sen- 
sations of  "  the  comforts  of  love",  and  of  "  the 
meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ  :*'  but,  alas, 
they  are  soon  suspended.  The  immediate  fore- 
runner of  the  High  Priest  of  our  profession,  **  saw 
the  spirit  descending  from  heaven  like  a  dove,  and 
it  abode  upon  him."  He  was  not  only  our  pro- 
pitiation, but  example ;  and  as  he  was,  so  ought 
ve  to  be,  in  this  present  world.  Nevertheless^ 
as  in  our  "  flesh  there  dwelleth  no  good  tiling,"  I 
am  persuaded  those  visitations  of  divine  good,  come 
xrom  uDuve,  aiul  tncrefore  ought  not  to  be  de- 
spised J  but  rather  received  with  thanksgiving,  and 
a  desire  after  the  increase,  which  is  of  God. 

21.  I  went  with  my  uife  to  visit  John  AlHs; 
concerning  whom,  as  well  as  myself,  it  may  be 
remarked,  Our  days  are  declining  swiftly  as  a 
shadow  J  we  are  withering,  as  grass  5  great  po- 
yerty,  and  distress  also,  attends  m  ithin/  but  not 
without  some  lookings  towards  the  source  of  all 
good.  Some  fresh  attacks  of  pain  likewise  pre- 
yail,  and  mementos  to  follow  the  Lord  more  fully, 
at  the  eleventh  hour  of  the  day. 

23.  After  having  sat  a  short  time  in  the  fore- 
noon meeting,  these  words  were  mentally  formed* 
May>jgood   ari«e  for  the  help  of  the   poor.     I 
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thought  the  waiting  to  have  them  more  power- 
fully impressed  within,  might  be  more  profitable 
to  the  assembly,  than  the  uttering  them  by.  words ; 
but  there  was  no  increase  of  power.  I  believe 
deep  poverty  continued  to  be  the  portion  of  the 
poor. 

29.  This  week,  I  have  been  under  strong  ap- 
prehensions of  death ;  symptoms  of  acute  disease 
having  been  attendant.  They  now  are  measurably 
suspended,  thanks  to  the  Preserver  of  men  5 .  **  un- 
to whom  belong  the  issues  from  death."  May  I, 
for  the  very  short  space,  the  few  sands  which  yet 
remain,  no  longer  live  unto  myself;  but  die  daily, 
by  the  power  of  Christ  j  "  who  both  died,  rose, 
and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord,  both  of  the 
living  and  the  dead/' 


Twelfth  Momth,  1783. 

I.  As  I  walked  in  the  fields,  the . following 
aspirations  were  formed  within  me*— May  I  be  for 
^vet  with  .the  Lord,  and  behold  his  glory.  The 
day  was  passed  peaceably,  and  free  from  condem- 
nation. 

8.  The  wounds  of  seventh-day  were  alleviated, 
but  not  healed. 

10.  By  reason  of  a  letter  concerning  the  dan- 
gerous illness  of  my  brother  John  Scott,  and  his 
continued  solicitude  to  see  me,  in  great  distress 
and  anxiety  of  spirit,  excited  by  various  con^der- 
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ations,  I  went  from  Hartford,  and  the  «ame  even- 
ing I  visited  him  at  his  house  at  RadclifT.  To  my 
great  satisfaction,  I  beheld  in  him  the  pride  and 
glory  of  all  flesh  abased  ;  and  the  Saviour,  who 
was  clothed,  in  the  seamless  robe,  "  whose  hands 
and  feet  were  pierced,"  and  whose  head  was 
crowned  with  thorns,  exalted  as  the  only  rock  -in 
the  valley  of  death.  How  wonderful  are  the 
works  of  Jehovah ;  "  who  maketh  the  city  an  heap, 
the  defenccd  city  a  ruin,"  "  the  palace  of  strangers 
to  be  no  city  j"  and  who  causeth  "  the  branch  of 
the  terrible  to  be  brought  low." 

1 1  •  After  a  sleepless  night,  I  was  four  times 
over  London  Bridge,  distressed  in  mind  5  but  in 
the  evening,  I  experienced  some  access  in  spirit  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  through  the  Mediator. 

16.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  at  Horslydown, 
heaviness  and  darkness  were  the  covering  of  my 
spirit ;  however,  some  perceptions  were  attendant, 
that  the  Lord  seeth  through  the  thick  darkness, 
and  that  the  clouds  cover  not  from  him  5  they 
were  rather  suspended  before  the  meeting  closed* 
At  night,  waHving  over  London  Bridge,  I  wa« 
comforted  with  some  feeling  of  the  preciousness 
of  ChriFt;  b'  th  with  respect  to  his  meritorious 
transactions  without,  and  the  internal  operations 
of  his  powc|^  as  *^  the  hope  of  glory." 

17.  We  visited  my  sister  Scott,  to  whom  I 
shewed  some  memoirs  respecting  what  passed 
betwixt  myself  and  my  deceased  brother,  at  our 
last  interview  j  she  allowed  their  authenticity.    A 
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low  day,  much  "  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death." 

r8.  I  attended  the  funeral  of  my  brother,  at 
RadclifF.  When  I  reached  my  own  apartments, 
in  Too  ley-street,  I  found  divers  letters  from  my 
friends,  which  afforded  some  consolation  to  my 
poor  disconsolate  spirit. 

21.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  at  Hartford, 
some  solemnity  attended,  with  desires  for  sparing 
and  forbearing  mercy ;  that  I  might  yet  praise  the 
Ij«rd  in  the  land  of  the  livings  and  the  assemblies 
of  the  people. 

23.  A  pretty  comfortable  day;  not  without 
some  lookings  towards  the  land  which  is  on  the 
other  side  of  Jordan. 

25.  A  cold  snowy,  day,  and  tempestuous  as  to 
weather,  but  rather  peaceable  within.  O  !  that  I 
may  yet,  as  in  the  latest  periods  of  human  life, 
experience  the  cross  of  Christ  inwardly  prevailing, 
with  a  sense  of  his  par-doning  love  for  the  mani- 
fold errors  of  my  past  lif^ :  his  love,  indeed, 
**  passeth  knowledge,''  and  is  unsearchable  as  the 
deep. 

27,  In  the  course  of  nature,  the  niessenger 
on  the  pale  horse  must  be  near;  perhaps,  as  on 
the  very  threshhold  of  the  door :  may  I  experience 
death  to  be  abolished,  and  life  and  immortality  to 
be  brought  to  light,  through  the  gospel,  which  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation. 

31.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  I  was  exercised 
in  mental  prayer  and  meditation;  I  hope  measu- 
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rably  by  the  rpint  that  quickenetli.  This  being 
the  last  day  in  the  year  1783,  amictrt  various  in- 
terruptions, I  have  reviewed  the  works  of  Jehovah, 
and  his  wonders  in  the  deep  :  towards  the  close,  a 
very  afFecting  scene  was  attendant  in  the  visiting 
ihy  brother  John  Scott,  on  his  death-bed.  **  Ga- 
ther up  the  fragments  that  remain  that  nothing 
be  lost,"  was  the  command  of  our  great  master; 
consistent  with  which,  I  esteem  it  my  duty  to 
preserve,  and  make  known  to  some,  the  dying 
expressions  of  the  deceased ;  as  a  testimony  to  the 
cause  of  Christianity,  and  the  pcwer  of  Christ; 
being  fully  persuaded  that  *'  there  is  no  name 
given  under  heaven^  or  amongst  men,  whereby 
we  must  be  saved,"  but  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ : 
both  as  he  was  in  the  fulness  of  time  manifested 
in  the  flesh,  and  as  he  is  declared  in  power  to  be 
the  Son  of  God,  according  to  the  spirit  of  holi- 
ness, by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead ;  and 
Christ \i^ithin,  *Hhe  hope  of  glory,"  "  the  Lord  our 
righteousness."  In  the  evening,  during  a  sitting 
in  silence  in  a  friend's  house,  I  was  favored  with 
a  sense  of  that  mercy,   which  I  so  much  need, 

and  so  little  deserve. 

« 


•     First  Mokth,  1784. 

I.  This  day,  amidst  bodily  pains  and  various 
interruptio  s,  h^th  been  passed  under  some  sense 
of  tlie  Divine  Presence,   *'  in  the  house  of  my 
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pilgrimage;''  may  the  same  be  increased  from 
•day  to  day,  until  "  mortality  is  swallowed  up 
•of  life."  **  Walk  before  me,  and  be  thou  perfect  ;'* 
w^as  the<:omTnand  of  God  to  Abraham,  who  was 
no  legalist,  but  saw  the  day  of  Christ,  and  was  glad* 
2.  A  calm  day  within,  and  clear  from  those 
tcommunications  which  gender  to  bondage.  Thanks 
4o  the  preserver -of  men. 

7.  During  most  part  of  the  week-day  meet- 
ing, an  exercise  was  ^continued  to  get  near  to 
Christ,  in  spirit.;  and  divers  openings  attended, 
^respecting  the  advantage  thereof.}  but  I  was  feaiv- 
:ful  of  imparting  to  others,  what  might  be  only 
^intended  for  myself.  Afterwards,  in  the  Seal 
*fields,  some  tenderness  and  compunction  of  spirit 
was  experienced  before  him,  who  **  doth  great 
things  past  finding  out ;  yea,  and  wonders  without 
number." 

8.  In  the  evening,  walking  in  the  fields  near 
Dunkirks,  these  words,  although  I  believe  not 
pr^isely  contained  in  Scripture,  were  impressed 
on  my  mind,  with  some  savour  and  2^pplication, 
iriz.  the  Lamb  shall  be  their  -leader. 

9.  The  Lamb  shall  be  their  ieade^  May 
the  Lamb,  who  hath  been  slain  from  the  founda- 
tion of  fallen  nature  in  man,  overcome ;  "angels, 
authorities,  and  powers  being  made  subject  to  him." 

10.  This  week,  various  causes  of  sorrow  have 
attend^  i  but  not  without  a  hope  **  in  those  mer- 
cies which  are  new  every  morning.'* 

17.     An  inward  exercise  was  sup^rted^  with 
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some  degree  of  strength  and  freshness,  during  the 
fore  part  of  the  week ;  since,  rather  a  relaxation 
therein  has  prevailed. 

20.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  I  sat  under 
some  sense  of  *'  that  faith,  which  is  by  the  ope- 
ration of  God.*' 

30.  For  some  time  past,  I  have  been  employed 
in  a  work  which  has  long  been  before  me,  viz. 
the  revising,  correcting,  and  abridging  my  diary, 
which  was  begun  in  the  year  1780.  Wonderful 
have  been  the  Lord's  dealings  with  me,  and  his 
mercies,  which  can  never  be  recounted.  May  the 
recording  of  them  prove  a  way-mark  to  the 
weary ! 

SECOND  Month,  i  784. 

12.  Asl  was  getting  into  a  chaise,  I  broke  my 
shin  •,  by  which  means  I  was  almost  wholly  con- 
fined within  doors,  until  the  9th  of  the  third 
month.  At  times  I  was  thankful  to  "  the  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  the  whole 
family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named,"  that  no 
more  tfbsre  an  infliction  had  befallen  me. 


Fourth  Month,  1784. 

5.  In  the  monthly  meeting,  the  iniquities  of 
my  holy  things  were  set  in  order  before  me ;  par- 
tkukrly>  in  concerns  in  the  ministry  and  disci- 


pKne.  My  most  early  appearances  in  the  formefj 
were  at  a  time  when  pursuits  of  a  different  kind 
much  engrossed  my  attention :  in  respect  to  the 
latter,  there  long  existed  a  zeal,  which  was  incom- 
patible with  true  knowledge,  and  that  fear  of 
the  Lord,  which  "  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom  j** 
kistead  of  judgment  there  was  frequently  a  cry, 
somewhat  similar  to  what  was  formerly  uttered, 
•*  Come  with  me,  and  see  my  zeal  for  the  Lord," 
I  much  sought  after  the  praise  and  approbation  of 
faithful  men,  and  I  had  my  reward.  But  the 
Lord  seeth  not  as  man  seeth,  and  '^  bringeth 
every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  secret 
tiling."  **  For  judgment  I  am  come  into  this 
world,"  said  the  faithful  and  true  witness;  and 
die  spirit  reproveth  '*  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and 
of  judgment."  May  all,  who  are  at  ease  in  Zion, 
bow  before  him,  who  is  "  judge  of  quick  and 
dead ;"  that  in  the  valley  of  Achor  may  be  opened 
a  door  of  hope. 

15.  After  a  painful  and  troublesome  night, 
ttrith  an  old  complaint,  I  was  seized  with  severe 
spasms. 

16.  This  day  was  passed  prfetty  inqfiensively, 
yet  not  without  room  for  amendment;  I  will 
set  a  bridle  before  "  the  door  of  my  lips  :"  if  we 
were  at  all  times  careful  so  to  do,  we  should  often 
obtain  strength  in  silence,  and  by  our  words  be 
justified. 

21.    The  week-day  meeting  was  a  large,  solid 
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attting.  In  silence ;  the  power  of  truth  being  mei« 
surabljr  prevalent. 

22.  This  day  was  the  election  for  the  county 
•f  Hartford.  Contested  elections  are  very  repug- 
nant to  the  spirit  of  Christ ;  concerning  whom  it 
WIS  predicted,  that  he  should  "  not  strive,  nor  cryi 
aeither  should  any  man  hear  his  voice  in  tht 
streets ;"  and  whose  servants  were  "  not  to  strivei 
but  be  gentle."  I  was  rather  passive,  and  indiffer- 
ent concerning  the  event :  but,  in  those  cases,  it  is 
ahnost  impossible  to  avoid  being,  in  some  degree, 
interested;  although  the  preference  may  seem 
slight,  and  without  any  culpable  interference. 

25.  Walking  in  the  evening,  this  petition  was 
mentally  formed  :  O  !  l^ord,  may  I  come  to  thee, 
and  be  thy  disciple,  as  at  the  eleventh  hour  of  the 
day. 

Fifth  Month,  1784. 

■ 

2*  I  attended  the  general  meeting  at  Cross- 
brook-street.  Some  desires  attended,  that  the 
fiery  roll  of  the  Lord's  indignation  might  be  re- 
moved, by  and  through,  Jesus  Christ.  These 
awful  passages  in  holy  writ  were  5ilso  renewed  in 
my  remembrance :  that  the  Lord  "  will  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty ;"  "  every  tree  which  bring- 
eth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down,  and  cast 
into  the  fire." 

4,    As  I  was  coming  out  of  the  fields  in  the 
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f vening,  neither  forewarned  nor  forearmed,  I  was 
attacked  with  a  fit  of  impetuosity.  There  was 
indeed  some  cause  of  displeasure  ^  a  lad,  under 
my  care,  appearing  guilty  of  prevarication— an 
enormous  crime,  which  ought  to  be  discouraged 
with  a  just  severity :  but  alas !  how  far  are  my 
feet  from  being  "  shod  with  the  preparation  of 
the  gospel  of  peace." 

5.     Early  in  the  morning,  my  mind  was  im- 
pressed with  convictions  for  the  turbulence  of  last 
evening.     If  my  lot  had  been  cast  for  ever  in  that 
hour  of  disorder,  how  tremendous  would  have 
been  the  event.     Wraths,  swellings,  and  tumults, 
we  certainly  the  fruits^of  the  flesh ;  and  although 
&ey  may  be  palliated  by  the  false  reasoner,  are 
condemiied  by  the  *^  faithful  and  true  witness.*' 
to  the  w^k-  day  meeting,  my  mind  waa  aa  ^^  the 
tfQuUed  s^  ^'^  but,  from  the  centre  of  my  soul, 
fUdi'tiieF^  not  a  cry  aad  secret  sigh  ascend  to  the 
Fountain  of  Being  ?    as  it   is.  'written,    *^  Deep 
caileth  unto  deep;"  **  all  thy  waii«&  and  thy  bil- 
lows tre  gone  over  me  •,"   and%gain,   ^*  I^ep 
caUeitb  unto  deep." 

IQ.  In  the  eYenlug,  I  visited  my  long  ae- 
qua^Jnted  friend,  A.  O.  who  appeared  to  be  se»- 
sible  of  her  approaching  dissolution,  and  resigned 
to  the  divine  wUl.  Speaking  a  few  dry  words, 
conc^ning  Christ  being  the  resurrection  and  the 
Uf^,  without  an  immediate  feeling  of  his  presenc€(, 
they  soon  became  my  burthen  ;  and  I  came  home 
naiked  and  woundei^ 
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II.  Walking  ill  Chelmsford,  some  breathings 
were  begotten  towards  the  Father  of  Spirits, 
tlirougli  the  Mediator ;  who  declared  himself  to 
be  "  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;  whose  spirit 
maketli  intercession  for  us  with  groanings,  which 
cannot  be  uttered  ;"  and  who  prayeth  for  us,  and 
in  us,  when  M*e  ourselves  appear  to  be  in  a  prayer- 
Jess  state,  and  unable  so  much  as  to  lift  up  our 
eves  towards  heaven. 

13.  On  Porthill,  some  desires  were  renewed 
after  him  who  is  invisible,  and  the  word  of  his 
power,  '*  the  spirit  that  quickeneth." 

15.  This  week,  bodily  and  mental  pain  have 
been  suspended :  little  advancement  has  been 
attained  in  grace  and  true  godliness,  nor  in  a 
lively  experience  of  that  gracious  promise  re** 
corded  in  the  14th  chapter  of  Hosea,  viz.  *^  I  will 
be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel :  he  shall  grow  as  the 
lily,  and  cast  forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon  j "  never- 
theless, the  Christian  life  is  a  hidden  life,  and  true 
believers  "walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight." 
May  not  my  fafth  be  fancy,  taken  from  the  lives 
of  other  men,  or  barely  from  the  letter  of  the 
Scripture ;  but  through  **  the  operation  of  God," 
without  which,  faith  is  dead,  even  "  as  the  body 
without  the  spirit  is  dead." 

16.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  some  words  were 
uttered  concerning  being  '*  buried  with  Christ  by 
baptism  into  death."  The  matter  was  freshly  and 
powerfully  impressed,  and  uttered  with  a  degree 
of  clearness  and  satisfaction ;  M.  P«   was  aftcp- 
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wards  acceptably  led  forth  in  supplication.   Upon 

tlie  whole,  I  hope  it  was  a  favoured  and  solemn 

season. 

19.     In  the  week-day  meeting,  after  sitting  in 

bodily  and  mental  pain,  I  remembered,  with  a 
degree  of  freshness,  our  Saviour's  turning  the 
water  into  wine.  O  !  may  he,  by  the  rod  of  his 
everlasting  strength,  heal  the  waters  of  my  afflic- 
tion ;  that  the  poor  may  have  hope,  and  JoTdan 
be  driven  back.     Amen  !  Amen  !  .   ^ 

ai.  This  evening,  departed  this  life,  Ann 
Orger  5  with  whom  1  had  been  intimately .  ac- 
quainted forty-four  years.  Many  of  my  friends 
are  already  numbered  with  the  dead  j^  ^d .  the 
angel  of  death  seems  to  be  hovering  over  the  habi- 
tations of  those  who  are  yet  living.  "It  is  .ap- 
pointed unto  men  once  to  die;"  and,  OJ  the  tre- 
mendous important -consequence  ;  **  but  after  this, 
the  judgment;"  from  which  neither  men  nor  angels 
can  deliver,  but  only  the  Prince  of  Life:  with 
whom  is  the  water  and  the  blood,  the  light  and 
the  atonement. 

22.  By  continued  indisposition,  I  am  this  daf 
prevented  from  going  to  Hitchin,  in  order  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  our  worthy  friend,  Isaac 
Sharpies,  on  the  morrow. 

23.  Although  pained  in  body  and  low  in  mind, 
I  found  an  inclination  to  sit  with  my  friends  in 
the  forenoon-meeting  at  Hartford;  the  gracious 
declaration  of  the  Lord  Jesus  being  renewed  in  my 
remembrance,  with  a  degree  of  light  and  power ; 
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viz.  "  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  togetKn 
in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them ;'' 
some  words  were  uttered,  relative  to  hia  Almightf 
power,  omnipresence,  and  priesthood .  The  meeting; 
was  smaller  than  usual;  many  friends  being  gone 
from  home  to  attend  the  funeral  of  our  wortliy 
friend,  and  minister  of  Christ,  lasaac  Sharpies;, 
who  was  a  Prince  in  Israel,  not  seeking  to  lord 
it  over  God's  heritage;  but  an  ensample  to  the 
flock.  Let  the  young  and  inexperienced,  amongst 
iis»  beware  of  that  unrighteous  leaven ;  nor  thereb. 
follow  the  footsteps  even  of  those  who  are,  in' 
many  respects,.  **  worthy  of  double  honour ;"  and* 
whom  they  may  esteem  better  than  themselve6.u 
Jesus  Christ  only  is  the  perfect  unvarying  example,, 
and  high  priest  of  his  people ;  who  himself,  was. 
<*  meek  and  Idwly  in  heart;."  and  sougbtnotUt 
own  Bonour,  but  the  honour  of  him  who  sent 
him ;  and  of  whom  our  friend  was  a  faithful 
follower,  according  to  ^^  the  measure  of  the  staturt! 
of  the  fulness  of  Christ." 

26.  Some  injudicious  interferences  and  con^ 
fibuhtions  of  the  members  of  our  society,  both 
formerly  and  of  late^  occurring  to  my  remem- 
brance, my  mind  became  defiled ;  under  the^ 
weight  of  which^.I  sat  down  in  the  week-day 
meeting  :  but  after  some  time  of  silent  waiting,  I 
was  favoured  clearly  to  perceive,  that  this  must  be 
purged  by  the  baptism  of  him,  "  whose  fan  is  in 
his  hand ;"  and  sc-^ttered  as  "  the  chafFof  the  sum- 
sner  threshing  floor ;"  that  we  may  be  blind  as  the 
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lord's  servant)  and  deaf  as  his  messenger  ^  **  see- 
ing many  things,  but  observing  them  not.**  My 
mind  becaine  sensibly  calmed,  under  a  sense  of 
l^is  adorable  mercies,  and  the  gracious  operations 
of  Him,  "  who  giveth  songs  in  the  night \'  who 
imparteth  light  in  darkness,  and  counsel  in  con- 
fusion ;  '^  who  maketh  the  clouds  his  chariots,  who 
walketh  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind/'  Some^  on 
whom  the  light  hath  measurably  risen,  have  seen 
things  wrong;  and  not  waiting  in  self-nothingness, 
to  see  more  light,  a  root  of  bitterness  hath  sprung 
up. 

27.  At  the  funeral  of  Ann  Grger,  our  friend 
Ralph  Baimbridge  was  largely  led  forth,  to  de-^ 
monstrate  the  necessity  of  the  obedience  of  faith 
in  the  divine  principle ;  the  grace  which  brings 
salvation.  I  am  clearly  convinced  that,  although 
salvation  is  only  attainable  through  Christ  the 
propitiation,  yet  we  are  ever  under  condemnation, 
whilst  we  are  in  a  state  of  disobedience ;  and  ate 
only  justified  in  obedience  to  him,  by  whom  we 
are  sanctified.  An  evening  of  distress  and  pertur- 
bation, on  account  of  myself  and  others^ 


Sixth  Month,  1784. 

1.  This  day  four  years,  I  began  the  recording 
of  experiences ;  few  and  evil  have  been  the  days 
vrhich  have  since  elapsed.  Inwardly  and  outwardly 
I  have  been  cast  down  and  lifted  up  \  and  I  now 
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stand  as  It  were  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  and 
the   verge  of  an   awful   eternity.      Measurably^ 
morning  by  morning,  "  he  awakeneth  mine  ear  to 
hear,  as  the  learned  j"  "  neither  turned  I  away 
back."  His  salvation  hath  been  my  desire,  and  a  part 
in  his  covenant.     In  unsearchable  wisdom,  all  his 
works  are  wrought.     If  the  sons  of  Belial  had 
been  thrust  away,  peradventure  I  might  have  in- 
creased; but  not  in  the  increase  of  God.     He  is 
justified  in  all  his  ways ;  great  and  marvellous  are 
all  his  works  ;  righteousness  belongs  to  him  j  but 
to  me,  shame  and  confusion  of  face.     May  his 
goodness  be  more  gloriously  manifested,  before  I 
die,  and  his  name  internally  proclaimed;  **the  Lord 
God,  gracious  and  merciful,"  "  forgiving  iniquity, 
transgression,  and  sin." 

1 6.  This  evening  our  friend  Rebecca  Wright, 
of  North  America,  with  her  companion,  M.  R. 
came  to  our  house.  Myself  and  wife  were  with 
tliem  at  Hartford,  Ware,  and  Hitchin ;  in  which 
meetings,  their  ministrations  were  well  accepted. 

19.  Walking  this  evening  in  the  meadows 
near  Hitchin  town,  in  great  lowness  of  body  and 
mind,  these  words  were  immediately  suggested, 
viz.  Jesus,  the  fairest  of  ten  thousand.  A  bare  and 
lifeless  remembrance  of  them  only,  now  remains ; 
but,  at  the  time,  the  impression  of  them  was  so 
powerful,  as  to  produce  tears  of  contrition :  a 
favour  I  had  not  experienced  in  my  rural  retire- 
ments for  many  days.  The  rich  and  the  full 
loathe  even  the  honeycomb  •,  but  to  the  poor  and 
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contrite  ones,  the  smallest  crumbs  which  fall. from 
the  Master's  table,  are  precious ;  inestimably  so.    i 

23.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  I  was  favoreci^ 
with  some  sensations  of  Christ  Jesus ;  "  the  same, 
yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever }"  and  his  gracious 
pperations  in  the  flesh,  and  in  the  spirit^  as  one 
Ijord  Jesus  5  God  blessed  for  ever. 

28.  Walking  in  the  fields,  some  sensations; 
were  livingly  impressed  concerning  the  efficacy 
of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  shed 
without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  y  and  as  manifested 
within,  "  sprinkleth  from  an  evil  conscience,"  and 
purgeth  from  all  sin. 


Seventh  Month,  1784. 

4.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  some  unexpected 
glimpses  of  light  and  divine  intelligence  being 
imparted,  with  a  pointing  to  those  present,  ^ 
short  testimony  was  delivered,  concerning  the 
blindness  of  man ;  and  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
as  a  glorious  light,  who  leadeth  the  blind  by  a  way 
that  they  know  not,  and  in  paths  which  they 
have  not  known ;  who  maketh  darkness  light, 
**  and  crooked  things  straight." 

7.  J.  K.  having  delivered  a  short  testimony,  a 
few  words  were  added,  recommending  poverty  of 
spirit  5  according  to  that  which  is  written  5  "  Bles- 
sed are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  king- 
dom of  heave:!.*' 
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i8.  I  went  to  the  forenoon  meeting  mtrcli' 
indisposed,  both  in  body  and  mind :  for  a  season, 
death  was  in  dominion;  but  before  the  close,  a 
degree  of  recollection  was  witnessed  in  solemn  ^ 
silence:  a  renewed  testimony  was  also  internally 
impressed,  to  the  weakness  of  man ;  ftnd  to  Hit 
strength,  who,  only,  "  girdeth  with  power ;"  "  the 
confidence  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  of 
them  who  are  afar  off  upon  the  sea :"  but  nothing 
was  verbally  expressed. 

20.  As  I  was  going  up  to  London  in  a  chaise, 
the  following  sentiment  was  immediately  suggested, 
nothing  previously  leading  thereto;  viz,  the  error 
of  the  Predestinarians  and  Necessitarians,  and  of 
those  called  Pelagians  and  Free-willers;  arises  from 
the  endeavouring  to  comprehend  him  who  is  in-f 
comprehensible,  whose  understanding  is  unsearch- 
able; and  to  measure  his  declarations  and  testi- 
monies, which  only  make  **  wise  the  simple,'*  with 
the  declarations  and  proceedings  of  fallible  and 
finite  beings ;  to  measure  his  ways,  who  **  givetb 
not  account  of  any  of  his  matters,"  to  the  wise  and 
prudent,  but  only  to  babes:  according  as  it  i^ 
written,  **  thou  thoughtest  I  was  altogether  such 
an  one  as  thyself;  but  I  will  reprove ^thee,"  and 
set  thine  errors  in  order  before  thine  eyes. 

21.  A  mistaken  zeal  and  supposed  moderation 
(fattely  called  charity),  although  opposite  in  their 
appearances,  frequently  proceed  from  the  same 
cause;  even  in  vessels  measurably  sanctified;  viz. 
the  want  of  '^  being  buried  with  Christ  bj  bap« 
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ism  into  death:"  that  not  only  tfi«  eatth  ia 
them  might  be  shaken,  but  the  heavens  also: 
instead  of  which  there  hath  been,  frequently,  fruit* 
less  and  unsanctified  efforts  to  engraft  the  re- 
mains of  the  first  Adam,  into  the  plant  which  is 
of  an  immortal  nature :  **  thi»  divides  in  Jacob> 
and  scatters  in  Israel." 

23.  In  the  course  of  the  present  week,  I  re- 
ceived a  recent  proof  of  a  few  words  being  suf- 
ficient for  the  ministry,  and  as  apples  of  gold  set 
in  pictures  of  silver :  for  at  a  sitting  at  T.  B's, 
our  beloved  friend  G.  D.  expressing  only  the  fol- 
lowing sentence,  viz.  **  in  my  Father's  house  are 
many  mansions ;"  '*  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for 
you ;"  there  appeared  more  of  a  ministry  in  them^ 
(to  myself  at  least)  than  sometimes  in  a  multitude 
of  words* 


Eighth  Month,  1784. 

X.  First  day.  Samuel  Nottingham  having  had 
fively  and  acceptable  service  in  the  forenoon 
meeting  at  Horslydown,  I  was  enabled  in  a  sub- 
sequent spaoe  of  solemn  silence,  internally  to  plead 
for  mercy,  with  the  fountain  of  mercy ;  to  whom 
mercy,  unlimited  mercy,  sovereign  mercy,  belongs. 
Some  men  are  of  a  merciful  forgiving  disposition^ 
and  blessed  are  they:  but  as  a  mole-hill  to  n 
mountain,  as  a  drop  to  the  ocean;  so  are  the 
mercies  of  men^  in  comparison  of  his^  ^*  who 
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dwelt  in  the  bush,  when  the  ^^  bush  burned,  and 
was  not  consumed." 

7.  As  I  was  walking  over  London  bridge,  my 
mind  was  powerfully  impressed  with  a  considera- 
tion, that  the  time  of  my  natural  life  being  so  far 
spent,  every  day,  every  hour,  every  moment,  is  a 
mercy  •,  that  if  possible,  I  might  redeem  the  time  ^ 
because  the  days  are  few  and  evil. 

1 1 .  This  week  has,  for  the  most  part,  been 
passed  pretty  comfortably ;  the  fruits  of  that  righ- 
teousness, "  which  is  sown  in  peace,"  having  for 
the  most  part,  been  prevalent  until  this  morning; 
when  petulance  sorrowfully  prevailed.  The  usual 
plea  for  petulance  is  provocation ;  but  what  pro- 
vocation can  be  pleaded,  as  a  sufficient  cause  for 
transgressing  the  royal  law  of  love  ?  Where  are 
the  fruits  of  that  "  charity  which  sufFereth  long ;" 
which,  instead  of  being  easily  provoked,  **  beareth 
all  things."  Where  is  "  the  gentleness  and  meek- 
ness of  Christ  Jesus  5"  "  who,  when  he  was  re- 
viled, reviled  not  again;  but  committed  himself 
to  him  that  jud  :eth  righteously  ?"  Consequently,  I 
went  to  the  week-day  meeting  under  condemn- 
ation ;  which  was  measurably  alleviated  under  the 
ministry  of  our  worthy  friend,  Samuel  Nottingham; 
whom,  after  dinner,  I  accompanied  to  Dunkirk's 
farm ;  where,  in  the  days  of  our  youth,  we  were 
both  freouently  at  the  house  of  our  deceased 
friend,  Thomas  Grubb ;  who  was  a  tender  nursing 
father  to  those  who  loved  the  truth,  but  hath 
loflg  since  been  removed  from  works  to  rewards  5 
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having  in  the  meridian  of  human  life^  '^  falleit 
asleep  in  Christ.". 

12.  In  the  forenoon,  myself  and  wife  went 
with  our  beloved  friend^  S.  N.  in  a  chaise,  to 
Ware;  a  meeting  there  being  appointed  at  Samuel's 
request,  in  which  he  particularly  enlarged,  in  an 
evangelical  ministry ;  and  after  his  having  been 
exercised  in  supplication,  a  solemnity  in  silence 
covered  the  assembly ;  uncommon  in  these  low 
and  degenerate  days.  An  eminent  dissenting 
minister  who  was  present,  on  his  going  out,  ad- 
dressed Samuel  in  a  very  affectionate  manner; 
and  others,  not  of  our  society,  expressed  their 
satisfaction. 

-  13.  This  forenoon,  myself  and  wife  accom- 
panied our  friend  S.  N.  in  a  chaise  to  Hitchin  ; 
he  had  lodged  at  our  house  four  nights,  and  been 
chiefly  with  us  in  the  day  time,  much  to  our 
satisfaction ;  his  ministerial  exercise  having  been 
not  only  lively  and  evangelical,  but  his  conduct 
and  conversation,  comfortable  and  edifying. 

15.  First  day.  Myself  and  wife  set  out  about 
seven  in  a  chaise ;  and  baiting  at  Hitchin,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  general  meeting  at  Clifton;  and 
reached  Hartford  about  nine  in  the  evening.  Not- 
withstanding the  length  of  the  journey,  and  ex- 
cessive heat  of  the  weather,  I  came  home  without 
languor  or  weariness ;  an  admirable  and  adorable 
mercy.  The  meeting  was  large,  many  of  other 
professions  being  prdent ;  some  of  whom  appeared 
sober   and  serious,   but   otlicrs   restless  enough: 
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S.  Crawley,  H.  Kite,  and  Samuel  Nottingkanit 
respectively  appeared  in  testimony.  The  members 
of  our  society  are  too  generally  "  imcircumcised 
in  heart  and  ear  \*  yet  to  the  posterity  of  a  people 
once  highly  favored,  ^^  is  the  dew  of  heaven"  fre- 
quently diffused,  both  in  a  ministerial  and  inune-* 
diate  manner  in  their  assemblies :  from  whence  I 
am  persuaded,  did  not  their  goodness  pass  away 
*^  as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as  the  early  dew,''  die 
Lord  of  infinite  mercy  would  make^any  of 
them  as  polished  shafts  in  his  quiver;  and  in 
his  quiver  would  he  hide  them.  For  many 
weeks  past,  both  in  a  spiritual  and  corporeal 
sense,  my  days  have  been  passed  in  weakness, 
and  wearisome  nights  have  been  my  allotment; 
but  for  a  short  time  immediately  preceding,  my 
sorrows  have  been  rather  alleviated.  Although 
great  has  been  my  spiritual  poverty,  and  manifold 
my  defects ;  yet  in  some  good  degree  I  have  been 
enabled  to  seek  the  Lord,  and  the  word  of  his 
holiness :  '^  I  have  sought  him,  but  I  have  found 
him  not.'*  Nevertheless,  if  "  he  standeth  behind 
the  wall,  if  he  looketh  forth  at  the  windows^ 
shewing  himself  through  the  lattice,"  adoration 
and  tlianks  are  due  to  him  for  ever. 

1 8.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  those  present 
were  persuaded  to  an  introversion  of  spirit ;  that 
being  turned  from  a  state  of  natural  darkness,  to 
the  inshining  of  divine  light,  they  might  not  only 
receive  remission  of  sins,  but  ^^  have  tliis  treasure) 
in  earthen  vessels.'^   During  most  of  the  sitting,  a 


degree  of  exerciise,  which  had  been  recommended! 
to  others,  wa$.  experienced  in  my  own  parti- 
cular. 

21-  The  forenoon  meeting  was  large,  but 
wholly  silent  y  some  inward  e3tercise8  and  open- 
ings were  attendant :  in;  the  afternoon,  I  was 
strongly  assailed  with  a  spirit  of  heaviness;  but 
ere  I  was  aware,  a  desire  was  raised,,  that  we 
might  be^*  quickened  together  with  Christ;'*  and 
a  short  testimony  borne  to  that  power',,  which  ift^ 
able  to  quicken  the  dead. 

aS.  My  bodily  health  and  strength  have,  for 
9Dme  weeks,  been  rather  increasing ;  but  a  fresh 
attack  of  a  local  complaint^  has^  'been  this  week, 
renewed ;  so  as  to  threaten  a  danger  of  dissolution* 
But  what  shall  I  say  ?  I  said  in  my  youth,  My  days 
are  as  an  hair's  breadth  y  but,  behold,  the  Lord: 
hath  made  them  a  span  long ;.  my  times  are  still 
in  his  hand,  who  can  scaler  every  cloud,  and 
make  mercy  to  rejoice  against  judgment ;  and  his . 
twn  works  to  praise  him.  Recollection,  and 
$piritual  reading,  have,  this  week,  been^not  wholl; 
omitted. 

29.  Both  meetings  were  held  in  silence:  in 
the  forenoon,  some  solemnity  attended  5  and  va^ 
xious  allusions  to  passages  in  the  Old  Testament 
were  immediately  suggested,  respecting  the  neces« 
sity  of  our  ascent  in  spirit,  from  that  which  it 
vbible  to  that  which  is  invisible;  from  earth  to 
heaven,  in  and  by  Christ,  the  heavenly  Elijah,  the 
prophet,  and  high-priest  *,  who  hath  consecrated' 
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for  us  a  new  and  living  way  through  the  veil,  that 
is  to  say,  his  flesh. 

31.  In  the  evening,  as  I  walked  in  the  fields, 
I  remembered  the  Lord,  and  his  loving  kind- 
nesses, which  have  been  of  old,  and  his  compas- 
sions, which  have  been  renewed  every  morning : 
that  balm  of  Gilead,  and  never-failing  medicine 
for  the  diseased  in  body  or  spirit,  only  administered 
by  the  Mediator,  who,  himself,  in  the  days  of  his 
flesh,  took  our  infirmities,  and  bare  our  sicknesses j 
^nd  remains  unchangeably  the  physician^  and  high- 
prie.^t  of  his  people;  "Christ  Jesus,  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever  ;*'  **  God  over  alli 
blessed  for  ever^  Amen." 


Ninth  Month,  1784. 

I.  This  day  commenced  the  ninth  month  in 
the  year  1781.  Thanks  are  due  for  the  preser- 
vations and  upliftings  of  the  last;  if  life,  and  a 
degree  of  health,  are  vouchsafed  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  present,  may  an  oflFering  be  prepared  to 
him,  who  delivers  from  evil;  and  a  tribute  of 
thanks  to  the  "  Preserver  of  men." 

4.  The  most  part  of  this  week,  bodily  pains 
have  been  relaxed ;  and  desires  after  **  the  in- 
crease, which  is  of  God,"  have  been  freshly 
renewed:  this  day,  I  spoke  unadvisedly,  and  closed 
the  week  under  condemnation. 
*  5,   Notwithstanding,  in  the  night  and  morningi 
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I  suffered  compunction,  for  the  errors  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  before  I  went  to  meering,  a  religious 
calm  covered  my  spirit ;  which  was  measurably 
maintained  during  the  course  of  three  succeeding 
meetings,  under  a  sense  of  immense  and  unme- 
rited obligations  to  divine  grace  and  providence. 
More  often  than  the  morning,  I  desire  an 
advancement  in  the  paths  of  peace  and  piety  ;  but 
iniquities  prevail  against  me,  and  because  of  them, 
I  am  wounded  as  with  the  wound  of  an  enemy ; 
with  the  chastisements  of  a  cruel  one.  My  wounds 
are  grievous,  but,  are  they  incurable  ;  is  there  not 
yet  balm  in  Gilead  ?  is  not  the  God  of  peace  able 
to  bruise  satan  under  my  feet  ?  that  before  I  die, 
"  mercy  and  truth  may  meet,  and  righteousness 
and  peace  kiss  each  other,"  to  the  glory  of  him, 
lipho  is  God  over  all,  blessed  for  ever* 
•  •  6,  In  going  to  the  monthly  meeting  at  Bunting- 
ford,  some  exercise*  attended  for  reconciliation 
and  forgiveness,  because  of  sin  j  which  was  con- 
tinued with  enlargement,  during  a  considerable 
«pace  of  time  spent  in  solemn  silence.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting  was  afterwards  transsRted  in 
peace  and  love ;  and,  I  hope,  measurably  in  the 
wisdom  of  truth.  Why  am  I  thus  ?  Jacob  and 
Esau  are  yet  within.  May  the  elder  serve  the 
younger  I  may  ^*  Jacob  become  a  flame,  and  the 
house  of  Esau  as  stubble  !  " 

19.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  I  was  led  to 
contemplate  on  the  super-excellence  of  the  teach^ 
ings  of  Christ,  *^  the  minister  of  the  sanctuary  5'* 
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who,  by  the  self  same  spirit,  divideth  himselF^ 
severally^  to  every  man  as  he  will. 

23*  Having  sent  for  some  small  tracts,  on  re-r 
ligious  subjects,  particularized  in  Lackington's  cata- 
logue, I  was  rather  impatient  for  their  delivery,  as 
hoping  to  derive  some  spiritual  comfort  and  edifii- 
cation  in  the  perusal  of  them;  I  ^^  looked  for  much, 
but  lo  !  it  came  to  little :"  so  vain  and  precarious 
are  all  expectations  and  dependencies,  that  are  not 
upon  die  all-plenary  source  of  instruction  and 
help> .  the  fountain  whicli  never  faileth  j  from 
whence  every  good  and  perfect  gift  proceeds. 

25.  This  week,  I  perused  the  fixth  and  feventh 
numbers  of  the  Theological  Miscellany.  I  found 
in  some  of  the  more  early  numbers^  some  instruc- 
tive essays,  comporting  with  that  doctrine,  which 
18  according  to  godliness ;  but  there  appearing  10 
^  fixth  number,. an  essay,  tending  to  deprive  be- 
fievers  of  an  inestimable  privilege,,  purchased  by 
the  Redeemer's  blood ;  I  esteem  it  my  duty  ^<  to 
contend  for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to 
the  saints.'*  The  purport  of  the  essay  is,  tQ 
fepresent  the  spirit  which  giveth  life,  insep^ 
fable  from  the  letter  which  kills  i  to  render  thf 
aseans  equal  with  the  cause;  to  depreciate  tht 
lieavenly  oracle,  which  is  within;  and  to  limit 
bim,  whose  understanding  is  unsearchaUe,  and 
who  **  giveth  not  account  of  any  of  his  matters." 
Whence  learned  this  author,  save  from  popish 
•ehoolmen,  that  the  canon  of  scripture  is  closed; 
and  that  no  revelations  are  now  necessary  to  ren^ 
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rder  the  things,  which  are  already  revealed,  effec- 
tual to  the  conversion  of  sinners,  the  consolation  of 
«aint5^  and  the  salvation  of  souls  i  By  the  doctrine 
-which  is  according  to  godliness,  die  Scriptures 
appear  to  be  a  declaration  of  the  things  which 
were,  and  are,  *'  most  surely,  believed ;  profitable 
for  doctrine,  reproof,  correction,  and  instruction  in 
righteousness :"  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  per- 
fected through  that  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  ; 
which  faith,  ^*  is  the  gift  of  God,"  who  hath  shined 
in  the  hearts  of  believers,  •*  to  give  them  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of 
Christ  Jesus."  Which  divine  light  and  knowledge, 
and  not  the  bare  letter,  as  an  outward  testimony 
of  the  truth,  is  the  treasure  which  believers  have 
in  their  "  earthen  vessels,  that  the  excellency  of  the 
power  may  be  of  God,"  and  not  of  any  means  in 
itself,  however  glorious.  Again,  says  the  author, 
*  GCHnmon  sense,  a  bible,  and  a  right  spirit,  wili 
always  inform  a  Christian  what  is  his  present 
duty.'  The  spirit  of  Christ  only  is  a  right  spirit, 
tto  whom  righteousness  alone  belongs  ;  which,  he 
promised  his  immediate  followers,  diould  guide 
them  into  all  truth,  and  shew  them  tilings  to 
.come ;  which  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  his 
office,  and  constant  abiding  with  the  saints,  was  not 
to  them  only ;  but  according  to  the  express  testi- 
mony of  an  apostle  ^^  to  their  children,  and  to 
all  them  that  were  afar  off;  even  as  many  as  the 
liord  our  God  shall  call."  Notwithstanding  the 
errors  of  the  author,  ia  confining  the  spirit  to  the 
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letter  ;  and  the  word,  which  '*  was  in  the  begin- 
ning with  God,"  to  the  words  which  he  hath 
spoken ;  pertinent  are  the  cautions,  contained  in 
tlie  essay,  against  an  anxious  solicitude  in  the 
saints,  respecting  future  events ;  or  too  hasty  and 
positive  determinations  on  inward  feelings  and  im- 
pulses, either  respecting  themselves  or  others.  It  is 
"  the  spirit  which  beareth  witness,"  and  its  witness 
is  invariably  true :  but  many  have  been  the  mis- 
takes of  believers,  respecting  what  hath  been  the 
testimonies  and  impulses  of  the  spirit,  and  those 
of  their  own  inflated  imaginations  :  the  spirit  is 
infallible,  but  man  is  fallible.  The  Lord  can 
speak  internally,  with  a  voice  full  of  power  ;  but, 
if  he  speaketli  otherwise,  *'  who  shall  say  unto 
him,  what  doest  thou  ?'*  In  wisdom  all  his  words 
are  spoken ;  that  the  faith  and  patience  of  the  saints 
may  be  approved,  and  that  in  the  silence  of  all 
flesh,  the  trumpet  may  give  a  certain  sound. 
The  misapprehensions  of  men,  respecting  the  spi- 
rit's teaching,  operate  no  more  against  their  vali- 
dity and  sufficiency,  than  their  manifold  errors  in 
respect  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  Scripture, 
against  the  divinity  and  authenticity  of  those 
sacred  truths.  The  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the 
testimonies  contained  in  tliem,  as  opened  by  the 
Lord,  the  spirit,  arc  inestimably  precious  ;  and, 
according  to  the  eternal  counsel  of  God,  necessary 
for  the  building  up  of  the  saints,  in  the  most  holy 
faith  :  but  let  us  not  equalize  the  means  with  the 
cause,  nor  derogate  from  the  power  and  glory  of 
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the  Father,  the  word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  one 
God  blessed  for  ever. 

26.  Early  in  the  forenoon  meeting,  without 
any  apparent  cause,  darkness  came  over  me  j  but 
the  sitting  soon  became  more  luminous  and  com- 
fortable; M,  P.  ministring  with  much  acceptance. 
;  2S.  Walking  to  Queen's  Bench,  these  words 
were  impressed  with  power,  —  although  I  am 
nothing,  "Christ  is  all :''  I  was  measurably  relieved 
and  tendered  in  spirit. 

30.  Being  under  some  religious  exercise,  on 
opening  the  Bible,  the  words  of  the  Psalmist  were 
immediately  presented  to  my  view;  "  remember  not 
the  sins  of  my  youth,  nor  my  transgressions :  ac- 
cording to  thy  mercy,  remember  thou  me,  for  thy 
goodness  sake,  O  Lord  !  "  They  were  particularly 
suitable  to  my  state  5  for  manifold  were  the 
errors,  even  of  my  religious  youth,  seeking  the 
praise  of  some  good  men,  but  de«ipising  others, 
and  smiting  them  with  the  tongue.  May  I  obtain 
mercy  and  forgiveness  !  for  I  did  it  ignorantly,  in 
a  zeal  for  God,  but  not  according  to  true  know- 
ledge. But  let  all  the  young  and  tender  ones,  the 
called  and  visited  of  God,  beware  of  the  mystery 
ef  iniquity. 


Tenth  Month,  1784. 

4.     At  the  monthly  meeting,  altogether  unex- 
pectedly>  t:amQ  in  our  worthy  friend  G.  D.  late  of 
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Bwrlington,  in  North  America :  in  the  eTehlng,  t 
and  my  wife  accompanied  him,  with  many  other 
friends,  to  a  meeting,  appointed  at  Ware;  in 
which  he  ministered  with  much  acceptance. 

5.  The  aforesaid  friend  attended  a  meeting 
appointed  at  Hartford,  and,  in  the  evening,  an- 
other at  Hoddesdon ;  in  both  of  -which  lie  was 
much  favored  in  his  ministerial  labours.  This 
^ay,  after  dinner,  I  was  seized  with  a  violent 
spasm,  which  was  renewed  with  such  violence 
in  going  to  Hoddesdon,  as  seemed  to  indicate  the 
feelings  of  approaching  death.  I  was  almost  mi- 
raculously favored  to  sit  the  meeting  easily ;  hvtt 
afterwards,  my  pains  returned. 

6.  After  attending  our  week-day  meetings 
dear  G.  D^  left  Hartford.  By  his  late  extensive 
labours  amongst  us,  he  has  shewn  the  proofs  of 
an  evangelical  ministry.^  as  a  skilful  workman^ 
rightly  dividing  tlie  word  of  truth,  not  seeking  to 
gather  the  people  to  any  thing  of  man,  but  to  an 
experimental  knowledge  of  the  gift  of  God^  *^  the 
mystery  hid  from  ages  and  generations  j"  Christ 
in  them  the  hope  of  glory.** 

zi.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  at  London,  I  sat 
down  in  lowness  of  flesh  and  spirit  j  but,  aftec 
some  time,  I  was  enabled  to  remember  him,  who 
giveth  *'  songs  in  the  night,"  and  who  can  irra- 
diate the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

13.  Walking  in  the  Grai\ge,  I  remembered  the 
days  of  my  childhood  and  youth -j  fiince  which, 
^  my  sorrows  have  been  turned  upon  me ;"  but 
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*^  Jesusj  the  fiyst  and  the  last,  the  same  yj^stetday, 
to-day,  and  for  ever,  died  for  us ;"  **  that  whether 
we  wake  or  sleep,  we  might  live  tjpgether  with 

him." 

1 8.  A  pretty  easy,  but  low  day:  little  beipg 
felt  of  those  everlasting  healings,  which  are  under 
the  wing  of  Emanuel. 

19.  I  sat  down  in  the  week-day  meeting,  at 
Horslydown,  in  great  weakness  and  poverty  of 
spirit ;  but,  pretty  soon,  the  forgiveness  proposed 
by  our  blessed  Lord,  when  he  said,  **  If  you  for- 
give men  their  trespasses,  then  will  your  heavenly 
Father  also  forgive  you,"  was  suddenly  impressed, 
and  much  illustrated  in  my  mind,  but  not  ex- 
pressed. I  would  not  willingly  **  conceal  the 
words  of  the  Holy  One,"  but  am  discouraged 
from  speaking  in  the  assemblies  of  the  people; 
not  so  much  because  of  them,  but  rather,  because 
I  have  not  hitherto  completely  obtained  victory 
over  the  enemies  of  my  own  house.  May  I,  in  my 
declining  years,  and  in  great  debility  of  flesh  and 
spirit,  be  still  enabled  to  "  press  after  the  mark 
For  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God,  in  Christ 
Jesus." 

26,  Unprofitable  confabulations  having  pre- 
vailed in  the  morning,  I  went  to  the  week-day 
meeting,  at  Horslydown,  in  terror  j  where,  it 
being  suddenly  suggested,  without  much  expec- 
tation or  illustration,  that  Christ  is  the  Medi- 
ator of  the  covenant  of  gr^ce,  my  mind  became 
measurably   calmed.     When  every  refuge  fails, 
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the  Lord  is  able  to  relieve  the  disconsolate  soul, 
that  is  tossed  with  tempests,  and  driven  to  the  end* 
of  the  earth.     The  meeting  was  wholly  silent. 

30.  This  month,  bodily  pains  and  severe 
•pasms  have  been  often  attendant ;  "  the  earthly 
house  of  this  tabernacle'*  has  been  shaken  ;  no 
growth  in  grace  and  goodness  has  been  perceptibJy 
experienced  5  satan  having  been  at  my  right  hand 
to  resist  me. 

31.  In  the  afternoon  meeting  at  Hartford, 
former  openings,  which  had  been  presented  with 
freshness,  were  remembered  j  but  they  were  as 
.the  manna  of  yesterday. 


"Eleventh  M01NTH,  1784. 

•fi.  My  bodily  health  seems  measurably  reco- 
vered, indispositions  having  been  wonderfully 
suspended ;  but  I  have  been  greatly  deficient 
in  a  tribute  of  praise  to  the  Preserver  of  men ; 
according  to  the  import  of  4:hat  which  is  written, 
**  he  that  offereth  praise,  glorifi^th  me  5  and  to 
him,  who  ordereth  his  conversation  aright,  will  I 
^shew  of  my  salvation." 

13.  This  week,  "  the  fruits  .of  righteousnesf 
have  been  meas,uirably  sown  in  peace.-' 

14.  Although  attended  with  various  discou- 
ragements, J  found  ^n  inclination  to  attend  the 
forenoon  meeting  ik  Gracechurch-street ;  and. 
soon  after  fitting  down,  my  mind  was  freed  from 
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dismay,  and  dipped  into  a  fresh  sense  of  that 
introversion  and  spiritual  worship  in  self-nothing- 
ness and  prostration,  which  we,  as  a  people,  pecu- 
liarly profess :  sundry  passages  in  holy  writ,  rela- 
tive thereto,  were  livingly  opened  5  and  the  exer- 
cise was  continued  through  the  course  of  the 
meeting,  under  divers  testimonies,  which  were 
delivered.  A  sabbath  day !  a  memorable  day ! 
some  sense  of  divine  favor  presiding  through  the 
whole. 

16.  At  Horslydown  week-day  meeting,  I  was 
measurably  relieved,  by  a  word  internally  im- 
parted, and  under  the  ministry  of  G.  D. 

28.  A  day  of  distress  in  the  valley  of  vision, 
from  my  own  unfitness  to  be  unclothed  of  mor- 
tality. I  was  under  great  condemnation,  because 
of  "  deeds  done  in  the  body,"  particularly  for  the 
errors  of  advanced  years  ;  the  too  frequent  preva- 
lence of  petulance,  and  the  too  great  indulgence 
of  my  appetite  in  mating  and  drinking:  errors 
overlooked  and  palliated  by  men,  but  marked  by 
Him,  "  whose  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire;"  who 
"  searcheth  the  heart,  and  trieth  the  reins,"  and 
hath  declared,  If  any  man  will  be  my  disciple,  ^*  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow 
me  :"  which  following  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  the 
regeneration,  consists  not  only  in  suffering,  for  his 
sake,  the  reproach  of  men  ;  but  also  in  the  mortifi- 
cation of  our  propensities,  in  the  things  which 
may  be  esteemed  lawful  by  men,  but  are  con- 
demned  by  Him,  who   seeth  not  as  man  seetk 
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When  I  review  my  want  of  a  due.  allegiance  to 
the  Saviour  of  men  herein^  my  heart  meditates 
terror,  and  my  iniquities  are  a  heavy  burthen  be- 
fore him,  who  is  a  "  just  God  and  a  Saviour;" 
who  will  not  acquit  the  guilty,  nor  suffer  sin  to  go 
unpunished. 


Twelfth  Month,  1784- 

4.  This  week,  having  been  pretty  much  con- 
fined, by  reason  of  a  humour  in  my  leg,  I  hope 
that,  through  the  aboundings  of  divine  grace,  I 
Jiave  been  measurably  enabled  to  seek  for  that 
which  I  was  concerned  to  recommend  to  others, 
the  last  time  I  appeared  in  public,  viz.  the  seek- 
ing for  heavenly  "  treasure  in  our  earthen  vessels."  f 
I  have  also  had  an  opportunity  of  being  much 
exercised  in  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  other 
pious  and  experimental  treatises. .  My  present 
confinement  is  indeed  a  chastening  not  joyous,  but 
yet  to  be  received  with  thanksgiving,  if  in  any 
degree  it  may  be  productive  of  the  **  peaceable 
fruits  of  righteousness."  O  !  may  I,  as  at  the 
eleventh  hour  of  the  day,  and  during  the  present 
dispensation,  be  enabled  more  faithfully  and  fer- 
vently to  feel  after  that  salvation,  which  is  only 
through  Jesus  Christy  the  fountain  set  open,  for 
remission  and  sanctification,  whose  blood  **  clean- 
seth  from  all  sin." 

8.    The  great  concern  was  measurably  kept  in 
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aiight,  with  some  liftings  up  of  head  towards  the 
light  of  Israel,  who  can  yet  open  a  door  of  hope 
in  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

13,  14,  15,  and  16,  Were  spent  in  pain  and 
lowness  5  but  not  without  some  lookings  to  the 
great  Physician  of  soul  and  body,  **  who,  himself, 
took  our  infirmities,  and  bare  our  sicknesses.'* 
The  nights  have  been  so  exceedingly  distressing, 
through  acute  pains  of  the  rheumatism,  that  a  reli- 
gious exercise  upon  my  bed  has  been  impeded  by 
them  J  but  however,  **  to  will  has  been  present 
with  me ;"  and  the  Lord  is  gracious  to  accept  ac- 
cording to  that  which  a  man  hath,  even  according 
to  the  ability  which  He  afFordeth,  from  whom 
every  good  gift  cometh. 

*  _ 

19.  First  day.  Our  well-beloved  friends  S.  E. 
and  G.  D.  having  an  evening  meeting  at  Horsly- 
down,  although  absent  in  body  through  indispo- 
sitioHy.  I  was  desirous^  of  being  present  in  spirit ; 
in  the  invisible  fellowship  by  which  the  children 
of  God,  however  scattered  abroad,  are  gathered 
together  in  one.  The  following  portions  of  scrip- 
ture were  immediately  opened,  and  impressed 
upon  my  mind,  with  a  degree  of  strength  and 
clearness,  viz.  "  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way 
that  ^ey  know  not,  and  in  paths  which  they  have 
not  known :  I  will  make  darkness  light  before 
them,  and  crooked  things  straight.  These  things 
will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  forsake  them."  **  I 
will  go  before  thee,  and  break  in  pieces  the  gates 
of  brass,  and  cut  in  sunder  the  bars  of  iron  j^. and 
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I  will  give  thee  the  treasures  of  darkness,  and  the 
hidden  riches  of  secret  places."  When  barely 
read  or  repeated,  how  ineffectual  are  even  the 
words  contained  in  the  bible ;  but  when  they  are 
opened  by  tlieir  divine  Original,  they  are  as  honey 
from  the  rock ;  yea,  sweeter  than  the  honey-comb. 

20.  This  day  I  was  informed  of  the  decease  of 
my  dear  and  worthy  friend  Thomas  Hartley,  who 
departed  this  life  the  loth  instant.  I  had  been 
personally  acquainted  with  him  for  more  than 
nine  years :  we  were  very  dissimilar  in  our  natu» 
ral  dispositions,  and  in  our  sentiments  respecting 
various  points ;  in  others,  we  were  firmly  united  5 
oiir  union  being  more  in  the  spirit,  than  the 
letter  5  the  inward,  than  the  outward.  He  was  a 
man  of  unaffected  piety,  great  sincerity,  and  exqui- 
site sensibility  5  deeply  suffering  under  a  sense  of 
his  own  defects  in  particular,  and  of  the  depravity 
of  fallen  nature  in  the  general ;  following  a  cruci- 
fied Saviour  in  the  regeneration,  according  to  his 
measure :  there  is  abundant  cause  for  a  comfortable 
hope,  that  he  now  rests  from  his  labours,  *•  where 
the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary 
are  at  rest." 

23.  The  awful  declaration  which  was  for- 
merly pronounced,  **  I  tell  ye,  1  know  ye  not, 
whence  ye  are  5  depart  from  me  all  ye  workers  of 
iniquity,"  being  impressed  on  my  mind,  caused 
trembling  of  spirit. 

25.  The  great  mystery  of  godliness  ought  to 
be  ever  before  us.     This  day,  being  set  apart  for 
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tlkc  Gommemoration  of  the  birth  of  Christ,  "  when 
the  word  was  made  flesh,"  when  he  took  upon 
him  not  the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  seed  of 
Abraham  5  it  may  recal  our  attention  to  that  stu- 
pendous transaction  of  divine  love.  Nevertheless, 
the  superstitious  observation  of  days  and  timet- 
being  introduced  in  the  apostacy,  it  is  our  duty  to. 
maintain  a  testimony  against  it,  in  the  ^*  meek- 
ness of  wisdom :"  an  inward  exercise  was  sup?- 
ported  in  weakness. 

31.  I  received  a  lively  and  sensible  letter  fronv- 
M.  P.  it  afforded  some  consolation  to  my  discon- 
solate mind,  that  some  remain,  who  are  travelling, 
together  with  me,  under  a  sense  of  their  imperfec- 
tions, and  shortness  of  having  attained  to  "  the 
measure  of  the  stature  of  the  .fulness  of  Christ." 


First  Month,  1785. 

r*  "  Great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness  ;"  the 
tiches  of  the  glory  of  this  mystery,  is  "  Christ  ia 
you,  the  hope  of  glory."  The  books  of  Matthew, 
Mark,  Luke  and  John,  with  the  apostolic  epistles, 
are  a  faithful  declaration  of  the  gospel ;  which  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,"  of  poor,  naked, 
Starving,  undone  sinners  in  themselves ;  who,  as 
our  ancient  friend  John  Crook  justly  observes, 
•  seeing  their  own  righteousness  to  be  a  filthy 
thing,  are  the  proper  subjects  of  Christ's  righteous- 
ness, which  is  not  attainable  by  any  creaturely 
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skill  or  self-imputation ;  but  only  by  the  applies^ 
tory  gift  of  divine  grace,  and  through  that  living 
faith,  which  works  by  love  to  the  purifying  of  the 
heart."  Upon  this  holy  thing,  ought  we  to  be 
attending  continually,  in  our  -meetings  and  out  of 
them,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places;  that  the  pearl 
of  everlasting  price  may  be  found  within,  as 
**  treasure  in  our  earthen  vessels ;"  that  Christ 
•*  may  be  formed  in  us,  and  we  completed  in  him, 
who  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power :". 
the  purport  of  the  above  being  opened  upon  my 
bed,  and  fastened  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place,  the 
same  is  recorded.  Towards  evening  my  brook 
became  dry,  and  the  savour  of  the  above  opening; 
was  removed. 

6.  This  day  was  passed  pretty  comfortably, 
under  some  distant  perceptions  of  the  divine  pre- 
sence, in  which  only  is  life  and  comfort,. 

9.  First  day.  How  dregful  is  a  prayerless 
state !  when  the  poor  soul  is  left  naked  and 
wounded,  a  prey  to  the  indignant  propensities  of 
fallen  nature,  and  separate  from  the  salutary  raysf 
of  a  Mediator.  To  some,  by  these  memoirs,, 
though  true,  I  may  be  judged  a  deceiver  j  others 
may  judge  me  to  be  a  weak  and  unsteady  man  '^ 
very  unfit  to  teach  others.  "  He  that  is  ready  to 
slip  with  his  feet,  is  as  a  lamp  despised  in  the 
thought  of  him  M'ho  is  at  ease :"  but  let  such  who 
possess  fortitude  and  resignation,  consider  those 
who  are  swallowed  up  of  overmuch  sorrow,  arid 
learn  what  that  meancth,  « 1  will  have  mercy„  and 


ftot  sacrifice  j"  "  I  am  not  come  to  call  the  riglit- 
cous,  but  sinners  to  repentance."  And  O!  may 
the  reality  of  righteousness  and  peace^  and  not  a 
bare  semblance  of  them,  be  multiplied  and  abound 
among  u«:,  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts  may  become  a 
spirit  of  "  strength  to  them,  that  turn  the  battle 
to  the  gate." 

13.  Tn  the  morning  on  my  bed,  the  desire  of 
my  soul  was  towards  the  ^*  Messenger  of  the 
covenant,"  and  that  He  might  suddenly  come  to  his 
temple,  who  is  as  a  purifier  of  silver,  and  as  the 
fuller's  soap." 

15.  We  were  visited  by  our  dear  and  worthy 
friends  S.  E.  and  G.  D.  who,  in  their  religious 
exercises,  were  enabled  to  reach  to  the  oppressed 
5eed,  which  "  is  pressed  down  as  a  cart  with 
sheaves." 

18.  After  having  been,  for  many  weeks,  con- 
fined by  the  rheumatism,  I  was  enabled  to  attend  the 
,  week-day  meeting  at  Horslydown;  but  when  there, 
instead  of  the  tribute  of  praise  for  the  manifold 
presefrvations  which  had  been  vouchsafed,  heavi- 
ness was  the  clothing  of  my  spirit ;  and  the  awful 
inquiry  was  suggested,  "  despisest  thou  the  riches 
of  that  goodness,  forbearance,  and  long-suffering," 
which  should  lead  thee  to  repentance  ?  Neverthe- 
less, there  was  a  something  of  a  waiting  on  the 
Lord  in  the  way  of  his  judgments,  and  of  a 
.  solemnity  which  was  as  a  song  in  the  night. 

23.     First  day.     Reading  some  memoirs  of  the 
.<ruel  sufferings  inflicted   by  the  magistrates  and 
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ministers  of  Boston,  upon  the  early  bapt'sts  in 
that  country,  this  remark  was  attendant;  how 
dreadful  have  been  the  devastations  and  scandals 
occasioned  by  a  false  and  furious  zeal,  even  by 
those  who,  in  many  respects,  have  been  reputed 
pious,  when  they  departed  from  that  charity  by 
which  all  the  members  of  the  body,  however  diver- 
sified, are  edified  together,  "  and  grow  up  in  ail 
things,  into  him  who  is  the  head,  even  Christ!'* 

29.  A  pretty  comfortable  day,  passed  under 
some  internal  sense  of  the  divine  presence,  and  a 
conviction  that  the  Lord  is  a  God  near  at  hand, 
who  hears  the  prayers  of  the  poor.  At  the  Park 
evening  meeting,  there  was  a  giant  in  the  wayj 
but  a  degree  of  victory  was  experienced  in  an 
inward  exercise. 

30.  The  forenoon  meeting  was  small,  and 
wholly  silent  \  from  the  early  part  to  the  close,  my 
mind  was  exercised  respecting  the  necessity  and 
•nature  of  inward  silent  prayer,  and  with  various 

openings  relative  thereto  ;  but  I  esteemed  it  much 
more  preferable  to  experience  something  of  it  in 
my  own  particular,  than  to  speak  of  it  to  others. 


Second  Month,  1785. 

4.  This  week  I  have  been  low,  as  to  the  divine 
life;  nevertheless,  some  inward  exercise  and  re- 
formation from  unnecessary  speaking,  has  been 
experienced  j  every  deliverance  from  evil,  even  in 
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"what  may  be  esteemed  minute  and  inconsiderable 
instances,  is  a  mercy  not  of  works,  but  of  grace  j 
which  teacheth  to  deny  ungodliness. 

11.  I  came  to  Hartford,  after  having  been 
absent  therefrom  more  than  two  months.  Before 
I  arose,  I  had  some  sensations  of  a  living  faith  in 
Christ,  as  he  was  the  one  offering,  which  hath  for- 
ever perfected  them  who  are  sanctified  j  and  as 
he  is  revealed  within,  the  sanctifier  of  his  people, 
**  and  their  hope  of  glory.'* 

12.  This  week  I  have  remembered  the  Lord 
upon  my  bed,  and  measurably  meditated  on  him, 
in  the  morning  watches. 

17.  Walking  towards  Dunkirks  in  the  snow,  I 
-was  favored  with  some  sense  of  God  that  made 
me,  and  desires  after  more  communion  with  him, 
through  the  Mediator,  who  "  is  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life."  My  spirit  was  measurably 
tendered  and  humbled  in  the  presence  of  Him, 
**  who  cKvelt  in  the  bush  ;''  it  is  certainly  our  in- 
cumbent duty  to  be  diligent  in  the  attendance  of 
meetingf?,  and  not  through  lukewarmness  and 
liulifFerence  to  neglect  the  assembling  of  ourselves 
together,  for  the  purposes  of  divine  worship  in  a 
collective  capacity  :  yet  herein  is  a  danger  of  a 
zeal  which  is  not  according  to  true  knowledge, 
and  of  laying  too  great  a  stress  upon  the  attendance 
and  feeding  as  it  were,  upon  vhe  bare  outward  act. 
Particularly  erroneous  and  blameable  are  those  of 
the  Romish  and  episcopal  communities,  in  calliiig 
their  places  for  worship,    *  the  houses  of  God  •,* 
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and  endeavouring  to  inculcate  a  veneration  for 
those  edifices.  Wherever  the  divine  presence  is 
manifested,  whether  it  is  in  the  open  fields,  ihe 
secret  chamber,  or  elsewhere,,  the  language  of  the 
patriarch  Jacob  may  with  propriety  be  adopted ; 
'^  This  is  none  other  but  the  house  of  God,  and 
this  is  the  gate  of  heaven/'  "  What  shall  I  ren^ 
der  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  2" 

19.  "What  owest  thou  to  thy  Lord?" 
was  a  query  formerly  proposed.  We  are  all  as 
bankrupts  J  we  owe  much,  and  have  nothing  to  pay 
with ;  and  are  destined  to  everlasting  perdition 
for  our  debts,  unless,  with  the  man  who  owed  the 
ten  thousand  talenti,  we  are  not  only  forgiven, 
but  graciously  supplied  by  Him,  in  whose  hand  is 
the  wine  and  the  oil,  the  light  and  the  atonement^ 
and  the  unsearchable  riches  of  an  everlasting  inhe- 
jritance.  Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  I  have  hitherto  been,  since  my  late  con- 
finement, free  from  rheumatic  returns,  and  some 
customary  complaints ;  I  have  likewise  been  at 
times  favored  with  some  sensations  of  the  divine 
preservation  from  evil. 

20.  In  the  forenoon  meetings  some  words  were 
spoken  respecting  that  state  of  nothingness  and 
dependence,  in  which  we  ought  to  attend  our  reli- 
gious meetings ;  in  order  to  wait  foT  "  the  pro- 
mise of  the  Holy  Ghost,*'  and  the  pouring  forth  of 
the  spirit  from  on  high. 

21.  A  pretty  comfortable  day;  some  ascent  in 
spirit,  being  experienced  towiirds  the  mountain  of 
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the  Lord*s  holiness.     Without   a  vital,  internal 
holinessy  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord. 

27.  I  sat  down  in  the  forenoon  meeting  in  a 
state  of  utter  insensibility  respecting  spiritual 
things  J  but  pretty  soon,  some  sense  of  that  efree- 
tual  prayer  which  availeth  much,  covered  my  mind;- 
which,  with  some  matter  relative  to  the  exercise 
thereof,  seemed  almost  ripe  for  utterance;  but 
the  weight  of  the  pointing  to  speak  seeming  rather 
to  abate,  I  remained  in  silence  j  but  I  hope  the 
opening  was,  in  some  degree,  proikabie  to  myself^ 

and  also  to  others. 


Third  Month,  1785. 

I .  As  to  the  outward,  was  passed  pretty  fairly  r  ' 
we  had  what  I  have  so^netimes  called  the  "  gospel 
feast ;"  and  some  of  the  poor  were  partakers  of 
the  benefit.  1^'efore  dinner,  I  set  out  for  a  walk 
with  my  wife  and  S.  R.  but  was  soon  disposed  to 
leave  them  for  the  sake  of  retirement;  sitting 
under  a  tree,  the  gracious  promise  recorded  in  the 
40th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  was  freshly  brought  to  my 
remembrance;  videlicet,  "  they  that  wait  upoa 
the  Lord,  shall  renew  their  strength."  I  greatly 
marvel  that  any  who  have  experienced  the  benefit, 
th.e  unspeakable  benefit  resulting  from  retirement, 
should  be  so  fond  of  company :  the  true  friend  is 
in  the  heart,  the  spouse  who  is  always  j'inlons  : 
the  strength  of  Israel  *^  is  not  a  man  thtit  he  should 
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Ue,  nor  the  Son  of  Man  that  he  should  repent  ^' 
**  He  is  the  everlasting  strength  of  tlie  poor,  and 
refuge  for  the  needy  in  his  distress." 

2.  In  the  week-day  meeting  a  short  testimony 
was  borne  to  Him,  who  is  the  "  Tower  of  the 
^ock,  and  the  strong  hold  of  the  daughter  of  Zion.!* 

5.  The  assizes  for  the  county  were  held  this 
week,  and  seven  of  my  fellow  men  were  destined 
to  death,  by  the  decision  of  an  earthly  tribunal  5 
erroneous  and  mistaken  the  Calvinists  appear, 
in  supposing  all  Adam's  posterity  are  subjected 
to  the  penalty  of  death,  spiritual,  temporal 
and  eternal,  through  the  default  of  their  original 
progenitor  j  from  hioi,  indeed,  they  derive  a  fallen 
nature,  "  prone  to  evil  as  the  sparks  fly  upward;" 
**  as  by  one  man  sin  entered,  and  death  by  sin ; 
and  so  death  passed  on  all  men,  for  that,  all  have 
sinned ;"  not  in  Adam  as  their  head  and  represen- 
tative, but  in  their  own  persons. 

9.  I  was  deeply  depressed  under  a  considera- 
tion of  man  as  mortal,  and  my  own  distance  and 
dissimilitude  from  Him,  "  who  dwelleth  in  the 
light,"  and  who  only  hath  immortality. 

16.  I  went,  to  the  week-day  meeting  in  dis- 
tress 5  Uut  the  wonderful  transition  of  the  beggar 
Lazarus,  from  the  gate  of  Dives,  to  Abraham's 
bosom,  being  powerfully  impressed,  I  was  for  a 
season  measurably  consoled ;  but  nothing  was  ver- 
bally expressed  by  me. 

20.  The  meetings  this  day  were  large,  that  in 
the  afternoon  particularly  so,  on  account  of  the 
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burial  of  S,  B. ;  in  both  of  them,  my  mind  wzb 
awfully  impressed  "vrith  the  dreadful  sentence 
which  was  pronounced  concerning  the  unprofit- 
able servant,  and  that  of  the  fig-tree  on  which  no 
fruit  was  found.  In  the  meeting  of  ministers  and 
elders,  there  seemed  something  similar  to  a  so- 
lemnity  in  the  night  season. 

21.  This  day  I  entered  into  the  67th  year  of 
my  age  5  ^*  my  days  pass  more  swift  than  a  wea- 
ver's shuttle ;"  "with  the  Lord  one  day  is  as  a 
thousand  years:**  "  he  can  save  by  many  or  by 
few.'*  In  the  nwnthly  meeting,  before  the  women 
friends  withdrew,  our  beloved  friends,  W.  M, 
and  G.  D.  were  graciously  anointed  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  the  poor  5  the  sound  seemed  in  some 
degree  to  extend  to  me,  in  the  land  of  my  cap^- 
tivity, 

22.  This  day  sorrows  seemed  for.  a  season^  to 
be  rather  suspended  5  may  I,  through  great-  grace, 
be  enabled,  as  at  the  eleventh  hour  of  the  day,  to 
exchange  the  burthens  which  have  been  so  heavy 
upon  me,  for  the  yoke  which  is  easy,  and  the  bur- 
then which  is  light.  My  intellectual  eye  seemed 
to  glance  towards  that  woman,  who  having  "  had 
much  forgiven,  loved  much."  O  !  may  I,  for  the 
few  days  or  hours  remaining,  demonstrate  my 
love  to  Christ,  **  by  keeping  his  commandments/* 
At  an  appointed  meeting  held*  at  Ware  this  even- 
ing, after  our  friend,  W.  Matthews,  had  closed 
his  testimony,  so  awful  a  solemnity  covered  a 
numerous  and  mixed  assembly  in  silence,  that  the 
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language  of  some  formerly  might,  with  much 
propriety,  have  been  adopted,  viz.  "  it  is  good  for 
us  to  be  here." 

23.  The  week-day  meeting  at  Hartford  was  ft 
large  and  favored  season,  W.  M.  being  led  to 
open  the  spiritual  import  of  Christ's  washing  his 
disciples  feet;  and  to  recal  the  attention  of  the 
back-sliders,  to  **  the  fountain  which  is  opened  for 
sin  and  uncleanness." 

24.  This  morning  our  friend  W.  M.  set  for- 
ward on  a  visit  to  the  western  part  of  this  county, 
and  some  of  the  counties  adjacent :  he  had  lodged 
with  us  five  nights,  and  been  mostly  at  our  house 
in  the  day  time;  many  friends  had  been  with 
him:  his  conversation  was  such  as  becomes  the 
gospel.  On  the  first  day  he  was  much  shut  up, 
as  to  his  public  ministry ;  but  in  the  subsequent 
meetings,  opened  and  enlarged,  to  the  reaching  of 
many. 

25.  Walking  in  the  Borough,  my  spirit  was 
measurably  contrited,  m  a  remembrance  of  former 
days,  and  the  Lord's  mercies,  which  have  been 
**  as  the  former  and  the  latter  rain." 

26.  During  my  confinement  in  the  winter, 
and  for  some  time  after  I  was  liberated  therefrom, 
a  fres"!  visitation  seemed  to  be  extended  for  my 
help,  and  the  **  strengthening  the  things  which 
were  ready  to  die;"  but  not  rendering  to  the 
Lord  according  to  the  benefits  which  he  had  be- 
stowed upon  me,  and  obedience  not  keeping  pace 
with  knowledge,  for  some  time  past,  horror  aud 
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deep  distress  have  been  usually  the  companions  of 
my  spirit.  During  the  present  week,  the  mercies 
of  heaven  have  been  renewed  more  often  than  the 
morning,  and  some  sense  of  the  divine  presence 
has  attended.  This  day,*^*  the  shooting  up  of  the 
latter  growth"  hath  been  consumed,,  as  by  an  east 
wind  from  the  wilderness.  "  Forgive,  O  Lord,  I 
beseech  thee  j"  *^  By  whom  shall  Jacob  arise,,  for 
he  is  small  ?" 

Fourth  Month,  i/Sff. 

I.  The  former  part  of  the  last  month,  sack- 
cloth was  my  covering  5  afterwards  a  glimpse  of 
hope  attended,  in  seeking  after  that  obedience 
which  is  by  faith.  We  are  not  to  place  our  con- 
fidence in  any  thing  short  of  the  great  Author  of 
every  good  work ;  but  every  degree  of  reformation 
from  evil,  and  increase  in  the  labour  of  love,  131 
acceptable  in  His  sight)  who  has  promised  to  re* 
ward  those  who  give  a  cup  of  cold  water  in  the- 
name  and  spirit  of  true  discipleship :  for  a  mite 
cast  into  the  treasury  shall  be  approved,  when  tht 
pompous  offerings  of  the  proud  shall  perish. 

4.  Ia  the  monthly  meeting,  a  short  testimony 
was  delivered  concerning  the  gospel  mantle ;  the^ 
subsequent  business  was -transacted  in  peace. 

18.  Near  the  close  of  the  forenoon  meeting, 
some  sentences  were  uttered  concerning  the  suf* 
fcrings  of  Christ,  and  of  our  suffering  together 
with  him. 
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23.  The  former  part  of  this  week,  insensibility 
respecting  spiritual  things  was  sorrowfully  preva- 
lent. I  have  been  incapable  of  being  exercised  in 
the  volume  of  the  book,  either  within  or  without, 
the  vision  of  the  whole  having  been  so  sealed,  afe 
with  seven  seals,  that  no  man  in  heaven,  nor  in 
earth,  neither  under  the  earth,  could  open  it, 
but  "  the  Lion  of  tlie  tribe  of  Juda,"  who  can 
quicken  the  dead,  and  call  these  things  which  are 
not,  as  though  they  were.  O  !  that  I  might  come 
into  his  presence  and  plead  with  him,  as  a  man 
pleadeth  with  his  friend ;  for  although  I  see  him 
not,  yet  judgment  is  with  him;  therefore,  O  my 
•oul!  trust  thou  in  him* 

25.  I  was  visited  by  John  Hoole,  the  celebrated 
translator  of  Tassoj  who  read  to  me  some  me- 
moirs, which  are  intended  to  be  prefixed  to  a 
posthumous  work  of  my  deceased  brother,  John 
Scott,  who  in  his  life  time  had  the  praise  of  men  ^ 
but  in  his  latter  end,  I  humbly  hope,  his  <^  praisd. 
was  of  God." 

30.  The  failures  of  the  pillars  of  the  house^^ 
presage  its  dissolution  5  the  sins  of  my  youth,  evea. 
of  my  religious  youth,  as  well  as  the  iniquities  o£ 
more  advanced  years,  have  been  recalled-  to  my 
remembrance;  and  passed  before  me  as  a  roll^ 
marked  with  ^*  mourning,  lamentation  and  woe." 
I  am  confident,  whatever  my  friends  may  suppose 
to  the  contrary,  that  for  some  years  past,  I  havQ, 
too  freely  indulged  my  palati?,  both  in  the  eating 
pf  meat,  and  the  drinking  of  wine;  and. though  X, 
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have  strictly  adhered  in  both  respects  to  what  1$ 
esteemed  moderation  by  men ;  yet  I  have  not  suf- 
ficiently bridled  the  body,  nor  adhered  to  the 
cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  5  "  which  is  the 
power  of  God,"  **  and  crucifies  the  flesh,  with 
the  affections  and  lusts." 


Fifth  Month,  1785. 

13.  Divers  acceptable  testimonies  were  de- 
livered at  Gracechurch  Street.  My  mind  was 
measurably  turned  tp  Him  **  who  hath  the  tongue 

'  of  the  learned,  and  can  speak  a  word  in  season  to 
him  that  is  weary,*'  for  with  him  only  "  are  the 
words  of  eternal  life,"  I  was  glad  of  the  crumbs 
which  fell  from  the  Master's  table. 

14.  This  week  has  been  spent  pretty  satis- 
factorily, but  not  without  some  exceptions;  de- 
sires having  at  intervals  attended  for  the  removal 
of  hardness  of  heart,  that  a  heart  of  flesh  might 
fa^  graciously  imparted,  meliorated  and  contrited, 
under  a  sense  of  the  Lord's  manifold  merciesj 
which  are  new  every  morning :  of  them  mankind 
are  too  unmindful,  of  them  I  myself  have  been 
too  unmindful. 

* Man,  infatuate  man/ 

*  Lays  for  hirnself  on  earth  his  little  plan, 

*  Dreads  not,  or,  distant,  views  mortality.' 

My  plan,  my  pleasurable  expectations,  have  indeed 
been  little  and  singularly  circumscribed:  neither 
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riches  nor  honours,  have  been  my  aim,  nor  the 
hope  of  their  attainment,  my  consdation.  From 
the  fragrance  of  my  garden,  the  attendance  and 
fidelity  of  my  spaniel,  my  rural,  retired  and  even- 
ing excursions,  and  the  gratification  of  my  palate 
(although  speaking  after  the  manner  of  men  in 
strict  moderation),  some  expectations  of  satis- 
faction have  been  frequently  derived;  yet  from 
heartfelt  experience,  frequently  renewed,  I  have 
found  that  on  every  object  under  heaven,  this  in* 
scription  is  affixed  *'  vanity  of  vanities." 

15.  The  meetings  at  Park  and  Horslydown 
were  favored  with  a  divine  solemnity,  and  an  ac- 
ceptable ministry. 

21.  This  week,  meetings  have  been  duly  at- 
tended ;  as  to  the  interior,  I  have  been,  for  the 
most  part,  stationed  in  low  places. 

25.  The  meetings  this  week  at  Hartford,  were^ 
I  hope,  profitable  to  many ;  my  mind  was  mea- 
surably affected  under  a  remembrance  of  the 
Lord's  former  loving-kindness,  and  his  multiplied 
mercies  to  the  present  hour«  Many  testimonies 
may  be  delivered  by  the  Lord*s  servants,  mea- 
iarably  in  the  wisdom  of  truth ;  they  may  **  kno^ 
in  part»  and  prophecy  in  part  5"  their  preachings 
to  some,  may  be  '^  as  a  nail  fastened  in  a  sure 
place,**  but  to  others,  as  parables :  *^  but  the  spirit 
which  quickeneth,"  ever  speaketh  plainly  and 
with  divine  precision. 

28.  This  day,  some  glances  of  divine  goodness 
seemed  to  pass  before  me,  and  the  name  of  the* 
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l.ord  to  be  internally  proclaimed ;  the  Lord,  the 
Lord  God,  gracious  and  merciful,  forgiving  ini- 
-quity,  transgression  and  sin. 

29.  I  went  to  meeting  in  great  lowness  and 
poverty  of  spirit  5  various  openings  were  attendant, 
with  a  pointing  to  the  people,  but  I  was  fearful  of 
speaking,  being  conscious  of  a  defect  in  that 
purity,  which  ought  to  be  the  constant  clothing 
of  those  who  minister  in  holy  things.  Before  the 
close,  the  last  yearly  meeting's  epistle  was  read, 
and  a  short  testimony  borne  to  the  divinity  of  the 
light.  In  the  evening,  I  read  some  portions  of  a 
treatise  entitled.  The  Necessity,  Excellence  and 
Beauty  of  Holiness,  by  Thomas  Brooks  5  a  worthy 
and  entertaining  performance. 


Sixth  Month,  1785. 

4.  Five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  com- 
mencement of  my  diary.  I  have  seen  the  **  won- 
ders of  the  Lord  in  the  deeps,"  **  the  waters  have 
roared  and  been  troubled,"  and  I  have  been  shaken 
at  the  *'  swelling  of  them."  I  am  now  five  years 
nearer  the  close  of  the  days  of  my  pilgrimage; 
am  I  in  the  least  nearer  a  city  that  has  everlasting 
foundations,  "  whose  inhabitants  shall  not  say  I 
am  sick,  whose  iniquities  are  forgiven?"  On  the 
inquiry,  my  heart  meditates  terror,  thick  darkness 
is  before  me ;  but  the  God  of  Jacob,  the  friend 
and  Father  of  the  wrestling  seed^  is  able  to  turn 
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the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morning,   and  to 
cause  li^ht  toshine  out  of  obscurity. 

10.     From  my  youth   upwards,   I  have  been 
favored  with  the  strivings  of  the  spirit  in  order  for 
the  subjugation  of  evil,  and  particularly  of  late 
for  the  correcting  of  my   temper  j  but   too  fre- 
quently have  I  sinned  with  my  lips.     But  are  not 
the  Lord's  mercies  innumerable,  and  doth  not  for- 
giveness belong  to  him,  for  those  who  have  re- 
belled against   him  ?    May  the  great  repairer  of 
breaches  rebuild  the  desolations  of  Zion,  rebuild 
the   desolations   of  former   generations   and   the 
waste  places  of  Zion ;  that  when  all  vicissitudes 
shall  terminate,  and  time  shall  be  no  longer,  I 
may  inherit  a  mansion  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
whose     "  walls    are    salvation,     and   her    gates 
praise.*' 

14.  Walking  in  the  meadows  near  Hitchin,  I 
read  part  of  Solomon's  Song  ;  the  purport  of  this 
petition  was  mentally  formed,  "  put  in  thy  hand 
by  the  hole  of  the  door,  thou  beloved  of  souls," 
thou  friend  of  sinners,  ^'  thou  chief  est  of  ten 
thouiand,"  who  came  to  seek  and  to  save  the 
chief  of  sinners,  and  bring  back  again  that  which 
was  lost. 

15.  A  short  testimony,  in  the  week-day  meet- 
ing, arose  in  my  heart  to  the  judgments  and  mer- 
cies of  Jehovah,  but  nothing  was  expressed;  being 
fearful  of  imparting  to  others,  what  might  be  in- 
tended for  my  own  support  in  the  hour  of  my 
distress. 
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18.  Disquietude  prevailed;  I  was  deficient  m 
due  resignation  to  the  divine  will ;  **  the  heavens 
have  been  as  brass,  and  the  earth  as  iron ;"  "  I 
was  tossed  with  tempests  and  not  comforted." 

19.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  my  mind  was 
both  measurably  exercised  and  doctrinally  en- 
larged ;  but  I  remained  in  silence. 

27.  I  went  to  the  forenoon  meeting  seemingly 
destitute  of  all  spiritual  sensations;  but  a  short 
testimony  was  unexpectedly  produced,  concerning 
the  Lord's  goodness  to  the  poor ;  and  M.  P.  had 
afterwards  an  acceptable  time  in  supplication. 


Seventh  Month,  1785. 

6.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  the  dryness,  empti- 
mess  and  distress  of  hum:an  nature,  when  separated 
from  the  soul-enlivening  influence  of  the  Son  of 
God,  was  the  meditation  of  my  spirit, 

10.  Our  worthy  friends  J.  Townsend  and  N. 
Walne,  were  at  the  general  meeting  at  Hunsdon, 
which  was  large  and  satisfactory.  In  the  evening, 
the  latter  had  a  large- time  in  testimony,  amidst  a 
mixed  and  numerous  auditory  at  Hartford,  I  be- 
lieve to  their  general  satisfaction  ;  many  in  warm 
terms  expressing  their  approbation  of  his  ministe- 
rial labours.  I  was  "as  a  dry  tree  j"  only  the 
Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Juda  can  open  the  book  of 
life ;  **  and  wh6n  he  shutteth,  none  can  -open.*'  • 

13.     Just  before  the  close  of  the  week-day 
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meeting,  a  small  ray  of  light  seemed  to  penetrate 
the  thick  darkness  and  solitary  chambers  of  death. 

28.  Near  the  close  of  the  Park  evening  meet- 
ing, sundry  testimonies  were  delivered,  and  a 
degree  of  divine  light  and  life  seemed  to  arise} 
my  spirit  was,  for  the  present,  more  lightened  and 
relieved  than  for  many  days  preceding. 

31.  Our  friend  R.  W.  was  at  Gracechurch- 
street  in  the  forenoon;  a  large  and  solid  meeting. 
At  Horslydown  in  the  afternoon,  there  was  not 
"  a  shred  left  to  take  fire  from  the  hearth,  nor 
water  withal  from  out  of  the  pit."  I  fought 
against  sleep,  but  was  nearly  overcome  therewith. 


Eighth  Month,  1785. 

I.  Our  friend  R.  W.  having  in  testimony 
yesterday,  called  the  attention  of  those  present,  to 
the  evidence  within,  in  reading  the  Mosaic  history 
of  the  creation,  I  had  some  feelings  after  an  in- 
ward evidence  of  the  reality  of  the  things  which 
are  written :  the  Scriptures  of  truth  and  all  other 
external  means,  however  faithful  and  well-authen- 
ticated, being  of  themselves  unable  to  satisfy  the 
truly  seeking  soul,  or  to  perfect  the  things  apper- 
taining to  the  conscience,  without  the  faithful  and 
true  witness,  the  first- begotten  of  the  dead;  who 
loveth  his  people  and  washeth  them  from  their 
sins  in  his  own  blood,  and  maketh  them  kings 
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and  priests  unto  God  and  his  Father,  to  whom  be 
glory  and  dominion  for  ever.     Amen. 

7.  S.  Crawley,  and  A.  Jessop,  the  latter  from 
North  Carolina,  were  at  Gracechurch-street  in 
the  forenoon,  and  R.  W.  at  Horslydown  in  the 
afternoon,  who  came  home  with  us  ^  the  meetings 
were,  I  hope,  both  of  them  measurably  favoured ; 
but  deep  poverty  was  the  portion  of  my  spirit, 
being  almost  wholly  divested  of  all  spiritual  sen- 
timents or  sensations,  as  hath  been  much  the  case 
of  late,  both  in  meetings  and  out  of  them, 

II.  At  the  Park  meeting,  some  deep  exercise 
attended  in  the  midst  of  distress  and  anxiety. 
When  the  earth  was  void  and  without  form,  and 
darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  moved  upon  the  dark  waters,  and 
there  was  light  and  order :  the  same  spirit  moved 
Sampson  in  the  camp  of  Dan :  thereby  was  I  in- 
.'fluenced  in  the  days  of  my  minority,  to  seek  the 
Lord  in  the  assemblies  of  the  people,  and  particu- 
larly so  at  the  evening  meeting  held  near  this 
place. 

19  and  20,  Chiefly  at  home;  not  without 
some  internal  exercise  towards  the  Lord  and  giver 
of  life,  who  quickeneth  the  dead,  and  calletli 
those  things  which  are  not,  as  though  they  were. 

26.  In  the  afternoon  I  went  in  a  coach  with 
my  wife  to  Cheapside  j  on  our  return  I  partly  dis- 
charged a  debt  which  had  long  lain  heavy  upon 
me,  by  giving  J.  P.  an  order  to  print  ioo«  copies 
of  some  memoirs  concerning  my  deceased  brother 
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J.  Scott,  in  his  last  illness :  as  I  was  very  unex- 
pectedly favoured  to  be  an  ear-witness,  of  the 
living  testimony   which   he   delivered  respecting 
that  salvation  which  is   by  grace,   at  a  juncture 
when  the  long  felt  dictates  of  a  heart  enlightened 
by  divine  truth,  can  sometimes  no  longer  be  con- 
cealed, notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  human  pride. 
Ever  since  his  decease  my  mind  has  been  impressed 
with  a  fear,  lest  through  my  timidity  and  irresolu- 
tion, so  significant  and  remarkable  an  attestation 
to  the  doctrine  of  a  Mediator,  should  be  suppres- 
sed ;  a  doctrine  which,  although  set  at  nought  by 
many  of  the  wise  and  prudent  of  this  world,  is 
full  of  consolation,  when  livingly  and  feelingly 
impressed  upon  the  distressed  desponding  mind 
by   the   Comforter ;   the   spirit   which    **  maketh 
intercession    with    groanings    which    cannot    be 
uttered,"  by  the  medium  of  vocal  language:   a 
doctrine  Which  is  also  altogether  compatible  with' 
godliness  and  good  works,  the  Mediator  having 
himself  declared,  '  "  that   every  branch   which 
abideth  in  him,  the   same  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit."      In  respect  to  suppressing  these  import- 
ant and   interesting   memoirs,  these   testimonies 
have  been  much  before  me,  ^*Is  a  candle  brought 
to  be  put  under  a  bushel  or  under  a  bed,"  '*  and 
not  to  be  set  on  a  candlestick  ?"     **  Of  him  who 
is  ashamed  of  me,  of  him  also  will  1  be  ashamed." 
I  also  purchased  a  copy  of  the  prayers  and  medi- 
tations of  that  renowned  man  in  the  republic  of  hu- 
man literature,  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson;  who, 
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notwithstanding  his  being  generally  esteemed  for 
the  strength  of  his  genius,  and  the  indefatigability 
of  his  researches,  but  likewise  for  the  rectitude 
of  his  heart,  and  the  propriety  of  his  conduct ; 
who,  notwithstanding  his  strong  attachment  to  an 
exterior  establishment,  and  an  hireling  and  sin- 
soothing  ministry,  and,  as  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve, his  being  unconversant  in  works  of  an  in- 
ward, spiritual,  and  soul-awakening  tendency,  was 
by  the  internal  emanations  of  divine  light,  favoured 
to  see,  and  bitterly  bewail,  his  own  defects  and 
shortness  in  that  purity,  which  is  required  by  the 
gospel  of  Christ.  May  none,  who  enjoy  superior 
privileges  and  more  advantage  of  spiritual  im- 
provement, "  quench  the  spirit,"  and  stifle  the 
inward  convictions  of  tliat  divine  light,  which  can 
only  shew  them  the  sinfulness  of  sin,  and  the 
wickedness  and  deceit  of  their  own  hearts. 
•  27.  This  week  there  hath  been  also  some  in- 
crease in  a  religious  exercise.  May  I,  for  the 
small  remnant  of  time  which  remains,  **  so  num* 
ber  my  days,  as  that  I  may  apply  my  heart"  to 
that  wisdom  which  is  "  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to 
be  intreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  with- 
out partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy;"  that  the 
fruits  of  righteousness  may  be  sown  in  peace. 

28.  I  found  some  internal  draft  to  attend  the 
forenoon  meeting  at  Gracechurch-street,  and  was 
favoured  with  some  travail  of  spirit  for  the  arising 
of  divine  life  in  that  large  assembly,  and  the  cir- 
culation thereof  from  vessel  to  vessel;  even  the  life 
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of  the  Son  of  God,  who  came  '^  that  we  might 
have  life^  and  that  we  might  have  it  more  abun- 
dantly :  **  a  great  part  of  the  time  was  passed  in 
silence :  I  think  some  solemnity  was  attendant. 

30.  The  week-day  meeting  at  Horslydown 
was  small  and  silent:  my^  animal  spirits  were 
oppressed  with  heaviness^  but  there  was  a  degree 
ef  light  and  intelligence  **  within  the  veiL" 


Ninth  Month,  i785» 

T.  A  pretty  quiet  day,  but  spent  very  negli- 
gently in  respect  to  reading  in  the  scriptures,  or 
other  books,  for  edification  and  instruction  in 
righteousness;  although  I  found  leisure  time  to 
re-peruse  the  trials  of  the  rioters  in  Southwark, 
for  amusement. 

3.  The  desires  which  closed  the  last  week, 
through  mercy  have  been  measurably  answered  5 
feut  too  great  a  remissness  in  religious  reading  and 
retirement  have  been  sorrowfully  prevalent ;  never- 
theless, I  have  at  times  remembered  the  Lord  upon 
my  bed,  and  meditated  on  his  name  in  the  watches 
of  the  night. 

4.  I  intended  this  day  to  have  been  at  Hart- 
ford, in  order  to  have  attended  the  monthly  meet- 
ing at  Buntingford  5  but  upon  deliberating  upon 
the  draft  that  attended,  and  endeavouring  to  form 
a  balance  on  both  sides,  I  found  my  mind  most 
calm  and  easy  ia  staying  some  time  longer  in 
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Tooley-street.  The  ferenoon-meeting  at  Gracc- 
church-street  was  large ;  Edmund  Gurney  was 
present,  and  appeared  in  testimony. 

5.  At  the  meeting  of  ministers  and  elders  in- 
Gracechurch-street,  our  friend  Edmund  Gurney 
delivered  some  necessary  cautions  to  those  con- 
cerned in  the  ministry  ;  particularly  in  respect  to 
a  too  ready  and  frequent  attendance  of  meetings 
on  account  of  marriages  and  burials,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  their  ministry  in  them.  The  said  friend 
dined  with  us  at  Tooley-street. 

6.  The  week-day  meeting  was  small^  low,  ani 
silent;  I  received  a  watch-word  respecting  my 
own  particular,  of  which  I  grievously  lost  sight  in 
the  subsequent  part  of  the  day :  I  laid  down  in 
sorrow,  being  self-condemned* 

7.  This  day  I  came  from  Tooley-street  ta 
Hartford,  where  so  considerable  a  part  of  my 
painful  pilgrimage  on  earth  has  been  passed. 

10.  This  week,  I  have  greatly  fallen  short  of  a 
due  application  of  heart  to  the  meekness  of  wis- 
dom, also  in  respect  to  religious  reading  and 
retirement:  from  a  secret  impulse,  I  perused 
some  of  the  works  of  Elizabeth  Row,  in  which  I 
was  conversant  in  former  days :  some  part  of  the 
exercises  of  the  heart  was,  I  hope,  measurably 
profitable  :  I  also  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing 
a  work  of  a  diflFerent  tendency,  entitled,  **The 
"Way  to  Happiness,"  but  without  a  reference  to 
the  source  of  happiness,  **  The  way,  the  truth, 
and  the   life;"   who  declared  to  his  immediate 
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followers,  "without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.** 
The  author  supposes  Nature  to  be  on  the  side  of 
goodness,  because  some  children  have  been  known 
to  have  viewed  with  complacence  the  representa- 
tions of  goodness,  and  to  have  rejected  with  ab- 
horrence those  of  evil;  but  this  argument  in 
favour  of  natural  rectitude,  is  certainly  futile  and 
inconclusive :  in  such  cases  may  it  not  rather  be 
supposed,  that  the  blessed  Jesus,  who  suffered 
little  children  to  be  brought  unto  him,  is  pleased 
in  their  infantile  periods  of  life  to  draw  nigh  unto 
them ;  and  by  the  secret  and  supernatural  agency 
of  divine  grace,  to  change  the  corrupt  bias  of 
human  nature.  With  readiness  it  is  indeed  al- 
lowed, that  the  natural  propensities  of  both  infants 
and  adults,  are  abundantly  diversified;  somei 
through  the  various  stages  of  life^  continuing  to 
abhor  the  more  flagrant  and  atrocious  breaches 
of  virtue  and  morality,  who  are,  themselves, 
strangers  to  that  goodness  which  is  of  God  only  j 
and  to  the  operations  of  that  grace  which  brings 
salvation.  But  man  by  nature,  notwithstanding 
all  his  accomplishments  and  refinements,  is  prone 
to  evil,  even  "as  the  sparks  fly  upward;"  which 
propensity,  nothing  is  able  to  subdue,  but  the  om- 
nipotential  power  of  Him,  who  made  man  upright, 
and  is  able  in  his  present  fallen  and  lapsed  state, 
to  restore  him  into  the  heavenly  image,  by  and 
through  the  grace  of  a  Redeemer,  who  came  **  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost,"  and  "  not 
to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance.'* 
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-In  the  forenoon  some  religious  exercise  was  exper 
rienced :  I  read  with  satisfaction  some  part  of 
Augustin's  Meditations. 

II,  12,  and  13.  I  was  chiefly  confined  to  my 
bed.  I  hope  in  some  degree  I  was  profitably  ex- 
ercised  in  reading  divers  deep  and  dying  experi- 
ences of  others;  some  tenderness  of  spirit  and 
inward  exercise  was  at  most  times  attendant.  I 
have  often  wondered  to  see  those  who  have  been 
lovers  of  the  world,  and  the  things  of  the  world, 
consoling  themselves  with  the  supposed  conscious- 
ness of  a  well-spent  life,  because  of  their  dis- 
charge of  some  moral  and  relative  duties.  "The 
grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  Jesus  Christ," 
can  only  cause  a  sick  bed  to  become  a  bed  of 
comfort ;  this,  and  this  only,  can  make  the  "  wil- 
derness like  Eden,  the  desart  like  the  garden  of 
the  Lord,  *'  and  **  the  valley  of  Achor  a  door  of 
hope :"  this  is  health  in  sickness,  joy  in  sadness, 
and  riches  in  poverty:  may  it  increase  and  be 
multiplied  among  the  poor  in  spirit,  is  my  desire. 
Amen. 

14,  My  wife  being  to  go  to  Amwell  in  the  after- 
noon, I  wrote  a  few  lines  on  my  bed  to  my  sister 
Scott,  partly  consonant  with  the  import  of  the 
memoirs  on  the  other  side.  When  I  ei^er  speak 
or  write  on  religious  subjects,  I  love  to  have  my 
own  spirit  dipped  into  some  feeling  sense  of  the 
things  which  are  spoken  or  written. 

15.  This  morning,  I  found  my  mind  strangely 
altered  from  what  it  had  been  for  some  days  past  i 
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no  capacity  for  reading  or  retirement.    "  I  have 
put  off  my  cloathing,  how  shall  I  put  it  on  ?  " 

1 7.  The  forenoon  was  rather  comfortable  and 
luminous;  I  read  part  of  the  Journal  of  John  | 
Nelson,  a  Wesley  an  Methodist ;  his  occupation 
was  that  of  a  journeyman  mason,  he  laboured 
much  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  underwent 
great  persecution.  The  knowledge  of  being  justi- 
fied, freed  from  all  sin,  and  perfected  in  love,  are 
very  desirable  experiences  ;  and  I  verily  believe, 
through  grace,  attainable  even  on  this  side  Jordan} 
yet  their  being  so  much  insisted  on  by  John 
Wesley,  and  the  ministers  in  connexion  with  him, 
it  is  to  be  feared  has  produced  many  counterfeits^ 
and  occasioned  divers  to  be  confident  of  their 
having  already  attained,  instead  of  following  on 
in  a  child- like  simplicity,  ^^to  know  the  Lord, 
and  his  goings  forth  to  be  prepared  as  the  mom- 
ing. 

18.  My  wife  and  E.  M.  were  at  the  quarterly 
meeting  of  Bedfordshire  and  Hartfordshire,  hetd 
this  day  for  the  first  time  at  Hitchin. 

24.  This  week,  I  have  been  almost  wholly  con- 
fined to  my  bed.  Some  application  and  access 
in  inward  travail  of  spirit,  towards  the  fountain  of 
holy,  heavenly  help,  has  been  experienced,  espe- 
cially in  the  night  season ;  an  adorable  mercy :  hj 
unnecessary,  and  unprofitable  words  being  spoken 
in  the  day  time,  condemnation  and  sorrow  have 
been  frequently  attendant ;  and  the  fruit  of  that 
righteousness  which  is  sown  in  peace,  has  been 
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too  much  obstructed.  May  this  bed  of  confine- 
ment, yet  more  fully  become  a  bed  of  refinement ! 
25  to  29.  Pretty  comfortable  days.  I  met 
with  some  lively  truths  in  Archbishop  Leighton*s 
select  works.     We  were  visited  by  divers  friends. 


Tenth  Months  178^5. 

I.  Little  increase  has  been  this  week  ex- 
perienced in  the  divine  life ;  too  much  insensibility 
and  hardness  of  heart  has  been  attendant. 

12.   How  marvellous  are  the  works  of  Jehovah! 
How  wonderful  are  his  dealings  with  the  sons  of 
men !  his  "  judgments  are  a  great   deep,"   and 
**  righteous  altogether  j"  on  every  inferior  excel- 
lence, has  he  unalterably  affixed  this  inscription,. 
*^  Vanity  of  vanities,  and  vexation  of  spirit."  From 
the  days  of  my  minority,  have  I  held  the  fountain 
of  living  waters  in  the  highest  estimation ;  and 
with  a  considemble  degree  of  assiduity,  have  I 
sought  after  its  sacred  streams ;  the  bread  which 
perishes  not;,  the  waters  which  never  fail:  yet, 
wo  is  me !  too  much  have  I  leaned  to  the  broken 
cisterns  of  creaturely   consolations,   which  have 
ever  proved  as  bruised  reeds,  as  piercing  spears, 
miserable  comforters,  and  the  chastisements  of  a 
cruel  one.     Sincerely,  inviolably,  have  I  been  at- 
tached to  my  inseparable  companion  in  health  and 
sickness ;  who  for  more  than  thirty  years,  has, . 
•with  the  greatest  fidelity  and  perseverance,  re- 
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lieved  my  wants  and  ministered  to  my  necessities; 
yetp  with  the  most  pure  and  choice  blessings, 
satan,  the  author  of  strife,  the  enemy  of  peace 
and  righteousness,  commixes  his  evil  seed  ;  which 
**  brings  forth  fruit  unto  death."  Having  from 
early  youth,  enjoyed  almost  invariably,  a  good 
appetite,  the  meat  in  the  dish,  and  the  wine  in 
the  glass,  has  had  for  me  fascinating  charms ;  and 
though  always  esteemed  by  my  fellow  men,  in 
every  respect  temperate,  and  even  by  some,  rather 
abstemious ;  and  although  in  my  latter  years,  I 
have  been  peculiarly  scrupulous  and  cautious  in 
respect  to  the  quantity  of  meat  and  wine ;  yet  by 
a  too  pleasurable  indulgence  of  my  palate,  mj 
own  heart  condemns  me:  God  is  greater,  and 
who  then  among  my  fellow  mortals  shall  justify 
me  ?  The  voice  of  the  internal  monitor,  is  greater 
than  the  witness  of  men.  "  Let  God  therefore 
be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar."  This  also  has 
been  a  "  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit."  For 
many  years,  I  enjoyed  so  much  pleasure  by  riding 
on  horseback,  that  I  was  almost  ready  to  say  with 
the  patriarch's  wife  on  another  occasion,  what 
good  would  my  life  do  me,  if  by  any  means  I 
should  be  deprived  of  so  pleasing  and  salutary  an 
exercise  ?  This  also  for  near  ten  years  has  failed ; 
and  I  have  had  only  the  inferior  pleasure  of  \*-alk- 
ing  on  foot  in  the  neighbouring  fields,  and  in  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis.  Now,  by  the  prevalence 
of  disease,  the  few  hours  which  remain,  are  likely 
to  be  passed  either  in  my  bed  or  solitary  chamber : 
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the  enjoyments  heretofore  possessed,  also  increase 
my  vexation.     From  my  youth  upwards,  have  I 
been  singularly  attached,  but  I  hope  not  irregularly 
so,  to  a  docile  and  domesticated  spaniel ;  four  of 
them  have  miscarried,  not  having  attained  the  com- 
mon age  of  those  animals;  the  fifth  is  now  destined 
to  death  by  reason  of  disease,  and  a  danger  of 
the  canine  madness.     I  am  also  deprived  of  the 
pleasure  of  my  poultry  court,  and  the  fragrance  of 
my  garden  :  a  separation  from  those  simple  scenes 
of  delight,  less  reprovable  than  the  allurements  of 
avarice,  or  the  insolence  of  pride,  are  also  "  vex- 
ation of  spirit.*'    Thus  bereft  of  every  broken 
.cistern,  is  there  yet  remaining  for  me  any  access 
to  "  the  fountain  of  living  waters  ?"  Unsupplied 
with  the  husks  which  the  swine  eat,  is  there  any 
possibility  of  a  return  to  the  Father's  house,  where 
there  is  bread  enough  and  to  spare  ?  My  paths  are 
obstructed  as  with  walls  of  brass,  and  my  ways 
circumscribed  with  an  inclosure  of  thorn ;  is  there 
yet  in  "  the  valley  of  Achor  a  door  of  hope  ?  '* 
Will  the  dread  of  nations,  the  glory  of  men  and 
angels,  be  pleased  with  the  lame,  the  halt,  and  the 
main^ed,  for  a  sacrifice ;  or  accept  the  few  re- 
maining hours  of  a  life,  too  much  of  which  has 
been  passed  in  a  servitude  to  the  law  in  the  mem- 
bers ?  Indeed,  upon  my  bed  and  in  the  watches  of 
the  night,  some  glimpses  of  the  divine  glory,  and 
of  that  mercy  and  forgiveness  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus,  have  seemed  at  times  transiently  to  pass 
before  me  \  and  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  be  pro- 
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claimed,  '^  the  Lord  God,"  gracious  and  mer- 
ciful ;  forgiving  transgression  and  sin,"  and  *'  pass- 
ing by*  the  transgression  of  the  remnant  of  his 
heritage :"  yet,  wo  is  me,  **  in  my  flesh  there 
dwelleth  no  good  thing ;"  but  too  mudi  of  that 
nature,  which  "  is  of  the  earth,  earthy,"  and 
fallen  **  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  In  this  hour 
of  distress  and  deep  deprivation,  what  -language 
shall  I  adopt  ?  what  accents  shall  I  utter  ?  surely 
not  those  of  absolute  despondency,  lest  I  should 
**  add  drunkenness  to  thirst  v"  but  rather  may  I 
unite  in  the  plaintive  determination  of  the  prophet 
formerly,  viz.  **  I  will  bewail  with  the  weeping 
of  Jazer,  the  vine  of  Sibmah :  I  will  water  thee 
with  my  tears,  O  Heshbon  and  Elealeh !  *'  because 
the  summer  fruits  and  the  harvest  is  fallen.  May 
Israel  still  be  holiness  to  the  Lord,  and  in  his 
latter  end,  may  there  be  an  increase !  Amen  and 
Amen,  through  Christ  J«sus  our  Lord  j  the  King 
of  saints  in  Zion. 

1 6.  Went  in  a  chaise  to  the  forenoon  meet- 
ing. The  superior  glory  and  excellence  of  the  gos- 
pel dispensation,  and  of  the  law  of  the  spirit  of 
life  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  that  of  the  ministration  of 
death  written  and  engraven  in  stones,  being  in 
my  silent  waiting  much  illustrated  in  the  view 
of  my  mind,  a  few  sentences  were  spoken  relative 
thereto :  those  present  were  also  reminded  of  the 
spirit  of  truth,  which  not  only  reproves  for  sin> 
but  also  for  righteousness  and  judgment.  I  know 
not  whether  they  either  understood  or  felt  much 
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of  the  things  which  were  spoken;  but  for  the 
present  a  degree  of  solemnity  seemed  to  attend. 

27.  Opening  the  Bible  in  the  4th  chapter 
2d  of  Kings,  where  the  miraculous  multiplication 
of  the  widow's  oil  is  recorded,  and  the  prophetical 
direction  thereupon,  viz.  "  Go,  sell  the  oil,  pay 
thy  debt,  and  live  thou  and  thy  children  of  the 
rest :"  that  passage  appeared  emblematical  of  the 
oil  of  gladness,  wherewith  Jesus,  our  High  Priest, 
**  was  anointed  above  his  brethren,'*  who  has  made 
a  complete  reconciliation  for  their  sins,  and  removes 
the  yoke  of  their  trahsgressions,  because  of  **  the 
**  anointing  which  abideth  in  them,"  "  and  is 
truth  and  no  lie/* 

30.  It  has  often  been  immediately  suggested, 
that  every  moment  of  time  here  is  a  mercy,  m 
case  it  is  employed  in  the  all-important  purpose  of 
•'  working  out  our  own  salvation  with  fear  and 
trembling,"  through  the  power  and  prevalence  of 
him,  "  who  worketh  in  us,  both  to  will  and  to  do, 
of  his  good  pleasure:"  but  the  possibility  of  a 
neglecting  and  resisting  on  our  part,  the  superna- 
tural operations  of  divine  grace,  seems  to  be 
implied  in  the  apostolic  injunction,  Rom.  vi.  13, 
**  But  yield  yourselves  unto  God,  a:^  those  that  are 
alive  from  the  dead;"  &c.  and  the  following 
meditation  thereupon  by  an  ancient  author,  viz. 
**  If  God  has  my  members  as  weapons  and  instru- 
ments in  his  hands,  I  shall  certainly  be  able  not 
only  to  work,  but  to  conquer ;  since  he  understands 
full  well  how  to  manage  them.    May  the  Lord 
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only  gife  megrace  not  to  wind  myself  out  of  Ut 

hands,  else  I  must  needs  be  a  dead  useless  carc^e, 
for  how  can  a  pen  write  alone>  without  being  in 
the  hand  of  a  writer  ?  It  is  true  indeed  that  it  is 
very  hard,  nay  impossible,  to  be  really  good,  and 
do  all  that  is  good,  if  we  undertake  it  alone ;  but 
God  himself  living  and  working  in  us,  and  we 
truly  delighting  in  him,  it  is  very  easy  and  plea- 
sant }  therefore  care  is  only  to  be  taken  that  our 
heart  may  always  be  the  working  place,  and  our 
members  the  instruments  of  God ;  in  which,  and 
through  which,  he  can  perform  every  thing  him- 
self." In  the  afternoon,  my  wife  being  gone  to 
meeting,  I  read  and  explained  some  portions  of 
holy  writ  to  W.  P.  D.  and  W.  C.  to  which  they 
attended  in  a  becoming  manner.    They  also  read. 


Eleventh  Month,  1785. 

2.  Being  very  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
seized  with  so  violent  a  spasm,  that  there  was 
rather  a  prospect  of  a  sudden  change,  I  was  greatly 
alarmed,  but  mercifully  favored  in  some  degree  to 
look  to  him,  from  whom  help  cometh ;  who  is  able 
to  save,  and  mighty  to  deliver,  in  whose  hand  are 
the  issues  from  death.  The  attack  seemed  to  go  off, 
almost  as  suddenly  as  it  came  on  5  being  relieved 
before  noon  :  nevertheless,  in  the  subsequent  part 
of  the  day,  I  was  almost  ready  to  repine  at  the 
prospect  of  increasing  indisposition  and  continued 
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confinement ;  and  was  very  deficient  In  a  due 
thankfulness  and  submission  of  spirit,  to  the  Sove- 
reign of  the  universe.  My  bodily  sufferings  are 
many,  but  they  might  have  been  much  more  abun- 
dant. In  the  evening,  literally,  I  entered  into  my 
closet  and  shut  to  the  door ;  some  recollection  was 
experienced ;  afterwards,  I  read  some  part  of  the 
prophecy  of  Amos  the  prophet. 

6.  I  went  to  the  forenoon  meeting  in  a  chaise  ; 
glorious  things  are  spoken  of  Zion  the  city  of  God  j 
some  glories  peculiar  to  the  gospel  of  Christ  were 
Illustrated  in  the  view  of  my  mind  with  a  degree  of 
power  and  perspicuity :  the  meeting  was  large,  but 
wholly  silent ;  a  degree  of  solemnity  was,  I,  hope> 
attendant ;  but  towards  the  close,  some  appeared 
too  desirous  of  breaking  it  up. 

9.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  the  disconsolate 
state  was  much  before  me,  and  the  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promises  appertaining  thereto, 
were  renewed  in  my  remembrance  5  but  I  was 
afraid  to  speak,  well  knowing  there  is  a  ministry 
of  the  word  in  silence  5  "  the  self-same  spirit^ 
dividing  to  every  man  severally,  as  he  will." 

12.  My  mind  has  been  pretty  calm  this  day, 
and  not  unattended  with  some  good  desires.  May 
the  Lord,  the  spirit  who  worketh  in  us  to  will, 
perfect  in  us  the  deed  according  to  the  good  plea- 
sure of  his  goodness.  O  Lord,  forgive  the  errors 
of  the  preceding  week!  In  the  evening  I  spent 
some  time  in  retirement,  and  reading  the  Holy 
Scriptures. 
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14*  I  once  more  walked  to  the  forenoon  Iheet-^ 
ing;  some  words  were  spoken  concerning  that 
worship  which  is  in  the  spirit,  not  in  the  letter; 
not  barely  in  the  form,  but  in  the  substance ;  in 
which  there  is  prevalence,  dominion,  and  dignity. 
In  the  evening  read  in  the  family  one  of  Archbishop 
Leighton's  excellent  discourses. 

1 6.  As  I  walked  to  Queen's  Bench,  a  tender 
tear  was  dropped  in  remembrance  of  those  mer- 
cies which  have  not  failed.  I  finished  letteis 
began  the  preceding  day  to  T.  Corby n,  J.  Row, 
and  J.  Kaye.  At  the  week-day  meeting,  soon 
after  sitting  down,  a  watch-word  was  internally 
imparted,  suited  to  my  own  state.  The  meeting 
was  wholly  silent. 

19.     "  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all 
his  benefits  ?*'  Some  sense  of  a  life  which  is  inca- 
pable of  termination,  even  the  life  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  "  abideth  a  priest  continually,"  **  after 
the  order  of  Melchisedec,"  "  having  neither  be- 
ginning of  days,  nor  end  of  life,"  has   attended.: 
'•  the  fruits  of  righteousness  (were  also  measurably) 
sown  in  peace."     I  have  also  had  an  opportunity 
of  reading  Sacred  Biography,  by  Dr.  Hunter;  a 
work  which  may  be  deservedly  ranked  with  the 
first  productions  of  the  present  age,  in  respect  to 
the  excellence  of  the  composition  ;  in  it,  the  lives 
and  characters  of  the   patriarchs  are    delineated 
with   accuracy,  and  their  respective  allusions  to 
the* coming  of  the  holy  and  just  One,  his  humili-r 
ation  and  glory,  illustrated.     These  lectures,  al- 
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though  not  exhibiting  an  uncommon  depth  of 
spiritual  knowledge  iand  experience,  may,  neverthe- 
less, be  perused  even  by  the  spiritually  minded, 
not  only  with  pleasure  but  profit ;  both  with  re- 
spect to  the  world  which  now  is,  and  that  which 
is  to  come. 

20.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  a  fresh  sense  of 
the  necessity  of  divine  light  and  life  being  im- 
parted from  on  high,  was  the  companion  of  my 
spirit :  the  meeting  was  silent,  but  I  hope  profit- 
able to  some. 

23.  At  the  week-day  meeting,  some  words 
were  spoken  concerning  prophesying,  spiritual 
gifts,  and  the  necessity  of  having  the  spirit, 

26.  O  that  I  might  keep  my  tongue  as  with  a 
bridle,  and  set  a  watch  always  before  the  door  of 
zny  lips  I 

29.  Although  so  lately  I  was  desirous  of  set- 
ting a  watch  before  the  door  of  my  lips  always, 
yet  this  day  I  have  spoken  unadvisedly  with  my 
tongue,  because  of  afflictions  which  have  not 
arisen  out  of  the  dust. 


Twelfth  Month,  1785. 

3.  In  the  evening  I  entered  into  my  closet, 
and  although  I  seemed  incapable  of  prayer,  I  was 
so  tendered  before  Him,  who  dwelt  in  the  bush, 
that  I  could  in  measure  adopt  a  language  formerly 
uttered,  "  It  is  good  for  me  to  be  here.'* 


t  "   k 


16S 

8.  Pained  in  body,  and  distressed  in  soul,  fcar^- 
ing  lest  after  having  "  preached  to  others,  I  my- 
self should  become  a  cast-away ;"  not  keeping  my 
body  in  subjection. 

13.  Dined  with  my  wife  at  Am  well;  walking 
in  the  evening  in  the  shrubberies,  I  suddenly  was 
impressed  with  a  secret  sense,  that  James  Harvey, 
Thomas  Hartley,  and  John  Fletclier,  although 
greatly  diversified  in  their  religious  sentiments 
whilst  they  were  members  of  the  militant  church, 
are  now  united  in  that  which  is  triumphant; 
shiging  praises  to  the  Lord  God  and  the  Lamb, 
who  is  worthy  for  evdr :  the  glimpse  of  light  soon 
disappeared,  and  I  sat  in  the  solitary  chamber  of 
my  afflicted  sister,  under  distress  and  poverty  of 
spirit. 

14,  In  the  week-day  meeting,  some  introrer- 
sion  of  spirit  was  attendant,  with  the  language  of 
**  Lord,  I  believe)  help  thou  mine  unbelief."  A 
pretty  easy  day,  both  with  respect  to  body  and 
mind. 

17.  Went  with  my  wife  and  M.  P.  to  Hitchmj 
and  spent  part  of  the  evening  with  our  worthy 
friend  William  Mathews,  at  Mary  Sharples's. 

18.  Attended  the  fore  and  afternoon  meeting! 
at  Hitchin  j  our  friends  William  Mathews  and 
Ann  Jessop  from  North  America  were  there,  as 
also  at  the  meeting  of  ministers  and  elders  in  the 
evening:  the  said  meetings  were  I  hope  respec» 
tively  attended  with  a  degree  of  divine  flwor. 

31.     This  last  in  the  year  1785,  was  a  day  pf 
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trouble  and  distress ;  towards  evening  I  was  under 
much  bowedness  of  spirit,  by  reason  of  a  sense  of 
my  dissolution,  and  unfitness  to  meet  Him  who  is 
the  judge  both  of  the  quick  and  of  the  dead  ;  and 
who  hath  said,  "  Behold,  I  come  quickly  j  and  my 
reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every  man  according 
as  his  work  shall  be." 


First  Month,  1786. 

1 .  In  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Gracechurch- 
*  street,  humiliation,  and  self  abasement  were  experi* 

cnced ;  and  an  awful  sense  of  the  Almighty  Jeho- 
vah, who  "  made  the  heaven  and  earth,"  the  seas 
and  the  fountains  of  water,  continued  most  part 
of  the  day  to  be  the  covering  of  my  spirit. 

2.  Some  low  and  laborious  exercise  of  spirit 
"was  experienced  at  the  meeting  of  ministers  and 
elders;  the  whole  was  a  quiet  day>  and  closed 
pretty  comfortably. 

3.  The  week-day  meeting  was  well  attended 
at  Horslydown,  and  to  me  it  was  measurably  a 
favored  season;  some  openings^  relative  to  tl^e 
benefit  of  that  faith  which  is  by  the  operation  of 
God,  were  attendant,  but  not  expressed. 

4.  Very  unexpectedly,  some  internal  percep- 
tions of  the  divine  presence  and  power  were 
attendant,  and  as  I  walked  by  the  Rotlierhitho 
road  and  Shad  Thames,  this  was  the  language  of 
jny  spirit,  Great  grace,  Great  mercy.  "  What  shall 
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I  render  to  the  Lord"  for  his  unspeakable  giftf, 
his  unnumbered  benefits  !  May  his  long-suffering 
produce  in  me  that  repentance,  which  is  never  to 
be  repented  of !  Rather  a  solid  and  profitable  sit- 
ting was  experienced  at  the  monthly  meeting  of 
Horslydown,  before  the  women  friends  withdrew. 

8.  In  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Horslydown,  two 
short  testimonies  were  delivered,  concerning  the 
rock  of  ages,  as  it  is  written,  "  upon  tliis  rock, 
will  I  build  my  church,  &c/'  In  the  afternoon, 
was  engaged  in  combating  heaviness  ;  but  towards 
the  close  was  relieved  therefrom,  under  the  mi- 
aiistry  of  H.  Gilbert. 

9.  The  quarterly  meeting  at  Devonshire" 
house  was  large,  and  attended  with  a  divine 
solemnity  in  silence  •,  towards  the  close,  William 
Mathews  was  engaged  in  a  living  ministry ;  neither 
much  intelligence  or  instruction  attended  myself 
as  a  particular,  but  a  testimony  respecting  my- 
self and  others  present ;  ^^  It  is  good  for  us  to  be 
here." 

10.  At  the  week-day  meeting  at  Horslydown) 
some  interior  exercise  was  experienced,  and  solem- 
nity in  silence ;  poverty  was  my  portion,  but  these 
expressions  being  inwardly  suggested,  they  seemed 
to  afford  a  secret  supply ;  there  is  a  **  hope 
which  entereth  into  that  within  the  vailj"  for 
man  liveth  not  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word 
which  the  Lord  doth  speak. 

11.  In  the  evening  I  had  some  perceptions  of 
.that  in-speaking  voice,  which  saith,  *<  This  is  the 
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way,  walk  ye  in  it.*'  May  I  henceforth  be  en- 
abled to  walk  in  that  way  **  in  which  the  way- 
faring men,  though  fools,  shall  not  err/' 

13.  In  the  evening  I  was  favored  with  a  dis- 
tant view  of  Him,  who  saw  Nathaniel  under  the 
fig-tree. 

14.  Some  part  of  this  week  has  been  passed 
pretty  peaceably,  but  not  free  from  blame ;  unne- 
cessary speaking,  as  I  think,  having  at  times  too 
much  prevailed.  Retiring  in  the  evening,  an  in-^ 
quiry  was  suggested,  how  has  the  cross  of  Christ 
been  complied  with  in  this  respect  ?  a  constant 
abiding  under  the  same,  being  requisite  to  a  state 
of  true  discipleship,  and  consonant  both  with  the 
tenor  of  the  New  Testament,  and  the  language  of 
the  light  within. 

1 7.  At  the  week-day  meeting  at  Horslydown, 
those  present  were  recommended,  by  a  short  testi- 
mony, to  the  great4in||p(t »  the  antitype  and  sub- 
stance of  all  the  former  prophets,  and  their  pro- 
phecies. 

22.  In  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hartford,  my 
mind  was  touched  with  a  sense  of  the  love  of 
Christ ;  and  a  short  testimony  was  delivered  con- 
cerning the  extension  of  it  to  those  who  were  afar 
off,  "  The  outcasts  of  Israel,"  and  ^'  the  dispersed 
of  Judah/' 

24".  After  a  day  of  distress,  retiring  in  my. 
chamber,  I  was  favored  with  some  internal  breath- 
ings after  Him  who  is  "  the  resurrection  from  the 
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dead/'  the  life  everlasting,  the  Amen,  who  hath 
"  the  keys  of  death  and  hell." 

25.  At  meeting,  distress  and  heaviness  at- 
tended, but  a  ray  of  light  and  life  seemed  to  per- 
vade the  region  and  shadow  of  death ;  counsel 
was  plentifully  imparted,  but  nothing  was  ex- 
pressed, save  an  invitation  of  the  heavenly  bride- 
groom— Canticles — it  seemed  in  some  degree  a 
solid  and  favored  sitting ;  at  least  I  was  lightened 
in  my  own  particular. 

28.  The  former  part  of  this  week  was  passed 
under  some  sense  of  divine  light  and  love.  Who- 
ever calls  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  with 
soul-saving  efficacious  prevalence,  must  depart 
from  iniquity ;  for  unless  holiness  to  the  Lord  is 
inscribed  on  all  -the  vessels  in  his  house,  a  pro- 
fession of  him  will  not  avail  in  the  day  in  which 
the  Lord  shall  make  inquisition  for  blood,  and 
search  Jerusalem  with  J^|||Hhi  candles.  In  the 
evening  J  remembered  Zion,  and  was  rather 
relieved. 

29.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  doctrine  was  plen- 
tifully imparted  ;  and  those  present  were  exhorted 
to  seek  the  Lord.  Notwithstanding,  the  appear- 
ance of  some  favor  being  renewed  in  the  preceding 
meeting,  in  the  afternoon,  there  seemed  scarce  a 
"  shred  left  to  take  fire  from  the  hearth,  or  water 
withal  from  out  of  the  pit:"  heaviness  assailed, 
but  was  resisted.  I  walked,  both  morning  and  even- 
ing, in  the  adjacent  fields,  and  heard  the  sound  of 
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die  blackbird:  mystically  and  spiritually,  may 
"  the  singing  of  birds  salute  the  recesses  of  the 
solitary." 

30.  Walking  before  dinner  through  Post  Wood, 
in  some  degree,  I  endeavoured  to  combat  the  inter- 
ruptions of  recollection.  In  the  afternoon,  great 
poverty  and  distress  were  the  companions  of  my 
spirit;  I  saw  myself  as  nothing,  yea,  less  than 
nothing,  before  the  dread  of  nations. 


Second  Month,  1786. 

1 .  In  the  week-day  meeting,  some  meditations 
concerning  the  loving  of  God  accompanied  my 
spirit ;  and  some  part  of  them  were  expressed  to 
others. 

3.  This  day,  many  were  partakers  of  the  bene- 
fit resulting  from  a  dinner ;  somewhat  similar  to 
the  gospel  feast  recommended  by  our  Lord  j^Luke 
xiv.  13.  but  the  master  of  it  was  too  destitute  of  a 
gospel  spirit. 

4.  The  former  part  of  this  week  was  passed 
pretty  comfortably ;  but  since,  I  have  fallen  short 
of  the  fruit  of  that  "  righteousness  which  is  sown 
in  peace." 

15.  On  the  7th  instant  my  esteemed  friend 
and  relative,  Sarah  Carpenter,  came  to  our  house, 
and  left  us  on  the  nth.  We  entered  on  thi» 
stage  of  trouble  within  twenty-four  hours  of  each 
Other,  and  by  reason  of  ago^and  manifold  infirmi- 
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ties,  are  not  likely  to  continue  thereupon  much 
longer :  from  disorder  I  was  precluded  from  some 
pleasing  prospects  which  otherwise    might  have 
attended  the  approach  of  spring — the  melody  of 
birds,   and  the  fragrance   of  flowers.     Separated 
from  a  sense  of  the  divine   life,   *'  the   charity 
which  never  faileth,"  and  the  hope  which  enters 
within  the  vail,  and  left  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
turbulent   and    indignant   propensities    of    fallen 
nature,  the  soul  is  as  "  the  troubled  sea,"  which 
**  casts  up  mire  and  dirt."     The  first  day  of  the 
present  week,  was  a  day  of  clouds  and  thick  dark- 
ness ;  *'  I  went  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  moun- 
tains;"   "the  depths   enclosed  me,"    and  **  the 
earth  with  her  bars  were  (seemingly)  about  me 
for  ever."     I  had  for  more  than  a  week  past  been 
unable  to  read  in  the  bible,  or  any  other  book,  for 
edification  and  comfort ;    neither  scarcely  had  a 
single  text  of  scripture  occurred  to  my  remem- 
brance but  yesterday  evening,  after  having  sub- 
mitted to    a   confinement  in   my  chamber,  and 
opening  my  bible,  and  meeting  with  the  history  of 
the  prophet,  who  suffered  so  severely  because  of 
disobedience,  I  was  favored  "  to  look  once  again 
towards  the  Lord's  holy  temple,"  and  the  power  of 
divine  Omnipotence ;  which  is  yet  able  to  redeem 
*•  my  life  from  corruption." 

1 6.  I  was  confined  to  my  chamber,  and  read 
again  the  book  of  the  prophet  Jonah,  and  divers 
other  passages  in  the  prophetic  writings.  How 
wonderful  is  the  analogy   of  faith,  and  what  a 
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variety  of  passages  are  there  In  the  sacred  records, 
of  which,  under  tlie  influence  of  the  interpreter, 
one  of  a  thousand  may  dart  a  ray  of  light  and  hope 
upon  the  habitation  of  the  desolate.  I  also  read 
Dr.  Everard's  discourse,  entitled  Divine  Exorcism, 
and  John  Payne  on  Weakness  of  Faith.  Blessed 
be  the  Father  of  lights,  the  author  and  giver  of 
every  good  gift,  for  the  cloud  of  faithful  wit- 
nesses. 

28.  Those  irradiations  of  divine  light  and 
grace,  with  which  I  have  of  late  been  favored, 
have  been  exceedingly  transient,  and  passed  over 
as  the  hasty  visits  of  a  sojourner.  Some  memoiri 
lately  preceding,  express  a  sense  of  the  Lord's 
former  loving-kindnesses  ;  and  the  distillations  of 
the  dew  of  Hermon,  having  been  measurably  re- 
newed upon  my  disconsolate  spirit;  but  since, 
manifold  and  diversified  have  been  my  afflictions. 
During  many  disturbed  and  sleepless  nights,  I 
have  at  times  been  enabled  to  pray  intensity  to 
Him  who  **  can  fulfil  all  the  good  pleasure  of 
his  goodness,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power,'* 
either  in  many  or  a  few  days  j  with  whom  *^  one 
day  is  as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years 
as  one  day."  On  the  21st  and  25th  instant,  I 
visited  my  sister  S.  at  Amwell,  whose  bodily  dis- 
solution seems  now  to  be  hastily  approaching. 
May  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  her  spirit.   Ament 


H 


170 


Third  Month,  1786. 

8.  For  this  week  past  I  have  been  in  a  state  of 
great  disconsolation,  "  tossed  with  tempests,"  and 
without  comfort:  I  have  been  almost  wholly  shut 
out  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  5  and  the  law  of  the 
spirit  of  life,  has  been  like  a  book  sealed  with 
seven  seals,  which  no  man  neither  in  heaven  nor 
earth  could  open  ;  but  "  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Juda,  the  root  of  David/'  is  able  to  open  the  book, 
and  unloose  the  seals.  May  He  prevail  in  the 
greatness  of  his  power,  and  may  all  the  discon- 
solate and  bewildered  pilgrims  in  this  dreary  vale, 
be,  with  my  soul,  enabled  to  look  with  an  eye  of 
faith  to  him,  who  "  was  dead,  but  is  alive,"  and 
liveth  for  evermore}  whose  wonders  are  seen  in 
the  deeps.     Amen. 

24.  Came  with  William  Mathews  from  Hart- 
ford to  London. 

29.  A  degree  of  recollection  was  unexpectedly 
experienced,  and  some  sensations  were  attendant 
of  that  ancient  loving-kindness  which  is  better 
than  life.  At  the  young  folks'  meeting  at  Devon- 
shire House,  a  degree  of  recollection  was  renewed, 
and  the  testimony  of  the  Royal  Psalmist ;  "  When 
thou  saidst,  seek  ye  my  face  5  my  heart  said  unto 
thee,  thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  seek."  May  I  still  be 
enabled  to  "  seek  the  Lord,  in  the  beauty  of  ho^ 
liness;"  "  in  newness  of  Jife." 
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Fourth  Mo^ith,  1786. 

I.  This  week,  especially  towards  the  latter 
end  of  it,  after  a  long  season  of  die  deepest  de- 
sertion, some  tender  tears  have  flowed,  and  some 
recollection  has  been  experienced  in  remembrance 
of  that  most  merciful  God  and  Saviour,  who,  fn 
the  midst  of  judgment  remembers  mercy;  and 
hath  declared  that  he  will  not  contend  for  ever, 
neither  be  always  wrath;  for  the  spirit  should 
fail  before  him,  and  the  souls  which  he  has  made  : 
but  that  when  the  wicked  turneth  from  his  wick- 
edness, he  shall  not  surely  die ;  but  that  he  shall 
live  in  that  righteousness  which  is  by  faith.  As  I 
walked  this  evening  in  the  Grange  Road,  &c.  the 
elementary  air,  although  a  cloudy  evening,  seemed 
reviving  to  human  nature,  and  somewhat  em- 
blematical of  the  breath  of  life  which  was  breathed 
into  man,  at  his  first  formation ;  and  without  a 
renewal  of  which  by  Him  who  "  raiseth  the  dead, 
and  quickeneth  whom  and  when  he  will,"  the 
soul  that  sinneth  shall  surely  die. 

<)•  The  general  meeting  at  Hunsdon  was  small 
and  low ;  some  degree  of  prayer  and  recollection 
was  experienced  in  my  own  particular,  more  than 
I  expected.  In  the  evening,  very  unexpectedly 
and  unsought  for,  some  mystical  passages  in  the 
Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Ephesians  were  suggested 
and  powerfully  impressed :  *•  Great  is  the  mystery 
of  godliness ;"  the  smallest  and  most  obscure  sen- 
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sations  thereof,  are  attended  with  an  excellent 
glory.     **  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David." 

12,  The  week-day  meeting  was  well  attended 
in  respect  ro  numbers ;  those  present  were  recom- 
mended to  believe  on  him  whom  God  hath  sentj 
according  to  that  which  is  written  t  ^*  This  is  the 
work  of  God  J  that  ye  believe  in  him,  whom  God 
hath  sent/* 

15.  If  I  remember  aright,  a  spiritual  author 
observes,  that  a  sense  of  the  want  of  recollection, 
and  a  desire  after  it,  is  a  degree  thereof.  **  To 
will  hath  been  present  with  me ;"  but  the  exercise 
has  been  sown  in  weakness:  my  soul  has  been  as 
the  dry  ground. 

22.  The  Scriptures  and  other  pious  books  in 
the  general,  have  been  sealed ;  but  I  have  received 
fome  satisfaction  and  internal  refreshment  in  the 
perusal  of  a  volume  of  poems  by  William  Covirper. 
Although  I  have  little  judgment  in  poetry,  or 
propensity  to  peruse  it,  the  versification  of  the 
above,  appears  to  me  to  be  in  some  places  elevated 
and  striking;  in  others,  mean  and  inharmonious; 
,and  some  of  the  sentiments  sublimely  just  and 
evangelical.  The  full  stomach  loathes  the  honey- 
comb ;  but  to  the  hungry  soul,  every  morsel  which 
feelingly  expresses  the  bitterness  of  self  and  sin, 
is  sweet.  **  I«  not  the  gleanings  of  the  grapes  of 
Ephraim  better  than  the  vintage  of  Abiezer  i  " 

23.  Some  recoUection  was  witnessed  at  the 
tlose  of  the  afternoon  meeting  at  the  Parle,  and 

-likewise  at  a  sitting  in  the  evening  at  cousia 
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Kaye's ;  our  frknd,  Rebecca  Wright,  of  North 
America,  being  present  with  us :  nevertheless,  in 
other  parts  of  the  day,  upon  slight  provocations, 
too  much  impetuosity  of  temper  was  sorrowfully 
prevalent.  A^as !  where  is  the  meekness  and 
gentleness  of  Christ  Jesus  ?  ^*  who  when  he  was 
reviled,  revilej  not  again ;  and  when  he  suffered, 
he  threatened  not.'*  Where  are  the  fruits  of  that 
heaven-born  charity,  which  "  suffereth  long,  and 
is  kind ;"  "  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no 
evil;"  «*  beareth  all  things,  hopetli  all  things,  and 
endureth  all  tilings  ?  " 

29.  My  natural  temper,  although  net  wholly 
suppressed,  has  been  measurably  opposed  j  the 
least  alleviation  of,  or  deliverance  from,  evil,  is  a 
fresh  cause  of  joy  to  tliose  who  are  sighing  under 
a  heartfelt  sense  of  the  sins  which  so  easily  beset 
tbem.  Lord,  *'  lead  ua  not  into  temptation,"  but 
ii^  thy  own  timei  deliver  us  from  all  evil  j  for 
thine  only  is  the  power,  and  to  thee  only  the  glory 
U.due  for  ever. 

30.  At  tlie  Park  meeting,  in  the  forenoon, 
heaviness  was  for  a  time  attendant;  but  after- 
wards I  was  favored  with  some  sense  of  thajt  hope 
which  enters  within  the  vail  j  even  Christ  within, 
the  hope  of  glory ;  in  whora  is  the  adoption  and 
fulfilling  of  the  promises.  The  latter  part  of  the 
nieeting  was,  I  hope,  on  the  whole,  solertm  and 
profitable.  The  afternoon  meeting  was  through- 
out heavy,  though  in  my  own  particular,  not 
without  some  desires  after  divine  good. 

H3 
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Fifth  Month,  1786. 
• 

3.  In  the  evening,  I  was  favored  while  walk- 
ing, with  some  sensation  of  **  the  gift  of  God, 
which  is  eternal  life/* 

4.  At  the  Park  evening  meeting,  in  die  early 
part  during  the  silence,  and  under  the  lively 
ministry  of  W.  S.  I  was  favored  with  a  renewed 
sensation  of  the  gift  of  God ;  the  afterpart  of  the 
meeting  was  low,  although  many  words  were 
spoken. 

7.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  at  Hartford,  the 
necessity  of  a  deep  heartfelt  repentance,  and  of 
th^t  salvation  which  is  only  by  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  wa$  expressed  in  a  short  tf  s* 
timony. 

21.  The  forenoon  meeting  was  large  i  a  short 
testimony  was  delivered  concerning  the  Minister 
of  the  Sanctuary  which  God  has  pitched,  who  is 
**  an  High  Priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Mel- 
chisedecj'*  and  the  sufficiency  of  his  teachings. 
The  afternoon  meeting  was  low.  At  the  inter- 
ment of  the  wife  of  J.  F.  who  was  not  a  member 
of  our  society,  there  seemed  to  be  a  revival  of 
divine  favor  in  silence,  and  during  the  testimony 
of  M.  P.  I  afterwards  walked  by  the  Seal  Wood, 
attended  with  a  degree  of  recoUeetion  :  outwardly, 
the  singing  of  birds  is  heard,  but  internally,  the 
robes  of  winter  and  sackcloth,  continue, to  be  the 
covering  of  my  spirit 
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22*  Read  with  some  savour  and  spiritual  ap^. 
plication,  some  chapters  of  the  Evangelist  John. 
**  Great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness"  gnd  of  faithj 
when  held  in  a  pure  conscience,  washed  ^*  by  the 
blood  of  sprinkling,"  and  "  sanctified  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.'' 

Sixth  Month,  1786. 

10.  Soon  after  I  sat  down  in  the  forenoon 
meeting,  some  degree  of  supernatural  solemnity 
seemed  not  only  to  cover  my  own  mind,  but 
meaaurably  the  assembly  in  general.  The  Patri* 
^rch^s  petition,  concerning  one  of  the  tribes  of 
Israel  ^ho  was  tried  at'  Massah,  and  proved  at 
the  waters'  o£  Meribah,  was  strongly  impressed 

.Mritk\ir|^intjng  to  ex^press  the  same,  with  some 
simitar  tatpressions  ;  our  friend,  K:udd  Wh'eeler, 
coming  in,  I  remained  in  silence :  if  either  myself 
or  others  suffered  by  my  so  doing,  I  am  sorry  for 
it,  but  I  should  have  been  more  sorry  if  I  had  broke 
in  upon  the  concern  of  another.  The  meeting 
was  wholly  silent,  but  seemed  an  uncommonly 
favored  season » 

11.  Walking  by  Dunkirks  towards  Brickendon 
place,  as  I  sat  on  the  bench,  I  read  the  1 3th  and 
14th  chapters  of  the  Evangelist  John,  and  coft* 
templated  the .  great  mystery  of  godliness  con^ 
tained  in  them,  with  some  recollection  and  spiri- 
tual perception  of  the  tilings  which  are  written*. 

ip.      Our   friend   Zachariah  Dicks  of  Nortli 

H4 
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Carolina,  came  in  the  morning  to  our  house,  and 
attended  a  meeting  appointed  at  Hartford  in  the 
forenoon.  I  passed  most  of  the  afternoon  mea- 
surably recollected,  in  the  house  belonging  to 
Dunkirks'  farm,  where,  in  the  time  of  T.  Grubb, 
I  had  been  so  frequently  refreshed  both  in  respect 
to  body  and  mind  j  I  remembered  the  days  of  my 
youth,  and  the  love  of  my  espousals ;  I  was  then 
very  defective>  and  am  I  now  nearer  the  kingdom 
of  God,  which  is  •*  righteousness,  peace  and  joy 
in  ihe  Holy  Ghost  ?" 

21.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  the  attention  of 
myself  and  others  present,  was  recalled  to  the 
great  Physician,  who  said  to  the  petitioning  leper, 
**  I  will  •,  be  thou  clean." 

25.  In  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hartford,  I 
was  measurably  quickened  under  the  ministry  of 
M.  P.  who  bore  a  living  testimony  to  Him  "  who 
quickeneth  the  dead,"  and  suffered  without  the 
gates  of  Jerusalem,  that  he  might  sanctify  the 
people  with  his  own  blood ;  in  concurrence  with 
which,  a  few  words  were  added  in  respect  to  the 
having  fellowship  with  him  in  his  sufferings  :  upon 
the  whole  it  seemed  rather  a  favored  season, 
especially  towards  the  latter  part.  Sarah  Beck 
and  Sarah  Sheldon,  were  at  Ware  in  tlie  after* 
noon ;  rather  a  low  season,  although  divers  evan* 
gelical  trutlis  were  delivered  by  the  former. 
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Seventh  Month,  1786. 

2.  The  dead  was  again  iji  some  degree  raised, 
under  a  short  testiniony  delivered  by  M.  P.  con- 
cerning the  number  of  dry  bones  formerly  belield 
by  the  prophet. 

3.  The  monthly  meeting  wa§  small,  and  a 
|ow  season .;  I  withdrew  before  the  business  was 
fully  ^finished.  As  I  walked  towards  Hartingford- 
buxy>  and  stopd  in  the  meadows  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Mineram,  my  mind  became  measurably 
calmed,  and  awfully  impressed,  under  a  sense  of 
that  Almighty  Being,  "  who  made  heaven  and 
earth,  the  sea,  and  the  fountains  of  water.'*  My 
sou]  has  long  been  *^  tossed  with  tempests,  and 
not  comforted."  In  the  late  hours  of  my  life, . 
may  the  Prince  of  Peace,  who  commanded  the 
tumultuous  waves,  speak  peace,  and  bruisq  satan,  , 
the  authpr  of  strife. 

5.     The   week-day   meeting   very   small,   but*^ 
rather  a  solid  season.     The  sitting  at  the  feet  of 
Jesus,   to  hear  his  gracious  words,  was  recom- 
mended in  a  short  testimony. 

9.  At  Hunsdon  general  meeting,  few  words 
•were  spoken  •,  M.  P.  and  myself  were  present, 
and  I  hope  measurably  exercised  in  a  ministry 
"which,  without  the  medium  of  vocal  language,  has 
a  tendency  to  gather  others  who  are  present,  un- 
der the  wing  of  the  great  Shepherd,  whose  name 
is  "  Emanuel,  which  being  interpreted,  is  God 
•with  us," 
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15*  Some  part  of  this  week  hat  pasted  pretty 
fairly :  **  the  fruits  of  righteousness  which  are 
sown  in  peace,"  have  this  day  been  despoiled,  as 
by  a  dry  wind  from  the  wilderness. 

1 6.  In  the  early  part  of  the  morning  meetings 
I  sat  in  a  state  of  heaviness  and  great  helplessness  \ 
my  secret  sighs  were  many,  and  my  heart  was 
sad;  but  ere  I  was  aware,  a  testimony  was  in« 
ternally  formed  to  the  nature  and  universality  of 
the  true  light,  which  shineth  in  darkness ;  **  Christ 
within  the  hope  of  glory,"  and  **  the  mystery  hid 
from  ages  and  generations ;"  but  now  manifested 
by  the  gospel  of  life  and  immortality.  No  liberty 
for  utterance  attended.  M.  P.  was  afterwards 
exercised  acceptably  in  a  public  ministry. 

17.  In  the  afternoon  was  at  J.  Allis's,  whose 
son-in-law,  my  worthy  and  beloved  friend  and 
kind  landlord,  J.  Kaye,  was  present;  who,  al- 
though in  the  bloom  of  youth,  is  in  a  declining 
state.  What  is  man,  but  the  creature  of  an  hour, 
as  a  bubble  upon  the  water?  *•  he  cometh  forth  as 
a  flower,  and  is  cut  down  :  he  fleeth  also  as  a  sha- 
dow, and  continueth  not.*'  May  the  Lord  in 
mercy,  from  whom  only  are  the  deliverances  from 
death,  prolong  yet  a  little,  a  life  so  valuable  and 
useful  to  myself  and  many  others ! 

19.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week-day  meeting, 
a  recommendation  to  sit  as  at  the  footstool  of  that 
redeeming  grace  which  alone  "bringeth  salva- 
tion,'' and  teacheth  to  deny  all  ungodliness^,  was 
mentally  formed,  but  not  expressed. 
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« 

ao.  I  remembered  the  Lord,  whose  mercies 
'*  are  new  every  morning;"  of  which  I  am  un- 
worthy. I  admonished,  in  a  cross  to  my  own  will, 
two  members  of  our  monthly  meeting,  who  had 
behaved  inconsistently  with  their  Christian  pro- 
fession. 

21.  Went  in  a  chaise  to  Berkhamfted,  Che«-- 
hunt,  Sec.  On  my  coming  home,  I  was  informed 
of  the  decease  of  my  esteemed  kinswoman,  M.  C. 
who,  for  many  years  past,  had  been  at  times  an  as- 
sistant in  our  family  when  in  Tooley-street,  and  al- 
ways conducted  herself  towards  me  in  a  kind  and 
obliging  manner :  she  was  poor  in  this  world,  but 
I'  believe  for  some  years  had  been  seeking  after 
those  riches  which  fail  not ;  under  a  sense  of  the 
weakness  and  depravity  of  human  nature,  and  in- 
validity of  those  things  which  perish  with  the 
using. 

23.     In  the   forenoon  meeting,  those  present 
were  recommended   to   "  the  fountain  of  living  . 
waters/' 

28.  How  innumerable  are  the  Lord's  mercies 
respecting  the  dispensation  both  of  his  grace  and 
providence !  Without  him  not  a  sparrow  perisheth. 

29.  A  very  tempestuous  day  with  respect  to 
weather,  but  some  part  of  it  rather  serene  within ; 
but  low  in  respect  to  that  life  which  is  "  by  faith 
in  the  Son  of  God."  Divers  days  in  the  pre- 
ceding week  have  been  passed  in  a  similar  manner. 

30.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  some  desires 
that  those  present  might  be  inwardly  gathered  to 
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the  great  Shepherd,  who  laid  down  his  life  for  his 
sheep,  were  formed  and  expressed. 

31,  In  the  evening,  sitting  on  Queen 's-bench, 
With  some  tenderness  of  spirit,  I  sought  forgive- 
ness of  the  errors  of  the  preceding  month  in  par- 
ticular, and  of  my  past  life  in  the  general,  which 
have  been  many.  Lord,  pardon ;  Lord,  save,  or 
I  perish.  The  Lord's  way  is  in  the  whirlwind| 
**  and  the  clouds  are  the  dust  of  his  feet." 


Eighth  Month,  1785. 

2.  Every  vision  of  inoiFensive  amusement  faib, 
when  the  spoiler  is  present. 

4.  The  forepart  of  the  day  uncommonly  lu- 
minous and  comfortable ;  before  dinner,  sitting  in 
the  Grange-road,  I  was  measurably  recollected, 
and  read  divers  portions  of  Holy  Writ,  particularly 
the  5th  and  7th  chapters  of  Micah,  and  the  ist  of 
Nahum :  in  the  latter,  I  remarked  those  gracious 
promises,  **  Though  I  have  afflicted  thee,  I  will 
afflict  thee  no  more :  I  will  break  his  yoke  from 
off  thee,  and  burst  thy  bonds  in  sunder.'*  *'  Be- 
hold upon  the  mountains,  the  feet  of  him  that 
bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace." 

5.  Notwithstanding  the  views  of  the  last,  this 
was  a  day  of  dee  ^  and  heartfelt  distress  j  the  yoke 
was  renewed,  and  my  bonds  strengthened,  because 
of  unprofitable  discourse. 

6*    The  monthly  meeting  hdd  for  worship  at 
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Hammewmith,  was  silent  in  respect  to  rerbal  tes- 
timonies i  and  if  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  feel- 
ings, a  degree  of  interior  silence  was  the  com- 
panion of  some  spirits  present;  I  myself,  wa« 
also  measurably  a  partaker  of  the  benefit. 

12.  For  the  most  part  of  the  past  week,  a 
desire  has  attended  my  mind,  that  I  might  be  de- 
livered from  evil,  which  has  in  degree  been  gra- 
.ciously  answered  j  but  I  have  been  weak  respect- 
ing religious  retirement,  and  too  deficient  also  ia 
reading  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

13.  In  going  to  the  general  meeting  at  Cross- 
brook-street,  I  was  inwardly  so  poor,  that  I  could 
scarce  say,  "  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  ;** 
yet  there  was  a  desire  that  peace  and  silence 
might  prevail,  at  least  in  my  own  particular.  After 
some  time  of  sitting,  my  mind  became  suddenly 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  burthen  of  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  which  is  **  as  a  fire,  and  a  hammer, 
that  breaketh  the  rocks  in  pieces;"  and  the  ne« 
cessity  of  its  influence  and  operation  on  all,  that 
the  crown  of  pride  might  be  abased;  not  only  in 
the  exterior  adorning  **  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and 
of  wearing  of  gold,  or  of  the  putting  on  of  ap- 
parel," but  in  the  more  hidden  workings  of  the 
mystery  of  iniquity ;  the  filthy  ra^s  of  our  owa 
righteousness. 

16.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  some  words  were 
spoken,  concerning  that  prayer  which  is  **  in  the 
epirit,  and  not  in  the  letter."  The  meeting  was 
very  small^  but  rather  solid. 
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22.  In  the  morning,  I  read  some  portions  IH 
riiat  part  of  scripture  which  is  deemed  apocryphal, 
with  some  degree  of  savour  and  application  j  par- 
ticularly the  2d  and  3d  chapters  of  the  Wisdom 
of  Solomon,  and  the  prayer  of  Manasses  king  of 
Juda,  when  he  was  holden  captive  in  Babylon. 

24.  In  the  evening,  I  found  an  inclination  to 
attend  the  Park  meeting  j  I  remembered  my  at- 
tending that  meeting  in  the  days  of  my  youtb> 
when  the  Lord  was  calling  me  by  his  grace  to  he 
a  disciple  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ ;  who,  during 
a  long  pilgrimage  in  a  world  of  .trouble  and  accu- 
mulated woe,  hath  at  times  been  aa  **  the  shadow 
of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land."  May  he  be 
graciously  pleased  yet  to  arise  upon  my  benighted 
mind,  in  the  effulgence  of  the  Father's  glory, 

26.  The  forepart  of  this  week  was  rather 
placid  and  serene:  religious  retirement  and  read- 
ing were  not  wholly  unattended  to. 

27.  Our  friend,  Z.  Cockfield,  being  buried 
from  RatclifF,  the  meeting  was  very  large,  and  in 
a  good  degree  solemn  and*  favored. 

31.  The  evening  meeting  at  the  Park  was 
small,  and  much  6f  the  time  passed  in  silence  ^  I 
myself  was  peaceable  but  poor,  destitute  of  that 
deep  exercise  and  those  deep  openings  which  arc 
experienced,  when  **  deep  calleth  urto  deep,"  and 
the.  water  spouts  descend  upon  the  dry  ground. . 
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Ninth  Month,  1786. 

From  the  13th  to  the  25th  I  was  confined ;  in- 
ternally my  state  gloomy :  searching  the  scriptures 
and  other  experimental  records,  could  not  per- 
ceive the  condition  of  any  parallel  with  mine. 
**  Is  it  therefore  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass  by? 
Behold  and  see,  is  there  any  sorrow  like  unto 
my  sorrow,  which  is  done  unto  me,  wherewith 
.the  Lord  hath  afflicted  me/'  He  hath  made  me 
desolate,  and  faint  all  the  day;,. the  yoke  of  my 
transgressions  is  bound  by  his  hand :  *^  tfaey  ace 
wreathed,"  and  fallen  heavy  upon  me* 


Tenth  Month,  1786. 

To  the  3d  of  this  month  I  continued  confined ; 
with  this  additional  distressing  circumstance, 
such  a  cough,  as  I  do  not  remember  to  have  had 
before. 

16.  About  noon  I  was  seized  with  so  violent 
a  spasm  at  tie  bottom  of  Mill  Lane,  that  I  was 
brought  home, .  by  three  men,  entirely  helpless  ; 
no  bodily  strength  remaining,  and  little  sense  but 
that  of  the  dai  ger  of  immediate  dissolution,  and 
iny  own  unfitness  to  appear  before  a  God  of 
purity,  peace,  and  love  j  whose  Son,  our  Saviour, 
and  only  Mediuor  with  the  Father,  when  he 
suffered  fur  u^,  reviled  not  again ;  "  who  his  owa 
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•elf  bare  our  sins  in  his  oWn  body  on  the  tree ; 
that  we  being  dead  to  sin,  might  live  unto  righte- 
ousness 5''  by  whose  stripes  we  only  can  be 
healed  :  very  wonderfully  I  received  z  reprieve  for 
a  few  hours  from  the  grave. 

22.  Great  and  inexpressible  has  been  the  low- 
tiess  of  my  flesh  and  spirit;  **  my  sighs  have  been 
many,'*  and  my  heart  has  been  sad ;  an  universal 
lang  or  has  seemed  to  pervade  my  whole  system* 
I  have  indeed  been  more  conversant  in  a  copy 
of  the  Night  Thoughts,  which  accidentally  came 
to  hand,  than  for  many  years  before;  and  the 
following  address  to  the  Deity,  has  been  fire* 
quently  revived  in  my  remembrance,  with  ah 
application  to  my  own  state  of  captivity  and  deso* 
lation. 

Father  of  immortality  to  man! 
And  Thou  the  next !  yet  equal !  Thou,  bj  whom. 
That  Messing  was  convey*d;  far  more!  was  bought; 
lucfTihle  the  price  !  by  whom  all  worlds 
Were  tuade ;  and  one  redeem*d !  Illustrious  light, 

■  Look  down,  look  down,  . 

On  a  poor  breathing  particle  in  dust. 
Or,  lower,  an  Immortal  in  his  cringes, 
(lis  crimes  forgive  I 

29.  Another  week  of  great  distress ;  day  unto 
day  has  uttered  the  language  of  self-condemnation, 
and  night  unto  pight  has  shewn  the  knowledge 
of  my  own  vi.eness,  and  uameetness  to  appear  be- 
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fore  Him,  who  is  "  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
evil."  Divers  times— daily,  an  exhortation  con- 
tained in  ^th  chap,  ist  epistle  of  Peter,  which  I 
read  this  day  week,  hath  been  renewed  in  my  re- 
membrance; with  desires  that  the  Lord  may  pros- 
per so  necessary  and  important  an  exercise,  and  ^ 
cause  me  continually  to  increase  therein,  viz, 
"  The  end  of  all  ihiijgs  is  at  hand :  be  sober,  and 
watch  unto  prayer;"  during  a  disturbed  night, 
this  exhortation  was  very  frequently  renewed  in 
my  remembrance.  Reading  in  the  morning  the 
57th  chapter  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  the  following 
verses  were  impressed  upon  my  mind ;  **  for  the 
iniquity  of  his  covetousness  was  I  wroth,  and 
smote  him :  I  hid  me,  and  was  wroth,  and  he  • 
went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  hii  heart:  1  have  ^  .ji 
seen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him:  I  wil]  l6a4hini ' 
also,  and  restore  comfort^  unto  himi  and  to  his 
inourncru:"  they  remained  on'my  mind  during  the 
course  of  the  forenoon  meeting,  with  a  reference 
to  my  own  state,  and  the  covetousness  of  my  own 
heart;  a  covetousness  neither  of  silver  nor  gold, 
nor  the  praise  of  men ;  yet,  of  things  that  perish 
with  the  using.  The  meeting  was  large  and  sileuti 
and  I  hope  profitable  to  some. 


Eleventh  Month,  1786. 

5.     I  was  desirous  of  attending  the  forenoon 
meeting,  but  the  day  being  very  cold  I  was  pre* 
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vented  •,  my  heart  doth  not  much  condemn  me  for 
a  neglect  of  the  attendance  of  religious  assemblies 
when  in  health,  and  a  desire  after  an  inward  exer- 
cise of  spirit  before  him  who  seeth  in  secret  ;  but- 
I  now  see  more  diligence  might  have  been  prac- 
tised even  in  that  respect ;  I  have  been  particu* 
larly  led  to  see  the  importance  of  that  duty,  by 
the  late  perusal  of  a  treatise,  entitled,  *  The  Privy 
Key  of  Heaven,'  by  Thomas  Brooks,  in  which  the, 
worthy  author  recommends  mental  prnyer,  in  the 
following  pathetic  address,  by  way  of  reply  to  aa 
objection  against  the  duties  of  the  closet.     *  Thou 
sayest  thou  canst  not  pray;  but  canst  thou  not 
sigh  nor  groan  neitlier  ?  there  may  be  the  spirit  of 
'  adoption  in  sighs  and  groans,  as  well  as  in  vocal 
:  the  fofCCj  the  virtue^  the  efficacy,  the  ex-^ 
tf^fiJM^f  pra%er|t<feitK^i^t  consist  in  the  nunibes 
and' 'ffoumb(.of  wordsr  but  in  the  supernatural 
motions  of  thespiiifjih  sighs,  in  groans,  in  pangs 
and  strong  aiFections  of  heart,  that  are  unspeakable 
and  unutterable :  certainly  the  very  soul  of  prayer 
consists  in  the  pouring  forth  a  man's  soul  before 
the  Lord,  though  it  be  but  in  sighs,  groans,  and 
tears }  one  sigh  or  tear  from  a  broken  heart  is 
better  pleasing  to  God  than  all  human  eloquence.* 
By  which  it  appears  that  T.  Brooks  and  some  of 
his  brethren  in  that  day,  and  under  that  dispen- 
sation, were  not  wholly  unacquainted  with  that 
prayer  which   is   "in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the 
letter:"  although  strangers  to  the  glory,  beauty, 
and  excellency  of  silence  in  solemn  assemblies^  a». 
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they  hate  been  conspicuously  and  clearly  mani- 
fested to  those  called  Quakers  5  concerning  whom, 
it  may,  in  this  respect,  be  said,  '*  Who  is  like  unto 
thee  J  a  people,  favored  by  the  Lord^'*  herein, 
**  above  thy  fellows  ?" 

12.  Again  prevented  from  attending  meeting, 
O  !  that  I  had  been  more  diligent  when  better 
able.  Although,  from  the  time  I  was  visited  with 
the  day  spring  from  on  high,  I  have  remembered 
the  Lord,  and  **  the  word  of  his  holiness ;"  and 
have  neither  sought  the  riches,  nor  what  are  com- 
monly called  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  yet  I 
h;ave  been  too  much  attached  to  the  things  which 
are  seen,  and  which  have  perished  with  the  using ; 
the  most  pleasing  of  which  has  usually  proved  as 

the  proplvd^ roll,  sweet  in. ^e.mouth|^Jbut. bitter.,.  -^ 
in  the  bellyp  Othou!  who  delightest  in  inercyi*  . 
and  *^  forgivest  iniquity,  transgression  and  sin ;" 
let  thy  mercy  be  great,  and  through  the  blood  of 
the  everlasting  covenant,  purify  and  pardon  at 
the  hour  of  death  !  My  sister  S.  was  buried  this 
evening  at  RatclifF. 

13.  The  petition  of  the  preceding  evening, 
for  purification  and  pardon,  being  measurably 
maintained ;  in  the  afternoon,  I  perused '  divers 
parts  of  scripture,  in  which  I  had  been  frequently 
conversant,  with  more  savour  than  at  other  times. 
O  Lord,  sanctify  the  solitary  chamber  !  may  it  be 
sanctified  through  the  truth !  so  as  to  become  a 
school  for  my  instruction  in  righteousness* 

15.    Within  doors:    pretty  peaceable  in  the 
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day,  but  iii  the  evening,  my  soul  became  as  the 
troubled  seaj  tempests  arose,  the  waters  roared, 
and  were  troubled,  as  by  an  east  wind  from  the 
wilderness ;  "  not  to  fan  nor  to  cleanse,"  nor  I 
hope  to  make  a  full  end  of  that  small  degree  of 
faith,  which  may  yet  remain  in  the  bottom  of  my 
distressed  mind ;  justly  comparable  /*  to  a  grain 
of  mustard  seed,"  which  is  the  smallest  of  all 
seeds. 

19,  At  the  forenoon  meeting,  those  present 
were  reminded  of  the  apostolic  recommendation, 
to  wait  for  the  coming  and  revelation  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

25.  Although  much  heaviness  and  weakness 
were  my  attendants  in  the  forenoon  meeting,  my 
mind  was  measurably  enlarged,  respecting  the  spi- 
rituality of  prayer;  and  the  mistake  6f  many  of 
our  fellow'professors  of  the  holy  Christian  rcli- 
gionj  who  suppose  the  medium  of  vocal  language 
essentially  necessary  to  the  making  their  requests 
known  to  Him,  who  ^'  searcheth  the  hearts,  and 
kno%yeth  the  mind  of  the  spirit,"  I  expressed 
nothing  verbally. 

30.  At  the  commencement  of  this  month,  my 
continuing  here  until  the  close  of  it  appeared 
tather  improbable ;  there  Is  still  less  likelihood  of 
my  seeing  the  close  of  another :  but  our  times  and 
the  length  of  our  days  are  in  the  hands  of  an  all* 
wise  Disposer,  who  sometimes  is  pleased  to  bring 
down  the  mighty,  and  to  support  the  feeble ;  his 
ways  and  the  designs  of  his  providence  can  never 
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be  ascertained  by  the  utmost  efforts  of  human 
sagacity.  My  pilgrimage  on  earth  has  been  long 
extended,  but  in  many  instances  I  have  grievously 
erred  and  "  fallen  short  of  the  glory  of  God/* 
and  of  the  gracious  purposes  of  the  heavenly  vision 
with  which  I  was  favored  in  the  days  of  my  youth: 
but  are  the  bowels  of  the  Lord's  compassion  and 
forgivenesses  for  ever  sealed  towards  me  ;  may  he 
not  yet  find  a  ransom  and  return,  and  have  mercy 
on  the  workmanship  of  his  hands  ?  He  will  as- 
suredly visit  for  iniquity,  transgression  and  sin ;  but 
he  knoweth  our  frame  that  we  are  dust :  distressed 
and  self  condemned,  may  I  not  despair  of  his 
loving-kindnesses,  which  have  been  of  old,  and  of 
}iis  mercies,  which  fail  not  ?  Lord,  I  would  be* 
iieve,  "  help  thou  mine  unbelief." 

Twelfth  Month,  1786. 

I.  My  wife  being  one  deputed  by  the  women's 
meeting,  to  inquire  whether  any  connected  with 
our  society  were  not  properly  provided  with 
bibles,  I  went  with  her  to  Hoddesdon  and  Worm- 
ley  for  that  purpose ;  and,  on  inquiry,  one  family 
appeared  not  duly  furnished  with  one.  How  re- 
miss are  many  professing  with  us,  concerning  the 
things  which  conduce  to  their  instruction  in  right- 
eousness ;  and  how  attentive  to  those  which 
"^^  perish  with  the  using." 

4.  Under  much  debility  both  of  body  and 
mind,  I  attended  the  monthly  meeting  ^  our  friencl 
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S.  W.  had  a  short  but  lively  time  in  testimony; 
two  friends  having  previously  declared  their  inten- 
tions of  marriage.  In  the  subsequent  business  a 
concern  prevailed,  that  the  answers  to  the  quar- 
terly meetings*  queries  might  be  faithfully  ex- 
pressed I  and  all  evasive  representations  avoided. 

6.  In  much  weakness,  I  attended  the  marriage 
of  J.  S.  and   M.  P.  jun.  a  degree  of  solemnity 
seemed  to  prevail,   particularly  in  the  forepart; 
my  mind  was  much  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
obligation  and  eflScacy  of  drawing  nigh  unto  God  in 
spirit,  according  to  that  which  is  written,  "  Draw 
nigh  to  God,  and  he  will  draw  nigh  to  you ;"  and 
our  incapacity  to  comply  with  so  profitable  a  requi- 
sition, ^Hthout  a  heavenly  draught  and  attraction 
from  above ;  as  it  is  written,  *^  Draw  us,  we  will 
run  after  thee ;"  and  again,  *'  No  man  can  come 
to  me,  except  the  Father  which  hath  sent  me, 
draw  him."     But  I  expressed  nothing. 

7.  In  the  evening,  I  remembered  the  words  of 
tlie  Lord  Jesus,  which  I  once  heard  livingly  re- 
peated, in  a  select  sitting,  by  our  dear  friend  G.  D. 
"  In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions."  But 
alas!  "  what  portion  have  I  in  David,"  or  "inhe- 
ritance in  the  Son  of  Jesse?"  It  is  not  every  one 
that  calleth  him  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of 
his  Father  which  is  in  heaven;  and  they  only 
who  overcome,  shall  inherit  the  promises. 

8.     In  the  morning  watch,  I  remembered  the 
many  mansions  which  are  in  tlie  Father's  house. 
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10.  I  sat  under  great  languor  In  the  forenoon 
meeting,  but  was  not  wholly  destitute  of  some 
feeble  aspirations  towards  the  God  and  Father  of 
life,  who  is  able  to  gird  the  feeble  with  strength, 
**  fulfil  all  the  good  pleasure  of  his  goodness,  and 
the  work  of  faith  with  power:"  being  distressed  in 
the  evening,  and  Luther's  Commentary  on  the  Ga- 
latians  being  particularly  addressed  to  the  wounded 
in  spirit,  I  recurred  thereto ;  but  on  a  perusal  of 
some  passages,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  author, 
in  endeavouring  to  exalt  "  the  foundation,"  built 
not  only  with  *^  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones,** 
but  with  "  wood,  hay,  and  stubble ;"  afterwards, 
I  was  profitably  employed  in  hearing  my  wife  read 
some  more  clear  testimonies  to  the  truth. 

13.  I  was  at  the  week*day  meeting,  which  was 
low,  small  and  silent.  Our  forefathers  and  many 
other  faithful  men  were  formerly  feasted  with  the 
**  fat  things  full  of  marrow,"  which  are  on  God's 
holy  mountain;  they  participated  of  the  wine 
which  is  well  refined  from  the  lees  -,  but  to  some 
'of  us  it  is  an  immerited  mercy  to  partake  of  the 
crumbs  from  the  Master's  table. 

14.  In  the  forenoon,  I  read  the  88th,  143d,  and 
145th  Psalms,  with  some  spiritual  savour  and  ap- 
plication to  my  own  disconsolate  state  :  I  also 
dipped  into  John  Bunyan's  works,  in  which,  with 
many  mistakes  and  inconsistencies,  there  are  way- 
marks  for  the  weary.  Afterwards,  I  read  the 
parable  of  the  prodigal  son  :  I  have  been  a  prodigal; 
Z)ut.from  (ny  youth  upwards  there  has  been  desires 
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to  return  to  the  Father's  house^  where  the  true 

bread  is  only  found. 

ly.  T.  D.  of  Surry,  was  at  our  forenoon  meet- 
ing. When  the  showers  are  withheld  both  imme- 
diately and  instrumentally,  tliose  who  esteem  them- 
selves lighteous  are  apt  to  attribute  the  cause  to 
others  present ;  but  the  truly  humble  and  penitent, 
who  dwell  under  a  deep  sense  of  their  own  deme- 
rits, are  rather  ready  to  query,  Is  it  I  ?  Is  it  I  ? — ^I 
am  indeed  humbled,  but  not  sufEciently  so. 

25.  This  day  being  set  apart  for  the  comme- 
moration of  the  birth  of  Christ,  without  a  super- 
stitious regard,  I  have  annually,  for  some  time  past, 
viewed  it  with  a  degree  of  peculiar  attention,  and 
remembrance  of  that  important  event,  in  which  all 
men  have  been  interested  ever  since  the  com- 
mencement of  time:  I  have  seen  many  of  them; 
the  present  in  all  probability  will  be  the  last; 
why  should  I  desire  an  addition  to  their  number  ? 
have  I  from  year  to  year  experienced  an  increase 
in  the  knowledge  of  Him,  who  took  upon  hira 
flesh,  in  order  to  finish  transgression,  and  save  hit 
people  from  their  sins  ? 

31.  Many  sorrowful  days  have  been  passed 
during  the  present  year,  and  for  some  months  past 
I  have  been  in  all  human  probability  hastily  ad» 
vancing  to  that  very  awful,  tremendous  period, 
when  time  shall  be  no  longer.  This  day  there 
hath  been  some  desires  after  good,  but  contrary 
things  have  too  much  had  the  prevalence;  and 
what  can  I  now  add  in  the  close  of  the  year  1786, 
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but  adopt  the  sentiments  expressed  by  a  piou$ 
writer,  which  I  lately  met  with ;  videlicet,  *  O 
Lord !  how  soon  will  my  life  be  at  a  period ! 
How  little  or  nothing  good  have  1  worked,  or 
how  much  have  I  wasted  of  my  time  only  in  vain 
thoughts ;  and  what  shall  I  say  of  all  the  unpro- 
fitable, nay,  sinful  words  and  works  ?  O  Lord  !  I 
cannot  answer  thee  one  of  a  thousand;  I  am 
ashamed  and  humbled  in  thy  sights  pardon  me^ 
pardon  me,  O  Lord !  and  if  any  time  longer  re- 
mains, grant  that  I  may  redeem  it  better,  and 
bestow  every  part  of  it  upon  the  most  important 
and  useful  things,  especially  io  prayers  for  myself 
and  others :  nay,  let  me  spend  all  the  few  remain- 
ing hours  as  it  were  in  prayers,  and  thus  send 
them  before  me  into  eternity,  that  I  may  reap  z 
blessed  fruit  of  every  hour  in  the  world  to  come. 
O  therefore !  set  eternity  in  all  things  before  my 
eyes  as  my  only  mark.'  The  prayer  of  Manasses 
king  of  Juda  is  also  excellently  adapted  to  the  state 
of  an  awakened  and  disconsolate  spirit.  The 
evening  was  spent  pretty  much  in  reading,  and 
religious  conference.  In  many  words  frequently 
sin  is  not  wanting,  but  I  hope  nothing,  or  at  least 
but  little  this  evening  was  uttered,  which  was  in- 
consistent with  truth  and  soberness. 
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FxRST  Month,  1787. 

I.  Some  good  desires  have  attended,  buteril 
ftlso  hath  been  present  with  me.  A  petition  of  a 
son  of  sorrow  to  the  God  of  Israel  was  also  th^ 
meditation  of  my  spirit,  viz.  ^'  O  that  thoa 
wouldest  bless  me  !"  and  keep  me  from  evil,  that 
it  might  not  come  near  me  to  grieve  me ;  the  root 
of  evil  is  within :  upon  man's  primaeval  trans- 
gression and  separation  from  the  tree  of  life,  it 
sprang  up  in  him  as  a  mighty  tree,  with  a  prolific 
growth  and  luxuriant  branches,  bearing  fruit  abun- 
dantly. "  From  within,  out  of  the  heart  proceed 
evil  thoughts/*  •*  anger,  wrath,  clamour,  evil- 
speaking;"  according  to  that  which  is  written, 
•*  When  lust  hath  conceived  it  bringeth  forth  sin, 
and  sin,  when  it  is  finished,  bringeth  forth  death :" 
these  have  been  the  sins  which  have  so  easily  be- 
set me ;  and  have  so  frequently  brought  me  into 
captivity  to  the  law  of  sin  and  death :  from  them, 
good  Lord  !  deliver  me,  that  I  may,  during  the 
few  moments  remaining,  "  receive  with  meekness 
the  ingrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  save  the 
soul."    Amen,  Lord  Jesus,  Amen. 

5.  When  the  Lord  visiteth  his  people  because 
of  their  iniquities,  "  he  invadeth  them  with  his 
troops,"  and  by  their  punishments,  graveth 
before  them  as  **  with  a  pen  of  iron,"  the 
things  in  which  they  have  transgressed;  I  have 
derived  too   much    consolation   in    the  partici« 
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pation  of  the  bread  and  wine  that  perisheth  j  but  lo 
my  strength  hath  failed!  have  I  not  been  too 
inattentive  to  the  spirit  that  quickeneth^  and  the 
law  written  within  ?  whilst  I  have  with  solicitude 
pursued  religious  improvement^  by  the  things 
which  have  been  written  by  faithful  and  true 
witnesses;  and  behold,  where  are  they?  If  all 
knowledge  fails  as  a  brook,  and  as  the  stream  of  a 
brook,  passeth  away;  may  I  never  forget  the 
Lord,  and  his  loving-kindness  which  remains  for 
ever. 

6,  7,  and  8.  I  was  much  indisposed  with  diz- 
ziness of  sight  and  sense,  my  heart  and  my  flesh 
failing ;  but  I  frequently  remembered  with  a  de- 
gree of  consolation,  the  declaration  of  Jehovah  to 
his  former  people,  viz.  "  O  Israel  I  thou  hast 
destroyed  thyself,  but  in  me  is  thy  help.'* 

26.  I  was  much  depressed  by  beftig  suddenly 
informed  of  the  decease  of  our  dear  and  worthy 
friend  Samuel  Nottingham ;  whose  lively  labours 
in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  exemplary  con- 
versation, made  strong  and  lasting  impressions  on 
myself  and  wife,  when  with  us  at  Hartford,  above 
three  years  ago. 

27.  My  bodily  health  and  strength  in  the 
course  of  this  week  has  been  rather  increased  ;  but 
where  has  been  my  grateful  returns  to  the  Pre- 
server of  men,  who  **  bringeth  down  to  the  grave 
and  lifteth  up."  How  imnecessarily  are  we  often 
alarmed  in  respect  to  the  casualties  which  may  befal 
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a  body,  which  soon  must  perish  ;  but  too  inatten- 
live  are  we  to  the  diseases  which  attend  a  sou], 
which  was  formed  for  an  eternal  existence  \ 

28.  The  fore  part  of  the  day  was  rather  lumi- 
nous, both  in  respect  to  body  and  mind  :  I  remem- 
bered the  Lord  that  made  me ;.  the  God  and 
giver  of  every  good  gift,  who  *'  will  bring  every 
work  into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing, 
whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil :"  in 
some  degree  I  also  sought  after  that  peace  which 
passeth  knowledge. 

30.  The  day  was  passed  more  luminously  than 
some  :  in  the  evening  divers  friends  were  with  us; 
but  little  conversation  passed  which  tended  to  edi- 
fication or  a  forwarding  one  another  in  the  faith 
of  Christ,  '*  that  faith  which  works  by  love/' 
When  we  are  together,  outward  and  verbal  oppo- 
sition may*be  measurably  avoided,  but  tumults 
and  swellings  may  be  felt  within,  which  ought  to 
be  suppressed.  We  may  esteem  some  of  our 
fellow-men,  and  fellow-members,  over-zealous, 
and  others  too  lax  and  indifferent;  yet  bodi 
parties  may  in  degree  be  actuated  by  the  same 
spirit  and  love  of  truth;  although  by  natural 
complexions  and  prejudices,  they  niay  in  some 
respects  be  perverted  from  a  perfect  rectitude  of 
judgment :  in  those  cases  we  ought  to  forgive,  as 
we  desire  to  be  forgiven,  and  to  bear  with  the 
errors  of  those  we  may  esteem  mistaken ;  at  the  ' 
s^me  time  desiring  all  may  be  preserved  from  thit 


mammon  of  unrighteousness  which  leadeth  men 
to  justify  themselves,  and  to  despise  others. 

31.  This  day  was  passed  pretty  peaceably  as 
to  the  outward,  and  without  much  cause  for  con- 
demnation in  that  respect;  but  ought  not  the 
inside  of  the  cup  and  platter  also  to  be  made 
clean  ?  for  '*  out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil 
thoughts." 


Second  Month,  1787. 

I.  With  God  all  things  are  possible,  **  He 
bringeth  down  to  ihe  grave,  and  he  lifteth  up-," 
His  is  the  power  and  the  glory  for  ever.  Amen. 

4.  After  having  been  absent  from  our  reli^ 
gious  meetings  ever  since  the  first  of  the  Twelfth 
month  at  Hartford,  I  once  more  attopded  the  fore- 
noon meeting,  which,  although  small,  was  in 
a  good  degree  satisfactory  ^  I  had  cause  of  thank-- 
fiUness  to  Him,  who  hath  the  key  of  David,  and 
openeth  when,  where,  and  to  whom  he  pleaseth  ; 
that  notwithstanding  my  unworthiness,  he  did  not. 
appear  to  be  wholly  withdrawn  y  matter  beings 
freely  and  plentifully  opened  with  an  application  to 
myself  aifd  those  present :  but,  alas  1 1  have  been 
"  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  have  dwelt  among 
a  people  of  unclean  lips ;  "  and  what  remain- 
eth  for  me  now,  but  that  I  wait  for  the  salvation 
of  God }  and  in  much  bowedness  and  nothingness 
of  self,  receive  what  may  be  graciously  imparted 

13. 


/  198 

by  Hbrii  who  "  giveth  liberally,  and  upbraideth 
not  V 

10.  This  week  has  not  been  passed  withoirt 
some  aspirations  after  a  divine  life,  and  that  for- 
giveness of  the  past  evil,  which  is  only  from  God, 
through  Christ,  *'  whom  he  hath  set  forth  to  be  a 
propitiation." 

11.  Although  prevented  from  attending  a 
public  meeting  for  worship,  or  reading  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  by  reason  of  my  want  of  sight ;  at  in- 
tervals I  experienced  some  attraction  of  spirit 
towards  the  great  **  Minister  of  the  Sanctuary," 
who  is  full  of  grace  and  truth,  and  fairer  than  the 
sons  of  men. 

14.  In  the  preceding  evenings,  I  have  been  m 
some  degree  edified,  by  hearing  my  wife  read 
William.  Law's  answer  to  Dr.  Travel  j  an  excellent 
performance,  deplete  with  those  pious  and  Catho- 
lic sentiments  which  are  dictated  by  the  gospe}  of 
Christ:  the  wise  in  that  wisdom  which  is  from 
above,  who  labour  to  turn  many  to  righteousness, 
shall  shine  ;  their  work  shall  remain  in  the  gene- 
rations which  are  yet  to  come;  when  the  memorys 
of  those  who  have  excelled  in  that  wisdom  which 
this  world  teaches,  shall  be  forgotten. 

17.  After  so  long  an  absence,  I  was  desirous 
of  once  more  visiting  Hartford  and  its  environs ; 
but  found  great  feebleness  in  the  attempt:  for 
beholdji  the  day  is  now  conle  in  which  the  pillars 
of  the  house  tremble,  **  and  those  that  look  out  of 
the  windows  are  darkened-,"  and  the  hour  is  at 
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hand  in  whiclif  "  the  silver  cord  shall  b^  loosed) 
and  the  golden  bowl  broken.'* 

18.  After  a  long  absence,  I  went  with  great 
feebleness  of  flesh  and  spirit,  in  a  chaise,  to  the 
forenoon  meeting  at  Hartford  :  early  in  the  meet- 
ing a  short  testimony  was  delivered  to  the  divine 
fight  and  word  which  is  near  in  the  heatt  and  in 
the  mouth;  according  to  that  which  is  written^ 
"  The  word  which  God  sent  unto  the  children  of 
Israel,  preaching  peace  by  Jesus  Christ  (he  is  Lord 
t>f  all)."  Our  friend,  M.  P.  was  afterwards 
much  enlarged  in  a  living  and  evangelical  minis-' 
try.' 

19.  Be  ye  always  ready,  for  ye  know  not  the* 
day  nor  the  hour  in  which  the  Son  of  Man  cometh, 
was  often  revived  in  my  remembrance  during  the 
course  of  the  day.  I  was  not  sensible  of  much 
cause  for  condemnation. 

21.  Great  weakness  and  heaviness  attended  me 
in  the  week  day  meeteig,  I  strove  against  the  latter  ^ 
not  without  some  desires  towards  Him,  who- 
^^  quickeneth  the  dead." 

24.  How  wonderful  are  the  ways  of  the  Pre- 
server of  men,  both  in  respect  to  our  immortal 
spirits  and  those  material  forms  with  which  they 
are  clothed !  ^  He  bringeth  low,  and  he  liftetfi 
up : "  adorable  are  ail  his  ways ;  in  consummate 
wisdom  are  they  formed.  During  the  last  week  I 
have  experienced  some  increase  in  bodily  strength  ; 
but  has  there  been  any  increase  attained  in  that 
spiritual  strength  which  is  by  faith  in  the  Son  of 
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God'?  it  has  indeed  been  sought  for;  but  great 
feebleness  and  imbecility  have  been  my  com^ 
panions. 

25.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  after  a  long  and 
laborious  silence,  those  present  were  exhorted  to 
seek  after  that  spiritual  enlargement  which  is  by 
the  divine  gift  and  grace  of  the  Redeemer.  In 
the  evening  walked  once  more  by  Kamp's  Hill  to 
the  brick  ground,  and  in  mucli  weakness  sought 
to  set  up  my  Ebenezer  to  Him,  who  hitherto  hath 
helped  me. 

26.  My  bodily  strength  is  indeed  increased^ 
bi!t,  alas !  I  am  afraid  indeed  of  every  view  of 
inoffensive  gratification,  lest  interruptions  and 
contrary  occurrences,  should  despoil  the  peaceable 
fruits  of  righteousness. 

28.  Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  week-day 
meeting,  a  short  testimony  was  delivered,  recom* 
mending  to  a  true  and  living  faith  in  &od  and 
Christ ;  according  to  that  which  is  written,  "  Ye 
beJieve  in  God,  believe  also  in  me:"  before  I 
stood  up,  some  life  and  freshness  seemed  to  be 
attendant  on  the  opening,  but  on  the  expressing  it 
to  others,  great  weakness  and  languor  both  of  flesh 
and  spirit  were  my  portion ;  and  I  sat  down  a- 
bashed,  and  in  a  very  different  sensation  from  my 
exercise  on  the  i8th  of  the  last  month. 

Third  Month,  1787. 
3.   Neither  the  present  day,  nor  the  week  pre* 
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•  ceding,  have  been  spent  so  well  as  they  ought  ^• 
nevertheless,  in  each  day,  desires  after  the  best 
things  have  been  attendant. 

4.     Attended  the  forenoon  meeting  which  was 
held  in  silence  j   some  interior  sense  of  the  si- 
lencing influence  of  Emanuel,  who  commandeth 
the  waves  and  the  seas,  and  they  are  still,  was- 
graciously  experienced.     I  have  frequently  won-- 
dered  at  our  being  more  often  favoured  with  those 
sensations  in  our  religious  meetings,  than  at  other 
times  5  but  I  recollect  that  we  are  exhorted,  not 
to  forsake  **  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together;" 
and  that  at  such  times,  we  are  more  free  from  the 
impediments  of  peace  and  recollection,  than  we 
are  in  our  own  families  and  other  places.     O!  the 
beauty  and  excellency  of  that  spiritual  silence,  in. 
which  we  feel  after  the  Lord,  who  is  **not  far 
from  every  one  of  us'*  in  the  temple  of  our  own 
hearts ;   according,  to  the  divine  and  obligatory 
monitions,  **  Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God/* 
**  Keep  silence  before  me,  O  islands  !  and  let  the 
people  renew  their  strength :  let  them  draw  near, 
then  let  them  speak ;  let  them  come  near  together 
to  judgment.'*     I  am  fully  persuaded  if  this  exer- 
cise was  maintained,  our  religious  meetings  would 
be  for  the  most  part  attended  with  a  divine  so- 
lemnity, superior  to  those  of  our  fellow  professors 
of  the  holy  Christian  religion. 

5.  In  the  monthly  meeting,  friends  were  excited 
to  a  faithful  labour  in  a  discharge  of  religious 
duties,  by  a  revival  of  these  words,  ^^  The  labourer 
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IS  worthy  of  his  tilre/*  After  the  women  fnenrfy 
withdrew,  those  present  were  reminded  of  a 
labour  essentially  necessary  for  all,  viz.  a  drawing 
near  in  spirit  to  Him,  who  is  able  to  forgive  their 
iniquities,  and  heal  their  diBeases:  the  subsequent 
business  was  transacted  in  a  spirit  of  love  and  con- 
descension. 

6,  7,  and  8.  All  these  days  I  was  in  great 
perplexity,  occasioned  by  various  encumbering*: 
and  embarrassing  views  i  I  could  see  no  way. 

II.  At  the  forenoon  nweting  at  Hitch'in,  S.  C- 
and  M.  R.  appeared  in  acceptable  testimonies  v 
respecting  myself,  the  vision  within  was  as  a 
sealed  book ;  heaviness  attended,  which  I  endea-^ 
voured  tc  resist,  according  to  the  proportion  of 
faith  andf  sl*ength  imparteth 

14.  A  low  silent  meeting  at  Hartford  :  dined 
at  Amwell,  and  assisted  cousin  D.  H.  in  selecting 
books  for  M.  S.  from  her  father's  library  :  wzlked 
once  more  into  the  shrubberies  of  my  late  bro- 
ther. 

17.  In  Tooley-street.  This  day  I  was  pre- 
served measurably  under  the  precious  influence  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace. 

18.  I  pursued  in  spirit  after  peace;  neverthe- 
less perturbations  were  too  prevalent.  In  the 
evening  my  wife  read  some  testimonies  of  Christian 
friends.  O  for  patience,  from  the  God  of  patience! 
from  whom  proceeds  mercy  and  forgiveness,  "  and 
every  good  and  perfect  gift  j"  praises  wait  for  him 
in  Zion^  who  preserveth  his  prisoners^  and  those 
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who  are  appointed  to  die ;  he  only  looseth  the 
captives. 

21.  The  pillars  of  the  house  trembled,  the 
sound  oi  the  grinding  was  low,  and  every  desire 
and  hope  of  help  seemed  to  fail.- 

Fourth  Month,  1787; 

I .  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  after  a  long  sitting 
in  silence,  those  present  were  reminded  of  the 
penalty  annexed  to  our  first  parent,  in  case  of  his 
disobedience ;  according  to  that  which  is  written, 
**  For  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof,  thou- 
$halt  surely  die:''  and  that  all  his  posterity  have 
*'  sinned,  after  the  similitude  of  Adam's  trans- 
gression.'* Afterwards  those  present  were  re- 
minded of  the  redemption  which  is  by  Christ 
Jesus ;  "  the  fountain  opened  "  **  for  sin  and  for 
uncle^nness."  The  meeting  held  long,  but  I  hope 
was  measurably  a  solid  and  favoured  season. 

2.  In  the  monthly  meeting,  before  the  women 
friends  withdrew,  it  appeared  to  me,  that  a  bare 
traditional  belief  in,  or  assent  to,  the  coming  of 
our  Saviour,  his  death  and  sufferings  in  the  flesh;. 
or  the  most  strict  adherence  to  our  own  moral  arid 
ceremonious  righteousness,  without  experiencing 
Him  revealed  in  us,  as  our  wisdom,  righteousness, 
sanctification,  and  redemption,  will  prove  unavail- 
able to  our  salvation ;  according  to  that  which  is 
written,  unless  Christ  be  in  you,  ye  are  reprobates. 

3.  I  wrot^  a  few  lines  condemning  myself,; 
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and  requesting  the  forgiveness  of  the  fri^nd^  to 
whose  remark  I  had  made  a  hasty  and  unadvised 
reply  in  the  meeting :  in  the  evening  shewed  the 
same  to  M.  P. 

6.  This  day  is  set  apart  by  the  churches  of 
Rome  and  England,  for  the  commemoration  of 
the  Resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead:  may 
we  experience  being  *^  buried  with  him  by  baptism 
into  death/'  and  a  being  raised  by^  him,  through 
that  faith  which  is  ^'  of  the  operation  of  God." 

8*  Went  to  Horslydown  meeting  in  the  after- 
noon, a  small,  silent,  suffering  season.  I  was  deeply 
distressed  by  the  enemy  of  peace,  before  I  slept. 

9.  I  was  in  the  outward  room  at  the  quarterly 
meeting,  at  Devonshire  House,  before  the  men 
and  women  separated;  it  was  a  large  and  so- 
lemn sitting,  although  chiefly  held  in  silence; 
there  seeiped  virtue  to  go  forth  from  Jesus,  and  to 
be  extended  to  those  who  were  afar  off:  I  was 
favoured  with  some  distant  views  of  Him,  who  is 
*^  the  repairer  of  the  breach,  the  restorer  of  path^ 
jle  djSPell  in." 

14,  Came  to  Hartford.  This  week,  together 
with  many  preceding  ones,  has  been  passed  in 
much  lowness :  in  respect  to  the  small  excursions 
I  have  made  in  the  city  and  its  environs,  I  can 
truly  say,  I  have  had  little  pleasure  in  them. 

15.  Just  before  the  close  of  the  forenoon 
meeting,  a  sueing  out  of  a  pardon  from  the  King 
of  kings ;  not  by  "  thousands  of  rams,  nor  with 
ten  thousands  of  rivers  of  oil/'  neither  by  the  law 
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of  any  carnal  commandment,  but  by  "  the  power 
of  an  endless  life/*  was  recommended  to  the  as- 
sembly :  for  a  time,  my  mind  was  rather  warmed 
and  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  inestimable 
gift. 

1 6.  I  received  a  very  kind,  afFecuonate,  and 
sympathizing  letter,  from  -the  friend  whom  I  had 
offended  on  the  2d  instant ;  the  receipt  of  which, 
afforded  some  consolation  to  my  wounded  spirit. 

1 8.  The  forepart  of  the  week-day  meeting  was 
both  unsettled  and  heavy,  afterwards,  some  degree 
of  solemnity  seemed  to  attend ;  and  I  was  enabled 
in  much  weakness  to  look  towards  that  beneficent 
Being,  who  promised  to  "  bring  the  blind  by  a 
way  which  they  knew  not,"  and  to  '*  lead  them 
in  paths  which  they  have  not  known  ;  '*  to* "  make 
darkness  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things 
strait." 

21.  Every  alleviation  of  evil  is  of  grace,  and" 
ought  to  be  received  with  thanksgiving.  In  the 
past  week,  I  have  in  some  degree  been  preserved 
from  the  ebullitions  of  turbulence;  nevertheless, 
I  have  had  abundant  cause  to  adopt  the  plaintive 
language  of  the  church  formerly,  **  my  leanness, 
my  leanness!"  The  language  of  my  spirit  has. 
been  continued  almost  incessantly.  Lord,  I  would, 
believe,  "  help  thou  mine  unbelief."  I  cannot 
rest  satisfied  with  the  reports  of  faithful  witnesses, 
even  those  which  are  recorded  in  the  sacred  wri- 
tings ;  without  a  witness  freshly  imparted  from  on 
high,  and  a  record  from  heaven,  that  the  Son  of 
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God  IS  come,  and  hath  given  me  an  understanding 
according  to  what  he  personally  pronounced  when 
on  earth,  viz.  Thy  sins  which  have  been  many, 
are  forgiven  thee. 

23.     I  see  my  manifold  calamities  in  measure 
arise  from  a  secret,  undesired,  and  almost  unper- 
ceived   infidelity.     Unfaithfulness   to   discoveries- 
of  duties  plainly  imparted,  is  the  parent  of  doubl- 
ings and  distrusts.     He  that  doth  the  will  of  God, 
•*  shall  know  of  the  doctrine:*'  **my  feet  have 
stumbled  upon  the  dark  mountains  ;"  I  have  been 
as   "  a  reed  shaken  with  the   wind,"  and  more 
tossed  with  tempests  than  many  who  have  been  at 
ease  in  Zion,  unemptied  '*  from  vessel  to  vessel ;"' 
but  with  a  standard  of  their  own  formation,  or 
the  prejudices  of  an  unrightly  informed  education,, 
with  much  supposed  readiness  and  clearness  of 
judgment,  are  judging  of  the  attributes  of  God, 
his  dealings  with  man,  and  the  nature  of  a  future 
state   of  existence :    but   tlie   day  is  coming,    in 
which   every   false  rest  and    mistaken  judgment 
must  be  disturbed  5  in  which  deep  only  shall  call 
unto  deep,  and  the  blind  see  out  of  darkness  and 
obscurity :  Lord  hasten  this  !  the  day  of  salvation  ; 
make  plain  thy  paths  to  babes  and  sucklings,  for 
the  sake  of  thy  Son,  who  is  the  light  of  life,  and 
can  open  the  blind  eyes.     Amen. 

29.  *^  There  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked,"  but 
the  righteous  is  as  **  a  green  olive  tree,"  in  the 
garden  of  God ;  and  standeth  fast  upon  the  moun- 
tains of  holiness   and  everlasting  strength;    he- 
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sliall  not  be  overmuch  dismayed  at  the  terror 
which  walketh  in  darkness,  nor  the  desolation 
which  wasteth  at  rioon-day. 

30.  Rather  placid  and  peaceful ;  not  entirely 
void  of  thankfulness  on  account  of  my  dear  wife's 
indisposition  being  alleviated :  I  am  not  likely  to 
be  long  with  her,  but  find  an  increasing  degree  of 
affection  and  tenderness  towards  her,  and  of  gra- 
titude for  her  past  and  long  continued  goodness. 
We  have  lived  together  in  the  connubial  state  far 
near  thirty-two  years,  in  much  concurrence  and 
similarity  of  sentiments,  in  jnatters  of  importance  ; 
both  in  respect  to  things  spiritual  and  temporal  j 
frequently  seeking  with  some  solicitude  after  those 
things  which  appertain  to  life  and  salvation :  the 
seed  of  the  kfngdom  fias  been  plentifully  dispensed 
within  us,  but  an  enemy  has  likewise  sown  tares^ 
which  have  sprung  up,  and  too  greatly  prevented- 
the  good  seed  from  growing  up  to  maturity :  with 
the  men  of  Succoth,  we  have  been  taught  with 
the  briars  and  thorns  of  the  wilderness,  which 
many  times'  and  often,  caused  us  to  **  go  mourn- 
ing all  the  day  long,"  and  to  bow  down  our  souls 
as  the  street  and  the  ground,  to  them  which  went 
over.  Now  the  time  of  separation  is  near,  arise, 
O  Lord !  "  thou  and  the  ark  of  thy  strength  j  ** 
rebuke  the  devourer,  and  put  a  hook  into  the  jaws 
of  Leviathan,  for  our  souls  sake,  and  the  sake  of 
thy  beloved  Son,  who  only  is  able  to  save;  to 
whom  be  the  praise  of  his  works.  Amen  and 
Amen. 
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7«  I  was  informed  of  the  decease  of  my  dear 
friend  John  Kaye.  He  was  early  favoured  with- 
the  visitations  of  divine  grace  and  truth,  and  being, 
obedient  to  the  heavenly  vision,  he  became  **  as 
gold  *^  seven  times  *^  tried  in  the  fire.;  '*  an  ex- 
ample to  believers,  "  in  word,  in  charity,  in  spirit, 
in  faith,  in  purity : "  having*  also  a  good  report 
amongst  those  that  were  without,  by  many  of 
v^hom  he  was  greatly  beloved,  and  his  death  is 
deeply  deplored :  and  of  him  it  may  be  truly  said 
as  of  righteous  Abel,  that  "  being  dead,  he  yet 
speaketh." 

Fifth  Month,  1787. 

9.  At  the  week  day  meeting,  the  translation,: 
of  the  beggar  into  Abraham's  bosom,  was  much 
before  me. 

13.  At  Cross-brook-  street  meeting,  after  sitting 
some  time,  these  words  were  imparted,  viz.  *^  Out 
of  the  belly  of  hell  cried  I  unto  thee,  and  thou 
heardest  my  voice;'*  they  remained  as  a  nail 
fastened  in  a  sure  place  **  by  the  Master  of  assem- 
blies," during  the  sitting,  and  the  subsequent  part 
of  the  day,  and  night  following. 

14.  My  wife  read  to  me  divers  passages  of 
Holy  Scripture,  in  Job,  Isaiah,  and  Jonah,  which 
were  rather  consolatory. 

24.  At  the  Park  evening  meeting  I  was  mea^- 
surably  recollected,,  in  the  room  adjoining  the 
meeting-house;    and  enabled  to  look   in  m,ucli 
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debilitation  and  weakness  towards  Him,  who  is 
entered  within  the  vail,  and  who  is  able  by  the 
might  of  his  power,  to  destroy  all  the  vails  which 
remain,  and  to  "  swallow  up  death  in  victory." 
For  a  season,  my  mind  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the 
divine  counsels  and  allotments,  both  in  respect  to 
time  and  eternity ;  according  to  that  which  is 
written,  "  although  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in 
him." 

26.  Returned  to  Hartford.  A  remarkable 
change  from  former  days  at  this  period  of  the 
year;  but  a  still  greater  change  is  at  hand:  I 
cannot  with  any  degree  of  rationality  have  the 
most  distant  expectation  of  seeing  the  return  of 
another  year :  alas  !  where  shall  I  then  be  ?  Fu- 
turity is  a  blank ;  it  baffles  every  vision  ;  excellent 
things  have  been  spoken  of  Zion  the  city  of  God :, 
but  the  most  authentic  and  faithful  records  are  as 
sealed  books,  unless  freshly  opened  by  Him,  who 
hath  "  the  key  of  David : "  from  whose  internal 
documents  I  have  too  much  deviated.  Lo !  now 
my  darkness  and  distress  h  as  the  great  deep: 
*^  is  it  nothing  to  you,"  who  "  are  at  ease  in 
Zion/'  who  are  trusting  in  uncertain  riches,  or 
in  the  most  dignified  elevations  of  an  imperfect 
and  creaturely  rectitude  ? 

27.  I  attended  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hart- 
ford ;  my  hope  was  to  participate  of  bread  in 
secret,  but  alas  !  heaviness  and  dissipation  enclosed 
me  as  a  garment :  various  sentiments  and  scriptu-* 
ral  passages  passed  my  mind  in  a  hasty  and  swift 


succession;  but  alas!  what  are  the  cogttatk>n9 
formed  by  or  in  the  human  mind^  unless  im- 
pressed "  by  the  Master  of  assemblies,"  "  as  a 
nail  in  a  sure  place  ?"  what  is  the  chaff  to  the 
wheat  ?  it  is  the  word,  which  is  as  a  fire,  and 
•*  like  a  hammer  that  breaketh  the  rocks  in  pieces,** 
and  opens  the  prison  doors. 

29.  Upon  my  bed,  in  the  morning  watch,  the 
call  of  Jehovah  to  the  men  of  Israel,  was  brought 
to  my  remembrance,  and  continued  with  a  lasting 
impression  during  the  succeeding  day ;  "  Seek  ye 
the  Lord,  and  ye  shall  live."  Came  from  Hart* 
ford  to  Tooley-street. 

30.  I  was  with  my  wife  in  the  forenoon  at 
Devonshire  House  meeting  \  a  season  of  recoUec* 
tion,  and  I  hope  of  some  advantage  to  myself  as 
an  individual ;  and  in  general  a  solid  and  favoured 
ntting. 

31.  In  the  forenoon,  much  embarrassed  by  a. 
succession  of  company^,  and  some  disagreeaUe 
confabulations  which  attended;  I  have  now  no 
time  to  attend  the  works  and  ways  of  men  :  one 
work  is  only  necessary,  the  work  of  salvation- 
Having  for  some  time  had  a  pointing  to  attend  the 
evening  meeting  at  Devonshire  House,  I  went; 
at  first  sitting  down  I  was  much  discouraged,  on 
account  of  my  own  weakness  in  every  respect,  and 
the  concourse  and  heat  attendant :  before  many 

words  were  spoken,  my  mind  was  suddenly  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  that  spiritual  and  internal 
worship,  which  can  never  be  described  by  hwpaii 
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eloquence  $  nor  attained  by  the  wisdom^  efforts^ 
and  righteousness  of  men :  men  may  limit  them- 
selves^ and  one  another^  and  seek  to  set  bounds  to 
the  great  deep ;  but  they  can  never  limit  Him, 
who  is  illimitable  ;  who  causeth  his  sun  to  arise, 
and  his  rain  to  descend,  both  on  the  just  and  the 
unjust ;  who  hath  compassion,  when  and  where 
he  wiil  have  compassion.  *^  Search  the  Scrip- 
tures/* was  the  command  of  our  great  Master, 
and  is  of  universal  obligation ;  they  ought  to  be 
searched  by  all ;  but  one  word  or  sentence  there- 
of, enforced  by  the  wind  which  bloweth  when 
and  where  it  listeth,  is  of  more  efficacy  than  all 
creaturely  researches  of  them,  from  the  beginning 
of  Genesis  to  the  end  of  Revelations:  but  this 
ought  to  be  no  discouragement  to  a  diligent  peru-< 
sal  of  their  sacred  records,  in  the  lowest  and  most 
disconsolate  seasons,  when  they  may  seem  to  us 
only  as  a  dead  letter;  for  the  words  which  we 
then  read,  **  as  bread  cast  upon  the  waters,"  may 
be  raised  in  power,  after  many  days.  Our  dear 
friend  G.  D.  had  afterwards,  living  and  evangelical 
ministrations,  both  in  testimony  and  supplication. 
I  came  home  better  than  I  went. 


Sixth  Month,  1787. 

I.  In  the  room  adjoining  Horslydown  meeting, 
soon  after  sitting  down,  I  remembered  that  when 
many  people  were  assembled,  the  Messiah  was 
pleased  to  display  that  fulness  of  the  Godhead 
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which  dwelt  in  him  bodily ;  and  the  power  of  the 
Lord  was  present  to  heal  them  :  •on  the  same 
ought  to  be  our  only  trust ;  for  "  in  vain  is  the 
help  of  man,"  and  cursed  are  they  who  trust  in 
him.  The  meeting  was  very  much  crowded,  and 
numerous  testimonies  were  dehvered  by  our  fe- 
male friends. 

3.  I  went  to  Devonshire  House  meeting ;  soon 
after  I  sat  down  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  Christ 
was  brought  to  my  remembrance  with  a  degree  of 
power,  viz.  **If  ye  believe  not  that. I  am  He,  ye 
shall  die  in  your  sins  : "  do  I  truly  believe  in  Him, 
whom  God  hath  sent,  by  a  faith  which  works  by 
love,  to  the  purification  of  my  heart  and  conversar 
tion  ?  Am  I  through  a  true  and  living  faith,  saved 
from  those  sins  which  so  easily  beset  me  ?  Shall 
I  ever  be  saved  from  them,  through  faith  in  the 
Son  of  God  ?  All  things  are  possible  to  Him,, 
with  whom  we  have  to  do.  The  afternoon  meet- 
ting  at  Devonshire  House,  low  and  restless  in  the 
forepart,  more  solid  ind  composed  afterwards. 
Our  friend  John  Gough  had  a  large  time  In  testi- 
mony, *•  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall,**  was  set 
forth  against  those  who  only  cry  Lord,  Lord; 
who  are  '*  weighed  in  the  balances  and  found 
wanting  "  in  the  oil  of  life,  which  only  gives  ad- 
mittance into  the  bridegroom's  chamber ;  and 
whose  kingdom  is  nearly  finished.  I  would  not 
turn  aside  from  the  terrors  and  judgments  of  the 
Lord,  which  are  so  justly  due  to  me  j  neither 
would  I  harden  my  heart  against  "  the  sure  mer-^' 
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cies  of  David,"  which  fail  not:  is  not  he  wha 
writes  "  the  sins  of  Judah,"  as  "  with  a  pen  of 
iron,"  able  to  cast  them  as  into  the  depths  of  the 
sea;  and. to  remove  the  hand-writing  upon  the 
wall  ?  He  seeth  not  as  man  seeth ;  who  shall 
"say  unto  him,  what  dost  thou?"  Nothing  is 
withheld  from  him  ;  the  work  is  his,  and  to  him 
only  the  power  belongs. 

ao.  Soon  after  I  sat  down  in  the  week-day 
meeting,  at  Hartford,  the  call  of  Jehovah  to  his 
people  formerly,  was  renewed  in  my  mind  with  a 
degree  of  power,  viz.  "  Be  still,  and  know  that 
I  am  God :"  many  passages  of  holy  writ,  relative 
to  the  mission  and  ministry  of  the  Messiah,  by 
whom  the  Father  now  speaketh,  who  is  a  high 
**  priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchisedec," 
were  also  attendant ;  and  continued  with  a  degree 
of  freshness  during  the  sitting;  but  I  was  fear^ 
ful  of  expressing  any  thing,  both  on  account  of 
my  own  weakness  in  every  respect,  and  unfitness 
for  so  solemn  and  important  an  exercise. 

24.  The  morning  being  very  hot,  I  was  much 
oppressed  in  walking  to  meeting,  and  sat  a  con- 
siderable time  in  great  languor  both  of  flesh  and 
spirit ;  but  our  friend  M.  P.  about  the  middle  of 
the  meeting,  having  a  lively  and  evangelical  time 
in  supplication,  I  was  measurably  strengthened ; 
and  the  circumstance  subsequent  to  the  crucifixi<Mi 
of  our  Saviour,  that  when  a  soldier  finding  his 
body  differing  from  his  fellow  sufferers,  thrusting 
^  spear  into  his  side^   "  forthwith  there  came 
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thereout  blood  and  water,'*  was  freshly  renewed 
in  my  remembrarce ;  together  with  some  con- 
siderations respecting  the  spiritual  and  mystical 
significations  of  that  very  singular  event:  but 
judged  those  sublime  subjects  more  proper  for  my 
private  meditation,  than  for  public  utterance. 

27.  Being  better  in  my  health  a  few  days  past 
when  at  Hitchin,  than  I  had  been  for  some 
months;  whilst  there,  my  spirits  were  rather  ex- 
hilerated ;  and  perhaps  I  might  converse  on  sub- 
jects too  freely  among  my  friends,  for  in  the 
tongue  is  deadly  poison,  and  "  in  a  multitude  of 
words  there  wanteth  not  sin."  I  have  often 
thought  that  in  the  relating  narratives  there  is  a 
great  aptitude  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  strict 
truth,  by  aggravating  for  a  supposed  embellish- 
ment what  we  relate ;  this  is  a  species  of  false- 
hood I  myself  have  been  too  guilty  of,  although 
not  more  so  I  believe  than  many  others ;  and  have 
been  condemned  for  the  same  by  Him,  who 
bringeth  every  wtrrd  into  judgment,  and  with  a 
most  unerring  scrutiny  and  precision,  distinguish- 
cth  tlie  truth.  For  some  time  past  I  have  had 
rather  a  recourse  to  palliatives,  as,  if  I  remember 
right;  or  a,  suppose  it  might  be  so;  rather^ so 
and  so.  Although  these  subterfuges  may  be  pre- 
ferable to  downright  and  unguarded  lying,  yet 
they  are  beneath  the  dignity  of  real  truth,  which 
is  bold  as  the  day,  and  in  no  need  of  deceitful 
coverings ;  there  is  therefore,  abundant  cause  for 
«8  to  unite  in  the  address  uttered  by  one  formerly, 
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Viz.  O  Lord!  keep  thou  the  doors  of  our  \ip%, 
that  we  offend  not  with  our  tongues. 

29.  During  this  month,  an  increase  in  bodily 
strength  has  been  continued.  Some .  embarrass- 
ment on  account  of  acute  disease  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, has  for  some  days  past  been  rather 
prevalent  5  and  interrupted  a  due  gratitude  and 
thankfuhiess  for  an  increase  of  strength  and. 
health,  beyond  all  human  probability  j  but  this 
day,  I  remembered  with  consolation  and  self-ap- 
plication, the  following  declarations  in  Holy  writ, 
viz.  "  When  Israel  came  out  of  Egypt,"  "  Jordan 
was  driven  back;  the  mountains  skipt  as  rams^ 
and  the  little  hills  as  lambs :"  the  great  moun« 
tain  became  a  plain. 


Seventh  Month,  1787. 

I.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  heaviness  and 
lassitude  attended;  towards  tUPIfclose  of  the  sit* 
ting,  the  spirit  of  heaviness  was  removed,  and  a* 
religious  exercise  increased ;  all  visions  of  a  divine 
savour  were  withheld ;  "  the  wind  bloweth"  when 
and  "  where  it  listeth."  I  hope  this  sitting  in 
poverty  and  outward  silence  was  profitable;  al- 
though before  the  close,  as  is  too  common,  some 
were  desirous  of  the  meeting  breaking  up;  an 
error  very  inconsistent  with  the  profession  of  a 
patient  waiting ;  for,  after  we  have  long  sat  under 
the  dominion  of  death,  aircumscribed  with  pepury 
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and  distress,  He  who  "  turneth  the  shadow  of 
death  into  the  morning,"  is  sometimes  pleased  by 
an  unexpected  exertion  of  grace,  to  cause  light  to 
arise  out  of  obscurity ;  to  quicken  the  dead,  and 
to  call  "  those  things  which  be  not,  as  though 
they  were:"  His  is  the  power,  and  to  him  the 
praise  belongs. 

2.  The  monthly  meeting  was  large  and  measu- 
rably satisfactory;  I  was  enabled,  if  I  mistake 
not,  to  speak  in  the  meeting  for  business  with 
some  clearness  on  various  subjects,  ^yalking  in 
the  evening  in  the:  meadows  behind  my  former 
habitation,  near  Cowbridge,  I  was  enabled  in 
weakness  to  petition  the  Supreme  Being,  that 
sweetness  of  spirit  might  prevail.;  that  instead  of 
the  thorn,  there  might  be  the  myrtle,  and  instead 
of  the  briar,  the  fir  tree;  for  a  name  and  a  sign 
not  to  be  cut  off,  to  the  praise  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace.    Am^n. 

"8.  After  a^kling  the  forenoon  meeting  at 
-^flHitchin,  I  waffV  an  evening  meeting  at  Wy- 
mondly;  where  after  two  testimonies  were  de- 
livered, there  was  a  long  time  in  silence ;  during 
which,  inward  and  religious  exercise  was  expe- 
rienced, and  an  increase  of  solemnity  seemed  to 
cover  the  large  assembly,  which  I  believe  was 
upon  tlie  whole  satisfactory, 

25.  Went  in  great  distress  to  the  evening 
meeting ;  by  a  remembrance  of  that  faith  in  Christ 
by  which  "  the  elders  obtained  a  good  report" 
before  the  law,  and  under  the  law  j  but  which  is 
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more  conspicuously  signified  by  the  manifestatiou 
of  God  in  the  flesh,  and  the  publication  of  the 
gospel ;  I  was  measurably  relieved. 

28.  I  have  been  at  Hitchin  above  three  weeks; 
have  experienced  during,  that  period  a  consider- 
able increase  of  bodily  health  and  strength ;  every 
increase  in  that  which  is  of  good,  **  cometh  from 
the  Father  of  light"  and  spirits,  whether  it  is 
ghostly  or  corporeal;  but  that  increase  which  is 
by  the  faith  of  Christ,  is  inestimably  precious,  the 
chiefest  good ;  and  proceeding  from  Him  who  is 
from  everlasting  to  everlasting^Js  of  an  everlasting 
duration :  but  in  this,  I  have  grievously  fallen 
short;  when  I  would  have  done  well,  evil  has 
been  too  frequently  present  with  me:  who  shall 
deliver  me  from  "  the  law  in  my  members,"  whicli 
warreth  against  the  law  in  my  mind  ?  "  I  delight 
in  the  law  of  God,  after  the  inward  man." 

29.  Two  low  meetings  at  Hitcllin,  and  very 
small ;  but  I  hope  not  altoget^a^profitable.    . 

30.  I  went  with  my  wife  wwlldock  monthlyV^^ 
meeting,  which  was  large  and  satisfactory;  our 
friend  T.  D.  of  Surry,  being  accidentally  present, 
appeared  in  testimony:  towards  the  close,  some 
words  were  spoken  concerning  the  benefit  of  a 
due  attendance  of  such  assemblies,,  if  the  minds  of 
those  present  were  exercised  in  feeling  after  that 
inward  life,  which  far  surpasses  all  that  is  out* 
ward. 
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Eighth  Month,  1787. 

I.  I  came  with  my  wife  and  sister  D.  from 
Hitchin,  having  passed  a  month  in  and  about  that 
town ;  my  strength  and  health  were  considerably 
increased  during  that  time;  but  a  due  thankful- 
ness for  the  unexpected  blessing  received,  and  the 
fruits  of  righteousness  and  peace,  were  greatly 
wanting. 

5.  I  was  at  Hertford  meeting  in  the  forenoon, 
which  was  a  low  season. 

6.  Some  degree  of  life  seemed  to  attend  in 
the  monthly  meeting, 

12.  Went  with  my.^^fuand  M.  P.  in  yeat 
weakness  to.Ghjssbrdolc^slreet  general  meeting, 
which  was  small,  and  to  some  a  suffering  season. 

15.  I  went  in  a  coach  to  the  week-day  meet- 
ing, in  much  faintness  and  debilitation ;  but  after 
sitting  a  whilgfl^e  glances  ^i^gce  imparted  to- 
wards the  grel^Thysician,  whofbeard  the  blind 
man,  that  earnestly  sought  for  nelj^  from  him  j 
He  "  is  the  same  yesteiSday,  to-day,  and  for  ever," 
and  "  in  Him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  god- 
head." I  received  a  hint,  if  possible  to  continue 
my  diary,  whith  has  of  late  been  too  much  neg- 
lected ;  it  may  perhaps  be  only  necessary  to  add  a 
few  lines  to  those  which  are  written.  A  peace- 
able day,  with  some  desires  after  the  love  of  God, 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  ».^ 

1 6.  Great  lowness  and  languor  continue^  the 
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Htde  degree  of  strength  whicli  was  unexpectedly 
renewed,  being  dried  up  as  a  potsherd;  I  am  in 
**  the  dust  of  death,"  but  there  is  life  in  Christ,  and 
that  is  the  light  of  them  who  sit  in  darkness » 
bound  in  chains  of  affliction  and  iron.  My  wife 
read  to  me  in  Quarles^s  Barnabas  and  Boanages, 
and  ^me  other  pious  books  ^ 

17.  On  my  bed  I  suddenly  remembered  these 
words,  which  I  found  written  in  the  14th  chapter 
of  the  book  of  Hosea,  viz.  "  I  will  be  as  the  dew 
unto  Israel ;  he  shall  grow  as  the  Uly,  and  cast 
forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon ;"  a  gracious  promise. 
Very  weak  and  low,  but  pretty  clear  from  con- 
demnation on  account  of  temporary  trstnsgression* 

21.     I  came  from.  Hartford  to  Tooley-street. 

25.  Since  I  have  been  in  London  my  bodily 
strength  has  increased,  with  frequent  incitements 
to  petulance  and  peevishness ;  nevertheless,  desires 
have  attended,  that  being  '*  blind  as  the  Lord's 
servant,  seeing  many  things'|^^  observing  them 
not ;  opening  mine  ears,  bvt^MRng  not ;  I  might 
be  delivered  from  "  debates,  envyings,  wrath, 
strifes,  backbitings,  whisperings,  swellings,  tu- 
mults." 

26.  I  was  rather  recollected  in  the  room  ad- 
joining to  the  Pdrk  meeting-house  in  the  fbrenoon  i 
I  remembered  those  who  were  tried  at  the  water, 
and  the  men  who  lapped,  even  ^^  as  a  dog  lap- 
peth." 

29.  In  the  evening  with  soreness  in  my  throat, 
I  was  cast  down;  I  lemembered  that  awful  and 
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tremendous  annunciation  recorded  In  Holy  writ; 
VIZ.  ^  This  night  thy  soul  shall  be  required  of 
thee."  I  have  not  been  anxious  to  lay  up  treasure 
on  eartb«  but  too  remiss  in  constantly  seeking  the 
riches  and  righteousness  which  comes  by  Christ 
Jesus. 

31.     In  some  degree,  I  was  a  companiot^  widi 
jdiose  who  are  looking  up  for  redemption  in  IsraeL 


Ninth  Month,  1787-. 

I.     Great  searchlngs  of  heart  were  attendant, 
in  "  the  valley  of  the  shadow  x)i  death/'* 

6.  In  the  evening,  signifying  to  our  friend 
Deborah  Townsend,  my  intention  and  desire  to 
have  attended  h^er  and  companions  to  the  evening 
meeting,  she  replied.  Meeting  is  evqry  where ;  a 
plain  saying,  but  faithful,  and  worthy  of  all  accep- 
•tation ;  accordij^^What  which  is  written,  **  Hear 
ye  me,  Asa,  aHKll  Judah  and, Benjamin,  the 
Lord  is  with  you,  while  ye  be  witH^^^iim  ;'*  which 
gracious  declaration  was  confirmed  and  enlarged, 
by  the  Legislator  of  the  new  covenant,  saying, 
^^  Lo !  I  am  with  you  always." 
'  8.  The  necessity  of  the  new  birth  was  set  be- 
fore me,  and  its  consisting  in  the  love  of  God; 
^iccording  as  it  is  written,  "  Thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
^ul,  and  with  all  thy.  mind,  and  witH  all  thy 
strength/'     Men  are  n4hirally  lovers  of  their 
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own  selves,  following  after  pride,  covetousnes*, 
the  lust  of  their  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life ;  and  a 
final  separation  from  those  enjoyments,  seems 
likely  to  prove  their  torment  to  all  eternity :  may 
those  tremendous  sensations  be  averted  by  the 
blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  which  "  speak- 
eth  better  things  than  that  of  Abel."  This  even- 
ing, ?bout  the  sixth  hour,  departed  my  long  ac- 
quainted friend  and  relative,  J.  Allis,  senr.  the 
acquaintance  and  frequent  companion  of  my  ju- 
venile years. 

13.  Came  from  Tooley-street  to  Hartford. 

14.  When  the  rebellious  servant  of  the  Lord 
**  went  down  to  the  bottoms  of  the  mountains ; 
the  earth  with  her  bars"  seemed  to  inclose  him 
for  ever  5  and  when  the  apostle  Paul  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  overtaken  by  the  avenger  of 
blood,  the  Lord  magnified  his  power  in  their  de- 
liverance. Arise,  O  Lord  F  **  I  beseech  thee," 
and  the  ark  of  thy  strength ;  sdadue  principalities 
and  powers,  **  touch,  the  m^P»ins"  that  they 
may  smoke,  and  cause  the  hills  to  flow  down  at 
thy  presence,  that  the  horn  of  thy  salvation  may 
cast  all  iniquity  into  the  depths  of  the  sea ;  "  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power  and  tlie  glory 
for  ever"  and  ever.     Amen. 

16.  I  went  once  more  to  the  forenoon  meeting 
at  Hartford,  in  great  weakness  of  body,  and  abased 
in  spirit,  like  unto  him  who"  lifted  not  up  his  eye* 
to  heaven,  "but  smote  upon  his  breast*"  "After 
I  had  sat  a  while  I  felt,  or  at  least  thought  I  felt, 
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somewhat  of  the  consolations  which  are  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  and  the  goodwill  of  him  who  dwelt  in  the 
bush,  when  the  bush  burned  and  was  not  con- 
sumed)  to  be  extended  to  those  present  v  not  only 
to  the  weak  and  depressed  in  spirit,  but  also  to 
the  stout-hearted,  who  were  far  from  righteous* 
ness.  A  freedom  and  a  seeming  impulse,  seemed 
likewise  to  attend,  to  call  all  present  to  lodk  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  trod  "  the  wine  press 
alone/'  who  suffered  for  our  sins  without  the 
gates  of  Jerusalem,  and  who  is  the  light  and  life 
within.  I  went  after  dinner  to  Hitchin,  and  at- 
tended the  quarterly  meeting  of  ministers  and 
elders;  I  experienced  a  degree  of  strength  to  be* 
renewed  both  inwardly  and  outwardly :  the  meet- 
ing was  large  and  solid;  M.  P.  had  a  lively 
allusion  in  her  testimony,  to  the  men  who  for« 
merly  pressed  through  the  host  of  the  Philistines^ 
to  draw  water  from  the  well  of  Bethlehem :  a  sub* 
lime  oriental  narrative,  replete  with  spiritual  and 
mj^stical  instructi^kn  righteousness. 

17.  I  sat  in  the  quarterly  meeting  at  the  out- 
skirts, but  was  in  some  degree  a  participant  of 
that  silence,  which  as  a  canopy,  seemed  to  cover 
that  numerous  assembly ;  I  seemed  also  to  be  fa- 
vored with  some  sense  of  that  illimitable  com- 
passion, which  causes  the  sun  to  shine  on  the  just 

,  and  the  unjust,  and  the  rain  to  descend  on  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked. 

1 8.  In  the  evening  meeting  at  Baldock  I  was  fa- 
vored with  some  sense  of  that  love,  wloich  is  stronger 


than  death.    Sarah  Crawley  oiily  appeared  In  tes-  ' 
timony. 

19.  In  the  week-day  meeting,  Samuel  Spavold 
having  appeared  in  testimony,  a  few  words  were 
added,  concerning  "  the  Captain  of  tlie  Lord's 
host;"  Chfist  Jesus,  "'the  same  yesterday,  to-day, 
and  for  ever." 

23.  Came  in  the  afternoon  from  Hitchhi  to 
Hartford. 

26,  In  the  evening,  after  the  reading  some 
religious  letters,  I  was  suddenly  recollected,  with 
some  views  towards  Him,  with  whom  nothing  is 
impossible;  by  whom  sometimes,  when  every  re- 
fuge has  failed,  **  the  valley  of  Achor"  becomes 
•*  a  door  of  hope ;"  and  those  gracious  purposes 
brought  to  pass  almost  instantaneously,  which 
have  been  unsuccessfully  sought  for,  during  the 
greatest  part  of  a  man's  life.  This  remark  may 
appear  rather  calvinistipal ;  but  it  is  consistent 
with  the  analogy  of  faith,  declaratory  of  omnipo- 
tential  benevolence^  and  untaiiffl|||  with  the  errors 
of  John  Calvin. 

29.  I  was  exercised  in  striving  ag»nst  sin. 
This  week  I  have  heard  a  narrative  of  interesting 
and  remarkable  occurrences  in  the  life  of  ********- 
containing  many  stupendous  displays  of  divine 
grace  and  providence,  in  his  preservation  from 
death  and  hell.  The  Lord  "  speaketh  once,  yea, 
twice,  in  a  dream,  in  a  vision  of  the  night;** 
when  men  appear  to  be  sleeping  the  sleep  of 
death,  he  then  sealeth  those  instruction^  which 
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are  the  way  t6  life;  but  they  rebel  against  Him. 
Our  author  being  early  favored  with  convictions 
of  sin,  and  incitements  to  religion  and  righteous- 
ness, erroneously  supposed  them  to  be  the  dictates 
of  a  natural  conscience.  If  any  thing  inferior  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Redeemer  effectually  reproves  for 
sin,  "  satan  is  divided  against  himself:"  it  is 
only  the  spirit  of  Christ  that  "  convinces  the 
world  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment." 
Sound  therefore,  and  consonant  with  the  analysis 
of  gospel  faith,  were  the  testimonies  of  George 
Fox  and  Robert  Barclay,  to  the  l^ord  Jesus  Christ; 
as  "  the  light  of  life  ;'*  and  only  "  true  light, 
which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
world." 

30.  In  the  forenoon  meeting,  various  vague 
openings  passed  my  mind  in  swift  succession ;  but 
I  was  preserved  in  silence,  and  not  without  some 
true  travail  after  the  real  substance,  both  for  my- 
self, and  on  behalf  of  those  present.  Afterwards, 
divers  adverse  occurrences  attended :  I  was  want- 
ing in  patience. 


Tenth  Month,  1787. 

3.  On  tlie  3d  of  loth  month,  1754,  I  was 
married  to  my  dear  wife,  who  has  ever  since  been 
my  faithful  and  constant  companion:  Almighty 
goodness  has  blessed  us  with  a  due  proportion  of 
•'  the  fatness  of  the  earth,"  and  what  is  infinitely 


f25 

more  valuable,  with  "  the  dew  of  heaven,"  and  the 
knowledge  of  Christ ;  but  satan  has  withstood  us, 
and  too  greatly  obstructed  the  fruit  of  that  righ- 
teousness which  is  sown  in  peace.  I  attended  the 
week-day  meeting,  which  was  small  and  low. 

20.  This  week  in  hearing  read  the  experiences 
and  records,  of  some  who  I  believe  were  measu- 
rably partakers  of  the  heavenly  gift,  much  tender^ 
ness  of  spirit  has  been  attendant,  with  an  efflux 
of  many  tears  j.  but  I  fear  those  ebullitions  have 
been  of  the  flesh. 

28.  At  Hartford.  I  went  to  the  forenoon 
meeting  as  well  as  usual ;  my  mind  was  early  im- 
pressed with  a  conviction  of  the  inestimable  ad- 
vantages, resulting  from  a  continually  seeking 
after  that  divine  mercy,  which  we  all  so  greatly 
stand  in  need  of.. 


From  the  Tenth  Month  28th,  to  the  Eleventh 

Month  3d, 

I  was  almost  wholly  confined  to  my  solitary 
chamber,  by  means  of  extreme  weakness  and 
want  of  breath :  in  respect  to  the  state  of  my 
mind,  I  have  been  distressed,  "  but  not  in  de- 
spair :"  divers  passages  of  Scripture  have  at  various 
times  passed  through  my  mind,  with  a  degree  of 
freshness.  I  have  been  much  preserved  from, 
petulance,  with  gratitude  to  my  dear  wife,  for  her 
tender  and  unremitting  attentions.     The  Lord  is 
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t  God  that  hideth  himself;  he  passeth  by,  but  we 
perceive  him  not ;  he  goeth  by,  but  we  observe 
him  not ;  and  he  is  often  nearer  to  us  than  we 
are  aware  of;  **  for  in  him  we  live  and  move, 
and  have  our  being;"  to  whom  be  glory  and 
dominion,  not  only  from  cherubims  and  sera- 
phims,  but  ftom  the  dust  of  Sion  for  t-ver.  Amen. 

5.  Whilft  my  wife  was  absent  at  monthly 
meeting,  my  desires  were,  that  J  might  in  my 
solitary  chamber,  be  incessantly  seeking  the  Lord ; 
that  as  a  poor  wandering  sheep,  I  might  at  last 
be  gathered,  *^  to  the  great  Shepherd  and  Bishop 
of  Souls,"  who  laid  down  his  "  life  for  the  sheep." 
Manifold  and  diversified  are  the  sentiments  even 
of  pious  and  good  men,  concerning  the  nature  of 
true  faith  in  Christ;  but  they  all  agree  in  this, 
that  there  is  a  faith  in  Him,  which  works  by  love, 
and  that  He  is  become  *^  the  author  of  eternal  sal- 
:  vation,  unto  all  them  that  obey  him."  May  we 
follow  after  faithfulness  to  the  internal  documents 
and  attractions  of  the  spirit ;  and  if,  in  any  respect, 
we  may  obtain  mercy  to  be  found  faithful,  may 
we  ascribe  it  solely  to  his  faithfulness ;  *^  who 
worketh  in  us,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pleasure." 

8.  A  pretty  peaceful  day,  attended  with  some 
desires  after  divine  good,  although  in  much  feeble- 
ness :  every  good  desire  is  of  God,  and  ought  to 
be  received  with  thanksgiving. 

10.  This  week,  I  have  been  low  and  weak  in 
body  and  mind,  but  favored  with  some  researches 
after  that  divine  mercy,  which  is  adequate  to  the 
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deepest  misery.  ."When  I  recollect  how  it  hatK 
been  with  me,  since  the  Lord  visited  me  by  his 
grace,  shewed  me  the  vanity  of  the  world,  and 
drew  me  in  spirit  towards  himself;  I  am  astonished : 
**  I  lie  down  in  shame,  and  confusion  covers  me/' 
The  most  superlative  blessing  of  divine  light  and 
life  has  not  been  withheld  from  me ;  nor  a  sin- 
cere desire  after  the  things  which  are  the  most 
excellent :  I  have  likewise  been  favored  with  a 
competent  acquaintance  with  the  Holy  Scriptures^ 
and  the  experiences  of  the  pious  in  the  former  and 
the  present  age.  Yet  under  these  advantages  how 
have  I  gone  astray  as  a  wandering  sheep ;  in  my 
supposed  religious  duties  too  frequently  have  I 
followed  the  sight  of  my  eye,  and  the  inclination 
of  my  own  heart;  there  has  frequently  been  the 
begettings  of  a  divine  birth,  but  for  want  of 
steadfastly  abiding  in  the  divine  light,  mistakes 
have  been  multiplied,  and  I  have  been  prevented 
from  being  so  useful  to  my  fellow  men,  as  other- 
wise, I  might  in  many  respects  have  been:  but 
God  is  gracious  and  merciful,  "  forgiving  iniquity, 
transgression,  and  sin,"  and  ^'  passeth  by  the 
transgressions  of  the  remnant  of  his  heritage.''* 
**  Though  he  slay  me,"  may  *^I  trust  in  him.'* 
II.  I  was  weak  both  in  body  and  mind.  J.  P. 
.  and  his  wife  visiting  us  in  the  evening,  some  time 
was  passed  in  retirement,  and  a  cessation  from  words 
(a  profitable  exercise  too  unfrequent  among  us,  for 

in  many  words  sin  is  seldom  wanting) ;  at   first 
sitting  down  below  stairs  I  was  perplexed,  bih 
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going  up  stairs  I  soon  became  more  calm^  and  my 
mind  was  a  little  opened,  concerning  that  prayer 
Mrhich  is  in  and  by  the  Spirit  j  and  that  a  sincere 
and  earnest  desire  after  it  is  in  some  degree  a 
measure  of  the  same,  heard  and  accepted  by  Him» 
who  '*  searcheth  the  heart,  knoweth  the  mind 
of  the  Spirit,''  and  maketh  intercession  in  a  lan- 
guage that  cannot  be  uttered. 

13.  In  the  forenoon  I  was  favored  to  con- 
template the  blessed  estate  of  the  numberless 
multitude,  which  John  saw  standing  before  the 
throne,  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  having  palms 
in  their  hands. :  O  !  may  we  witness  through  great 
tribulations,  our  robes  washed  and  made  white  by 
•*  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  that  speaketh  better 
things  than  that  of  Abel." 

17.  A  low  day,  but  pretty  peaceful;  in  the 
morning  I  heard  some  chapters  read  in  that  mysti- 
cal portion  of  Holy  writ,  entitled  the  Song  of 
Solomon. 

18.  Whilst  my  wife  was  gone  to  the' forenoon 
meeting,  I  meditated  on  the  gracious  promises 
made  to  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place,  as 
recorded  in  Isaiah,  chap.  xxxv.  verse  i . 

24.  This  week  hath  been  spent  pretty  peace- 
ably ;  I  hope  with  some  increase  of  bodily  strength, 
and  religious  improvement.  "  Take  thee  again 
another  roll.**  When  I  consider  the  Lord's  deal- 
ings with  me  from  my  youth  upwards,  I  am  filled 
with  astonishment,  I  see  no  end  of  his  praise : 
b^jpg  early  brought  out  of  a  state  of  the  greatest 
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enmity,  and  favored  with  some  sense  of  the  divine 
life,  I  became  exceedingly  zealous  for  the  trutlis  of 
Christianity  5  particularly  as  held  forth  by  the  doc- 
trine and  discipline  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
according  to  their  strictest  form ;  and  was  ap- 
plauded by  many  of  my  fellow-creatures  almost  as 
a  spotless  character,  and  an  example  unto  others. 
Whilst  in  a  spirit  of  self-exaltation  I  was  exclaim- 
ing, behold  my  zeal  for  the  Lord  of  Hosts !  the 
cleansing  of  the  inside  of  **  the  cup  and  platter" 
was  too  much  neglected,  and  with  the  beam  in 
my  own  eye,  I  became  an  eager  observer  and  re- 
prover of  the  motes  in  the  eyes  of  my  brethren : 
very  uneven  was  my  walk  :  may  He  who  seeth 
not  as  man  seeth,  be  merciful.  For  the  last  thirty 
years  of  my  life,  I  think  very  few  days  have  passed 
without  repeated  desires  after  the  Lord,  and  the 
remembrance  of  his  name,  and  that  salvation  which 
is  by  the  grace  of  Christ :  nevertheless,  iniquities 
have  still  grievously  prevailed  against  me.  All  my 
life  I  have  been  comparatively  weak  in  body,  but 
for  the  last  three  years  the  infirmities  of  old  age 
have  come  fast  upon  me,  my  flesh  and  my  strength 
have  failed,  and  I  have  been  chiefly  confined  to 
my  solitary  chamber ;  where  at  times  I  have 
sought  with  a  degree  of  solicitude  for  religious 
improvement  ^  and  ^at  the  afilictions  of  my  flesh 
might  through  the  operations  and  influencies  of 
that  grace  which  saveth,  be  a  means  of  producing 
**  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  :■'  but  for 
want  of  constant  watchfulness  and  walking  in  th# 
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divine  light,  in  which  only  is  the  power,  even 
there  satan,  has  intruded ;  and  I  have  fallen  into 
many  inconveniencies.  How  great  has  been  the 
long-sufiering  of  the  Lord  towards  me,  and  his 
unwearied  forbearance ;  who  has  followed  me  with 
his  calls,  and  the  reproofs  of  his  spirit  from  early 
youth,  as  to  the  eleventh  hour  of  the  day,  and 
the  advanced  periods  of  old  age,  notwithstanding 
my  manifold  revoltings  from  Him;  how  justly 
might  he  in  ^nger  have  withdrawn  his  loving- 
kindness,  and  bound  me  in  chains  of  darkness 
**  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  ;"  but  I  hope 
he  hath  not  so  dealt  with  tne :  His  ways  are  not 
as  the  ways  of  men,  who  mark  the  failings  of  their 
fellow-creatures  with  a  rigorous  severity,  and  often 
exact  from  them  the  utmost  farthing.  Since  the 
last  severe  attack  of  disease  on  the  2W1  of  last 
month,  I  hope  some  degree  of  spiritual  exercise 
has  been  supported ;  and  some  internal  sensation 
of  Him,  who  is  invisible,  experienced.  May  he 
who  only  hath  the  power,  rebuke  the  spoiler  for 
his  own  name's  sake ;  that  before  I  go  hence,  a 
further  knowledge  maybe  obtained. of  the  Lord 
God  and  the  Lamb,  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal.. 
Amen.  During  the  course  of  the  present  week, 
I  have  frequently  meditated  on  various  passages 
contained  in  the  3d  chapter  of  the  Lamentations  of 
Jeremiah  the  prophet,  which  I  judged  suitable  to 
my  late  and  present  state.  Blessed  be  the  Lord 
for  the  words  which  are  written. 
^25.    In  the  evening  I  suffered  compunction. 


1 


231 

because  a  degree  of  petulance  prevailed;  wHen 
shall  I  be  saved  from  the  sin  which  so  easily  besets 
me,  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ?  who  on  all  occa- 
sions **  committed  himself  to  him,  that  judgeth 
righteously."     * 


Twelfth  Month,  1787. 

I.  This  day,  my  soul  sought  for  the  preser- 
vation of  prayer  and  peace,  but  satan  was  also  at 
my  right  hand  to  resist  me.  In  the  evening  I  was 
agreeably  affected  in  reading  and  meditating  on 
the  40th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  a  sublime  portion  of 
oriental  or  rather  of  sacred  oratory  •,  bearing  such 
evincing  proofs  of  its  Divine  Original,  as  hath  a 
strong  tendency  to  confirm  the  weak  and  trem- 
bling believer,  in  the  faith  of  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  hath  sent ;  and  to  cor- 
rect the  arrogance  and  futility  of  sceptical  suspi- 
cions. I  had  frequently  before  read  this  .chapter, 
without  being  so  fully  sensible  of  its  peculiar  ex- 
cellence: the  scripture  of  itself  is  dead,  unless 
inspired  by  the  Lord,  the  spirit,  from  whom,  it 
proceeded,  with  fresh  light  and  unction. 

4.  A  low  day  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  in 
distress  for  not  having  been  more  obsequient  to 
the  monitions  of  that  wisdom  and  grace,  which 
**  is  profitable  to  direct." 

6.  This  daf  f  have  been  much  afflicted  with  a 
difficulty  in  breathing,  an  awful  sensation  i  vSkj 
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my  looking  amidst  my  many  and  diversified  cala* 
mitles  be  to  Him,  in  whose  hand  only  is  the 
breath  of  life. 

8.  My  mind  was  preserved  for  the  most  part 
of  the  day,  in  a  good  degree  of  calmness  and  sere-r 
nity ;  often  remembering  the  gracious  monition 
and  declaration  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  his  immediate 
followers,  **  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you:  seek, 
and  ye  shall  find :  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened 
unto  you :  for  every  one  that  asketh,  receiveth ; 
he  that  seeketh,  findeth ;  and  to  him  that  knock- 
eth,  it  shall  be  opene.d :"  and  now  the  Lord  Jf^us 
Christ  is  ascended  on  high,  the  power  remains 
with  him  5  and  all  the  promises  are  in  him,  yea, 
and  Amen  for  ever. 

19.  **  Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect,"  Mat.  v.  48. 
**  Be  ye  holy,  for  I  am  hgly,"  i  Pet.  1.  16.  I  was 
sincerely  desirous  to  perfect  *^  holiness  in  the  fear 
of  God ;"  difficulties  and  defects  were  not  want- 
ing, nevertheless,  I  hope  some  degree  of  victory 
was  experienced,  by  and  through  Him,  who  that 
he  might  sanctify  his  people,  suffered  for  them, 
without  the  gate. 

20.  I  came  from  Hartford  to  London  pretty 
peaceably,  with  an  unexpected  increase  of  bodily- 
strength. 

23.  I  went  to  the  Park  meeting  in  trepidation 
of  spirit,  not  having  been  in  any  place  set  apart  for 
worship  since  the  28th  day  of  the  Tenth  month  5 
bui;  I  soon  became  measurably  recollected  by  the 
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revival  of  an  apostolic  injunction,  "  Draw  nigh 
to  God,  and  he  will  draw  nigh  to  you  :  resist  the 
devil,  and  he  will  flee  from  you.'* 

24.  In  the  evening,  I  remembered  the  awful 
and  stupendous  preservations  I  have  experienced 
from  my  youth  to  the  present  day ;  which  have 
been  of  God,  and  not  of  man  :  may  my  mind  be 
impressed  with  a  proper  sense  of  them,  for  the 
few  hours  which  remain. 

25.  Being  the  day  called  Christmas  day ;  very 
dark  and  cloudy  in  respect  to  weather,  but  rather 
placiih^ithin ;  for  die  most  part  of  the  day  expe- 
riencing desires  after  the  knowledge  of  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  hath  sent ; 
neither  was  much  condemnation  attendant. 

29.  During  the  present  week,  I  have  not  been 
without  desires  after  that  spiritual  improvement 
which  is  by  the  grace  of  Christ ;  but  my  dear 
wife  having  been  for  the  most  part  indisposed^ 
anxieties  have  arisen,  which  have  too  much  inter- 
rupted the  fruits  of  that  righteousness  which  are 
sown  in  peace. 

30.  Early  in  the  Park  meeting-house,  the  gra- 
cious promises  to,  and  dealings  with,  the  blind^ 
the  lame,  the  halt  and  the  maimed,  became  the 
subject  of  my  meditation,  as  a  seed  sown  in  weak- 
ness J  according  to  the  words  which  are  written, 
viz.  "  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they 
knew  not,  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they 
have  not  known :  I  will  make  darkness  light  before 
them."     The  lame  shall  leap  as  an  hart,  the 
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tongue  of  the  dumb  shall  sing,  and  in  the  wilder- 
ness streams  shall  break  forth.  Although  the 
stream  was  small,  I  hope  some  increase  of  the 
waters  was  experienced.  Afterwards  a  short  and 
well  connected  testimony  was  delivered  by  our 
friend  A.,  C.  I  hope  a  favored  season  to  myself 
and  others. 

31.  On  the  commencement  of  the  present 
year,  I  adopted  in  sincerity  the  petition  of  Jabez> 
**  Keep  me  from  evil  that  it  may  not  grieve  me." 
I  then  little  expected  to  have  been  in  the  body  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  but  the  works  and  wonders 
of  the  Almighty  have  been  marvellously  displayed^ 
both  in  mercy  and  judgn^ent,  and  I  look  upon  my  ^ 
present  state  of  existence,  a  miracle  of  mercy- 
On  the  22d  of  the  Tenth  month  "  the  king  of 
terrors"  seemed  with  irresistible  power  to  invade 
my  habitation,  but  for  a  season  he  was  repelled  v 
during  that  part  of  the  ensuing  year  which  may  be  . 
allotted  me,  may  my  looking  be  continually  to 
Him,  who  hath  the  "  keys  of  death  and  of  hell/* 
the  Shepherd  of  Israel,  who  neither  sleeps  by  day, 
nor  slumbers  by  nighty  but  who  is  God  over  all, 
blessed  for  ever,  to  whoim  be  gloiy  for  ever* 
Amen. 

r 

First  Month,  1788* 

9.  I  set  the  Lord  before  me  all  the  day  long, 
that  I  might  not  offend  against  him. 

10,  The  reverse  to  yesterday,  particularly  in 
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the  latter  part  of  the  day  j  I  was  wanting  in  pa- 
tience. 

28.  A  distressed  and  disturbed  night  j  after  an 
absence  of  six  months,  I  found  an  inclination  to 
attend  once  more  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hart- 
ford ;  I  went  in  much  bowedness  of  spirit,  but 
was  enabled  to  sit  until  the  close,  not  without 
some  sense  of  the  Lord,  who  healeth ;  and  who 
formerly  commanded  the  people  to  be  still, .  and 
know  that  he.  was  God. 

30.  I  had  more  ouiet  and  undisturbed  repose 
than  for  many  months  past,  and  was  measurably 
thankful  for  the  benefit ;  nevertheless,  in  the 
morning  some  unprofitable  words  were  spoken^, 
afterwards  a  pretty  quiet  and  peaceable  day, 
attended  with  some  searchings  of  heart  after  Hina, 
who  *'  giveth  his  beloved,  sleep." 

31.  This  was  a  pretty  peaceable  and  8atis«- 
factory  day  throughout.  '^  If  we  walk  in  the  light" ' 

.  as  God  is  light,  we  have  peace  one  with  another  | 
thanks  to  the  Prince  of  Peace:  *Mf  He  giveth 
quietness,  who  then  can  make  trouble?"  and  when 
He  hideth  his  face,  who  then  can  behold  him  ? 
whether  it  be  done  against  a  nation,  or  against  a 
oaan  only." 

Second  Month,  1788. 

2.  In  the  evening,  these  words  were  suggested, 
viz.  Great  is  the  ppwer  and  goodness  of  God ) 
^'  for  since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  men  have 


not  heard,  nor  perceived  by  the  ear,  neither  hath 
the  eye  seen,"  '^  what  he  hath  prepared  for  him, 
that  waiteth  for  him." 

3.  Was  a  day  of  disappointments  and  cross 
occurrences,  which  were  not  endured  with  due 
patience  nor  acquiescence  in  His  will,  without 
whom,  not  a  sparrow  falleth.  If  the  Lord  was  set 
always  before  us  it  would  have  a  great  tendency 
to  smooth  the  rugged  paths  -of  human  life,  and 
to  render  us  more  placid  and  agreeable  to  those 
with  whom  we  may  have  to  do. 

4*  I  attended  the  forenoon  meeting  with  some 
degree  of  bodily  strength,  but  with  little  sense  of 
the  spirit  Txhich  quickens, 

13.  1  set  out  from  Hartford  In  such  debili* 
tation,  I  seemed  scarce  likely  to  reach  Tooley- 
street  in  the  body ;  but  my  life  and  strength  was 
wonderfully  preserved  by  Him,  who  looseth  the 
bands  of  death,  and  delivereth  those  who  are 
ready  to  die. 

1(5.  This  day,  part  of  the  last  words  of  David 
the  son  of  Jesse,  were  much  in  my  remembrance, 
viz.  "  Although  my  house  be  not  so  with  God; 
yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant, 
ordered  in  all  things  and  sure :  for  this  is  all 
my  salvation,  and  all  my  desire,  although  he  make 
it  not  to  grow."  The  earthly  tabernacle  has 
been  assailed  with  a  long  continued  series  of 
adversity ;  and  for  want  of  walking  with  a  steady 
pace  in  the  divine  light  of  which  I  have  long  madr 
a  profession,  my  distressed  spirit  is  far  from  that 
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purity  and  perfection  which  is  proposed  by  the 
gospel  of  Christ ;  yet  at  times,  some  sense  is  im- 
parted of  the  virtue  of  an  everlasting  covenant,  and 
some  distillations  of  the  mercies  which  fail  notj 
are  experienced,  which  passes  through  the  vail, 
by  the  everlasting  arms  which  are  undemeatlu 

22.  I  remembered  the  bush  burned  and  was  not 
consumed;  when  the  Lord,  because  of  sin,  ren- 
ders his  rebukes  with  flaming  fire,  there  is  still 
mercy  with  him,  that  he  may  be  feared. 

23,  This  day  I  met  with  unusual  provocations 
from  some  which  were  without :  by  means  of 
them,  I  deviated  from  the  meekness  of  Christ 
Jesus,  *^  who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not 
again  5  when  he  suffered,  he  threatened  not ;  but 
committed  himself  to  Him,  that  judgeth  righ- 
teously." 

27.  This  day  I  was  preserved  in  a  tolerable  de- 
gree of  peace,  under  some  sense  of  that  sparing 
and  forbearing  mercy  which  fails  not,  and  of  that 
love  which  is  stronger  than  death. 


Third  Month,  1788. 


I.  This  week  my  bodily  strength  hath  been 
imuch  diminished ;  nevertheless,  a  remembrance  of 
the  bush  that  burned  and  was  not  consumed,  hath 
at  divers  times  with  a  degree  of  strength  and  con- 
solation been  impressed.  "  I  will  now  turn  aside, 
and  see  this  great  sight,  why  the  bush  is  not 
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burned,'*  saith  the  prophet  formerljr ;  and  un- 
doubtedly he  not  only  beheld  with  his  bodily 
eyes  that  wonderful  manifestation,  but  likewise 
understood  the  mystical  and  spiritual  signification 
of  the  same  ;  and  its  accomplishment  by  the 
great  prophet  like  unto  him,  concerning  whom  it 
is  written,  '^  And  a  man  shall  be  as  an  hiding 
place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tem- 
pest: as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as  the 
shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land."  Oh! 
may  I  be  hid  as  under  the  sacred  pavilion  of  his 
power,  in  the  tremendous  hour  of  inqubition 
for  blood.     Amen. 

8.  Since  I  returned  to  Hartford  my  bodily 
strength  has  been  measurably  increased  ;  but  un- 
profitable words  have  too  frequently  prevailed: 
**  I  am  troubled,  I  am  bowed  down,  I  go  mourning 
all  tlie  day  long."  They  who  boast  themselves  in 
a  vain  shew,  and  speak  peace  to  themselves  in  their 
secret  sins,  shall  surely  be  confounded  in  the  day 
when  the  Lord  shall  sit  in  judgment,  aind  make 
inquisition  for  the  blood  of  his  Son :  when  he 
shall  rise  up  as  in  mount  Perazim,  and  be  wroth  as 
in  the  valley  of  Gibeon,  and  bring  to  pass  his  ter- 
rible act,  ||iho  among  the  sons  of  pride  shall  stand 
before  him  r 

21.  On  hearing  my  wife  read  a  catalogue  of 
the  elders,  who  obtained  a  good  report,  as  recorded 
in  the  nth  chapter  of  the  Hebrews,  the  chapter 
immediately  following,  and  the  divine  evaiigelical 
testimony  on  regeneration,  delivered  by  our  ancient 
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'  friend  William  Dewsbury,  on  the  new-birth ;  I 
became  suddenly  affected  with  a  sense   of  that 

'  faith,  which  is  by  the  operation  of  God.  For  above 
fifty  years  I  have  been  seeking  after  a  death  unto 
sin,  and  the  life  of  righteousness  ;  but 'woe  is  mc  ! 
I  Still  dwell  in  Mesech,  am  stationed  in  the  tents 
of  Kedar :  O  !  may  this  day,  be  as  the  beginning 
of  that  birth  which  is  from  above ;  for  I  have  ever 
esteemed  and  still  esteem  myself  a  beginner  in 
the  way  of  the  spirit;  and  that  the  seed  now 
^own  in  debilitation,  even  as  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed,  may  by  the  irradiating  emanations  of  the  sun 
of  righteousness,  arise  in  dominion  until  mortality 
is  swallowed  up  of  life,  even  so.    Amen. 

23.  S.  F.  and  J.  C.  were  with  us  in  the  even- 
ing 5  the  young  people  read  the  narratives  re- 
corded, respectively,  by  the  evangelists,  concerning 
the  resurrection  of  the  Lord  Christ  5  who  died  for 
our  sins,  and  "  became  the  first  fruits  of  them 
that  slept." 

27.  I  went  with  my  wife  to  Lackington's, 
where  I  unexpectedly  met  with  a  late  publication, 
entitled,  the  Messiah,  by  John  Newton ;  contain- 
ing many  pious  sentiments,  with  a  just  censure  of 
that  vile  and  insolent  mockery  of  ^jm  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  sacred  writings,  stiled  the  Oratorio, 
Although  my  eyes  are  ,now  waxed  dim,  and  my 
strength  and  flesh  have  failed,  yet  I  delight  not 

•  only  **  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man,** 
but  likewise  in  those  words  and   letters  -^Va^ 
iave  ia  any  degree  proceeded  vJ\«id.x<Jtcw%  ^^>'^ 
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seek  them  with  a  solicitude  somewhat  similar  t# 
that  which  the  sons  of  tliis  world  seek  for  hidden 
treasures.  The  weakest  and  most  trembling  leaves 
of  the  tree  of  life  are  '*  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations*'' 

28.  For  two  or  three  days  past,  my  bodily 
strength  has  very  undeservedly  and  unexpectedly 
been  measurably  increased;  I  hope  not  without 
some  increasing  concern  for  an  increase  of  that 
faith  in  Christ,  which  worketh  by  love,  to  the  puri- 
fication of  the  heart,  the  expiation  of  iniquity,  and 
the  washing  the  whole  body  of  our  affections  by 
the  blood  of  sprinkling.  Lord,  I  would  believe, 
**  help  thou  mine  unbelief;*'  thou  only  canst  do 
it,  by  the  operation  of  thy  grace,  and  the  word  of 
thy  power ! 


Fourth  Month,  1788. 

6.  A  day  "  of  rebuke,  of  blasphemy,"  and 
of  treading  down  in  the  valley  of  vision.  My  heart 
seemed  filled  with  enmity ;  but  is  there  not  One, 
who  is  able  to  destroy  the  enmity,  and  break  down 
the  wall  o^^paration  ?  yea,  verily  there  is ;  he 
hatli  alreadydone  it  in  his  own  person  without  us, 
when  the  vail  "  was  rent  in  twain,  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom,"  the  dead  were  raised,  the  earth 
was  shaken,  and  covered  with  darkness  from  the 
sixth  to  the  ninth  hour ;  and  He  remains  equally 
able  to  achieve  these  mighty  acts  by  bis.  power 


211 

\vitliin  .  us ;  for  power  belongs  to  him ;  and  by 
whom  shall  it  be  said  to  the  Almighty,  what  doest 
thou  ?  In  i\ie  evening,  I  heard  read  some  portions 
of  the  book  of  Job,  very  correspondent  with  my 
own  afflicted  state;  also  some  part  of  Newton's 
Messiah.  » 

7.  This  day  was  passed  pretty  peaceably,  and 
not  without  some  searchings  of  heart  for  the  rend- 
ing tlie  vail^  and  removing  the  enmity ;  by  the 
power  of  an  endless  life,  and  ^'  the  blood  of 
sprinkling,  which  speaketh  better  things  than  that 
if  Abel." 

14.  I  once  more  sat  under  the  roof  of  friends 
meeting  house,  near  Devonshire-square,  it  being 
the  quarterly  meeting  there ;  although  my  sitting 
was  but  short,  I  was  not  wholly  destitute  of  some 
glances  towards  the  Helper  of  Israel,  and  thank- 
fulness for  the  unexpected  favor  of  Him,  whose 
**  hand  is  stretched  out  still,"  both  in  mercy  and 
judgment:  O  may  his  mercies  overspread  his 
judgment-seat !  otherwise,  the  most  righteous 
among  the  sons  of  men,  m:ust  unavoidably  perish 
from  before  him. 

15.  I  was  agreeably  visited  by  John  Miller, 
some  time  being  spent  in  silence,  with  a  sense  of 
the  advantage  and  great  benefit  of  intpmal  recol- 
lection, and  that  prayer  which  is  in  the  spirit ; 
though  peradventure  through  mental  and  corpo- 
real weakness,  it  may  be  maintained  but  for  a 
short  space ;  yet,  it  sometimes  leaves  something 
of  a  supernatural  savour,  as.it  is. written,    **  I 

L 


f-' 


rose  up  to  open  to  my  beloved,"  or  I  looked  to- 
wards him,  **  but  my  beloved  had  withdrawn 
himself  and  was  gone  \"  nevertheless,  **  my  hands 
dropped  with  myrrh,  and  my  fingers  with  sweet- 
smelling  myrrh,  upon  the  handles  of  the  lock."  I 
afterwards  heard  some  other  portions  of  that  mys- 
tical song  of  songs,  which  was  Solomon's.  A 
peaceable  day ;  praise  to  the  Preserver  of  men. 

21.  A  pretty  peaceable  and  quiiet  day;  not 
passed  without  some  seekings  after  divine  favor, 
and  that  righteousness  which  is  by  faith,  in  the 
light  and  life  of  Christ  Jesus. 

25.  Friend  B.  visited  us  in  the  afternoon  ;  he 
spake  many  words,  being  mighty  in  the  letter  and 
form  of  godliness ;  yet,  I  am  persuaded  he  is  not 
destitute  of  the  spirit  of  that  kingdom,  whicn  the 
Lord  compared  to  the  least  of  seeds  which  arc 
sown. 

26.  Great  weakness  in  the  flesh ;  in  the  spiritt 
some  desires  after  salvation  by  faith  in  Christ. 

27.  I  was  in  the  outward  room  of  the  meet- 
ing-house, m  the  early  part  I  remembered  the 
jTTophetic  call,  "  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may 
be  found;"  tlie  plain  practical  testimonies  of 
Holy  writ  are  oftener  xenrwed  in  my  mind,  tliaH 
such  as  tnay  be  esteemed  more  lofty  and  sublime ; 
tliough  the  latter  are  worthy  x)f  all  acceptation^ 
and  despised  by  none  but  fools.  M.  P.  had  after- 
wards an  acceptable  time  in  testimony;  she  re- 
commended a  daily  perusal  of  the  Scriptures,  a 
practice  in  \vhicb  many  members  in  -mx  Society 
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«re  grierously  deficient ;  plamtng  diemselres  on  t 
profession  of  inward  light  and  a  partial  confor- 
mity to  certain  religious  and  moral  precepts; 
whilst  their  spirits  are  light  as  chaff  and  dead  as  a. 
door  nail,  respecting  a  real  experience  of  that 
light  and  grace  which  saveth ;  ai  it  is  written^ 
**  if  the  light  (or  profession  of  the  light)  that  is  ih 
thee  be  darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness.'* 

28.  A  warm  day,  and  passed  I  hope  not  without 
«ome  irradiations  from  the  sun  of  righteousness. 


Fifth  Month,  1788. 

3.  This  week,  I  hare  been  favored  with  am 
unexpected  increase  of  bodily  strength,  and  a  de- 
cree of  that  peace  I  have  been  so  long  seeking 
after.  Religious  reading  and  recollection  have 
ji^^^een  wholly  unattended  to;  but  a  lion  has 
%^P^frequently  in  the  way,  and  various  interrup- 
tions have  evinced  the  leanness  of  my  spirit.- 
Ftotn  all  I  have  seen  in  myself  and  fellow-mtn 
both  in  respect  to  body  and  mind,  it  has  plainly 
:appeared  that  man  is  not  in  the  state  he  was^ 
when  his  Almighty  Maker  saw  that  every  thing 
he  had  made  was  good ;  but  an  enemy  has  been 
permitted  to  sow  tares,  and  deface  the  beautiful 
image  in  which  the  creatures  were  formed:  al- 
though I  decline  the  epithet  of  original  sin,  as  not 
found  in  the  bible,  but  first  adopted  in  the  ages  of 
iipostatical  darkneas  ^  I  am  cotvVmc^^  Vj  '^w  wv- 

Li 


944 

dence  which  baffles  all  the  power  of  argument^ 
"  that  the  whole  creation  groaneth"  in  pain,  under 
•*  the  bondage  of  its  corruption,"  and  particularly 
that  man  is  absolutely  destitute  of  original  recti- 
tu(le>  and  prone  to  sin  and  misery,  **  as  the  sparks 
fly  upward  \"  having  a  natural  aversion  to  the  Jaw 
yrhich  is  light,  and  the  commandment  which  is  a 
lamp,  his  thoughts  being  evil  continually  ;  accord- 
ing to  that  .which  is  .written^  "  by  .one  man  sin 
,  entered  into  the  world,  ^nd  death  by  sin  ^  and  so 
death  passeth  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have 
sinned."  In  the  evening,  some  unnecessary  words 
were  spoken,  which  I  was  sorry  for. 

4,  I  passed  an  hour  in  the  forenoon  meeting 
^t  Hartford,  I  remembered  divers  passages  in  holy 
writ,  an^  partxul^irly  wrestling  Jacob,  and  the 
princely  prevalence,  of  .which  he  was  made  a  par- 
taker J  he  wrestled  nqt  by  any  might  or  holiness  of 
Jiisi  own,  but  under  the  influence  of  him,  whom  the 
Fatlier  ever  heareth,  »who  was  set  up  from  everbst- 
ijig.  If  in  our  assemblies,  there  were  more  such 
wrestlers  with  the  .angpl  of  the  everlasting  cove- 
nant, there  would  be  more  tremblers,  and  our 
practice  w^ould  be  more  consonant  with  our  pro- 
fession :  may  this  exjercise  increase  and  be  multi- 
plied among  us^     Amen, 

8.  In  the  evening  at  the  Park  meeting  ;  the 
ministry  was  low,  but  there  seemed  to  be  some 
solemnity  and  profit  in  silence. 

10.  This  week,  I  hSve  seemed  to  be  sensibly 
^plicitous   for  that  peace    within    and  withoutj 

>*•.  "■' ' 
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whicii  I  have  been  so   long   seeking  after,   and 
sorry   for  my   deficiencies  in  that  respect.     All 
boasting  is  justly  excluded ;  we  have  nothing  but 
what  we  have  received :  neverthieless,  the  follow- 
ing testimonies  of  holy  writ  ar6  not  annulled  by 
the  grace  of  thie  gospel,  viz.  "  If  thou  dost  not 
well,  sin  liethat  the  door,"^  Gen.  iv.  7.   **  There  is 
no  peace  saith  my  God  to  the  wicked."  Isaiah  Ivii. 
21.     '<'If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments,' 
John  xiv.  15.  "Tribulation  and  anguish  upon  every 
soul  of  man  that  doth  evil,"  Rom.  ii.  9.     These 
testimonies  are  not  proposed,  as  they  are  by  too 
many,  to  establish  a  covenant  of  works,  or  in  the 
least  to  frustrate  or  detract  from  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  free  unmerited  salvation 
which  is  only  by  and  through*  him  ;  but  rather  as 
a  renewed  check  to  antinomianism,  and  the  vain 
efforts  of  those,  who  forming  an  unscriptural  dis- 
tinction  betwixt  justification    and   sanctification, 
would  render  the  latter  a  work  of  supererogation  ; 
make  void  that  part  of  the  analogy  of  faith  and 
canons  of  Holy  Scripture,  by  separating  the  truths 
which  God  hath  joined 'together,  by  a  decree  as 
irrefragable  as  the  everlasting  mountains. 

24.  I  have  divers  times  both  before  I  rose, 
and  on  other  parts  of  the  day,  expressed  inter- 
nally, those  words  which  are  called  the  Lord's 
prayer,  endeavouring  to  chew  the  ciid  on  the 
important  petitions  proposed  5  remembering  the  . 
declaration  of  the  pious  Archbishop  of  Cambray, 
that  whatever  draws  our  minds  nearer  to  God  is 
good  for  us.  L  3 
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25.  Some  laborious  exercise  of  spirit  was  ex- 
perienced at  Devonshire-house  in  the  forenoon 
meeting. 

30.  In  the  forenoon,  after  having  heard  some 
portions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  read,  I  was  sud- 
denly favored  with  that  sense  of  the  internal  pre- 
sence of  the  Supreme  Being,  which  imparts  peace 
to  the  distressed,  and  pardon  to  the  poor,  through 
the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant.  I  could 
for  a  season  adopt  the  prophetical  language^  the 
Lord  is  good  to  them  who  wait  upon  him. 


Sixth  Month,  1788. 

I .  In  the  forenoon  meeting  at  Hartford,  I  was 
repeatedly  assailed  with  heaviness,  which  was 
re-i"=ted  :  some  internal  labour  towards  the  angel 
of  the  everlasting  covenant  was  experienced^ 
various  passages  in  Holy  writ  were  presented,  par* 
-ticularly  the  narrative  of  the  men  of  David)  who 
wrought  so  wonderously,  because  of  their  love  and 
fidelity  to  the  Lord's  anointed  n  the  angel  of  the 
everlasting  covenant  was  their  sword,  their  spear, 
and  their  battle  axe. 

9.  In  the  forenoon  I  was  assailed  by  turbulence, 
but  was  measurably  preserved  from  its  baneful 
influence ;  not  by  any  power  or  holiness  of  my 
own,  but  by  the  Angel  of  the  everlasting  covenant, 
who  encampeth  around  those  who  fear  him,  and 
in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  danger  look  towards 
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liim,  under  a  deep  sense  of  their  own  debility 
dither  to  do  good,  or  resist  evil.  Upon  the  whole 
rather  a  favored  day  5  thanks  to  the  Preserver  of 
men  f 

14.  During  the  course  of  rhe  last  week,  and 
for  many  preceding,  I  have  had  abundant  cause  to 
adopt  the  words  of  the  preacher,  viz.  '*  Vanity  of 
vanities,  vanity  of  vanities — all  is  vanity."  Only 
a  few  feeble  feelings  after  Him,  who  dwelleth  in 
the  light,  to  whom  immortality  only  belongs, 
Rave  been  daily  renewed  in  my  spirit  as  a  see^ 
sown  in  weakness;  yea,  as  the  least  of  ill  seeds  is 
my  only  good ;  but  **  tlis  Lord  God  omnipotent 
yeigneth.'*  . 

tff  R  infill**'    «     ftaVlV»of5/*nl    fr»«»o*n/WM^  •     J    rPmi*W^ 

bered  the  words  which  are  written  concerning  the 
type,  "  the  Lord  blessed  the  sabbath  day ;"  the 
evening  was  depressed  and  darksome. 

29.  A  quiet  peaceable  day.  There  is  a  com- 
fort and  satisfaction  in  cchuuCtir.g  ourselves  in  a 
manner  comporting  with  the  dictates  of  the  gospel, 
and  those  convictions  which  we  suppose  to  be 
those  of  the  truth  in  our  consciences,  that  surpassetlji 
knowledge,  and  abundantly  excels  the  increase  ojf 
corn,  wine,  or  oil  j  therefore  as  on  the  one  hand, 
let  no^e.  hope  for  final  acceptation  by  thfeir  own 
works,  or  a  bare  external  rectitude  ;  so  on  the 
other,  let  none  suppose  an  internal  pursuit  of  purity 
and  perfectioi\,  to  be  low,  legal,  or  unevangelical, 
inasmuch  as  He  who  suffered  without  the  gate, 
sanctified  himself  for  our  sakes^  aud  **h'e  that 
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sanctifieth,  and  they  who  are  sanctified,  are  all  of 
One/' 

Seventh  Month,  1788, 

4.  A  comfortable,  placid  morning,  my  soul 

measurably  participated  the  pleasures  of  peace  and 
love. 

5.  During  the  latter  part  of  this  week  turbu- 
lence hath  prevailed,  more  grievously  than  in 
many  preceding  months :  these  evils  arise  from 
the  want  of  a  due  attention  to  the  monitions  of 
truth,  viz.  "Watch  ye  and  pray  always:"  "be 
vigilant,  (or  constantly  watchful)  because  your 
adversary  the  devil,  as  .a  Soaring  lion,  walketh 
about,  seeking  whom  he  may  devour.**  "  Who- 
soever is  born  of  God,  doth  not  commit  sin ; 
for  his  seed  remaineth  in  him ;  and  he  cannot  sin, 
because  he  is  born  of  God."  To  them  who  abide 
in  tlie  seed  in  which  the  dpminidn  is,  and  who 
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walk  in  the  light,  there  is  no  occasion  of  stumbling; 
to  them,  the  goings  forth  of  Jehovah  are  prepared 
as  the  morning,  and  his  returns  as  the  former  and 
the  latter  rain :  but  woe  is  me !  because  of  sin, 
I  am  cast  out  of  his  sight  5  nevertheless,  I  will 
look  again  towards  his  holy  temple. 

6.  At  the  forenoon  meeting  I  repeatedly  remem- 
bered these  words,  '^It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies 
that  we  are  not  consumed :"  I  am  a  monument  of 
his  mercy. 

7.  At  the  sitting  before  the  monthly  meeting, 
the  words  which  are  written,  viz.  "  I-  will  look 
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again  towards  thy  holy  temple/*  were  the  subject 
of  my  meditations. 

8.  ,  One  morning  this  week,  I  went  to  sleep  in 
much  distress ;  but  instead  of  being  terrified  by 
dreams  and  scared  through  visions,  I  remembered 
the  patriarch  Jacob,  who  pursuing  his  perilous 
journey  from  Beer-sheba  towards  Padan-aram, 
took  the  stones  for  his  pillow  in  the  night  season, 
and  beheld  a  ladder  which  reached  from  heaven 
to  the  earth.  Waking,  I  was  rather  refreshed, 
and  enlightened  to  look  towards  the  God  of  ^cob, 
and  of  all  the  holy  patriarchs  and  apipfstles,  which 
have  been  since  the  world  began.  I  have  also 
been  entertained an<Kedifieci»in  theheftring  of  some 
discourses  of  John  Arnt,  and^  Anthony  William 
Boehm,  two  enlightened  ministers  of  Christ  Jesus  j 
who,  avoiding  the  two  erroneous  extremes  of  Cal- 
vinism and  arminianism,  principally  insisted  in 
their  ministry  on  the  fall  of  the  first  Adam  and 
his  wretched  posterity  ;  and  their  recovery  by  the 
second  Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven,  the  quick- 
ening spirit,  who,  by  the  efficacy  of  his  atoning 
blood  and  spiritual  influence,  redeems  from  the 
law  of  sin  and  death ;  according  to  that  which  fe 
written^  **  By  man  came  death,  by  man  came  also 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead :  for  as  in  Adam  aH 
die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive. ''^ 

20.  I  sat  in  the  forenoon  meeting  in  much 
languor  and  distress  of  mind ;  the  lifelessness  and 
formality  of  those  assembled,  seemed  to  spread 
with  a  darkness  that   might  indeed  be  felt:  in 
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tain  do  they  pretend  to  worship  the  Gocl-and 
Father  of  light  and  spirits,  only  in  exterior  form* 
and  by  the  rudiments  of  men :  my  eyes  also 
affected  my  heart,  in  the  beholding  the  exterior 
gaiety  and  fantastical  habits  of  many,  whose  coun* 
tcnances  witnessed  against  them^  and  declared  the 
iniquity  of  their,  hearts^  appearing  in  their  outward 
forms  more  like  unto  the  haughty  daughters  of 
Zion,  than  the  disciples  of  a  suffering  Saviour^ 
gathered  together  in  his  name,  to  worship  the 
Father  in  the  bowedness  of  their  spirits. 


Eighth  Month,  1788. 

2.  In  the  evening  sitting  at  my  own  door,  this 
testimony,  altliougb  not  Ikerally  contained  in  holy 
Scripture^  viz.  that  which  is  to  be  known  of  Go4 
is  manifest  in  man^  was  impressed  on  my  rnind^ 
togetlier  with  the  sufficiency  of  that  divine  anoint- 
ing which  ^^  is  truth  and  is  no  lie."  O !  may  my 
mind  for  the  few  hours  remaining,  closely  attend 
on  the  light  within^  that  I  may  experience  a 
daily  application  of  the  blood  and  merits  of  Hini, 
m  whom  is  life,  and  whose  life  is  the  light  of 
men ;  as  it  is  written,  "  If  we  walk  in  the  light," 
*^  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  us  from  alt 
sin/' 

5.  Lord !  forgive  my  past  petulance^  »id  pre- 
serve from  it  for  the  future;  it  i^  the  death  of 
prayer* 


6.  A  pretty  peaceable  and  placid  day,  I  hope 
passed  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ;  I  was  thankful  for 
the  favour. 

10.  A  low  sitting  in  the  outward  room  of  the 
meicting-house ;  I  was  deeply  distressed  under  a 
painful  sense  of  the  spiritual  barrenness  of  those 
within,  and  my  own  demerits  •,  I  hitherto  remain 
a.  monument  of  sparing  and  forbearin^^  mercy  j 
Lord,  thou  knowest  how  long  ! 

13.  Rather  better  in  my  health ;  reviewed  the 
diaries  of  some  former  days,  with  desires  that  at 
the  latest  period  of  human  life,  T  might  experience 
that  salvation  which  is  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

.  17.  In  some  gart  pf  the  fprendon  my  feelingsF 
were  after  Him,  who  can  "  save  by  many  or  by 
few,"  with  whom  one  day  is  as  a  thousand  years, 
respecting  the  operations  of  his  power, 

18.  I  once  more  left  my  .house  at  Hartford: 
after  I  got  out,  of  the  town,  I  was-  enabled  to  look 
to  the  Lord- and  was  enlightened;  his  sanctuary 
is  the  salvation  pfZipn;  he  can  bring  through 
great  desolation ;  he  is  an  only  safe  hiding  place 
for  the  poor,  and  refuge  from  the  storms  of  tlie 
terrible:  praises  await  liim  in  the  dust  of  Zion. 
I  reached  London  m^uch  feetter  xhrn.  I  left  Hart- 
ford.  . 

ao*  I  can  feelingly  subscribe  to  the.  declarations 
of  the  Messiah,  viz.  "  That  servant  which  knew 
his  Lprd*s  will,  and  prepared  not  himself,  neither 
4id  according  to  his  wiU,  shall  t^e  beaten  with 
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many  stripes :"  these  stripes  I  have  sustained  from 
my  youth.  The  Lord  is  righteous  altogether,  and 
will  not  suffer  sin  to  go  unpunished ;  he  will 
bring  every  secret  work  into  judgment ;  but  the 
mercy  seat  covers  his  judgments:  Therefore  O 
Lord  merciful  and  just !  cast  our  iniquities  as  into 
the  depths  of  the  sea ;  redeem  the  prisoner  from 
the  pit,  and  those  who  are  bound  in  chains  of 
affliction  and  iron,  from  the  prison  house  J  raise 
**  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and  lift  up  the  beggar 
from  the  dunghill,"  to  "  inherit  the  throne  of 
glory ;"  that  with  those  who  have  been  redeemed 
out  of  great  tribulations  and  washed  their  gar- 
ments in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  I  may  behold 
thy  beauty,  and  celebrate  thy  praise  for*  ever. 
Amen, 

22.  On  the  whole  a  pretty  easy  and  comfort- 
able day :  was  visited  by  one  who  professed  mucti 
sympathy  with  the  afflicted  in  body  or  mind;  a 
declaration  easily  delivered,  but  only  experienced 
by  such  who  are  buried  by.biaptism  into  the  death 
of  Him,  who  suffered,  "  the  just,  for  the  unjust." 

29.  This  afternoon  I  had  a  conference  with  a 
friend  concerning  various  persons.  When  we 
observe  any  degree  of  malignity  in  those  with 
whom  we  converse,  it  is  necessary  carefully  to 
attend  the  movements  of  our  own  spiritsf,  lest 
something  of  the  same  nature  should  arise  in  bur- 
selves  :  has6y  replies  gender  to  bondage,  and  prove 
as  galling  wounds  to  a  soul  awakened  to  a  sense 
of  its  own  demerits*    That  charity  which  is  from 
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above  edifies,  and  preserves  in  p?rftct  peace;  but 
unless  the  Shepherd  of  Israel  is  a  wall  of  fire  on 
the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  we  are  as  easily 
overcome  with  the  evil  propensities  of  our  natures, 
as  the  reeds  are  shaken  with  the  wind . 

30.  There  has  been  painfully  felt,  a  deficiency 
in  that  peaceful  acquiescence  in  the  disposals  of 
Infinite  Wisdom,  whereby  the  true  believers  in 
Christ,  and  faithful  followers  of  the  Lamb, 
whithersoever  he  leads,  are  enabled  to  glorify  God 
in  the  fires,  and  even  to  rejoice  in  their  tribula- 
tions :  but  alas,  how  far  am  I  from  this.  O  Thoul 
to  whom  the  power  only  belongs,  arise  for  my 
help,  and  scatter  the  remains  of  that  which  is  of 
the  earth — earthy ;  and  beget'  a  life  which  may 
live  with  thee  for  ever:  thine  is  the  kingdom^ 
power  and  glory,  everlastingly.     Amen. 

Ninth  Month,  1788. 

3.  By  reason  of  an  undeserved  provocation  from 
a  person  who  I  had  esteemed  in  her  station,  tur- 
bulence and  wrath  was  too  prevalent;  whereby 
I  suffered  both  in  body  and  mind :  I  do  not  know 
I  expressed  any  thing  but  a  just  reprehension  of 
the  evil  by  which  I  was  offended,  if  it  had  been  in 
a  peaceful  mind,  and  "  the  meekness  of  wisdom :" 
Christians  ought  to  be  redeemed  not  only  from 
**  envy  and  evil  speaking,"  but  that  internal  wrath 
and  clamour  of  spirit^  which  is  prohibited  by  the 
gospel. 
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6.  My  spasmodic  complaints  have  been  abated : 
but  a  tremendous  inquiry  attends,  viz.  what  have 
I  rendered  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits,  both 
corporeal  and  mental  ?  multiplied  more  than  the 
hairs  of  my  head :  instead  of  the  voice  of  me- 
lody, tl^ere  has  been  a  cry,  because  of  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  true  seed. 

8.  I  was,  througli  the  course  of  the  day,  con- 
cerned to  render  to  the  Lord  for  his  multiplied 
mercies,  by  seeking  after  the  cup  of  his  salvation ; 
I  sought  to  be  preserved  in  peace,  by  *•  the  God 
of  peace  ^  "  of  whom  are .  the  issues  from  death : 
'*his  name  is  holy  throughout  all  generations  ^ '^ 
praises  wait  for  him  in  Zion ;.  to  him  shall  the 
vow  be  performed. 

9.  A  pretty  peaceabJe  and  quiet  day  ;  seeking 
to  perform  my  vows,  and  feeling  after  power  for 
that  purpose,  for  the  power  belongs  to  God  only  ^ 
in  our  flesh  there  dweUeth  neither  strength  nor 
power, 

10.  About  noon  I  set  out  for  Hartford,  dined 
at  Waltham-Cross,  and  reached  Hartford  much 
better  than  I  expected.  The  kindness  of  my 
friends  and  neighbours  were  liberally  conferred^ 
on  my  return  once  more  amongst  them. 

23.  In  the  evening  this  petition  fiUed  isij 
spirit^  viz.  *'  O  Thou  preserver  of  naen  j  "  thou 
saviour  of  Israel  in  time  of.  trouble;  be  thou 
graciously  with  me  thxough  this  night's  life  or 
death !  My  request  was  answered  in  the  multitude 
of  the  Loid'^  m^xd^^% 
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a6.  I  received  a  little  degree  of  strength,  though 
comparatively  not  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  to 
look  towards  Him,  *'who  quickeneth  the  dead* 
and  calleth  those  things  which  be  not,  as-  though 
they  were.'* 

=  27.  Before  I  rose,  I  remembered  with  a  degree 
of  freshness,  a  gradous  declaration  in  the  evange- 
lical prophet,  viz.  **  The  Lord  God  hath  given  me 
the  tongue  of  the  learned,  that  I  should  know 
hovi^  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  him  that  la 
weary :  he  awakeneth  morning  by  morning :  he 
wakeneth  mine  ear  to  hear  as  the  learned,'*  **  nei- 
ther  turned  I  away  back,^  Our  happiness  arisea 
from  not  turning  away  from  the  awakenings  of 
Him,  who  speaketh  not  as  man  ^peaketlij  bi^ 
whose  voice  is  altogether  lovely.  A  pretty  quiet 
day,  passed  in  a  sense  of  my  manifold  desolations^, 
and  some  desires  after  the  grace  which  savetb. 


Tenth  Month,  178?. 

4«  Grievous  visions  have  been  before  me,  of  a 
final  separation  from  the  beatific  vision  of  th^ 
■Lamb,  who  dwells  in  the  midst  of  the  throne^ 
but  let  thejudge  of  all  the  earth  deal  with  me  a^ 
he  may  see;  meet  ^  I  have  only  to  lay  my  hand 
upon  my  mouth,  for  he  is  righteous  altogether 
In  respect  to  my  fell6w  men,  unrighteousness 
hath  not  been  in  my  heart,  nor  iniquity  in  my 
j3Md$^  1  Iwve  sought  BO  Vacx^^^  qI  ^^  Nssiy^ 
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tcous  mammon,  but  have  been  rather  desirous 
that  many  might  be  partakers  of  the  benefit: 
bulky  and  ostentatious  donations  have  been  de- 
clined, rather  from  the  persuasion  of  humility  than 
avarice :  verily,  these  righteousnesses  have  their 
reward ;  but  in  respect  to  a  final  acceptation  with 
the  Supreme  Being,  they  ought  only  to  be  esteemed 
as  filthy  rags :  our  dependance  ought  only  to  be 
on  *•  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,"  and 
interior  operations  of  the  spirit  that  worketh  in 
us,  both  to  win  and  to  do,  according  to  his  own 
good  pleasure. 

7.  For  some  days  past,  in  much  pain  of  body 
and  debilitation  of  spirit,  I  have  been  through 
grace  enabled  to  look  to  Him,  who  is  "  the  re- 
pairer of  the  breach,  the  restorer  of  paths;" 
and  only  able  to  destroy  the  enmity,  and  break 
down  the  wall  of  partition,  by  the  blood  of  his 
cross.  The  cross  of  Christ  ought  to  be  considered 
not  distinctively,  but  rather  adjunctively,  with  re- 
spect to  his  sufferings  and  blood-shedding  on  the 
tree  of  the  cross  without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem ; 
when  he  suffered  the  just  for  the  unjust,  and  the 
operations  of  his  light,  grace  and  spirit  within  us, 
by  which  it  only  effectually  becomes  **  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation.'*  • 

II.  It  is  in  niy  heart  to  leave  behind  me  a 
testimony  to  the  troth.  In  my  youth,  when  dead 
in  trespasses  and  sins,  and  walking  according  to 
the  course  of  this  world,  although  in  my  infancy 
educated  in  ^n  e^l^^m  q(  \Lo^  ^regiou»  testimo- 
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nies  borne  by  George  Fox,  and  his  felloiv-labouf- 
ers,  to  plainness  of  dress  and  address,  I  contemned' 
them  in  my  heart,  and  departed  from  them  in 
practice.  When  I  was  awakened  to  a  sense  of 
my  lost  and  miserable  estate  without  a  Saviour, 
I  embraced  them  with  all  acceptation  in  their 
strictest  forms,  and  have  not  since  deviated  from 
them,  either  in  sentiment  or  practice,  not  for  an 
hour :  they  are  of  God,  and  will  be  established  in 
the  earth,  when  "  the  crown  of  pride"  shall  be 
cast  down,  and  the  glory  of  all  flesh  abased. 
Nevertheless,  let  none  who  by  the  influence  of 
education,  or  any  other  means,  invariably  adhere 
to  them,  glory  in,  or  value  themselves  upon  a  bare 
exterior  conformity  to  these  truths;  while  the 
inner  man  of  their  heart  is  full  of  pride,  self  pre- 
ference, and  ravening  after  the  unrighteous  mam- 
mon. 

13.  This  morning,  that  gracious  annunciation 
of  Jehovah  was  illustrated  in  my  view,  viz.  "  Let 
the  wilderness  and  the  cities  thereof  lift  up  their 
voice,  the  villages  that  Kedar  doth  inhabit."  I 
attended  at  the  quarterly  meeting  at  Devonshire 
House ;  I  was  thankful  for  the  favor :  our  worthy 
friend  G.  D.  and  others,  had  acceptable  testi- 
monies. After  dinner,  by  the  provoking  conduct 
of  some,  who  would  have  been  by  men  esteemed 
my  inferiors,  and  to  whom  I  had  behaved  with  a 
parental  tenderness  and  aflPection,  passion  prevail- 
ed ;  and  I  suiFered  for  my  sin.  Lord !  who  caii 
bear  the  unkindness  and  ingx^utuAft  ol  xJcww  ^i^^-^ 
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cre^ures?  none  but  those  who  are  armed  with 
tlie  same  mind  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus,  "  who 
^h^n  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again ;  and  when 
he  suffered,  he  threatened  not;"  but  committed 
his  cause  to  Him,  that  judgeth  righteously.  Our 
great  Master  and  only  perfect  Exemplar,  conversed 
Vrith  such  publicans  and  sinners  as  the  self-exalted 
ipbarisees  despised}  yea,  he  ate  and  drank  with 
them,  and  shall  such  as  we  are,  justify  ourselves, 
and  despise  others,  because  of  some  exterior  evils 
from  which  we  may  suppose  ourselves  clear?  I 
verily  believe  self  preferehce,  and  the  despising  of 
others,  are  as  detestable  as  more  open  immoralitieS| 
in  the  sight  of  Him,  who  seeth  not  as  man  j  but 

who  searcheth  th^  h^ait>  and.  ia  hi&  owa  tuner  will 

make  inquisition  for  secret  sins. 

14.  This  day  was  passed  in  deploring  my  own 
defects,  and  distance  from  the  marl. 

16.  In  the  evening  I  received  my  common- 
place book,  containing  select  paseages.of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,  accurately  performed  by 
J.  C.  In  the  selection  of  them  I  was  wonderfully 
favored,  considering  my  debilitated  state  of  body 
and  mind ;  may  their  testimonies  prove  as  watch* 
words  to  the  weary,  and  my  instruction  in  right- 
eousness. 

19.  Opening  my  bible  accidentally  on  the  xxxth 
of  Jeremiah,  I  perused  the  gracious  promises  con- 
tained therein,  with  some  savour  and  spiritual  ap- 
plication. A  quiet  and  peaceable  day,  with  some 
iuternal  longings  after  the  Saviour  of  Zion^  who 
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turneth  her  captivity  **  as  the  streams  in  tlw^ 
south.'' 

.  20.  Favored  with  an  unexpected  increase  of. 
bodily  strength.  May  I,  By  the  grace  of  God,  be 
enabled  to  lay  aside  all  malice  and  envy.  Lord  i 
teach  me  to  love  my  enemies,  persecutors,  and 
those  who  have  contemptuously  treated  me; "  thine 
h  the  kingdom,  the  power  and  the  glory,  for  everr 
Amen."  Upon  the  whole  the  day  passed  wiUiov^t 
much  condemnation. 

21.  In  the  evening  we  were  acceptably  visited 
by  our  esteemed  friends  G.  D.  M.  G.  and  S.  R. ; 
during  a  testimony  delivered  by  G.  D,  and  a  con-r 
siderable  space  of  silence;  seeking  after  recol- 
lection of  spirit,  and  adherence  to  the  great 
Teacher,  I  remembered  the  testimony  of  that  deep 
traveller,  in  the  interior  walk,  Michael  de  MolinQ$j 
viz.  "  That  the  spirit  of  prayer  might  be  sup-^ 
ported,  amidst  a  vast  variety  of  adverse  and  con- 
trary cogitationsf,  as  the  desires  of  the  heart  are 
lifted  up  to  Him,  who  knoweth  the  mind  of  the 
spirit."  So  in  internal  recollection,  the  soul- 
tliough  driven  about  as  with  fierce  winds,  like  unto, 
the  iron  attracted  by  the. magnet,  returns  to  the 
centre;  and  an  acceptable  sacrifice  from  "a people 
vhose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled,"  is  brought  to 
the  Lord  of  Hosts  in  Mount  Zion. 

24.  How  absurd  it  is  to  be  discomposed  at 
what  we  may  esteem  unkind  treatment  from  our 
fellow  creatures,  whose  mistakes  we  ought  tQ 
Qverlook,  md  to  forgive  even  as  we  would  be  for^ 
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given;  which  is  one  part  of  what  is  called  thtf 
golden  rule ;  even  to  do  by  others,  as  we  Would 
they  should  do  by  us.  None  of  the  sons  of  fallen 
Adam  can  attam  hereto,  only  by  the  prevalence  of 
Him,  who  **  is  able  to  subdue  all  things  unto  him- 
self," and  to  bring  every  emotion  of  the  mind  into 
captivity  to  Christ. 

25.  I  was  with  E.  Millis  at  Martin's  le  Grand, 
and  reviewed  the  ground  on  which  I  was  early 
favored  with  a  sense  of  the  divine  presence.  O  ! 
that  I  had  been-faithful  to  the  religious  monitions 
which  were  then  imparted ;  then  would  my  ^eace 
have  been  as  a  river,  and  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  within  me,  *'  as  the  waves  of  the  sea/* 
Indeed  my  mind  has  been  since^  almost  daily  ex*- 
ercised  in  seeI4i;jr  after  the  Lord  j  and  I  hope  in 
various  instance^j^^  my  concern  has  been  for  the: 
good  of  my  fellow  creatures. 

31.  I  set  out  once  more  for  my  resFdence  at 
Hartford,  with  some  affiance  on  the  Shepherd  of 
Israel,  who  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps;  but 
whose  merciful  eye  guideth  '*  the  poor  of  the 
flock,"  and  shineth  on  the  seed  of  Jacob  from  be- 
tween the  cherubiiiis.  I  was  strengthened- on  my 
journey ;  reached  home  in  a  degree  of  competent 
strength,  found  my  friends  and  assistants  in  health, 
and  received  fresh  instances  of  their  fidelity  and 
attention.  "  What  shall  1  render  to  the  Lord  for 
all  his  benefits"  and  mercies  multiplied  more  than 
the  sand  ?  May  I  be  enabled  with  due  resignation, 
to  receive  the  cup  he  may  be  pleased  to  hand 
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forth,  eidier  In  mercy  or  judgment ;  to  **  give  un* 
to  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name,*'  and  to 
worship  him  in  the  beauty  of  holiness :  I  am  not 
worthy  of  the  least  of  his  mercies ;  righteousness 
belongs  to  him,  but  to  me  there  only  belongs 
blushing  and  confusion  of  face. 


Eleventh  Month,  1788. 

1 .  This  week  I  have  been  in  a  state  of  distrxiss 
and  anxiety.  Some  hay£  m  their  liearts  imagined 
evil  things  against  jne,  and  with  their  tongues  they 
have  uttered  inistakes  4  Lord  !  enable  me  from  my 
Jie^rttoiprgiye  them,  even  as  I  would  be.  forgiven 
by  ,thee,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  in  mqre  than  ten 
thousand , times  "  ten  thousand  talents  j "  and  jo 
a  particular  manner  an  individual,  by  whom  I 
have  ^been  treated  with  great  ingratitude  and  con- 
temj)t:  I  know  that  tp  me  as  a  son  of  fallen 
^Adam,  this  is  impossible ;  but  all  things  arc  posr 
sible  with  thee,  the  work  is  thine,  <jnd  .the  power 
is  thine;  in . this  j)articular,  may  thy  pwji  workg 
praise  thee  in  time  and  eteriiity.     Amen,. 

2.  A  quiet  and  peaceabk^day ;  thanks  tp  the 
**  Prince  of  P«ace,"  who  is  our  peace,  and  from 
whom  only  our  peace  prpceedsj  aijcording  to 
tliat  which  is  written,  f*^e^e  I  Jlefiv/e.with  you, 
my  peace  I  give  •unto  ypu.** 

4.  In  the  everting  tl  was  much  tenderejl  ia 
ijpirit,  by  hearing,  my  wife  rqad  tb^i  ^l^xjjejcAf^M^ 
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account  of  our  blessed  Redeemer's  raising  Lazarut 
from  the  dead. 

5.  Mjr  nephew  W.  P.  D.  assisted  me  in  thd 
penmanship  of  a  sympathetic  epistle  to  my 
esteemed  friend  S.  R.  on  account  of  the  decease 
of  her  companion  Mary  Gumey ;  a  loss  justly  to 
be  deplored  by  the  church  militant  in  general,  and 
her  in  particular.  Our  deceased  friend  was  one 
of  tliem  concerning  whom  the  Spirit  formerly  de- 
clared, *^  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from  the 
€vil  to  come ; "  for  whom  there  is  no  cause  to 
iorrow,  as  those  who  are  without  hope ;  inasmuch 
as  they  have  an  everlasting  interest  in  the  hope  of 
dieir  glory,  and  are  uninterruptedly  entered  into 
that  rest,  which  remsuns  for  die  people  of  God. 
In  the  evening  my  mind  was  in  a  placid  state^ 
feeling  forgiveness  for  others,  with  some  hope  of 
being  forgiven  myself. 

6.  This  day  I  was  measurably  preserved  under 
some  sense  of  •*  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  that 
speaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel ;"  expi- 
ating for  sin,  and  purging  from  it.  In  the  evening, 
contemplating  on  the  various  divisions  of  professed 
Christians,  their  attachment  to  their  own  princi- 
ples and  practices,  and  prejudices  against  others ; 
a  faithful  testimony  to  Him,  who  **  teacheth  the 
way  of  God  truly,"  was  renewed  in  my  remem- 
brance with  life  and  freshness,  viz.  "  To  whom 
shall  we  go  ?  for  Thou  "  only,  **  hast  the  words 
of  eternal  life.'* 

8.    This  week,  I  hepe  some  increase  has  bceut 
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attained  in  the  forgiveness  of  such,  by  whom  t 
ttiay  have  supposed  myself  evilly  entreated ;  a  dis= 
position  incumbent  on  those,  who  themselves,  ar6 
*'  in  jeopaf dy  every  hour,  '*  and  who  stand  iH 
need  of  forgiveness  from  the  Judge  of  men  and 
angels ;  it  having  been  xleclared  by  the  lip  of 
Truth,  that  if  we  forgive  not  men  their  trespasses^ 
^ur  heavenly  Father  will  not  forgive  us  our  tres- 
passes. 

9.  Some  diings  in  my  conduct  are  now  lifcdjf 
to  be  exposed  to  those  who  are  already  prejudiced 
against  me :  being  for  a  sliort  time  dismayed  at 
<he  unpleasing  prospect,  these  words  were  with 
power  brought  to  my  remembrance,  viz.  but  *^  t 
^ay  mnto  youj  my  friends,  be  not  afraid  of  them 
that  kill  ithc  body,  and  after  that  have  no  more 
-that  they  can  do;  but  I  Will  forewarn  you  whom 
you  shall  fear:  fear  Him,  which  after  he  hath 
killed,  hath  power  to  cast  into  hell;  yea,  I  say 
•unto  you,  fear  Him.'*  We  ought  indeed  to  walk 
as  becomes  the  gospel^  and  to  "  shew  out  <tf  a 
good  conversation  our  works  with  meekness  of 
wisdom :  **  but  the  approbation  of  our  fellow 
men,  their  praise,  or  their  censure  is  lighter  than 
chafF,  when  placed  in  the  balance  with  those  mer^ 
cies,  forgivenesses,  and  righteousnesses,  which  arc 
in  .Christ  Jesus. 

i  I .  In  the  evening,  the  following  passages  in 
the  second  Lecture  of  the  4th  volume  of  HunterV 
Sacred  Biography,  seemed  attended  with  light  and 
4itiction|  vxZf  *  But  is  it  possible  to  remove  froxtf 
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God  an  instant  of  time,  a  hair's  breadth  of  space  ? 
No  z  God  IS  about  our  path,  and  our  bed,  watch- 
ing our  going  out  and  coming  in,  our  lying  down 
and  rising  up.  God  is  in  this  place ;  and^  M^ere 
our  eyes  opened,  we  should  even  now  behold  his 
face  clothed  with  the  frowns  of  just  displeasure^ 
or  beaming  with  the  smiles  of  jpatersal  love.  As 
the  awfulness  and  solemnity  of  the  prophet's  con- 
dition are  not  peculiar  to  him,  and  to  that  impor- 
tant -occasion,  so  neither  are. the  privileges  which 
he  enjoyed,  nor  the  communion  to  which  he  was 
admitted.  Christian,  you  have  but  to  retire  into 
your  closet,  and  to  shut  the  door  after  you,  and 
you  ar.e  immediately  on  the  top  of  a  higher  ixioun- 
tain  than  Moses  climbed ;  and  near  to  God,  as 
he  was  in  xhe  most  precious  moments  of  the  most 
intimate  communication.  Alone^  or  in  company, 
we  have  access  at  all  times  to  jthe  throne  of  grace ; 
and  we  have  what  gave  him  safety  and  confidence 
in  drawing  nigh  unto  G«od,  an  advocate  with  the 
Father,  a  great  Hi^h  Priest,  a  Mediator  betwixt 
God  and  us.' 

14.  Although  from  my  youth  up  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  I  have  been  proved  at  Massah,  and 
driven  with,  as  at  the  waters  of  Meribah;  yet 
have  I  not  sanctified  the  Lord,  neither  in  spirit 
nor  practice,  so  fully  as  I  ought  to  have  done^ 
Nevertheless,  my  wife  reading  in  the ,  evening 
Hunter's  Lecture  concerning  tht  death  of  Aaron, 
I  was  favored  with  some  distant  views  towards 
^at  land  which*  is  ^^  on  the  other  side  of  Jordaa.'* 
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15.  During  the  preceding  week,  I  hope  at 
times  some  victory  has  been  experienced ;  but  a 
great  shortness  in  that  peace  and  perfection  which 
is  by  Christ  Jesus,  has  also  attended. 

16.  In  the  evening  my  wife  read  some  pious 
meditations  and  addresses  to  the  Supreme  Being ; 
I  was  more  easy  In  body  and  placid  in  mind,  than 
on  the  preceding  evening. 

17.  Respecting  the  spirit  of  prayer,  Perdidi 
Diem.   Lord,  let  thy  mercy  be  great,  and  pardon! 


THE  Enn. 


W.  Phillips,  Printer, 
Ceorge  Yard,  Lombard  Street^  L>oyAq\:u 
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